REYNOLDS  [;!:T0RICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


liilllililiililillilililllililllll 

3  1833  01066  7365 


Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/southdakotahisto5191sout 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Historical  Collections 


ILLUSTRATED  WITH  MAPS  AND  ENGRAVINGS 


COMPILED  BY  / 
THE  STATE  HISTORICAi:  SOCIETY 


VOLUME  V. 
1910 


STATE  rURLTSIIING  COMPANY 
Pierre,   South  l»ukota 


I  Oil 


1726930 


CopyHshted    mo.    by    Doane    KoMnson,    for    the    benefit    ot  the 

State  Historical   Society  - 


CONTENTS. 


I. 

Likeness,  Governor  R.  S.  V'"--)f'y. 

II. 

Table  of  Contents. 

III. 

Letter  of  Transmittal. 

IV. 

Officers  and  Committees. 

V. 

Membership. 

VI 

V  J. . 

Finances.  * 

VTT 

V  XX. 

T-*rnrpeflinp's 

VTTT 

V  XXX. 

General  Progress. 

TX 

Librarian's  Report.                                    ;  - 

X. 

Catalogue  Legislative  Reference  Library.  . 

XT 

Eighth  Annual  Review,  1908.               .  :■ 

XII. 

Ninth  Annual  Review,  1909. 

XIII. 

President's  Biennial  Address,  R.  F.  Kerr. 

XIV. 

Territorial  Pioneers,  Frank  Trumbo. 

XV. 

Big  Winter,  1880,  C.  S.  Am.sden. 

XVT 

./V  V  X. 

A  Buffalo  Hunt,  Thomas  L.  Riggs. 

XVII. 

Dedication  Log  School  Plouse,  Doane  Robinson. 

XVIII. 

Appreciation  of  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Shanafelt. 

'  XIX. 

Joseph  M.  Green. 

V  XX. 

Capital  and  Capitol  History  of  South  Dakota. 

V  XXI. 

Reminiscences  of  John  Pattee. 

XXII. 

Early  Surveys  of  South  Dakota. 

i 


.y>: 

.17X 


;:!  i 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Hen.  Robert  S.  Vessey.  Governor.  ■  . 

Pierre,  South  Dakota. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  the  fifth  biennial 
report  and  Collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  as  required  by 
Section  3285  of  the  Political  Code  and  in  comformity  to  the  special 
provisions  of  Chapter  290  of  the  Laws  of  1909,  regulating-  the 
making  of  reports  of  State  Officers,  Boards^  and  Institutions  to  the 
governor,  and  the  printing  of  the  same.  .  . 

Faithfully, 

DOANE  ROBINSON, 
^  Secretary. 


STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Delorme  W.  Robinson,  President.*  ,  : 

Charles  E.  DeLand,  Vice  President. 

Doane  Robinson,  Secretary  and  Superintcn  h  n' 

George  G.  Johnson,  Treasurer^  ex-officio-  .   .     .  .  .. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  '       _.  [\ 

Thomas  L-  Riggs,  term  expires  191 1. 
Gary  T.  Xotson,  term  expires  1911, 
Robert  F.  Kerr,  term  expires  1911. 
DeLorme  W.  Robinson,  term  expires  191 1.  . 
Charles  E.  DeLand,  term  expires  1913. 
Burton  A.  Cummins,  term  expires  1913.  ;  - 

John  Hayes,  term  expires  1913.  :  ,  .  ;^ 

Charles  ^I.  Daley,  term  expires  1913.  •      .    •  . 

Pattison  F.  ?\IcClure,  term  expires  191 5-  .  ;- 

PZdward  P.  Farr,  term  expires  191 5.  _  ;  . 

George  W.  Xash,  term  expires  191 5- 

Robert  S.  Vessey,  Governor,  ex-officio.  ' 
Samuel  C.  Policy,  Secretary  of  State,  ex-officio-  ' 
John  Hirning,  Auf^^itor,  ex-oflicio. 

Doane  Robinson,  Secretary,  cx-officio.     •  " 

SUBORDINATE  COMMITTEES. 

Finance — Cummins,  DeLand  and  ]\IcClure. 
Printing — President,  DeLand  and  Secretary. 
Library — Daley,  Riggs  and  Secretary.. 
Museum — AlcClure,  Farr  and  Secretary.  • 
Gallery — Kerr,  Nash  and  Playes. 

♦Since   this  rei)ort   was   r'^eparod    Dr.    Robinson   died,   Sept.   26,  1910. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  fourth  biennial  meeting  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
South  Dakota  was  held  at  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives 
in  the  old  capitol  at  Pierre  on  the  evening  of  January  20,  1910: 
President  Robert  F.  Kerr,  presiding,  and  Governor  Vessey  occupy- 
ing a  chair  upon  the  olatform.  An  invocation  was  offered  by  Dr. 
H.  P.  Carson,  of  Huron,  and  a  song  was  beautifully  rendered  by 
the  Dudley  Buck  Quartette  composed  of  ^Messrs.  Askin,  Kienholz, 
Quakenbush  and  Riggs-  President  Kerr  delivered  his  biennial 
address  upon  "Some  Unconscious  Factors  in  Our  Historic  Develop- 
ment." 

The  biennial  election  of  members  of  the  executive  committee 
followed.  To  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Thomas  M.  Shanafelt,  Gary  T.  Xotson,  of  }vlitchell.  To  succeed 
Seth  Bullock,  Louis  K.  Lord  and  George  W.  Xash,  whose  terms 
expire  with  this  meeting;  Pattison  F.  McClure  of  Pierre,  Edward 
P.  Farr,  of  Pierre,  and  GeargeAV.  Xash,  of  Aberdeen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  election  an  hour  was  spent  in  reminis- 
cences of  early  days  in  Daokta  territory  by  Hon.  Frank  Trumbo,  of 
Wagner,  Hon.  C.  S-  Amsden  of  ^^lilbank,  Hon.  Charles  E.  DeLand 
of  Pierre  and  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Riggs   of  Oahe. 

At  the  close  of  the  biennial  meeting  the  executive  committee 
assembled  and  organized  by  the  choice  of  Dr.  DeLorme  W.  Rob- 
inson, for  president,  and  Hon.  Chas.  E.  DeLand  for  vice  president. 
The  regular  standing  committees  as  published  upon  another  page, 
were  duly  appointed.  The  following  resolutions  were  presented 
and  unanimously  passed:  "Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this 
society  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  T^r.  DeLorme  W. 
Robinson,  for  tht-  generous  gift  of  his  extensive  Sioux-  Indian 
Museum,  and  the  secretary  of  the  society  is  hereby  directed  to 
preserve  such  collection  and  add  to  it  from  time  to  time  as  oppor- 
tunitv  offers  to  secure  other  valuable  and  unique  relics  of  the  Sioux 
peoi)le,  and  to  keep  and  c-ta1)li>h  the  same  as  "The  Delorme  W. 
Robinson  Sioux  Indian  ]\lu.-.eum." 
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"Resolved  that  the  thanks  of  the  State  Historical  Society  are 
l-ereby  tendered  to  Hon.  Charles  E.  DeLand  for  h,s  eKhausttve 
abors  in  preparing  his  excellent  treatises  upon  *e  forgoes  o 
South  Dakota;  labors  .-hich  were  performed  unselfishly  and  uUh 
out  thought  of  reward."  ,  .  v  \ 
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GENERAL  PROGRESS. 


The  department  of  History  has  arrived  at  a  stage  of  its  de- 
velopment where  the  routine  of  its  five  divisions  exhausts  the  time 
and  the  energy  of  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants,  leaving 
little  opportunity  for  pursuing  the  work  into  new  fields.  We  now 
have  five  distinct  divisions,  each  requiring  painstaking  care  and 
much  labor  and  there  are  but  five  individuals  employed  in  carry- 
in"-  on  the  diverse  lines  of  work.  While  each  assistant  has  spec- 
ialized work  in  some  particular  division  it  is  necessary  to  call  any 
or  all  of  them  at  any  time  into  some  other  division  of  work  where 
the  pressure  for  the  time  being  is  greatest.  The  growth  of  the 
state  makes  a  corresponding  increase  in-  the  stated  and  routine 
duties  of  each  division,  and  to  that  extent  enlarging  our  activities. 

REMOVAL  TO  NKW  CAPITOL.  ,  . 

The  notable  incident  in  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  the 
removal  of  the  effects  of  the  department  to  the  new  capitol  and  the 
transportation  of  the  vast  accumulation  of  books  and  property  oc- 
cupied all  of  the  time  which  could  be  devoted  to  it  from  February 
until  May.  It  was  found  impossible  to  get  rooms  connectedly  and 
it  was  therefore  necessary  to  secure  quarters  for  the  Legislative 
Reference  division  in  the  east  wing  of  the  capitol,  under  the 
supreme  court  library,  where  the  state  documentary  library  is 
established  in  care  of  ^Ir.  Thomas  Askin,  assistant  librarian. 

Space  for  the  congressional  sheep  set  was  found  in  the  main 
room  in  the  west  wing  intended  for  the  gallery  and  exhibition 
purposes ;  the  general  miscellaneous  library  is  placed  in  the  north 
room;  the  newspaper  department  and  reading  room  is  in  the  base- 
ment, while  some  ten  thousand  volumes  of  valuable  miscellaneous, 
matter  are  shelved  in  an  unfinished  and  unheated  room  in  the 
basement  where  they  are  taking  injury  from-  the  dampness  which 
accumulates  in  an  unventilated  basement  room. 

The  capitol  commission  provided  the  department  with  a  fine 
outfit  of  metal  furniture  and  exhibition  cases  which  render  the 
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work  much  easier  and  more  convenient  than  hitherto.  The  exhibi- 
tion cases  are  housed  in  the  main  corridor  of  the  ground  floor  of 
the  capitol  and  are  a  source  of  much  interest  to  the  pubhc.  Every 
portion  of  the  rooms  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  department  is  filled 
to  its  utmost  capacity  already,  except  the  newspaper  division  of  the 
library  where  we  have  space  for  expansion  for  a  period  of  perhaps 
six  years. 

THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

Owing  to  the  conditions  above  set  out  the  State  Historical 
Society  division  has  undertaken  no  new  work  during  the 
biennium  but  has  been  forced  to  content  itself  with  the  arrange- 
ment and  indexing  of  the  matter  in  hand,  the  making  of  notes 
upon  such  historical  topics  as  came  within  our  reach  and  in  sup- 
plying historical  information  to  the  many  inquirers  who  come  to 
us  personally  or  by  letter.  So  far  as  possible  the  secretary  has 
responded  to  invitations  to  speak  upon  state  history  and  has  made 
twentv-one  addresses  during  the  past  two  years,  in  dift'ercnt  por- 
tions of  the  state. 

At  a  small  expense  the  society  provided  a  rustic  granite 
monument  to  be  erected  upon  the  site  where  the  Shetak  captives 
were  rescued  in  1862  which  is  situated  near  ^[obridge,  in  W^alworth 
-  countv,  and  the  Old  Settlers'  Association  of  that  county  provided  a 
•  suitable  b^ise  for  the  same  and  set  it  up  and  duly  dedicated  it  upon 
June  16,  1909.  Former  president,  Robert  F.  Kerr,  represented  the. 
society  at  the  dedication  exercises. 

On  August  25,  1909.  the  citizens  of  A'crmillion  dedicated  a  fine 
monument  which  marks  the  site  of  the  first  permanent  school  house 
built  in  Dakota  territory.  The  secretary  was  present  upon  invita- 
tion and  delivered  an  address. 

A  rustic  ^rranite  monument  to  mark  the  site  of  old  Fort  Sully, 
near  the  capitol,  has  been  ordered  by  the  society  but  not  yet 
delivered. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  title  to  the  site  of  Old  Fort 
■   Pierre,  which  for  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  was 
the  chief  center  of  civilization  in  the  Upper  Missouri  valley  and 
as  soon  as  a  survey  has  been  completed  to  accurately  l(;cate  the 
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ground  a  deed  will  be  made  as  a  free  gift  to  the  state  of  the  site, 
by  Hon.  James  PhiUp,  the  present  owner. 

The  citizens  of  Bon  Homme  are  moving-  in  the  matter  of  a 
suitable  monument  to  mark  the  site  of  the  first  school  house  built 
in  the  territory.  The  society  is  not  participating  in  this  but  is  in- 
terested in  it  as  an  important  historical  monument. 

Durng  the  past  biennium  five  new  life  members  and  one 
annual  member  have  come  into  the  Society  and  two  life  members, 
Dr.  Thomas  M.  Shanafelt  and  Colonel  Joseph  M.  Green  have  died. 

STATE  LIBRARY. 

The  removal  of  the  state  library  from  the  old  capitol  bruaght 
to  light  very  many  valuable  volumes  which  had  for  years  been 
buried  in  the  basement  of  the  old  building. 

The  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets  in  the  library 
at  this  time  is  as  follows: 


Bound  I 

Vol-  1 

umes 

1 

South    Dakota  Division  

1 

2,433 

Historical  and  Miscellaneous   

1,113 

Congressional    Sheep  Set...  

4,827 

Legislative  Reference   

5,312 

7,500 

Total   

21,185 

It  is  highly  important  that  early  provision  be  made  for  housing 
the  unclassified  books  now  stored  in  the  basement  where  they  are 
constantly  taking  injury. 

The  library  is  more  and  more  referred  to  each  year  both 
by  visitors  and  through  the  mail.  It  is  a  great  public,  educational 
convenience  which  should  have  the  care  of  the  state  and  means 
to  develope  it  and  keep  it  up  with  the  demands  of  the  times. 

THE  CENSUS. 

All  that  is  attempted  in  this  divisi(^n  is  an  annual  review  of 
the  progress  of  the  state  a  leading  feature  of  which  is  a  summary 
of  the  yield  and  value  of  the  state's  productions.    The  issues  of 
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this  review  for  the  years  1908  and  1909  are  printed  herewith.  The 
aim  is  to  make  this  annual  review  brief  but  comprehensive, 
setting  out  tersely  current  conditions  and  the  public  exhibits  a 

keen  interest  in  it. 

The  estimates  upon  production  contained  in  it  are  based  upon 
information  'secured  through  a  system  of  postal  card  inquiries 
sent  out  to  intelligent  citizens  in  every  county;  upon  returns  of 
actual  shipments  made  to  this  department  by  the  several  railroad 
companies  operating  in  the  state  and  from  personal  observation 
of  the  secretary  who  annually  makes  a  trip  for  the  purpose 
over  the  state. 

THE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

This  division  of  the  work  of  the  departm.ent  is  one  that  in- 
volves a  vast  deal  of  labor,  taking  up  all  of  the  time  of  one  assis- 
tant and  about  one  half  of  the  time  of  two  others  in  addition 
to  the  superintendence  of  it.         ,  . 

The  writer  regards  it  of  the  first  importance  that  this  work 
be  continued  and  enlarged.     In  addition  to  its  vast  importance 
historically  and  in  the  preservation  of  the  public  health  i:  lias 
won  for  South  Dakota  the  high  distinction  of  having  the  luwest 
death  rate  of  any  state  in  America  and  consequently  cr.  any 
community  in  the  world.     In  the  progress  of  the  enlightened 
world  it  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  duty  of  every  civilized 
community  to  keep  a  record  of  its  people,  their  births,  deaths, 
marriages,    divorce,    and    other    social    statistics.     I    believe  it 
would  be  wisdom  to  add  the  collation  of  all  the  state's  criminal 
statistics  to  the  work  of  this  division.    It  is  rather  surprising  to 
learn  that  in  South  Dakota  no  means  are  provided  to  afford  in- 
formation  pertaining   to   crime;    the   number   of    offenses;  the 
number  brought  to  trial;  the  number  of  convictions  and  the  like. 
•  Such  information  is  of  the  first  importance,  and  should  certainly 
be  no  longer  neglected. 

LKGISLATIVE  REl'KRENCI-S. 
The  work  of  this  division  is  well  revealed  in  the  report  of 
Mr.  Thos.  Askin,  assistant  librarian  which  is  hereto  appended. 
In  the  address  recently  delivered  by  Chief  Justice  Whiting  of  the 
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^  w.fArP  the  South  Dakota  Conservation  and  De- 
Supreme  Court,  befor    *e  Sout  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^.^^^^ 

velopment  Congress,  he  sa  d.     i  am  g 

a  Legislative  reference  division  and  I  hope 

be  enlarged."  ,     .      ,  crrpat  service  will  not  be 

That  the  Division  is  doing  the  state  a  great  service  w 

gainsaid  by  any  one  conversant  with  its  work. 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION. 

The  secretary  of  this  department  has  acted  during  the  past 
ihe  sec       y  ^^^^^^  Conservation  Com- 

to  the  conservation  of  the  states  re:.oui  Or,„th 
1     n(     In  this  connection  he  acted  as  secretary  ot  the  South 

June  to  pLoting  the  success  of  the  meetmg. 


REPORT  ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN.         ■         '  , 

Pierre,  South  Dakota,  July  i8,  igio- 
Hon.  Doane  Robinson,  Superintendent, 
Pierre,  South  Dakota. 
Vhave  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  a  statement  relative  to 
the  l^s  of  the  Division  of  Legislative  Reference  covering 

?rret2?orrf\rD;-sLn:rof  ciassifym.  - 
, j:;   1  u^n  -...ts  ^ich  the^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

i,.forn.ation,  has  been  car.ed    ^         .^^^ ^v    been  introdtKed 

of  the  legislature  desired  to  use  a^  drafts  or 
o  7L    With  the  financial  assistance  of  Governor  R  S^  Vc.se> 
°*  .  i-„ed  its  first  bulletin  entitled,  "A  Digest  of 

the  Division         ^        ^Vince  Statehood".     The  two  especial 
^TC-hLh  n;   attention  during  the  year  tc,o8.  .ere 

Crread-  tlna  rnde.i^g  of  the  two  voUunes  of  the  C.nstitu- 

T^^^:.-:^ir^'::^:i^  r;^-  of 

y^elnnuaX^^^^^^  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota  and  the  Annual 

on  all  subiects.    Seventy  letters  revesting  intornuUiou  ..re 

•     1  .n^iU  nf  the  letter  sent  out  by  the  DniMon. 

"'^trg  tt:  seirof  t,.  legislature,  the  Division  advised 
with  the  ntembers  and  drafted  for  then  many  measures.    .  t  1 
;U  the  legislators  made  such  demands  upon  the  Divisi-.n.  that 
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it  was  necessary  for  the  Superintendent,  his  stenographer,  myself, 
and  two  stenographers  especially  assi^d  to  the  Division,  to 
devote  our  entire  time  and  efforts  to  give  the  desired  assistance. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  subjects  on  which  the  Division  gave  in- 
formation to  the  members  of  the  session  of  1909.  ,. 

Agriculture,  Board  of.  .     ■  '  •  ■ 

Animals. 

Apportionment,  congressional.  •       -    '  ' 

Assessment. 

Automobiles— good  roads  for.  •  / 

gallots—constitutional  amendments  on.  •       . .  >  ■ 

Banks— depositaries— deposits— guaranty.  ...  > 

Bills— number  introduced.  .      :  : 

Birds — shooting  of.  ..      .  . 

Boiler — steam — inspection.  .  .  -  ■ 

'Bounties — wolves.  •  -  .  . 

Breweries — owning  saloons.  .  .        •  ;  .  -  . 

Cars — minimum  weio-ht.  •  ■    ...      ^  .... 

Certificates— third  grade.  ^    ^  ' 

Chaplain  penitentiary.        '  .     ^  _ 

Cities— water  boards— assessment.       ,  ' 
Cigarettes.  .   ,.     .  ;  .  .  ^ 

Competition  unfair.  ; .  .  -.  ;.. 

Corporations.  ,  -  ■• 

County  option.  ..  ..  -     .^-^  ' 

County  superintendents. 

Courts— circuit— supreme.  .      *  :  .       •  ' ■. 

Criminal  law.  ^ 

Depositories. 

Deer  laws. 

Divorce.  .        •  ■ 

Discrimination  unfair.  ;     .-       •  ' 

Dog  tax. 
Drainage. 

Drinking  on  trains. 
Drugs. 

Folio — 2. 


^^^^  .iqi^^j 
) 
J 
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Election  judges. 
Election  returns. 

Engines — traction.  ' 

Exemptions. 

Fair  Coroorations. 

Feed  racks. 

Fence  partition. 

Flag  desecration.  - 
Food  and  drugs. 

Fort  Meade.  '  v  v  - 

Freight  rates.  ■  ■ ; 

Game  laws. 

Glanders. 

Good  roads. 

Gopher  bounty. 

Grain  certificates. 

Grain  comoanies.  .;.  ,  i 

Grain  elevators. 

Hail  insurance.  • 
Headlights— electric.   ^  - '  •  " 

Health.  /     •    -       -•  ■  '        -  - 

Herd  Laws.  \     .      '  ' 

Highways. 

Immigration.  -  '  •  ' 

Indeterminate  sentence.  '  ,      •  • 

Insane — maintance  of.  '■  " 

Intoxicants.  .  '  ■  ; 

Insurance — accidont — ^lits  with  policy. 
Interest  on  state  warrants. 

Jurors— summons  by  mail— challcn^re  to  in  criminal 
Law,  criminal. 

Legislative  Reference — lobby. 
Liens. 

Meandered  lakes. 
Mining. 

Mortgages — taxation  of. 
Music  in  public  schools. 


lit 
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Musk  rats. 

Normal  schools— appropriations. 
Oil  inspection — tests. 

Patent  medicine^.  .     „  '      _  . 

Penitentiary. 

Plat  books.       -  ■     "   '  .  . 

Poor  laws. 

Population — apportionment.  • 
Portraits. 

Property — procuring:  succession  to,       "  ;  ~ 

Provoke  law.  "  '  - 

Public  buildings. 
Public  utilities. 

Railroads — feed  racks — troughs — rates— time  tables. 
Referendum. 

Roads,  good.  •       .  .  - 

Right  of  way.  . 
Scales  at  stations.  ■ 
School  books.      ■  . 

School  bonds.  •  ' 

School  lands.  ■ .  ■■ 

School — normals. 

School — state  aid. 

Seeds,  -^ure. 

Sewerage.  •  . 

Stallions. 

Suffrage. 

Supreme  Court.  .  ' 

Tarriff,  lumber  and  wool. 

Tax  on  mortgages.  •  * 

Tax  commission,  •■  \  .  ..  * 

Tax  titles. 

Telephone  connection,  rates. 
Telegraph. 

Treating.  - 
Traction  engines. 
Twine  Plant. 
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University. 

Unfair  competition. 

Water  boards.  - 
Waiting  Rooms  at  stations. 

During  the  session  of  igocj  a  record  in  the  shape  of  a  card 
index  was  kept  showing  each  member's  name  and  the  assistance 
desired.  The  record  shows  that  eighty-five  legislators  made  use 
of  the  Division  of  Legislative  Reference. 

As  assistant  librarian,  I  helped  transfer  the  effects  of  the 
Department  of  History  from  the  old  to  the  new  Capitol.  Smce 
occupying  the  new  quarters,  I  have  been  engaged  in  cataloging 
and  indexing  the  State  Documentary  Library.  I  hand  you  here- 
with the.  manuscript  of  the  catalog. 

Respectfully,  '■• 
Thos.  Askin, 

:  Leo-islative  Reference  Librarian. 


CATALOG 

Of  Publications  in  the  South  Dakota  State 
Documentary  Library 

The  letter  p.  following-  a  date  signifies,  paper  bound. 

AI^ABAMA 

Documents 

Governor's   message,    1896.  p. 

'  Journals 

-  House    1S73.  ' 

Senate  lS71i-3.  . .  :  ■ 

1873.  ■  " .    ;,■  •     ^  '■'  ■    ;■■  -■  ■  ■ 

Code    3   volumes.  ;.  :■ 

Reports  '  - 

:    ,  Auditor   1SS7-8,  p.  '  " 

^  1889    3   copies,  p. 

Superintendent   of  E-Aucatiou    1S79.  1882, 

Treasurer.lSSO,  p.;  1899,   p.;   1900,  p. 

Register  for  IDUi,  l'.;J7. 

ARIZONA  r 
Documents 

Governor's   message    1905,  p. 

Journals 

2nd.    3rd.    9th,    10th,    11th,    12th,    14th,  16th, 

17th,  18th.  19th,  24th  Assemblies. 
2nd,  3rd,  li'tli,  cloth,  others  p. 
Commissions 

Live  stock   2  893,  p. 

Reports 

Treasurer  1900,  p. 

ARKANSAS  \ 
Documents 

Public,  18S7,  1SS8,  1S39.  1850,  1891.  1S92, 
1895,   1896,   181)7,   1898,   1901,  1902. 

Journals 

Hou>:e  1881,  1S89.  1893,  1897.  1903. 
Senate    1881,    1889,     1891,    1893,    1897,  1899, 
1903. 

Boards 

Health,    1881.    1882,  p. 

Railroad   Commissioners,   1899,  1890. 

Reports 

Auditor,   1SS2,   1884,   p.  • 
Insurance   (laws)  1895. 

Secretary    of    State,    1880,    1882,    1890,  1895, 

1806.   1899.  I'.iLKi. 
Scliools,    1.S79.    ISSO,    1S81,  1SS3,  1884, 

1886,     1  887,     1888,     1891,     1S92,     1893,  1894, 

1899.  1900. 
Legislative  hand  book,  1873. 

CAI^IFORNIA 

Documents 

Governor's   message,  1895. 

''-  Journals 

Assembly,    14,   15,    16,    17,    18,    19.    23.    25,  26, 

27,    29,    30,    35,    30.  37. 
Assembly  and  Senate.   14.  1.",   17,  18. 
With   appemliot-s   to.   1.').   17.    ]  s:,  30. 
Senate,  14,  15,  10,  17,  18,  19,  23,  25,  27,  29,  30, 

36,    37.  38. 
Appendix  to,  37,  17,  IS,  in  duplicate. 

Reports 

A<lj.   Gen.    1801.  1n65. 

lUiiMiii-    .iP.d  l.o.'iu  .\.-<<.clat  ions.  18!15.  1900. 
Coniptrolb  r,     ]ssl,     isso,     isSs,     isOl,  1892, 
is:i:;,  i,s9i. 

Commission  on  svstem  of  le:.ral  practice  1896. 
Central  Pacific  Railroad,  1889. 


3rt 


1 .' 
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Laws 


Library 


Register 


Chinese  immigration.  1878. 
Equalization  board,  1889,  1890,  p. 

iun/Srsist!-'':   8,   8.  10.   U,  12th.  9  and  11 

duplicate,  p. 
School,  1871,  1872. 

State    Library-Report    otJ:rusteeb.  1890-9^, 
1892-4;   1894-6;   l,vyS-1900;  1900-02 ;  190  J-4.p. 
Treasurer,   1JS90,  19utJ-8. 
Roster,    government,  1889. 

Blue  book,  1891,  181)3,  1895,  1899,  1903,  190/. 

Corporation,  1905. 
Election,  1890.  p. 
School,   1891,  p. 

State  catalogs,  18t>6.  1970,  1871,  1886,  1889. 
Finding  list,  1892.  p. 

University,   18S7-8;   1SS8-9;  1890-91.  p. 


COLORADO 


Documents 
Boards 


Officers 


Laws 


Library 


Governor's   messasre.    1893.   P-  _  ^ 
Constitutional  convention,  lS7o-b.  p. 

Child  protection,   1905.  p. 

Health,   1904.  p. 

Labor  statistics,   IS^l,  1904. 


Adj.  Gen.   1904.  p. 
Atty.  Gen.  1903-4.  p. 
Auditor.   1890-2,   l9i'3-4.  p. 
Insurance,   1895,  1905. 
Land  commissioners.  1903-4 
Secretary   of   State.  1893-4; 
Schools,    1872,    ISSS.  1888, 

1903,  1905.   (1901.  p.) 
Course   of  study,   1H95.  p. 

Corporation.  1901.  P- 
Election,    1891.  p. 
Insurance,   190(.  p. 


•  P- 

1903-4.  p. 
1895.  1899, 


1801, 


CONNECTICUT 


Laws  of,  1897.  p. 
Catalog-,  1904-5;  1^)5-6.  p. 
Miscellaneon.-  ,  ^^^„ 

Arbor  Day  Manual,  1907,  p. 
Flora  of  Colorado,  1906.  p. 
Washington   and   I^incoln  Day 


1905.  p. 


Documents 


Executive 

Governor's    messajre,    1903.    190d.  p. 
Memorial  to  Governor  Lilley,  1909.  p. 
Public,   1898   voUim<-'s,  1-2-3-4. 

1899  volum€-s,  3-4. 

1900  volumes,  1-2-3-4. 

1901  volumes,  1-2-:;. 

1902  volumes.  1,  part  1  and  2. 
volume  2. 

'  '  volumes,  3,  part  1  and  2. 

volmt-i-.   4,   part  1  and  2. 

1903  volumes.   1.  part  1  and  2. 
voluuie  2. 

volumes,  3,  i)art  1  and  2. 
volunies,   4,   iiart   1   and  2. 

1904  volumes.  1,  part  1  and  2. 
voluiio  2. 

volumes.  3,  ivavt  1   and  2.  _ 
volumes.  4.  pare  1  and  2. 
X905  volumes,  1.  part  1  and  2. 
volume  2. 

volumes,  3.  part  1  and  2. 
volumes.  4.  part   I  and  2. 
1906  volumes.  1,  part  1  and  2. 
volume  2. 

volumes.  3.  part  1  and  2. 
volumes,  4,  part  1  and  2. 
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DELAWARE 


FLORLDA 


GEORGIA 


1907  volumes, 

1908  volumes, 


1-2-3. 


Journals 

Boards 


Officers 


House,   1889,   1901,   1903,   1905,  1907 
Senate.    1889.    1901,    1903,    1905,    190  ^. 

Agriculture.  1874.  p..  1881,  p.,  1883,,  189S. 
Seperates,   Fertilizers  1873. 

Storrs   School,    1882.  ' 

Road  Making:,  1891,  1893. 

Dairy  :\Ianufacturing-,  1874^ 

Domestic   Diseases,   1882,    1896,   1897,  1902. 

Handbook.   1901.  ^    .    .  -.oo^ 

Sheep  and  Lambs  for  Market,  1887. 

Tuberculosis,  1894, 

Farms  for  Sale,  1899.    All  paper  bound. 

Bank  Commissioners,   1909.  p. 

Building:  and  Loan  Commissioners,  1898,  18JJ. 

Educatfon,  1S77,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1888, 
1891,   1S94,   is^'3.  1906. 

Labor  Statistics.  1S87,  1888,  1889,  1891  (vol- 
umes   1    and    2),    1897,    1901,  (duplicate). 

Railroad  Commissioner,   190S,  1909. 

i?t'y.^Gcm.^\^i9-1901;   1901-2;   1905-6;  1906-7. 
Comptroller,    1892,   1899,   1904  1909 
Insurance,    1894    part    2;    1896    part    2;  1909 

parts  1  and  2. 
Treasurer,  1889.  1S95,  1899,  1900,  1909. 
Catalogs,  Poultry,  etc.  1909.  p. 

I'ro^'ramme,   li*09.  p. 

Premium  list,  1909,  p.  .  -r-r  ^ 
Connecticut  Fair  Association,  Hartford. 


Documents 

Journals 

Laws 
Reports 


Governor's  messag-es,  1887,  1SJ3,  190' 
Minutes  of  Council,  1776-1792. 

House,   190.3.  p.  , 
Senate,  1905.  p.  '  '   ■  '  •  ■ 

Schools,  18S1. 


Vuditor,   1S99.  1900-1-2-3-4-5-6,  '06  duplicate. 
-  Health,  1S07-8,  p.  1902-4  duplicate. 

Schools.  1880.   18Sr>,  1888.  1890,  1898.  p. 
Treasurer,  18S7,  1897,  1905. 
Miscellaneous 

State   Library   catalog-,  1900. 


Documents 


Journals 


Reports 
\ 


Documents 
Journals 


Constitutional   Convention,   1885,  p. 

Public.  1891,  18:'7.  1899,  1903.  V.'OS,  fvolumes 
1  and  2.)  1506,  (volumes,  1-2-3.)  1907, 
1908.  (volume  2.)  1909,  (volumes.  1  and 
3.)    .  .  • 


1.  1883. 
1897,  189S 

1889.  189' 


Assembly.  185 
House,  1889. 

1909. 
Senate.  1883. 

1907.1909. 


Agriculture.  1889.  1891, 
Health.  1907.  p. 
Schools.  1892. 


1903, 
1899, 


1905. 

1903, 


1907, 
1905, 


1909. 


Laws 


Governor's  messages.  1906-7-8-9. 

House.  1890  to  1896.  1899,  1900  to  04,  1906 
to  1908.  •  ^ 

Senate.  1890  to  1896,"  1899.  1901  to  1906. 
1908.  19u9. 

School.  1909,  p.  •  . 
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Reports        A    iculture,   1901,  1907. 

Attorney  General.  1906,  1908,  t>. 

Comptroller,   1906-7-8.     _    „    io    i-?     is  m 

Entomology   Bulletins,    6,    8,   12,    13,    18,  iO, 
23,    24,   26.    27,   29,   30,   31,  p. 

Health,  1907,  p. 

Insurance,  1908. 

Librarian,  State.  1906,  1909,  p. 

Penitentiary,  1892,  p.  >  • 

Pensions,  1907-8-9.  p.  ,    .  ' 

Prisons,  1908-9.  p. 

Railroad  Commissioners,  190  < -8. 

Schools,    1801-2.    1894.    1906,  1908. 

Secretary  of  State.  1907-8.  p,  ^ 

Treasurer,   1901.  1906-7-8. 
Miscellaneous  . 

Bar  Association,   1907,  1909. 


ILLINOIS 


Documents 


Journal 


Reports 


Reports  to  the  Assembly,  1869,  volume  1. 
1871,  volume   1,  2. 
1873,  volume   1,   2,   3,  4,  5. 
1875,   volume   1,  2. 

1877,    volume    1,    part    1,    2,    volume  II 
part  1,  2. 

1879,  volume  1,  2,  3,  4. 

1880,  volume  4. 

1881,  volume  1,   2,  3. 

1882,  volume  1.  .  .       .  * 

1883,  volume  2,  3.  •    •  . 

1887,  volume  1,  2,  3,  4. 

1888,  volume   5.  .  ■     '  ■ 

1889,  volume  1,  2,  3,  4.         ■  . 

1890,  volume  1,  2,  3,  4.  5. 
1892,  volume  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
1897,   volume   1,   2.  J. 

Constitutional  Convention.  .  .  . 

Debates  volume  1,  2.        .      -         -  ■ 
Journal. 

House.  1S69,  (volume  1.  2.->^  1873    (volume  2). 

1875-7-9.    18^1.    1882-3-5-7-9,    1891-3-d,  1899 

duplicate,  1901.  ^  , 

Senate.  1869  (Volume  1).  1873.  1874,  (yolume 

2    1S75-7-9,  1881-3-5-7-9,   1891-3-5-7-8.  1899. 

1901. 


Adj.    Gen.,    1861    volume    1.    2,    3,    4..  1873-4, 

1875-7,   1891-2,   1893-4.  _        ^   ^  ^, 

Agriculture.   8,   10,  11,   12,  14,  15  and  dupli- 
cate of  16.  . 
■  :    Atty.  Gen..   1  874-6-S,   1886.       -  .      ■  • 
Auditor.   1876,  1878,  p.  : 'i^: ' 

:■:    '  Civil  Service.  1898. 

Comptroller.  1902. 
Equalization. .  187o,  1878. 

Labi?'  mi.  duplicate,  1894.  1897. 

Labor.  Coal.  1894.  1908. 

Live  Stock.  1S90.  1899,  1900. 

Prisons,   1904-5.  .070  ,  c  r  7  r  a 

Railroad      Commissioners,      ISl o-i-b-b-  i-b-J, 

188  01'^-'^ 

School,    1869-70.   1873    duplicate.    1875  dupli- 
cate, 1879   duplicate,   1881  duplicate,  1883- 
5-7-81891- 3 -4. 
Secretary  of  St:itp.   1874-6-8,  ISSO- 
Treasurer.  1876,  18S0.  „  „  ,        ,0-0  locn 

University.   Industrial.   1872-3-4-5.   18<8.  1880, 
Waterways.  1909,  p. 
Miscellaneous 

Catalog  State  Library,  1900. 
Chicago  Harbor.  1909. 


INDIANA 


Documents 


1888,  part  1-2. 
1889. 
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1890,  part  1-2. 
1892. 

1S94.  part  1-2.  ... 

1896.  •    "  :■■ 

1808,  part   1-2.  " 

1899. 

1900,  part  1-2. 

1901. 

1903. 

1904,  part  1-2. 

1906,  part  1-2. 

Governor'^  meslages,  Mount.  1897-1901  ;Had- 
ley,  1908;  Haniy,  1905-9;  Durbm,  190o. 

Keports  1899-1900.    1901-2-3-4  ^. 

Attv.  Gen.  1890-1900-2-3-4.  1907-8. 
\ttv  Gen.  lsSO-1000-2-3-4,  1907-8. 
a"  iculture,    ISGO.   1S96-7,   1S99,   1903-4,  1905, 

Agriculture.   1890,   1896-7.  1899,   1900,  1903-4. 
Auditor  In-urniice.   1892.   1901,  1904. 
Cli'^  ritif--    :it;(l  Corrections 
rUill.-tins.    r.i(.4-5-0-7-S-9.  p. 
P.litui,    IS'r.t,    1904-5-6-7-S  p. 
Bovs'  School.  1904-5.  1908,  p. 
Deaf.   1904-5-6-7-S,  p. 
Girls'  School.  1904-5-6-7-8,  p. 
Insane  o  •  • 

Northern,  1904,  190.-S,  p.      '  ■  •     '  . 

Ka.'^tern,  1904-5,  1907-8. 
Southern,   1904-5.  1908. 
Central.  1004-5.  1907-8. 
Feeble  T^Tindcd,   1904-5,  1907-8,  p. 
Investisiations,  I'^^O,  p.  . 
Prisons,    1904,  1908. 
Soldiers'  Home.  1904-5,  1907-S. 
Reports  Regular,   1901-2,   1904.  190;,  190S. 
Custodian   Public  Property,   1900-1,  1904-.D-6, 

lonx. 
Dairy.  190S-9,  p. 
•      '      Entomologist.   1907-8.  ^^^^ 
Factories    Inspection,    1898,    1900,    1904,  1906, 
1907. 

Farmers'  Institiites.  1906.  1907.  1908. 
Fisheries  and  Game,  1903-4,  1907-8. 
Fore'-;trv.    1  9 '>r)-6-7-S. 

Health,'  1888.    1890,    1892.    1898,    1900,  1902, 
19H3.  1906-7. 

Horticulture,    1890.    1900-1,  1904-5-6-7-8. 
Lat>or.    i;»0.']-4,  1907-S. 
Dibrarv.  1901  -4,  1907-8. 

Cataloir,   1903,   1905-6.  ^  ^^^^ 

Medical     Retristration,     1898-9.     1901,  1904, 
■  1906-7. 
■  Phnrmacy.  1907. 

Railro.'ul   Commissioners,  1907-8. 

Schools.  1S7V.  1SSO-S2-S4,  1888,  1890-92,  1896- 

98.    1900-02.    1908.  ^^^^ 
Secretary    St^itp.    1873-4-5,1877,    1881-3,  1890, 

1900,   iOOO,  1908. 
Statistics.     1.SS7-S-9-90,  1891-2-3-4-5-6-7-S-9. 

10011-1-2-3-4.  1907-<^. 
Tf»\-    Commission.    18'.tl.    1899,  1902-4-5. 
Treasurer,   IsOO.  1902-3-4-5,  1907. 
Veterinarian,  1904.  1  908. 

^^^^  \^sessment  and  Taxation.  1899.  1904. 

Klectic^n.    IS'.tO.    1891,  1903. 
Insurance.  1^99. 
School.   1S^3.    1  907. 

Lef^islative  Manual.  1899,  1905-7-9. 

Miscellaneous  ^  ^  •  .^a.  c  ^ 

Aead.  tnv   of   Science.  1901-5-6. 
Arbor   Dnv   .\niiual.   1  905-6.   1  908. 
Par  .\ssociati».n.    1  903.   1  906,  I'.tOS-O. 
Trustees'    .\ssoci;ition,  1905. 
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Documents 


Journals 


Reports 


1870,  volume,  1-2. 
1872,  volume.  1-2. 
1876,  volume,  1-2-3. 

1878,  volume,  1-2.  . 
1880,  volume,  1-2-3-4.  -  ,  . 

1882,   volume,   1-2-3-4-5.  ^     <    .  . 

1884,  volume,  1-2-3-4-5. 
1886,  volume,  1-2-3-4-5. 
1888,  volume.   1-2-3-4.  '  ■ 

1800,    volume,  1-2-3-4-5-6. 
1892,   volume,  1-2-3-4-5-6. 
1804.   volume,  1-2-3-4-5. 
1007,   volume,  1-2-3-4. 
1000,    volume,  1-2-3-4-5-6. 
Executive  Council,  1005,  p..  1908.  p. 
Executive  Governor'.s  messages.  Gears  187X 
Bois  1892,  Carroll  1909,  Garst  1909,  p. 

House,  1840,  1862,  1868,  1870,  1876,  1878, 
1880,  18S4,  18S6,  1890,  1S94,  1900.  1901. 
1000. 

Senate,  IStii.  1S62,  1868,  1870,  1873,  1876, 
1878,  ISSO,  1882.  1884,  1886,  1890,  1804, 
1901,  1900. 

Adjutant  General.  1856-7,  1861,  1864-5,  dupli- 
cate 1866,  1S67  duplicate,  1873-5-6,  1879, 
1881. 

Agriculture,   1870,  1S8S. 

Year  Book,  1003.  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

Auditor,    1S67,   p.,    1887,   1889,    p..    1891,  1893, 

1890,  p. 
Charities  and  Corrections 

Criminal     Returns,      1878-9  duplicate, 
1886-7. 

'    '  ■         Industrial  School,   1889.  ■  , 

■    r  ■    -     '        Insane,   ISSO.  •     ,  ■ 

Penitentiary,  ISSO. 
Soldiers'  Home,  1889. 
Dairy.   1X89,  p. 
Fish,   188  0. 
Horticulture.  ISSJs. 

Immisration-Rf^ourccs,  1858,  1873,  18.9. 
1885,  1808.  all  p. 

•  Insurance.  1888.  1889,  p. 
Dahor,   1883.  ISSO. 
Eand.    1870  duplicate. 
I.ibrarian.  1805.  1003.  1908. 

'    .    ".       Mine  Inspector.  1SS9. 

Railroad   Commissioners,  1878. 

Assessed  valuation  of  land,  1890-1-2-3-4. 

•  ■  all  p.  -  _ 

School.    18S0-1-2.    ISOO.  1S02-3-4-O. 
Sioux  Citv  .'Schools,  1804-0. 
-.      ■         Secretary   of  State,  1880. 
Treasurer,  ISSO. 

Veterinarian    Surgeon,    1S88,    p.,  IScSO. 
Weather,  ISSS. 

Miscellaneous 

Bar  Association,  1003,  1904,  p. 
Census,  1005.  3  copies.  ,r./^4  c 

Register  1S8S.  IsSO.  ISOO.  1000-1.  1004-5, 
1906  duplicate,  1009-10.   3  copies. 


KANSAS 

Documents 


1879-80.    1881-2,    1885-6.    1887-8.    volume.  1-2, 

1887-8.  volume.  1-2. 

1889-90,   volume.  1-2. 

1801-2   volume.  1-2. 

1803-4.  volume.  1-2. 

1805-6,   volume,  1-2. 

1807-8.    lOUl-2,  1003-4. 

Executive.   Governor's  messages,   Hoch  1008. 
p.,  Stubbs,   1000,  p. 
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Journals 


Reports 


House.  1855 

5-7-8. 
Senate,  1881-3-5 


1S81-3-5-6-7,  1891-3-5-7,  1803- 
7,  1891-3-5-7-9,  1905-7-8. 
lSTO-80,  1907-8. 


1S84-5-6,  1897- 


Adjutant  General, 
AgricultiHX'  ^c--  c- 

Biennial   Re-ports.  lS.o-6,  ^ 

8,    IS'jy.  l*j01---3-4-o-b-i-8. 
Quarterlv     p.     March,     December  189o. 
i^.  pteniher  December  189 1,  Marcn 

1S9S.    March.    December    1899,  March. 
■  December  1900,  March,  December  1901, 
September     U-^'.     ^March,  September 
1903.     March,     September,  Deceniber, 
i:io4.     March.     June,     December  190&, 
IMavch      Sei-teiTiber,     December  IJOb. 
March.    September    1907,    March  1908, 
March  19i)9. 
Attorney  General.  1507-S. 
Au<Utor,   1SS6.  10U7-S. 
Bank  Commi.^sion,  iv^o.  . 
Kui'.linu"   and   Loan    Associations,  1884, 
Chariti.'S    an-l    . \>rr»:Ctions,  1906-7-8. 

l-onitMUi.iries,  190<-S.  . 

Health.  ls.s3-7-s. 
Horticnltnre,   1    <  <  • 

Insurance.    l.M<2.  _  ^  ^    irAi  ^  c 

Labor    iss7-sit.   1S90-1-3-D-6-7,  1904-i-S 
Librarian.    State,    1><^ks  I'-^OI-^'^'q.Sc 
Printer-cost   of  school   '-'Ooks    19i>8.  ^ 
Rail'^oad    Commissioners.    l88o-4-o-b- 1 , 

3_4-5-6-7-S.    1905,  19hS. 
Schools.  1S7S,  1S81-2-3-4,  1S93-4-5. 
Secretary  of  St;ite.  1S91-2,  1899-1900, 
Tax  Commission.  lOOs-O. 
Tr*-asurer,    lh83--},   1SS9-90,  1907-b. 


1908. 


1890- 


1907 


MiscellaneoLi.- 


KENTUCKY 


Documents 


Academv  of  Science.  1SS7-S8,  1S91--. 
Bar  As.--ociation.   I'."t3.  1906. 
Blue   Book,    I  S '.a.  1893. 


1889,    volume,  1-2-3-4-5. 
T.S.SS-90,    volnme,  1. 
1891,    volume  2-3-4. 
1891-2,  volume,  5. 
l!S'j2,    volume,  1. 
ls'.tl-2-3.  volume, 
]S'.t3-4.    volume,  2 
lg<j3-4-:,.  volume, 
lis96-7.   volume,  1 
1897-1900.   volume,  1. 
1898,   volnme  1. 
1S9S-9.   vcdume   2  and  4. 
I,'^;i9.  vohiint-   1  and  3. 

1900,  volume,  1-2. 

1901.  volumt',  1. 

T.jo:],  volunu'.  1-2-3-4-5-6-7 
1904-5.  volume  1. 
i;tu6-T,    volumo,  1-2. 
Constitut  ional  Convention 
1-2-3-1. 


3-4. 


-b. 
-3-4. 


8-9. 


Debates,  volume. 


Journal 


Jieports 


House. 

1904- 
Senate, 

190  1- 


17G5, 
-G-S. 

-6-S. 


1S96-7-S,  1900, 
1896-7-8,  1900, 


1900  special. 
1900  special, 


Aj^riculturr, 
ARTioultur.v 
Auditor.  IS 
Tnsurancf. 
Librarv.  IS 
Railroad  C. 
SrJio.d,  IS 
Trt»asurer, 


duplicate, 
du  plica  te. 
1876,  1SS7 


ISO  7 
19(iS 
.  p., 
I. 

•T,    1  9  03. 
>tnTri  issioner 


1S93 


1  s; 


■  0.  isss. 
is.sy.  p 


1 S  9  I  - 


189; 
;-4. 


•ton 
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Miscellaneous 


Register,    1894-5-8,  1900-6-8. 


LOUISIANA 


Documents 
Journal 


Reports 


1904-6,   volume,  1-2- 


House, 
Senate, 
190S. 


MAINE 


Journal 


Reports 


18S0. 
1879, 


1890-4-6-8. 
185^8,  1890, 


1902, 
1894, 


1908,  p. 
1898,  p. 


Adjutant  General,  1903,  p. 
Agriculture,  1901,  1902,  p. 
Appraisers,  1901. 
Attorney   General,    1902,  p. 
Auditor,   1900-1,  1907,  p. 
Kioloqic  Bulletins,  1902-4,  p. 
Canal    I'.oard,    19u4,  p. 
Charities  and  Corrections 

Charitv   Hospital,  1901-3. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  1903. 

Industrial    Institute,  1904. 

Isane    Asylum,  1904. 

I'ension  I,ists,  1902-4. 

lVnitentiar\-,  1902-3. 

Foldiers'   Home.  1902-4. 
Crop   Pest  Commission,  1006-7. 
Kngineers.    1902-4,  p. 
Farmers'  Institutes,  1907,  p. 
Labor,   19U2-3,  p. 
Dibrarian.   1S90-2-4,  1902-4. 
Catalog-,    Law,  1905. 
Oyster  Commission,  1904. 
Port  of  New  Orleans,   1903  . 
Secretary   of   State,  1902. 
Schools,   1S7V.  19!)2-3. 
University,  1902. 
Southern.  1903-4. 
lTM,iist.rii!l    Southwestern,    1  904, 
Normal.  1904. 
Treasurer,   1901,  p. 


Documents 


1SS9, 
1S90, 
1S91, 
1892, 
1893, 
1894, 
1895. 
1897, 
1899, 
1900, 
1901. 
1903, 
1904, 
1905. 
1900, 
1907. 
1908, 
1909,  ■ 
J  louse 
Senatt: 


volu  me, 
volume, 
volume, 
volu  me, 
volu  me, 
volume, 
volume, 
volume, 
volume, 
volume, 
volume 
volume, 
vohime. 
volume, 
volume, 
volume, 
volume, 
volu  me, 
1  9  9 . 
1S89 


House, 
Sennte 
1903, 


1S9  5 
1  S95. 
19  09. 


L-2. 
1-2. 
1-2. 
1-2. 
1-2. 
1-2. 
1-2. 

1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2  and 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1900.  1903- 
1901-3-5-' 

duplicn  te, 
1901-3-5- 


1899,  1901-3-5-7. 


Adjut;int  Coner:il.  1^64- 
AerieuUure.  l,Sil- 

"1900-1. 
Arbitr;i tion  P-iard, 
Assf^sors,    1,s:i  1-3-5 
Attoni.-N-   C.  ii.'r;il. 
Audit. ir,    l-N":;.  1905. 
Hanks.    S;ivinu^.  1^01-: 
Deaf,    Portland  School 


is: 


189' 
4-5. 


1906. 

1S90-2-4-6-8. 


1  892. 

,  isMft.  1900-1. 
1^92  dui'licate 


1  900-1 
1900,  p. 
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Charities  and  Corrections  -:    .  .. 

Poor  Report,  Boston,  1S66. 

Penitentiary,  1891,  1900. 
Fisheries 

Inland.    lOno.  •  " 

Sea  and   Shore,  1900. 
Health.  1S90. 

Highways.   190..  iqoi-2-8. 
S^1^S7l9:'Ss^l-l3-4-5!^^i99.  1900. 

Lig^fJlrlsTl.  1S9.-4.  1S99-1900  1903.4.5j6 

Riiilrond      Commissioners,      1891-3-0,  ibyj, 

Scl^CHd^^'    lSSO-1-2-3-4-6-7-8,  1890 

ls'il-4-r.    T.MjO.   lOOa  duplicate. 
Statistic^' 'vital,   1.S05,  1898. 
Treasurer,   1891-2-3.  1900-1-3. 
'Mi.scellaneou 


1901 


duplicate, 


"Manual   of   General   Court,  1907. 
P^c.-i^ter     1  875,    \s'.n,    189o-6- < -8-9, 
'  .o:4_6-7-8-9,  1910. 


1900-1-2- 


MARYLAND 


Documents 
Journal 

Reports 


1S80-2-4-6-S,    1890-2-4-6-8,  1904-6-8. 

Dele£;ates,    lSSO-2-4-6-8,  1890-2-4-6. 

Sen'M.^  1861,  lSSO-2-4-6-8,  1890-2-4-1 
4-6-8. 


1901- 
1901- 


Indeterminate   Sentence,    1906,  p. 
Insurance.  1892. 
-  Labor.   1S93-4-G-6.   1901,   p.  ^  ^ 

Schoni.    1S79.    1^81-4-8.  1890-2-4-5. 
Treasurer,  1S04-5,  1902. 
"Miscellaneous  . 

I-.nuisi.xm    I'urnhase  Exposition.  ; 
^lanu^a,    1S9S-9.  1901. 
Register,  1S74-5-6. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Documents 


Repcrts 


1871,  No.   T)   to  31. 

1872.  No.  1  to  31.  ' 
1S73,  No.  1  to  31. 
1874.  No.  1  to  32. 
lS7.=i.   No.    1    to  31. 

1876.  No.    1    to  32. 

1877.  .\'o.  1  to  38. 
187  8.  No. 


.\o. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


1879. 
i:sSO, 
IS-^l, 
1^S2, 

issn.  No 

I'^isl.  N. 

I8sr> 

18SG 
18S7 
18SS.  N 
1 S  s  0 . 
1S9.>. 
IS'.' I. 
1S9  2. 

is-.t:;. 

1  804. 
1s:m-. 

lS9h, 
1^"'7. 
1  S9>-. 
IV 


1 

to  36. 

1 

to  30. 

1 

to   2S  . 

1 

to  28. 

1 

to  2S. 

1 

to  28. 

1 

to  29. 

1 

to  33  . 

1 

to  37. 

1 

to  37. 

1 

to  37. 

1 

to  42. 

1 

to  44. 

1 

to  4.^. 

1 

to  46 

No. 
No. 
No 


No. 
.\(). 
No. 

v(-lume.  1-12. 
volume.  1-12. 
IS'.'  ."> .    \'  o  1  u  m  e 
volume,  1-12. 
v<>I\ini'\  1-12. 
volume.  1-12. 
Volume,  ir  only 


1-12. 


19'MJ-^.'t»^.  vohmies,  1-12.  for  each  year. 

AHiutnnt    Cem^ral.   1863-4.  1878. 

.\i-!'it  rat  ion    I'.oard.  1896, 

Au'lilor,  lS's.-,-7. 

HiuliNv.iy-.  1 

Labor,   1S92-3-4,  1908. 
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Library,    1890-2-5.    1901-5-8-9,    all  paper. 
Library   Commission,  1907-8. 
Maniifacturies,   1SS9,    1892,   duplicate,  1893-4, 
1908 

School,    1876-7-8-9.    1880-1-2-3-4-5-6-7.  1892- 
3-4. 

Treasurer-receiver      General,      1889,  1899, 
1900-2-4. 

Miscellaneous 

Census  1875,  volume  1-2-3. 
1885,   volume,  1-2-3-4. 
1895,    volume,  1-2-3-4-5-6. 
1905,    volume,  1-2-3. 
.    Manual    of    General    Court,    1890-9,  1900-3, 


MICHIGAN 

Documents 


Journal 


Reports 


1905-9. 
Year  Book,  1895. 


1869,  1870,    volume  1-2-3. 

1892,  volume,    1-2-3-4.  • 

1893,  volume,    1-2-3-4.  -  ■ 
1S94,  volume,  1-2-3-4-5. 

1895,  volume,  1-2-3-4. 

1896,  volume,  1-2-3-4-5.  '  . 

1897,  volume,  1-2-3-4. 

House,   1893,  volume,  1-2-3. 

1895  volume,  1-2-3. 

1897,  volume.  1-2-3. 

1898-9,   1900-1,   1903  volume,  1-2-3. 

1905,  volume,  1-2. 

1907.  volume,  1-2. 

1907  special.  .  - 

Senate,   1893,  volume,   1-2.  .  ■   .  • 

1895,  volume.  1-2. 

1897,  volume,  1-2. 

1898,  1890,   volume.  1-2. 
1903,  volume,  1-2. 
1905,  volume,  1-2. 
1907,  volume,  1-2. 

1907  special. 
Constitutional  Convention,  1907,  volume  1-2. 
Debates,   1907,   volume,  1-2. 

Adjutant  Generjil,   1863,   1893,   1901-4-6-8,  p. 
Agriculture.    1.^91-3-4-5-6-7-8-9,  1900-2-4-0-7, 

Index,  1849. 
Arbitration   Board.   1905-6-7-8,  p. 
Attorney  General.  1888-90,  1894-5-6-7-9,  1900- 

Auditor  General.   1893   duplicate,  1894-5-7-8- 

9.  1900  to  1908. 
Auditor  State,   1891   to   1899.   1900   to  190(. 
Bankiim-,   1895-7-S.  1900-2-4-5. 
Building:  and  Loan,   1904,   1907,  p. 
Charities  and  Corrections 

Blind.   1904-6-7-8,   p.  ,  , 

Kmi)loyment    of  1906-8. 

Deaf,    1904-5-6-7,  p. 

Feeble   Min-Kd.    1904.    1908,  p. 

Jndu.stri.ll    School    Boys  1904-6-8. 

Girls,    1903-r,-7,  p. 

Insane.  1903-5. 

Northern.    i:-!stor!i.    State,    Upper  Pen- 
insular   for    all.    1  904-6-8,  p. 
I'ardons.    19'J  1-5-6,  j). 
Poor 

I'roceediiuTs  of  Board,   1905-7,  p.. 
Su[>erintcndents,  1905-7-8,  p. 
Prisons 

Upper     Beniiisnhir,     1904-6-8,  p. 

Soldiers'    Home.  1904-8. 

U(^formatory.   i;)0i    190S,  p. 
O.    A.    It.    Bell  n  ion. 

Reports     Be^.'ul.a^.     1897-8-9,    1900     to.  1904- 
5-6-s. 

Constitutional    Amendments-  Committee,  no 
date. 
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Dairymen's  Association.  1S96-8-9.  I'JOO  to 
mirv-and  Food  Commissioner.  1896  to  1900, 
■  1962-5-6-S. 

Factory  rnsi)ector,  l»y'-  „ 
Farmers'  Institutes,  189b- 1. 

Fish,   1903   to   1908,  p.  ■  >    "       ^    -  > 

•Forrestry    I90o   to   1908.  - 
Game  and   Fish.  1904    1909-  ^  - 

Health  Bulletins,   1906  to  1909. 
Reports,    ISOO    to  190.. 

Highways,    l''0'-S  1900-2,  1907. 

!!r;rn'c\j;"is?.t^4"'eacV   volumes,  1.2. 

lg!!^.'"9;>T^--5-6-7.  each,  volume  1-2. 
^^.iris^l^-^-^-^-^'   1000-1-2-3-1-T-S,  an 
li^d'cinimi^sioner,  1892-6-9,  1902-3-4-5-7,  p. 
Librarian. 

s  nSJlfoVt^im-g-  l"o'io  1S9S,  190  .-6-S,  p. 
Le-iri.'Su??.    m.ti;y:'"Trive1mg,  Libraries, 
°  1835-1901.  .     .  '  . 

Catalnt^-s,   18S0.   ISSl.  ' 

SSSfrrlStSi^V'-'ribO.  1901-2-5-6-8. 
Live    Stock.    1903-4  p. 
Mine  Inspector,  lS)0b. 
Oil  lnsi>ector,   1904  to  1908  p. 
Railroad  Commissioners,   1876.   1S.»1  to  i^uu, 

Sahooi:'"l'8ll-6-7-S,    1S84-S-9,    ISOO    to  1900, 

-  .      "iSSs;.^'^rv.^ir W  ^ 

-  Scie^^r'-.v'j;;"^J'""'lS??°?'o.         1^03  in 
ShcHfffS  .Tails.   1902-5-7-8.  P. 

®'Fa?m  'l8T8-9,   1882  to  1886.   1SS9   to  1899. 

Duplicates:'  1893-4-6-7 
Mineral.  lS.Sn-1.  1885-6-7-8,  1902. 

-  •'  ^^Nilfr-lsl'l-   tlMir-lSSO   to    1889,  1890 

to  1907. 

Tax  Lands-Forrestry,  1908,  p.  ^  ^  ,  ^ 
Treasurer,    TSS6-1S90,    1896,    1902-3-4-6.       .  . 
Weather.  189G.  ,  ' 

Miscellaneou^^^^^^  Census,  1S84,  volume,  1-2. 

1S94,    volume,  1-2-3. 
1904,   volume.  1-2. 


Laws 


Cities   of   fourth  cla: 


1908, 


Elections.   1906-7.  V 
Game  and  Fish.  190o. 
Hii^hwavs  and  Bridges,   i;t0f.,  p. 

Manu^r1s-?r'is«l    to    l^s9.    U9l    to  1899. 
^'iSoi  to  190:i.  l^'03-5-7,  in  dup  K^ito. 
Memorial  to  .\aroa  T.  Bll^,s,  UO.. 


MINNESOTA 

Documents^^^^^  isr.9.   1870.   volume  1-2. 

1871.  1872.   volume  1-2. 

1873,  volume  1-2. 

1874,  volume  1-2. 

1875,  volume  1-2. 
1878,  volume    1    and  3. 
1871).  18S2,    v..lun>e  1-2-3. 
18.^3,  ISSi.    volume  l-^--3-4-b. 
1SS6,  volumt-'  1-2-3--1. 
1887-8.    volume  1-2-3-4. 
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volume 


1883-90 
1890. 
1891, 
1896, 
1897, 
1898. 
1899, 
1900, 
1903, 

1903-4,   volume  1 

1904,  volume  1. 

1905,  volume  1. 


1-2. 

volume  1-2-3-4. 
1804,   volume  1-2-3- 
volume  1-2-3-4-5. 
1. 
1. 
1. 

2-3-4. 
1. 

2-3-4. 


volume 
volume 
volume 
volumli?' 
volume 


Journal 


Reports 


1905-  6, 

1906-  7, 
1908-9, 


volume 
volume 
volume 


1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 
1-2-3-4. 


Houes 
Senate 


1870-1-2-3-4-5-6-9, 
1864,  1870-1-2-3-4- 


1881 
)-6-9 ; 


to  1887. 
1881-3-5 


Duplicates,    1864   and  1881. 


1888, 


duplicate,  1892. 

1S84-6. 


1902. 


1887-8-9; 


Auditor,  1884, 

Charities    and  Corrections, 
Control,    Board    of,  1001-ji. 
Doirv    Coramis-sioner,  18S.-! 
Exarnincr,    1&S8.    1892,    ISH  1 
Horticulture,  1890. 
Insurance,  1892-3. 
Labor,   1890   to  1896. 
,     "     Railroad  Commissioners, 

duplicate. 
Schools,    1879-80:    1884,  duplicate; 

Hif?li    School    Board,  1885. 
Secretary   of    State,    1877,  1892. 
Treasurer,   1889   duplicate.  ISOO. 
Miscellaneou.s 

Laws,    School,  1887. 

Manual,    1889,    1891-3-7-9;  1901-5-' 

Duplicate,  1899. 


1886, 


1890-2-4. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Documents 


Department 
1896-7-8-9: 


Reports,  187' 
1901-3-4-5-7. 


■8;  1880-2-3-4-5; 


Journal 


Reports 


House,   1880  to  lS8Ci  1890  to  1898;  1900-4-6-8, 

Duplicates,    1894-6:  1S9U. 
Senate-,  18S0  to  1888;  1S92  to  1898;  1900-4-6-8; 

duplicates,   1894,  1904. 
Constitutional    Convention,    1800,  duplicate. 


Librarian,  189o- 
School,  1891-3. 
Miscellaneous 

Reg-ister,  1904. 


MISSOURI 


Documents 
Journal 


Reports 


•  7-8. 


House.  1900. 
Senate,  1909. 
appendix. 

Adjutant   General,  1907-8. 
Agriculture.  1900. 
Auditor.    ]8:»l-2;  1005-6- 
BuildinpT  and  Loaii,   1907,  p. 
Hqualization.  1S78. 
Insurance.    1S90;  1908-9. 
Horticulturr,    1907,  1909. 
Labor,    ISOl    to    1  89  6. 
Ijibrarv  CttinTnission,  1907. 
Mines."  lO'is;. 

Tiailroad  C<>tnmiP:;ioncrs,  1006- 
Schools.     I'STI',  18S0-1-2-3-4-5- 

5:  1007-X. 
Secretarv    of    State.  lSOS-0. 
Treasurer,    1891;  1903-4-5-6-7 


1890-1-2-4 


■1 
I 
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Miscellaneous  .  -.nAr;  "  c 

Bar  Association,   1904,   p;   1906- < -8. 
Liaws — 

Corporation,  1899. 

Scliool,   1888.  ^     ^^^^  ^ 

Manual,    1889,    1890-1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8;    1901  to 

1910;   duplicate,  1907-8. 
Resources,  1907-8-9. 

MONTANA 

Documents  _,.  , 

Executive,     Governor's    :\Iessag-es,     Rickard  s, 
1803-5;   Toole,   1905-7;    Xorris,  1909. 

Journal 

House,    1891-3;  1907-9. 

Senate,    1891-3;    1907-9.  :  .         "  ' 

Reports 

..    .  Adjutant   General,   1904,  p. 

Agriculture,   1893-5-6;   1901-3-5-7;   1904,  dupli- 
cate. 

•  Attornev    General,    1009-2-5-6-8;    1895,  dupli- 

cate;   1903-4-5-6-7-8,,    p;  auditor. 

-  Boiler    In.spector,  1904-6-8. 
Charities   aTid    Reform — 

Child    I'rotectioii,  1904-6-S. 
Deaf,  1903. 
-  '  Insane,  1903. 

Orphan's   Home,   100  4-6-8;   all  paper. 
Prisons,  1903-4. 

■      •  -  Rei'oini    S'-'hool,    1903-4.  :.   .      •  .  ■ 

■  Soldiers'    Home,    1902-4-6.    ,  '  - 

Dental  Examinors.   1903,  p.        .  .  . . -  ' 

Eng-ineer,    1st   biennial.  ( 
■  '  *  EMomo'ogist,    1903,  p. 

>  f:qu:Uiz;iti.)on   Board,   1S91-2-3-4;   1905,  p. 

-  Examiner,  1904,-6-8. 
Farmers'    Institutes.    19<i2-:'. -5. 

'  Health,     ]  !'U3 -4 -6-7-8.     p.      '  ^ 

v::V  Horticulturts    1 90;;-4-6-7-8. 

Land   Oftice,   1:m)3-4:  1907-8. 
Librarv,  ]'..'03  to  1908;  c:italo,2rue,  1904. 
•  Meat    and    Milk*"  Inspection,    1904,  p. 

Mines,    1902-5-6-7-8.  . 

Coal    Aiincs,    10O4-5-6-7-8.  .  / 

Schools.  1  908.  p. 
"    ^  •     •  _  Secretary    of    State.  1901-2-5-6-7-8. 

Sheep   C'omuMssion,   1903-4-6-7-8,  p. 
.  •.  Treasurer.    1892;    1 '•00-3-4-7-8. 

Veterinnrian.    IKU  i-5-6-7-S,    p.  -  . 

•  .'-  ]Miscellar.eoi!  ^   ^  ■  ..  ■ 

Arbor  Day,   1904;  1909,  p.  - 

Butte    Public    Sciiools,   1904,  p. 

Resources,    1904.  :      ;  ■.  •■ 

NEBRASKA  "  ' 

Documents 

1889,    lSlM)-l-2-3;    1894,    volume  1. 

1895-6. 
1897-8.    volume  1-2-3-4; 
1899,    1900.    volume  1-2-3-4. 
1901-2.    voluniL-  1-l:-3-4. 
1903-4,    voliitiu-  1-2-3. 
1905-6,    volume  1-2-3-4, 
1907-S,    voluni.'  1-2-3-4. 


Journal 


Report; 


Council.    18r. }. 

Houe-s.     lNr,4.  1S77-9,    18.S1-2-3-5.  1891-3-5-7, 
i;'0:!-.-,-7-9. 

Simate.    1  877-!',  1881-2-3-5,    1891-3-5-7-9.  1903- 


AMTtcultur.'.  18S9  to  ISHO,  1807.  paper,  bui- 
lt tiis,  3S  to  49,  52  to  5'.',  and  76,  all 
papoi-. 

Auditor.  lSs.-,-r,.  1880.  190'.'. 
Bankin;;.  l^'.t2-18ol,  paper. 
I)airymen's   .Vssociation,   ISOO   to  1897. 


p'olio — 3. 
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Fish   Commission,   1S88    1896  luMun-. 

Horticulture,    1880-90,   1892   to   IbDS.  , 

Irrifration,    ISOG,  papcr 

l.and   and   Public-  Bm  dings^^^^^^ 

Kelief  Commission,  1802,  p,  aui'iit-au,   lo.  , 

School,    1S84,   1888,   180o,  p. 

^  Buildings  of  1902  paper.  -.g,,- 
Secretary  of  State.  1882.  paper.  18^8,  p,  ISJ.. 

'^'^'iSi^S^ial.    1887.,  p;    1889,    lSOi-2,  dupli- 
cnte.    1S03-4-5-6.  ,  -ono 

Vital-Ko].ter  of  Soldiers'  and  Sailors  1892- 


Transportation.  -  1888    to  1893. 
Treasurer,   18SS,   p;   1892,  p.    .  .  ■ 

A^eterinarian,  ISSb:. 
Miscellaneou^^^  Day  Book,  1904-5.  p. 

il^i^ernn'nf  iito\ion,    1891-2-3.  .university). 

^"""^El^ction,   1801,^  1897.  p. 
V  Insurance,  1805. 

Irricration.    1807..  • 
School,    1895.  , 


NEVEDA  pocument. 

None. 


Journals  isGO  to  1877.  1883.  1301-3-7,  1905, 

Seni^^^l^^^s\?0    to^  1877    1CS3  1891^ 
1005;  appendix,  lS<3-o,  1877,  \otume  j  - 

^^^^^■'^        .comptroller,    1^03.  ^      .    :   .  -  '  !  ' 

J^!^cr;^^^1t  S^^^^  1903,  paper.        ^  ; 

Miscellaneous^_^^.^^^^^      UT^.  P.  1890. 


NEW  HAMPSIIinE 


'^—^  An.,,.,  ^reports  ^to  "'J:, 

.  •  IsM'-    i8o;.-ioOO:    1001;    1001-.-.    \.  V-f:"; 

Couneif  records,    index.  1831-17^4. 

Constitutional   convention.  IJ^)-. 
J-"^"^^^        Houso    and    senate,  .ISGG;    1870-2-3  4-5-^^8-^ 
1889;     l'^-'0;l-3-o-.-9,     YOi-'^'  >■ 
to    house    jouruels.  Lbsti/^,. 

1801.  paptr. 
Fish    commission.^  ibJo. 
Insuran.-e.  1S'J4-G. 

^;tooi.  M't'«'  .l,„.Ucatc;    1877-S-',.:  lSSl-2-3- 
o--.  iS5u-i-:;-4. 

Secretary   of  stiitp,  1007. 
M'^=«"""''^"i;i,,r-.rv     nurhor    list,    1904,    V.    1;  .supplo- 
MnTu">r-  ot'""sVneral    court,    im-J;  lfOl-3. 
NEW  JERsr.:Y  ^  ^. 

Wiil.  v    1-2-3-4-C;  1802.  V,  ISOi. 
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V    1-2-3-4-6;   1S94.   V.    1-2-3-4-5:    ("9-4  1'' 

-r-  o  n  ±  ^-  IQDO  V.  1-2-3-4-0,  XvV^,  ^  . 
J:3-4"'i903:  v''i:2-3:4-5:  1904  V  1-2-3-4- 
5-  lliOo.  V.  1-2-3-4-5;  1006.  V.  1-2-3-4-d, 
1907,  V.  1-2-3-4-5-6. 


Journals  ^     1872-3-4-8-9:  1881; 

15-0,0    to    1890;  1900-3-4-O-6- 
Sor.r'to.   lS72-3-f.-8-9;  18S1-3-4-0 
to    1899;  1900-1-3-4-O-7-8-9. 

Agriculture,    1885;  1899. 
-\sse^=^^or?.  1SS4. 
Corrptroller.   1890;  1897-9_9. 
Tnsuronce,    1889;  1S02-4-O. 
Lil-rarian,    1888-9;   1890  to 

p    -"i-os  to  1908; 
Mns  ir.i.  1:^05. 
o..b,.,,'     1  ST7  :    IS 81 
Stati.^tics,  1SS8-9; 
Taxation,  189^o. 
Treasurer,  ISSn. 


;-4-5-6- 

-S-9. 

6-7-8-9 


■  8-9 


1890 


1899;  1900;  1901. 
library  commission,  1J08. 

3-7:  1S92-3-3. 
1890-1-2-3-5. 


MiscellaTieou: 


1726930 


Lav.'.^. 

fh^^?^l/m6-7-9;  1890  to  1899; 
Sol^-ies^'fVes.    etc.,   list    of  1899. 


1900-1-2-3- 


NEW  YORK 


Documents 


Ass::mV.lv,  IS^^S,  Vol.  1  to  lo.  18^9.  V  1  to 
11-  1SS9.  V.  1  to  15:  1890.  \.  1  to  14, 
IS'-'l  V  1  to  15;  1S92,  V.  2-3  and  c 
ism'"  v'  1  to  17:  18i»4.  V.  1  to  23^  (part 
nf  V  •"•<»  ar.d  22  missing);  ISO-t,  \.  1  to 
•^7  lS'a>;v.  1  to  20;  1897,  V.  1  to  27;  1898 
V.'l  to  24;  1899,  V.  1  to  4,  6  to  10,  12  to 
1<-.    --^i    to   •T,-,  1900,  V.   1-2.   4   to  17,   19,  ^1. 

3  ;'?I:01,"V  1  to  10.^1^10.  21  to  32, 
U-  1902,  V.  2  to  28;  1903.  A.  1  to  1.,  19, 
1004  V  I  to  10,  14  to  18,  20  to  31;  190o 
Jml  1906  missins:  1007.  1  to  14,  20  to  30; 
i;.OS,  V.  1  to  10.  15  to  31. 
Senate.  1868.  V.  1  to  J;  1869,^A.  1  o  6 
V  1  to  11  ;  1890.  A  .1  to  7;  1891.  A 
IS'i-^  V  3  to  6;  189  3.  1  to  8. 
V.  2  'to  12:  1895,  1  to  V>  •-  1S9«- 
lo.  ISO-  V  1  to  13,  21.  1898,  V. 
10-  1899.'  VC.  4  to  6.  9  to  13:  1900 
lolS,  20:  1901,  V.  1  to  18;  1902,  V 
«.  8  to  18,  20  to  23;  1903.  1  to  16 
Vol.    1    to    26;    1905,    1906,  missing; 


18S9, 
1  to 
189  4, 
1  to 
1  to 
V.  1 
1  to 
1904, 
1907. 


Journals 


1  to 


to  12  ;  1908,  V 


1.  3  to  15. 


Assembly  1868;  1889  to  lS9o.  ^^c^  %Mth 
parts  1  nnd  2;  1896,  p.  1-2-3-4:  189  p. 
1-2-3;  1899,  p.  1-2-3;  1901,  p.  1-2-3-4;  1902 
p.  1-2-3;  1903,  p.  1-2-3;  190  1.  P-^  .J'-'^. 
11>05.  p  .1-2-3-4-5,  extra  session.  1906,  p. 
1.2-:i-4-5:    1907,    p.    1-2-3-4-5;    1908.    p.  4; 

Sen;^o.^'lS6^"'l889-1890.  P  1-2-3;  1895  to 
lS!t9,  each  parts  1  and  2;  1901.  p.  1-^-3. 
1902    to    1907.    p.    1-2,    1908.  1909. 


Constitutional  (^)ny,•nti.)n 

IS".' I.   \  .   1-2;   revised  in  1900.   \.  i 
Journ.il,    V.  1-2. 
Aint'tiiltiirnts.    \'.  1-2-3. 
riecords,  V.  1  to  6. 


-3-4, 


Reports 


Adjutant    treneral.    1888;     1892-3  duplicate 
1894-5:  1900,  V.  1-2-3. 
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Catholic  protectory,  18<6   \.  1-2. 
Comptroller,   18^4,    6   ,9;  1901-2-3-4 
Education   (city  of  N.  \.)   18'9,  1880-1 
Education!'' state.     1905     and  ,  supplement; 

1906  to  1908;  1909  with  supplement,  lyiu. 
Election   frauds,  1869. 
Entomologist,    1885.   18Jl-2-;>;^- , 
Fisheries,    gtmic.   forest,    189o    to   1899,  UOU 

to  1906. 

G    A.    R.   encampment    proceedings    1893,  6, 
'8,  9. 

Geologist    1898.  ^  , 
Health    lSSl-2  duplicate 
Insurance  1S94  V.  2-3-4; 

V.    1    to  10. 
Labor     18S4-6;     1890,^  p. 
189'^     p.    2;    189  4;    ISDo  p 


I90i 


investigations 
'  1-2; 


1891  p 
1-2  duplicate 


and    'corrections,     lunacy  comn 


Charities 
lS'Jl-2. 

Manual     1S90     to     1909.  _ 
Mediation    and    arbitration  io 
Railroad    commissioners  i>'b4 

Treasurer  1889-1890. 
I'ublic    service    comn.    190  <  \ 

with  maps. 
University  publications 
186S     n.useum  bulletins. 

trustees   report  • 
retrents*  report, 
regents'   report,   V.  1-2-3. 
n.useum  bulletins 
museuni  trustees  report.  ; 
museum    trustees  report 
regents'  report. 
mu.^eum.  .  . 

regents" 
museum, 
regents'   V.  1-2. 
Library    (additions   AO.  3.) 
museum   Nor  47;   48   p.  1-2-3. 
bctr.nist.  ^  • 

extension  dept.  No.  3. 
museum  N'o.  49  p.  1-2-3. 
regents'    No.    109    i- ^  1-2. 
examination    dept.    No.  4. 
extension   dept.    No.  4. 
n'.u.-eum    No.  50. 
regents'   No.  110. 
exumi nation    dept.    No.    5.  ^ 
extension    No.  5. 
regents'    No.    111.  •,. ;  . 

museum   Np.  51.  p.  1-2. 
college    dept.    No.  1. 
extension    No.  6. 
high   school   No.  6 
museum    No.    52.  r 
regents'    No.    112.  '  „ 

college    dei>t.    .Xo.    2.    p.  1-2 
hi'.rh    school   No.   7    p.  1-2. 
hon.e    education    No.  T. 
mu--fum   No.  5:'.  p.  1-2. 
regents'  No.  -  113. 
lioir.e   education   Xo.  S. 
musi'uni    bulletin    Xo.  35. 

iH.rl   No.    54.    V.  1-2-3-4. 
home  education  No.  9-10. 
high  sclu)ol  -Xo.   9,  p.  1-2. 
library    Xo.    8  4_.^ 
museum    X'o.  5o. 
reti'ents  115. 
ctdleire    d(^i.t..  _No.  S. 
niust'um    Xo.  .)6. 
regent's  No.  116. 


1;  1S88 


1908.  1-2 


18S9 
1890 


1891 
1S92 
1S93 
1894 
18^5 


1896 


189' 


1S9S. 


1S99 


1900 


1901 


1002 


p.  1-: 
I.  1-2 


Reports 


1903  College,  dept.  No.  6. 
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1903    Hiffh    school    No.    11,    p.  1-2. 
1903   Libra  rv,   No.  8G. 

1903  Must'um  No.  57,  V.  1,  p.  1-2,  V.  2-3-4. 
1903    Museum    bulletins  60-65-66-68-69. 
1903  :MuHeum   memoir  5   and  6. 

1903  Re^fonts'   No.  117. 

1904  Library  No.   87,  p.  1-2. 

1904  Museum  No.  58,   p.  1-2-3-4-5. 
1904  .Museum  memoir  No.  7. 

1904  Year  book  legislationo. 

1905  Library,   No.    88,   p.  1-2. 

-  ^  1905  :Museum,   No.   59,  p.  1-2-3-4. 

1905  :\Iuseum  memoir  No.  S. 

1905  Year  l>ook  legislation. 

1906  Library,    No.    89,    p.  1-2. 

1906  Museum,    No.    60    ,p.  1-2-3-4-5. 
1906  Museum   bulletins   90,  92. 
1906  Museum    memoir,  8. 

1906  :Museum  year  book,   8.  ;    ,  ' 

1907  Library.    No.    90,    p.  1-2. 
1907  Museum,   No.   61,  p.   2  and  3. 

1907  Museum   memoir.   No.  10. 
~                 .    -                  1907  Year    i:-ook.   No.  9. 

190S  i  il  rary    (Van    Renssalaer  M:Ms.) 
191^8  Tsluseum,    No.    62,    p.  1-2-3-4. 

1908  Museum   menioir,   9  and  11. 

1908  Library     (Joimsoh  :\IMs.) 

1909  r^Iuseuia    memoir,  12. 

The    following-   are   all   paper  bound: 
College  dept.   bulletins  1-2-3-4. 
Educational   department,    361,    364,   366,  394, 

424-5,   457,  459. 
Educational    director's    report,  1904-5-6. 
Entomologist,  18!)7. 

Extension  bulletins,  1  to  4,  9  to  28. 
Home  education,  40  to  47. 

Legislative  bulletins  4,  6,  8,  11,  17,  20,  23-25, 
27 

Library  bulletins  333,  335,  351,  359,  369,  385, 
386,  "392,  3'..8,  407.  410,  421,  436,  438,  448, 
448.   4«2,  4r,4. 

Library   additions.   No.  4. 

Librarv   reports   1867,    1870,  1890-1-3-4. 

Museum  bulletins  11.  13,  16,  17,  18,  20  to 
30,  52,  75-6,  79,  81-2,  84,  87.  88,  89,  91, 
93-5.  97-99.  100  to  112.  115  to  119,  121, 
.  123.    125,    126-7,    130,    132    to    136,  139. 

Reg-ents'  bulletins  1  to  16,  21  to  29,  31  to 
45,  62-4. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Documents 

Public,    1890;    1892,    V.    1-2;    1894.    V.  1-2-3; 
1896,    V.    1-2:    1898.    V.    1-2;    1900,    V.  1-2; 
,  ■  1901-2-3,  each   V.  1-2-3. 

Executive,  constitutional  debates,  1889  (trip- 
,      .        "         _  licate.) 

Constitutional  journal. 

Journals 

'  V  Hous<\    1SS9:    1890-1-3-5;    1901:  1905. 

Senate,  1SS9;  1890-1-3-5;  1901,  1905. 

Reports 

.  •  ■  Agrriculture.    1890-1;  1894. 

Auditor,  1891-2-3-4. 
*  Charities      and      corrections,  penitentiary, 

1  895-6. 
Schools: 

.Ngric-ultural    college,  1891-2, 

Cours.'s    of    study,    state,  1891-2. 

Su  lU-rinteTMlent's    rer)ort,  1890-2. 
Statistics.    1889;  1892. 
Tro;isuier.    1890;    1893-4  p. 
Universitv. 

Catalogue  1884-5. 

Regents'  reports  1885;  1SS9;  1890,  p. 
Weather   service,  1895. 


f 


■1      "  •  "K; 
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Miscellaneous 

Blue  book  1905. 


Documents 


Journals 


Reports 


1885-6-7,  each  V.  1-2;  1889.  V.  1-2;  1890. 
V  1-2-3;  1891,  V.  2.  duplicate,  3;  1893  to 
1901,  each.  V.  1-2-3;  1902,  V.  3,  1903  V. 
1-2-3;  1905.  V.  1-2-3-4;  1906,  V.  1-2-3; 
1907,    V.    1-2-3-4.  . 


House, 
4,  6; 

Senate. 
1902- 


1886 
1902. 


and  appendix;  1887-8;  1890. 
extra  session;  19«i4, 


1886-7-8: 
4-6-8  and 


1890-2-4-6 
appendix. 


1900,  duplicate; 


]5?93  to 


Adjutant  general,  1903  to  1908. 

Ag"riculture : 

Experiment   station,    1907.  ;■. 
Exposition,    1904-5.  .  • 

Farmers'  bulletins,  1904-5-6.  -.n^i  r 

Farmers'  institute  proceedings,  1904-5 
and  1908. 

Feed   stuffs.  1904-5    and  1907. 
Fertilizers,  1904-5. 
Xur.^erv   bulletins,  1903-4-5-6. 
Nurserv  reports,   1904-5  and  1  907. 
Reports,   1865;    1882,   7,   9;   1890,   2.   3,   4,  5, 
6,   7,  9;   1901   to  1907. 
Arbitration,  1903-4-5-6,  p. 
Assessment    and    taxation,    1906-8.  p. 
Attorney  general.  1893;  1905-6^  1908-9,  p. 
Auditor,  1873,  5.  6  duplicate,   ..  8,  duplicate, 
it.  duplicate;   lSSO-1,    3   duplicate,  7. 
1891,    2    duplicate,    3,    6.    7,  9. 
1900    to  1908. 
Banks  and  banking,   1908.  p. 
Building    and    loan  associatioons, 

1897,    1899;    1900-1-2.  4-5-6-7-8. 
Canal   Commissioners,   190  4-5. 
Charities  and  corrections: 
Blind.   1903-4-5.   7-8,  p. 
Deaf  and  dumb,   1904-5,   7.  p 
Epileptics,    1904-5,    7.  p. 
Feeble  .  minded,   190^-5,    7.  p. 
tIo«i)itals. : 

Athens.  1904-5-7. 
Cleveland,     1904-5-7.  .' 
Columbus,  1904-5-7. 
Davton.   1904-5-7,  all  p. 
Lima,  1908. 
Madison,  1905. 
Massilon,  1904-5-7-8. 
Toledo.  1904-5-7. 
Industrial  school: 

Boys'.   1903-4-5-7,  p. 
'    Girls'.    1903-4-5-7,  p. 
Penitentiary.  190  4-5-7-S 
Reformatory,  1903-4-5-7 
Soldiers' 
P 

Soldiers' 
5-7,  p. 
Soldiers' 


and  Sailors'  home,  1902  to  1907, 
and   Sailors'  and  Orphans',  1904- 


P- 


1904-5, 


laims,  1905-6-7, 
Dairy   and    foo<l,  1905-'3 
Dairv  men's  association. 
Dental  b(nird,  1907-8,  p. 

Equalization  report  and  journal,  1901,  p 

Fire   marshall.    1908,  p. 

Fish   and   game,   1904-5,  p. 

Health,    1903-4-6-7,  p. 

Highwavs: 

Bulletins,    1-4-5-6-7,  p. 

Reports,    1904-7,  p. 
Lihrarv,  1882;  1890  to  1894; 

8,  p! 


1900-1,  3.  4.  5.  7. 
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L,ive   stock,  1903-4,   5,   7,  p. 

Minos,   insi)ection,    1  889,    18'J0   to   1896;  1903- 
4.  7,  p. 

Oils  inspGction,   1904-5,    7,  p. 
Public  printing-,  190:! -4-5-7-8. 
Public  works,  1903-4-5-7-8,  p. 
Railways,    1882:    IStO;    1809;  1901-3-4-5. 
Railway  connnissionf-rs.  1892-3.  p.  1906-7-8. 
Schools,    1S74-G;    188:1.    7.    9;    1890-1-2-3-4,  6, 

7,    1900,    1.    3,    6,  8. 

i^aws,  1889. 
Statistics: 

Elections.   1904-5,    8,  p. 

Labor,  1879.  18S1-2,  1S99,  1901-2-3-4,  6-7-8. 
Miscellaneous.    1862-:;:   1872;   1875   to  1879; 
1881-2-3-4-5-7;    1891    to    1897,    9;  1900-2-4. 
Topographic   survey.    1904,  p. 
Treasurer,   1899;    1904-5-7-9,  p. 
Universities: 

]MiamI,  1^05-7. 
•  Ohio,  1905-7. 
State,  1903-4-8,  all  paper. 
Workshops,  18[i:;;  1900-3-4-5-8,  p.  -. 
"Water  and   sewage.  I'.'OS,  p. 
Miscellaneous 

Annals,  V.  2-2. 

Bar  association,  1899-1900. 

Hundred    year   book.  1902. 

Lav's: 

Ag-riculture,    1905.  - 
Election,  1905-G-7,  p.      '  i 
Schoooi.  1904-8-9. 
Taxation,    1905,  p. 
Manual,  1901. 

Officials,   state,   countj-,   etc.,   1905-6-8-9,  p. 


)REGON 

Documents    and  ^Messages 


Journals 


Reports 


18GS;    1876-8;   1907-8.  V.  1-2. 
Governors'  messages,,  separate,  p: 
1880  Thayer. 

1885  Moodv.  v       ^   !.        ,  ,         '  • 

1889  Pennoyer.  -   .  "    ■ . 

1891  I'ennoyer.  =  '  ^  .. 

1893  Pennoyer.  ,"  .  ' 

1895  Pennoyer.  *  ..    V^"  ' 

1895  Lord.  '  . 

1898  Lord,   special.  • 

1899  Lord. 
1899  Geer. 
1901  Geer. 

1903  Chamberlain. 
1905  Chamlierlain. 
1907  Chanii)erlain. 
1009  Chamberlain.. 

House,  1872,  6,  8;  1885,  special  session;  1887- 

9;  1881-3-5-S-O;  1903  to  1909. 
Senate,   1872.   4,   8;    1885,   7,   9;    1891-3-5-7,  8, 

special  session,   9;   1903,   7,  9. 

Adjutant  general,    1872;    1  889;   1891;   5,   7,  9; 

1900,    2,    5.  9. 
Animal   commission,    1005-7,  p. 
Attorney    general,    1899;    1901,    3,    6.    9,.  p. 
P.ank   examiner,    l'.)0:»,  ]•>. 
Biologist.    1001,  ■5-7-0.'  p. 

Building    commissioners,    1887;    1893,  1903- 

5-7-9,  p. 
Charities  and  cornctions: 

Blind,    1876-8;    1887-9;    1891-3-5-7-9;  1901- 
3-5-7-9.  p. 

Insane.  1870-72;   1885-7-9;  18!'3,   7,   9;  1903. 
7.  9,  p. 

Penitentiary,   1887-9;    1897-99;    1907-9,  p. 
Soldiers'   home,   189  4,   8,   9,  p. 


>:>-;;i.' 


i 
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Ileform  schoor.l.  lSf)2-D-7-0:  1!'01    7    9.  p. 
l>eal-.  IST^i.S;.  1.^0-^..  U<a-.;  1.-^^^^^ 

...        Dental    •-•Xi-.initK  ISJl-.-^-'i,  p. 

Fish    commissioner.  P- 

Fisli    dfi.ailmeiU     I'.^O.-lt.  p.^ 

Fisli    piotoclor,    1  S"J.>-4-o-b- 1 -S,  p. 

■   .   ,   .  ■  JJS;;?ra^ul'f;"';s^ry  w«rao«.  1001,  7.  S,  p. 

Health.   l'JU5,  7,   S,  H,  P-    .  ^  ^ 
:  ^  HonicuKure.    IS9,,  l'^"l3-5-7-0 

'        .  Inj^urance.   190S.   laws.   1900,  p. 

■  "      '  l.abor,    1907-9,    P-  . 

Commissioners,     18.6,     lbb<-y,     i&.'-i  o  <  ^. 

'         •,  J.£^Btkt^'^-''i^\"^^  lSDl-3-5-9: 

■  1903;   7-9,  p. 

L.i).j-aiy    commission,    190(-9,   p.  • 
l>a\\'s: 

AssossniCPt.    190'.',  p. 
]-:iections,    1007.  p. 
Mip.ins-,    l''0o,  p. 

.  "s?:''l^01,   5,    7,   9;    1901.  5. 

-         ■  7,  9,  p. 

-  Pftrk  commission,  1902,  p. 

"  rilots,  18S9.  p.  /  lS'^0-2-4.  ■  p. 

■      Pilots   commission,    ^  ^  V.    5- . l^y  u  .  'i.  p 

Forta.^'C  commission.   lS^-'-„^Vo  r. 

-  I     .  ...  -         -       Failroatl    commission,   190  < -5-.'.  P- 

V  '.■     ^  '''A^i^^cuUural,   1S76;   1SS80.   2,  5,  6,   9;  1S91. 

.       ;^   •         ■  N«?rmal!''  1^97-S:    l5;9S-]  900,    7,    9.  p. 

■  ■■•      Vublic.    1S81»;    ISOl.    5,    G,    8;    3  907-^;  laws, 

*  Soc.MuirV^of   st:ae.    1872,   6.   8;   1887-9;  ISl'l- 

■  3-5,   S;  1900,       1-^.  7. 

'  Sheep  commission.  rjo7.  p. 

Stove    foundry.    189:.,        p.  • 
.  -  .  Taxation. 

Assj-ssnioiit,   ISSn.  p. 
,    '      .  .         Commis.-^ion    r-'port.    190b,    p.       „  „ 

Few     lS')S-9.    1900.    3,    4,    o.    b.    9,    10,  p. 
Tiv?,surer:    lS^:>-7-9;     1891-3-5-7-9;  1901-2, 
.  .     ■      .  1907-S,  p. 

™e^c^;{s'"  report,    ISSO,    6,    7;  1891-3-5-7-9; 

l'jOl-3-5-7.  p. 
Veterinarian,  iro'j.  p. 
^Vcathor,    l'JOl-3-5-7.  p. 

•PFNNSYLVANXIA 

Documents  r     ice-  i    to  fi- 

1S70:    188C,    \.    1    to    G;    188..    \      1     to    I, . 
1SS8.  V.   1    to   C:   1889.  V.   1    to   3;   189  '.  A 
9.  I. A-    I'.'OO.    V.    1    to    11:    1901.    \.    1  t 


to 


Journals 


Tleports 


'i'Hi'>    V    1    to  10;   I'.tO),  ^'.  1   to   10:  19".., 
V.  l'  to  9;  I'.'O';.  V.  1   to  8;  1'J07.  V.  1  to 

lIou.se.    1870;    1903-5.    V.    1-2;    190G:    1907,  V. 

Sen'a'tr.'  1  870;  1'.03,  V.  1-2;  1905.  V.  1-2;  1906; 
Fj  07,   V.  1-2-3. 

Adjutant  i^cuov:-A   1SC3-1.  6 

Al-       lit   I  uli.  til:s    v..  IF.  1..1---.5-4- 

157.    15:..    n;F:'-3.    lOT.    \u:k    ITO-I.  p 
Attorr.ey   ;;vi..  ral.   c  u'ilol   inv  t-Mi-^aLion  F'O. 

Ail'iitor    l'<9:;-  !.      •  .  .  , 

Charities   and    L'orr.-elh.ti.^    is.'.;    FM).-s-j.  v 


I  r 


1  > 
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bulletins  Vol. 
G,    7,    12,  Vol. 


UIIODE  ISLAND 


Dairy    and  food 
Vol.    5,   No.  2, 

1,  a,  9.  10.  p. 

Fisheries  bulletin  No.  4,  i). 

G.    A.    II.    proceeding's    1906-7-8.  • 

Game    commissioner    1906-7-8,  p. 

Insurance  1889. 

Law.s. 

F.ankinp:   1906,  p. 
vroad    1906,  p. 

Librarian  19U5-6-7. 
-    '  Legislative  handbook  1887   to  1908. 

Police  1907,  p. 

Secretary  of  state  19u6-8. 

Charters  of  corporations 
Election    statistics  1907, 

Water    supply    1905-6-7,  p. 

Documents 

Acts,    1879,    1880    to  1891. 
Acts    and    resolves    1871  to 
1899. 

Assembly  Reports 

1892-3;    1902-;^:    1904,    V.    1-2;  190r 

1906,  V.  1-2; 
1907,    V.    1-2;    1908,   V.  1-2. 


4,  No.  12; 
.    No.    1,  2, 


190' 
P- 


1879;    1890  to 


V. 


Reports 


Accountancy    board    1908,  p. 
Agriculture    I'JOO    to  1907. 
Auditor  1SS3;   189::;;   1902  to  1908. 
Ranks    1901-2-.3-4-5,    7,  8. 
Bird  Commissioner  ]9ti.5,   S.  p. 
Charities    and  corrections. 

Reports   1904   to   1909.  p. 

Soldiers'  relief  1905  to  1909,  p. 
Dams  and  reservoirs  1905-7,  p. 
Factorv  inspection   1902   to   1908,  [). 
Forestrv    1908-9,  p. 
Geologic   survey    1899    to  1896. 
Harhor    conmiissioners    19o5-7,  p. 
Health     lSSl-2,  p. 
Inhmd    fisheries    1905-6-7-8,  p. 
Insurance  1895-6;  1905-6-7-S. 
Librarian  1904; 

1907-8,  p. 
Life    savins-   c«rps    1908-9.  p. 
iVlnnual    1872    to  1909. 
^lilitary   1902   to  1908. 
I'ark   Commissioners  -1905 ;   190S,  p. 
Pharmacy,   1907,  p. 

Riiilroad  commissioners.  1901  to  1908. 
Record    commissioner,    1905    to    1909,  p 
Reisistration,  1902-3. 

Roads.    1904-5.   p,    6,   p.,    7,   8,   p.,   9,  p. 
Schools,  1877-8;  188:],  4,  G.  7,  8,  9;  1890, 

■A.  5;   1901    to  1907. 
Sealer   of  weights,   1904   to   1908,  p. 
Shell  fisherie:-;,  1904,  5,  7.  8,  9. 
Statistics  industrial,  188G,  9;  1890, 

1902  to  1907. 
Treasur(>r,  1900.  3.  4,  5,  p.,  6,  7,  6 
X'ri<(^'m     legislation  commission, 

1905,  p. 


1,  2, 


3,  5,  7,  8; 
8.  p. 

1893  to 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Documents 


Journal 


Re]>orts  and  resolutions,  1870, 
18S7.  V.  1-2;.  1  890.-  V.  1-2; 
lS!t:i,  V.  1-2;  1  89  4.  V.  1-2; 
1897-8;  1899,  V.  1-2:  1900. 
V.  1-2;  1902,  V.  1;  1903.  V. 
1-2;    1905.    V.    1-2;    190G.  V. 


1874-5-6;  1886; 
is;i2.  V.  1-2; 
189  5.  V.  1-2; 
V.  '1-2:  1901. 
1-2;  1904,  V. 
1-2;    19it7.  V. 


1-2-3:   1908.   V.   1-2-3;  190! 


1-2-3. 


lS8t 


House.    1SG9-70:    1878:    1  880: 

18'.iG-7-8-tt:   1!<00.  1,   3- 1-5-G-7-S-'. 

Semite.    1878;    1-880;    18SG-7;  1890. 
1903    to  l'.t09. 


1890- 
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TENNESSEE 


Reports 

Documents 
Journal 


Reports 


Treasurer,  1809;  1900-1,  p. 


Acts  1909. 

House  1SG8;  187.^,  T:  1879  apPemH^^ 

to  1891,  each  with  appendix,  lS9o-o,  iJUo- 

Senato^  1875  and  appendix;  1877  at\d  ap- 
pendix; 1S79  and  appendix;  1881-3  188d 
to  1891  each  with  appendix;  1893-5,  1903 
Irrul  appendix;  1905;  1907  and  appendix; 
1909    and  appendix. 

Asrriculture.   1885-6,   p.  ■ 
Coniptrollor,   18;j4-6.  •    .  ..     .•  ^  ,l 

Insurance.    1900,    p.  .  ,  .  :  '  ■   -  ; 

Eabor.  1900-2.  ■.  -       '      •  :■     '\      ■  ■ 

Manual,  1890. 

Mine  inspector.  1906-7.  „     ,  - 

Schools,  1S77;  1883,  1887;  1890-1,  3,  4,  b. 


TEXAS 


UTAH 


VERMONT 


Documents 
Journals 

Reports 


Documents 


Journal 


Documents 


Journal 


Reports 


Department  report; 


1887.    V.  1-2. 


House.  18GG;  1870,  p.  1875-7;  1895-7-9;  1903-5- 

Senat'e.    18G6;    1870;    1895-7,    p.;    1899;  1903- 
5-7-9. 

Agriculture,  1891-2-3. 

Railroau   commissioner,  IbJJ.. 

Schoools.   188G.  .    .  ■  - 

Secretary  of  state,  1884.  .  , 

Tax    commissioner,  1899. 

Treasurer.    1900,    p.  ■  ..  ■ 


Coiistitutioni!  I  convention,   1895,   V.  1-2. 

Council,    1  890-2-4,    p.  _ 
House,  18!!0,  lS9-ls  7,  9;  1901.  3,  t),  9. 
Senate.  1S97-9;  1901-3-5-7-9. 


lSG'.-70-l;    1872.    V.    1-2-3;    1874,    V.  1-2-3-4 

1S7G.  V.  1-2-3;  1878. 
Governors'    messages:  . 

Bell,  190G. 

i'roctor,   190G,  p. 
Repoi-is,   1877   to  1906. 

House  18G8  to  1880;  1892  to  1908. 
Senate,    1868   to    1880;   1892    to  1908. 

Adjutant  general,  1865-6. 
Agriculture,  J  877  to  1908. 
Attorney  general,  1908,  p. 
Audit   commission    1908,  p. 
Banks    1S91;  I'.uc.t. 
Cattlf    cununission    190G-S.  p. 
Charities  and  corrections. 

House    of    correction.    Uutland,  1908, 
Industrial    school,    1907-8,  p. 
Insane.    1907-8.  p. 
Penitentiary.    1904.    p.  _ 
^Vaterhury   hospital   190, -b,  p. 
Claims,  court  of.   190G-8.  p. 
Fish    and    game.    1906-8.    p.       ^  „ 
Health.  18S7-9;  1891.  7.  9;  i'^:'-----^ 
Highway    (•ominissiouers_  P'VVm         r:  c 
Inspector  of  linanc.\   lV,)o-.;  1901,  4.  5,  6. 
Insurance   1N95   to    190 <. 
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VIRGINIA 


Documents 


Journals 


Reports 


Legrislative   directory    1S72    to  1906. 

Library    commission    1D03-4;  1907-8. 

Normal   School   llHtS.  p. 

Printing-   commissioner,    1908,  p. 

Railroad  commissioners   1890   to  1908. 

Recristration    1SG4    to  1896. 

Scliool    1S7S   to    1900.    2,  8. 

Tax    commis.^ionL-r    1906,    p.    190 1 -8. 

Treasurer,   1908,   p.  » 

Tuberculosis   commission    190S,  p. 


\nnual  reports  1877;  1S81,  6,  7.  8;  1890 
1896-7-8-9;  1902,  1903-4;  1905  Y. 
1906-7-8. 

Constitutional   convention  1901--. 

House   1877-8-9;   1881,   2,   7,   8;   1891  to 

1900-2-3-4.    6,  S. 
Senate     1877-8-9;     1881-2,     7;  1891-2, 

1900-2-3-4-6-8. 

1905-6.  • 


WASHINGTON 


WISCONSIN 


WYOMING 


1-2-3 
1-2, 


1900; 
1899; 


Agrriculture  1S9: 
Auditor  1S77,  p. 

Bar  association  189.    to   190o.  ,  .-, 

Cori'.oration  commissioner  1903,   190o    \.  1--, 

1906,   Y.    1-2;  1907 
Library.  1904.  ,     ^     ^  , 

Railroad    commissioner    1S7T;    1S95,         8,  J; 

1900,  1902. 

School  1876,  S,  9;  1880,  1,  3,  1890  to  189d. 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth   1903,   5,  6, 
7,  8. 

Treasurer   1899    to   1902,    p.  :- 


Documents 

Journal 

Reports 

Documents 

Journals 

Reports 


1892-3, 
1-2-3. 


House, 
Senate 


1-2;    1903-4,  V 


1-2;    1905-6,  V 


1875- 
1889; 


p.;  1889-90;  1891- 
tS91-3-5;  1905-7-9. 


;-5;  1905-7-9. 


Auditor,  1892-4. 
Library  catalogue. 
Manual.  1893-4. 
Schools,  1892. 


1891. 


1868-9-70;   1871.   V.   2;  1872, 
1;    1S76,   V.    1-2;  1877, 
each    V.    1-2:    1893-4.  V. 
1-2-3-4;  190  to  1904  each  \ 
V.    1    to  7. 


1-: 


187C, 


\ 

1-2;    1.NS2   to  Ji'. 
1-2;    1899-90  V 
1-2-3-4;  1905 


Assemblv   18G9-70-.   1.   3.  4, 
9;    18'Jl    to    1899;  1905, 
1-2,    1907.    V.  1-2. 

Senate    18G9-70-I,    3,    4.  6, 
1892,    3,    5,    7,   9;    19u5,  \ 


7;  1882,  3. 
Y.    1-2;  190^ 


1882. 


190" 


Agriculture    1875,  1895. 
Attorney    general  1906. 
IJar   association    l^'il  r, 
Insurance    IS.s.j;    1S9:';-1;  190T. 
Insurance    law.-  19t(7. 
Railroad     commissioners  li-O." 
190S. 

Schools    1S76;    1880-1-2-3;  1SS5 

to  1894. 
Secretary  of  state  1879;  iSSl, 


-7.  V.  1-2; 
.fi-7.S.n;  'j^?') 
2.   5.   6;  1907- 


Documents 


Tax  sommission   1898;  l!t.U,  ). 

Instructions  to  assessor.^  r9>6 
Treasurer  1890. 


Governors'   messages   18S9;  189: 
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Reports  „  , 

Attorney  General  189'J;  1902-3-4,  p 
Auditor  180  2  duplicate. 
S:ngineer    1S04.    9;    1900.    3-4-0-6,  p 
Laws,   irrig-ation  1905  duplicate,  p. 
Treasurer   1899;   1900-1-2,  p. 


i 


'    EIGHTH  AXXt-AL  KliVIKW  OF  THE  PROGUF.SS  OF  SOUTH 

DAKOTA  FOH  1908. 

Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  event  ot  the  year  190S  in  South 
Dakota  has  been  the  opening  to  settlement  ot  the  unallotted  lands 
jn  Tripp  county,  formerly  a  portion  ot  the  Rosebud  Indian  reserva- 
tion Pursuant  to  an  act  ot  congress  providing  for  the  opening  of 
these  lands,  the  president  in  September  issued  his  proclamation, 
directing  that  from  October  7  to  October  17  parties  desiring  to  locate 
homesteads  upon  the  Tripp  county  lands  be  permitted  to  register  lor 
the  chance  of  drawing  a  homestead  at  Dallas.  Bonesteel,  Chamberlain 
or  Presho.  and  during  the  period  designated  114.769  registrations 
were  made,  though  there  were  but  about  four  thousand  homesteads 
available.  The  registration  exceeded  the  famous  rush  to  Gregory 
county  lands  in  1904  by  more  than  eight  thousand. 

Piimary  Election.    This  has  been  a  political  year  rendered  more 
interesting  by  the  first  trial  of  the  ,irimary  election  law  enacted  by 
the  legislature  of  1907.     The  contest  in  the  primary  centered  about 
the  carndidacies  of  -Alfred  li.  Kittredge  for  re-election  to  the  Inited 
States  senate,  and  Coe  I.  Crawford,  who  opposed  him  for  the  posi- 
tion    Full  Kittredge  and  Crawford  ticket,  iov  state  olTicers  contested 
m  the  primary  and  factional  lines  were  strictly  drawn.    Mr.  Crawford 
and  a  majority  of  his  ticket  prevailed,  but  Messrs,  Burke  and  Mar  in 
for  congress  and  George  .Johnson     for  treasurer,  of  the  Krittredge 
ticket  were  nominated.    The  scope  of  the  law  was  somewhat  limited 
bv  the  supreme  court,  in  actions  brought  to  test  its  constitutionality. 
The  contest  in  the  primary  was  limited  to  the  republican  candidates, 
except  that  Robert  E.  Dowdell  and  .\ndrew  H.  Olson  defeated  Taze- 
well Simmons  and  C.  J.  B.  Harris  for  congress  upon  the  democratic 
ticket      -Vndrew  E.  Leo  was  nominated   for  governor.     Two  mJe- 
,  pendent  republican  candidates  for  stale  ofTico  were  defeated  in  the 

primary.  .  . 

The  Campaiji-n..  The  republicans,  democrats,  proaibuioinst. 
socialist^  and  i«cU^peiKU  nee  parties  had  tickets  in  the  aeld.  but  the 
contest  was  bet'.veeu  the  r.imblicans.  led  by  Robert  S.  Vessey  candi- 
<^M  for  governor,  and  the  democrats  under  Andrrv  E.  Leo  lor 
governor.  "  The  republiran  presidential  electors  won  with  a  majority 
of  about  2.^000  and  the  slate  ticket  by  about  18,000. 

County  Option.  The  temperance  people  initiated  a  county  option 
bill  in  the  legislature  of  1907  and  it  was  before  the  people  for  ap- 
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proval  at  the  general  election  in  November  of  this  year  and  was 
defeated  by  1,ST5  votes.  Only  about  two-thirds  of  those  voting  at 
the  election  voted  upon  this  and  other  referendum  bills  and  pro- 
posed constitutional  amendments. 

Divorce.  South  Dakota  has  long  suffered  bad  repute  from  the 
ease  with  whi:h  iiiimigrants  could  obtciin  divorc-s  here.  The  last 
legislature  enacted  a  law  requiring  immigrants  to  reside  in  the  state 
one  year  before  beginning  action  for  divorce  and  also  that  actions 
for  divorce  must  be  tried  at  the  regular  terms  of  court.  Those 
interested  in  the  divorce  business  secured  the  referendum  of  the  act 
to  the  people  at  the  recent  election  and  the  law  was  approved  by  a 
mpjoritv  of  23,Onr).  nMoiTicial. 

'  Haiiroads.  For  the  fiscal  year  e:nding  june  ?>0,  190S,  20  4.00 
miles  of  new  roilroad  were  completed  in  South  Dakota,  but  only  a 
small  fraction  of  this  amount  was  built  in  this  calendar  year.  The 
South  Dakota  Central  completed  its  lino  into  Watenown,  and  other 
roads  made  small  additions.  The  total  railroad  mileage  in  the  state 
at  this  time  is  3, S 4  2.20  miles.  An  electric  line  from  Brookings  to 
£^ioux  Falls  is  now  under  construction  and  several  miles  of  the  grade 
■is  completed;  .  '  ■[  '    ■■■  .  . 

Fopulatkm.  The  new  population  duo  to  the  Tripp  county  open- 
ing cannot  be  at  this  time  comput-d.  There  has  been  a  large  growth 
in  the  newer'  section  of  the  state.  ?.Iany  homesteaders  brought  out 
their  families  last  spring  and  made  permanent  settlement.  Three 
thousand  carloads  of  immigrants'  movables  crossed  the  ^lissouri  river 
at  C'-r-.^bcritiin  r:id  Pierre.  The  r.nn-.vnl  approximation  of  the  i)opu- 
lation  as  of  June  1,  last  is  reached  by  the  proportion^of  school  census 
to  total  population  revealed  by  the  state  census  of  lOO:,.  In  former 
tests  this  method  has  been  found  exceedingly  accurate. 


S^i.         ^.lii  IK* 


SOBTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL.  COLLECTIONS 


47 


TABLF.  I 

sue.  r...  Appro,.««i.  »-op«   

"       .  1  School  j  State 

1  Census  !  Census 
I90o 


Aurora  

Beadle   

Bon  Homme  • 

Brookings     •  ■ 

Brown   

Brule   

Buffalo   

Butte   

Campbell  •  .  • 
Charles  Mix 

Clark   

Clay 

Coaing-ton   .  •  • 

Custer   

Davison   •  ■  •  • 

Dav   ■ 

Deuel   

Douglas  .  .  •  • 
Edmunds  •  - 
Fall  paver  • 

Faulk   

Grant   

Gre2;ory  ■  ■  • 
Hamlin  =  •  •  • 
Hand 

Hanson  .  •  • 
Hughes  .  -  ■ 
Hutchinson 

Hyde ,  •  •  ■ • 
Jerauld    •  •  • 
King-sbury 

Bake   

Bawrence  - 
Lincoln    ■  • 
Lvman   •  ■  •  - 
McCook    .  . • 
McPherson 
Marshall    -  ■ 
Meade    •  •  ■ 
Miner    .  •  •  • 
Minnehaha 
Moody    •  •  • 
Pennington 
Potter 
Roberts 
Sanborn  • 
Spink 
Stanley    •  • 
Sully     •  •  ■  • 
Turner 
Union 
^VaUvorth 
Yankton 


Indians 


Net  Gain 


T74t  I2,b4ui 

^57  13.6:;S|, 

'toG^  6,162; 

'•>.lMi  660! 

Mill  7,2'JOi 

i'or^S:  4,9321 

;  .7„i  13.1'!.; 

m  ^^^^ 

3.0-Ui 

VS46;  ll,2-i21 
.I'r.^,);  14,10^1 
■y'c>-l'i         7,'.'!  60', 

o'^„7'  6,uo; 

T'iQ7'  4,0581... 

i:63ii  ^-oy^i 

^^  'J.'.*o0! 
Vcr/'l  10,5011 

■''i7:\;  ..o22| 
I'/.i-'j:  6,01-1 
l'<"t;;71  5,8311 

V^::  i^:Hooi 

T^2i  2,2911 

I  4501  4,40ol 

'■'-i^l!  ll.ioS; 

.y*o29'  9,S401 .  . 

H'nnV  19, 615;.. 

;;;nS7:  12.43S'.. 

2.720:  b;,0"6, 
•.  n71l  S.-n3,.. 
9  5671  6,4681 
:j14  7,107; 
1  7^81  6,0.0i 
•''^iiH)  6,3101 

;'245!  26.3S4;. 
'>S24i  8,0241 

i;-'l'  10,160t 

•^•■^^^^  .^'Vi^ 

4.3361  l.^,068( 

1  S611  5,0;joi 

:;.S22,  12,230; 

••  •>74!  20,208 

"'571^  1.'-''' 

1.673!  13.502: 

?,00'  10. •t2  . 1 

"l'7n7i  4.6001 

:;'sl2!  12.656 

152,846!  480.2421 

I  18,532 


7101 
2.5791 


383 
381 


1,9461  

S251  .  .  ■  ■ 
211.  .  - 
3,315  .  .  . 

345!.  .  . 
I,ns5:.  .  . 
7  U  2  ^ .  .  . 

'l.620, .  .  • 
145;.  .  . 
1,185;.  .  . 

483^^  ' 
984'  .•  . 
817! .  . 

■  'l".045l  

3501 .  .  ■  •  • 

3.4671  

60-  

04  6'  

1621  

1.450^.  .  •  • 


164 


469' 
919! 


■4.713;.  .  .  . 

■  ■7411.  .  .  . 

9  6 !  .  .  •  • 
l,254i.  .  .  . 
48i  


29 
1.445 

30  4 

12  4 


898 


311....  •■ 

4,0911  

5S9i  

63.1  

5681 .  .  •  •  • 
8961  

17.64;ii  


-"^  390 

 I  687 

••604^.....^.- 

>S.9991  ""6.041 


50- 


I  6,0411 
1  52,958i 
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The  Assessnicnt.     The  assessment  shows  a  substantial  increase 

in  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  state.  The  assessment  is  made 
upon  a  basis  of  about  one-fo\irth  the  real  value  and  the  actual  worth 
of  all  property  is  therefore  about  $1,13  2,0  00,000.  The  table  gives 
assessed  value  by  counties: 

TABLK  II 

Showingr  Assessed  \ult!nilkt!i  «>f  xill  Troperty  for  Year  lOOS 

Auroa   ?  3,515,278 

Beadle   .*   8.201,01.s 

Bon   HomniG    6,490,110 

Brookings    7,738,5o0 

Brown   14,loS,6o6 

Brule    3,96o,203 

Buffalo    7  63,048 

Butte    3.0J:..042 

Campbell   2.3;a,2G8 

Charles   Mix   6,547,405 

Clark    6.523,3.6 

Clay    4,862,277 

Coding^ton    7,031.6.4 

Custer   1.5S,.818 

Davison    5,386,329 

Day   6.97i».889 

Deuel   4.812,345 

Douglas  '   3.226,014 

Edmunds   4.5S3.148 

Fall    River    2.269.331 

Faulk    4.S3S.739 

Grant    5, 1;.6 

Grei^orv   3. ;'»;.. s  13 

Hamlin   4.1..:i,.2  7 

Pland    5.9]4.266 

Hanson    3,6,2,610 

Hughes   ;^-'^;i'2^^ 

Hutchinson   •   8,t>6,,o02 

Hyde   -   . 

.Terauld   -  •   l!' J.i--i:;ii 

Kingsburv   •  •    6.98..83.'> 

Lake     ..:   6.210.132 

Lawrence    •^•'^^"'^•-^i 

Lincoln   

Lyman   -   ^'o^V-!! 

McCook   

McPherson   •   ...4  3.^3  i 

Marshall  •  

Meade    7  "H' 

Miner   "  '>-A7 

iVrinnehaha    13.. .so  ..01 

Moody   ^ifii; 

Pennington    "I-Il'^':''} 

Potter 


9.105 


Roberts   1 

Sanborn   -.  

Spink  :  ■   ^^Avi-^"^- 

Stanh^v  :   ^•I'lrV'!" 

SuUv    r-:!"l-i*!^ 

Turner   :-,\r!'  "I^'j 

Union    o-^Ao-kc^ 

Walworth   

Yankton    ^'l^--\]r, 

Campbell,   unorganizfd   '''o  < ."' 

Dyman,    unorga  n  i/.cd   . 

Stanley.    uiiot  L;  ;i  ii  i/.t  d   

Walworth,  unorganiz^^d   


14.5  1;: 
506.501 


Totnl.    lOOs   $2s:;.6:i6.268 

Total.    1907    26't.63O..077 

Increase    i:l.\.oi\nA^} 

Increase,  per  cent   8.85 
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State  Finances.  On  November  14  the  state  owed  $779,5  01,  being 
$250,000  of  five  per  cent  revenue  warrants  and  $529,501  of  regis- 
tered general  fund  warrants;  an  increase  of  $2  7  8,85  9  during  the  year. 
This  debt  is  really  in  anticipation  of  the  tax  levy  of  19  08,  and  the 
collections  and  cash  in  the  treasury  will  reduce-  this  sum  very  ma- 
terially before  the  first  of  January,  1909,  -though  it  is  apparent  that 
the  present  revenues  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  state. 

$220,000  have  been  collected  upon  the  twine  plant  fund  and  that 
sura  is  now  available  for  the  proposed  plant.  The  proceeds  from  land 
sales  have  provided  all  the  cash  thus  far  required  for  the  new 
capitoI',  and  the  December  distribution  to  the  schools  will  be  the 
largest  yet  made. 

General  Finances.  In  general  the  people  cire  exceedingly  pros- 
perous. Money  is  plenty  and  quite  generally  distributed.  Bank  de- 
posits have  increased  very  materially  and  bankers  are  constantly 
seeking  safe  and  profitable  investments  for  their  funds.  Very  large 
amounts  of  eastern  commercial  paper  is  held  by  the  banks  of  South 
Dakota.  South  Dakota  is  actually  loaning  very  large  sums  to  New 
York  and  Chicago.  Herewith  is  a  statement  of  the  bank  deposits  at 
the  last  call  of  the  comptroller  and  the  state  bank  examiner,  the 
statement  for  the  National  banks  being  for  September  23rd,  and  the 
State  banks  August  17th.  Since  that  date  ihe  sale  of  crops  and  live 
sock  has  very  much  increased  the  deposits. 

Deposits  Deposits  Total 

Individual  Bank 

National   banks   $22,329,3GG.34  $g., 848,506.42  $28,105,872.76 

State    banks   39. 238, 587. 70     1,488,538.95  40,727.126.65 

Totals  $61,567,954.04  $7,373,045.37  $68,832,999.41 

The  growth  of  deposits  in  the  banks  of  the  state  during  the  past 
ten  years  is  perhaps  the  best  index  of  the  increasing  prosperity  and 
wealth  of  the  people.    The  totals  follow: 


1898  .   $10,104,185.43 

1S99    12,649,800.54 

1900   14,732,983.71 

1901    19,194,491.30 

1902    29,422,424.96 

1903    28,607,319.62 

1904   30,611,115.32 

1905    34,759,699.68 

1906   45,046,254.73 

1907   57,769.881.02 

1908    68.832.999.41 


m  comparing  the  bank  deposits  of  South  Dakota  with  those  of 
other  states  it  must  ])e  taken  into  a?count  that  the  money  represented 
in  our  total  Is  all  our  own.    It  is  the  money  of  South  Dakotans  de- 
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posited  in  our  own  banks.  Citizens  of  other  states  do  not  come  here 
to  anv  extent  to  bank  their  money,  but  in  almost  every  other  state  a 
large  percent  of  the  bank  deposits  come  from  other  sates.  South 
Dakota  sends  her  balances  to  Sioux  City,  Omaha,  Chicago,  Minne- 
apolis, Saint  Paul  and  New  York,  and  they  are  there  counted  to  the 
credit  of  those  places  and  swell  their  total. 

FuMic  liuiklini^.  Good  progress  has  been  made  upon  the  new 
capitol  building.  At  this  writing  the  walls  are  practically  completed. 
Under  the  contract  the  building  is  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  July  1, 
1910.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  June  2  5th  with  suitable  cere- 
monies, and  an  address  by  General  Beadle. 

The  other  miblic  buildings  provided  by  the  last  legislature  are 
o-pneraliv  completed  or  nearly  completed,  the  more  notable  of  these 
being  the  \yoman-s  Infirmary  at  the  State  Hospital;  the  law  building 
at  Vermillion,  and  the  Assembly  Hall  at  Aberdeen,  which  have  been 
held  over  until  this  year  for  occupancy. 

Some  notable  churches  have  been  built  or  are  under  construc- 
tion tho-e  of  the  :^Iethodists,  Congregationalists  and  Catholics  at 
Mitchell  and  the  Congregational  church  at  Sioux  Falls  being  the 
more  important.  Sioux  Falls  has  occupied  her  magnificent  new  High 
School  building,  and  Watertown  and  Mitchell  are  building  sidendid 
high  schools  at  this  time,  Tremendous  power  plants  for  the  gonera- 
tion  of  electricitv  have  been  built  on  the  Sioux  at  Sioux  Falls  and 
upon  the  Redwater  near  Spearfish.  Many  other  public  works,  like 
■  opera  houses,  town  halls,  water  works  and  sewerage  plants  have  been 
put  in  during  the  year,  and  generally  there  has  been  much  public 
and  private  building. 

Federal  buildings  are  under  construction  at  Watertown,  Mitchell 

and  Lead.  , 
Great  public  drainage  propositions  are  under  construction  at 
Sioux  Falls  bv  which  the  Sioux  bottoms  between  Sioux  Falls  and 
Baltic  will  be  drained,  and  along  th..  Yankton,  Clay  county  line  and 
in  Union  county.  These  projects  are  authorized  under  the  constitu- 
tional amendment  of  lOOG. 

The. Belle  Fourche  irrigation  project  is  being  pushed  to  comple- 
tion AVater  is  already  distributed  upon  several  thousand  acres  of 
land,  but  several  years  will  be  required  to  complete  the  monster 
undertaking  in  its  entirety. 

The  Weatlier.    The  weather  cpnditions  throughout  the  year  were 
■  in  the  averaiiv  favorabP^  to  crop  .production.    There  wa.  rathrr  a  mild 
winter,  with  lii.tlr  mui.ture  until  Ai.ril.     April.  May.  June  and  July 
brought  abundance  of  rain;  only  a  moderate  amount   f.Jl  in  August 
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and  September  was  unusually  dry,  ripening  the  corn  and  maturing  a 
splendid  crop.-  October  was  wetter  than  usual,  but  the  autumn  iias 
generally  been  favorable  to  gathering  the  harvest.  The  rainfall  at 
representative  points,  for  the  seasonal  months  was  as  follows: 


April 

May 

.June 

Julv 

Aug. 

Toial 

Aberdeen   

  2.SS 

7.51 

5.20 

3.72 

2.28 

21.59 

Bowdle 

  2.55 

2.53 

4.66 

6.61 

3.17 

19.52 

Brookings   

  2.24 

6. 4  0 

6.39 

4.67 

2.3  7 

2  2.13 

Cherrv  Creek   

.......  .50 

2.2B 

3.7  4 

1.10 

1.3  5 

8^9  5 

Huron   

  1.45 

5.4  7 

6.94 

4.12 

1.38 

19.36 

Mitchell   

  3.24 

9.53 

7.31 

2.81 

2.58 

25.47 

Pierre  

  1.41 

3.9S 

1.3  S 

3.04 

2.32 

12.13 

Philip  •  

 82 

4.9S 

2.91 

2.54 

1.62 

12.87 

Rapid  Citv  

  1.2S 

5.4  6 

4. 28 

1.26 

.87 

13.15 

Sioux  Falls   

  :M !} 

7 . 1.'  s 

5 . 9  0 

1.S9 

24.72 

AVatertown   

.    .       .      3.2  5 

3.0  G 

6.12 

.88 

2.37 

15.68 

  2.14 

3.8  4 

5.03 

4.27 

3.34 

18.62 

The  only  storm  of  great  severity  struck  Pukwana  June  21  and 
wrought  great  havoc  in  the  village  and  vicinity. 

Crop  Estimates.  The  tables  herewith  give  a  summary  of  the 
crop  estimates  of  this  department  and  of  the  Federal  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  season  of  1  907.  In  determining  values  it  will  1)0 
observed  the  government  fixes  the  value  on  the  farm  while  we  have 
adopted  the  value  in  the  local  Jiiarket.  uvion  the  theory  the  farmers' 
Vv'ork  is  not  finished  until  he  has  delivered  his  grain  in  the  elevator. 
In  the  main  the  difference  in  the  estimates  would  be  about  the  cost 
of  marketing  the  crop  so  the  difference  is  more  imaginary  than  r-'al. 


State  Cen.-^us  [     Department  of  As'iiculturo 


Acres    |    Bushels.,    I.ociil         Acres    ;    Bushels  \  Fann 
1  I    Mark.t    I  1  j 


VVli,:>aL    2.fi5'T.4L'l  flO.  _      s  i    ,>  j  I. -J }  .'J  r.o  J.:m)i\(10!)  n2.4SO,Oi'>0::?L:'<.IiO  , 

Com    },7.s:t  nl.fiO  ;  _  v. I'su. i..s:.o,iinir  4  ■  .1 .  ."j.ciuo;  ^i.TiiO.im'o 

i;ai  le\-    s74,:n;4  i'<»,  };;s..s_'ii    1  4 . i;, 7  7 m  s7.".,i>(ii)  I'ii.llj.l.Doo,  1  i'.i:7»i.tHhi 

Oats'   l,o.">l.:;:'«  :ui,'J4 s    i  !,ii;;7.i:):;  ],:;•_'."), 100  ;;l'.7  Js.O'io  i2.7ti!.'-Mto 

■  I  \  ._...!   I    1   I   


Total    6.0.'L\.'^7o|l42,2n:>.4ii;i  ?7i),S.-)S.7lt]    G/.t.lO.OOD^  1  :;2.r>nS.00ii'?T5.6  1 7.(iO'l 


It  will  be  observed  we  estimated  the  wheat  crop  of  1907  at  ^'-o.- 
292. OOO  and  the  govfUTiment  placed  it  at  32,480,000  bushels.  Acord- 
ing  to  the  railroads  2  7.s.sO.O(ji>  bushels  were  carried  to  market.  Allow- 
ing 2.  250. ()0()  busliels  lor  l)read  and  2,651.000  for  seed  the  aggr^'rate 
for  wheat  marketed,  and  cou-unied  would  be  3>2,7S1,000  ])nshels 
almost  precisely  confirming  ih*'  govern nuuit's  estimate.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  int(u-esting  to  compare  the  estimates  of  this  deparment 
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and  of  the  government  Tvith  the  actual  crop  as  determined  by  the 
distribution,  for  a  series  of  years: 

Government  State  Actual  Crop 

1901                                               51,662,307  30,000,000  41,759,047 

1902                                              43,973,000  46,858,000  42,721,000 

1903                                              47,252,994  45,266,000  45,530,000 

1904                                              31,453,943  24,150,000  *24,1S3.132 

1905..                                          44,133,481  43,110,000  36,266,000 

1906   •                          41,695,400  39,494,108  39,917.000 

1  907                                              32,480,000  30,292,000  32,781,000 


*Census. 

■  AVJu-at  Crop  of  VMni.  1  am  not  at  all  satisfied  v/ith  the  distribu- 
tion of  common  and  durum  ^'heat  shown  in  the  following  table.  It 
is  the  product  of  more  than  six  hundred  reports  from  all  of  the 
counties,  but  being  made  upon  percentages  referring  back  to  the 
census  of  1905,  I  am  very  sure  we  have  not  arrived  at  the  right  dis- 
tribution, and  that  there  is  much  more  durum  than  indicated  and 
correspondingly  less  common  wheat.  Some  of  the  best  wheat  experts 
in  the  state  believe  the  crop  of  durum  and  common  wheat  is  nearly 
equally  divided.  However  I  do  have  confidence  that  the  total  acreage 
and  bushels  are  fairly  reliable. 

The  estimate  of  winter  wheat  is  made  direct  upon  the  acres  re- 
ported from  the  several  counties  and  is  undoubtedly  nearly  accurate. 
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Wheat.  1908 


Common 


Durum 


Winter 


Acres    1  Bushels  \    Acres    |  Bushels  |    Acres    i  Bushels 


Aurora   I  42,096!  G?.l,440: 

Beadle   ^  50.6051  607.260; 

Bon   Homme    47.o00i  ST^t.OOO 

Brookings    45.264;.  5SS.402: 

Brown  '  216.8931  2,8l;>.00lt 

Brule   20,843j  305,145;. 

Buffalo    '   1,400;       21. GOD' 

Butte   '  3.500'       4  2.000' . 

Campbell   :  69,250-  6:.2,500 

Charles   Mix   ■  49.180:  S36.ni^)' 

Clark    51.530^  77-,:;m.i 

Clav    15,1SS:  . 

Coding-ton    61.3t;0,  76,.<;7(t 

Custer   ,  550;         9.l'..0  . 

Davison   :  30,907i  432,tV.8: 

Dav  .-  :  126.2761  1.767.7 S4: 

Deuel  :  27.9321  335,184: 

Douglas    40.9971  409.970' 

Edmunds    78.408;  1,03  9.304! 

Fall  Paver   ;  200!  4.0001. 

Faulk    77.166:  1.0'i3,l58; 

Grant   :  67,895!  1.018. 428' 

Gregory   :.  26.7331      400,l*:»5  . 

Hamlin   :  62.090!      931. 35i); 

Hand    62,136;  932.040; 

Hanson    42.8791   -  686,064:. 

Hughes    1.602!  109.224; 

Hutchinson     ....  73.4191  881.026' 

Hyde    5.861i        9:m;3  7 

Jerauld    26,378;  263.7Su; 

Kinii-sbury   i  S6,077i  1.032.924! 

•Lake    50,914!  560.054^ 

Lawrence   '  3.5  85 1  70.315' 

Lincoln   !  44,417!  555,08:r 

Lyman   '  4,000'  60,0n0' 

:VIcCook   ■  48.178;  722,670' 

^IcPherson    83.195'  r.r,5.56o: 

IMarshall    73,1401  1,097.1  "0 

Meade   '  8.237!  123.555:, 

]\[iner   '  39.951'  439,4<;i 

Minnehaha   '  28,875'  4->4,25n: 

Moodv   ■  32.248!  451,472 

Pennington   '  1.^00!  2''..00.i: 

Potter   '  39,410'  278,87*v 

Roberts   '  96,1  36'  1.442,0 'O 

Sanborn   '  32.111'      4  81.r,.;5 

Spink    227.580'  3,186.1  2'V 

Stanley   '  1  5.>0;  11,700' 

Sullv  '  14,440;  144,400 

Turner   '  25,629;  381.435 

Union    34,855!  453.ni.-> 

Walworth  37.309'  473.06(r 

Yankton   '  29.528'      422, (*2h 

  '  !  I 

Totals.  :  .  .      .:  2,4^8,21 3  2.<^8»;.t2r 

I  162.384'  :!.081.359' 

1  7,110'  n4,25'f 


Grand    Total.!  2.637,70  135,882.030' 

I  !  ! 


1,0951 
2.025i 
230 

10,390; 

14,759 


16,4251. 

34,425!, 
4.600! 
187,020' 
265,6621 


1,000!  20,000 

 I  

200!  3,000 


'I 


1,000! 


1,56' 
1.S05' 
14.283 


20,3711 
26,1001 
285,660; 


3,39  5 


67.900! 


400' 
48.060! 
9,470' 
3.471! 
3,354' 


7,600! 
991.200! , 
198,871! 
40,470' 
67,080! 


2,457! 
1,300' 


38,855! 
26,0001 


3,127: 
4,430; 


63,540! 
65,310! 


5001 

:;2o; 

764: 
240; 
1,5751 
1,3301 
100' 
167! 
300i 
50  8! 
1.066: 
13,200! 


10,000' 
6,400! 

17,572' 
3.600! 

25,925! 

22,440! 
2,000! 
3.340: 
6.000! 

11,0001 

12,760' 
264,000! 


350 
600: 
2,1  13 
200, 
3.93S' 
4,575! 


7.6001 
12.0001 
51,0031 

5,000' 
39,380' 
91,500! 


3,250 
1,500' 


58,500! 


:2,250i 


600! 


12,000! 


162.3841  3,081,359! 


150 


1001 


150 


2,250 


2,000 


3,000 


1,200 


300  4,S00 
.  .  .1  


.  .  -I  

500!  10.000 
200i  5.000 
400i  10,000 


50!  1.000 

'.U'.'.'.'.'.'. . . . 


500!  10.000 
1,500'  30,000 


2,0001  30,000 

! 

7,110!  114.250 
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Corn 


Oats 


Barlej- 


Aurora   

Beadle   

Bon   Horn n^- J 
Brookings 

Brown   

Brule   

Buffalo   

Butte   

Campbell 
Charles 

Clark   

Clay   

Codingtoi:   .  . 

Custer   

i)avison  .... 

i:)ay   ^  . 

Deuel   

Douglas 
Edmunds 
Fall  River  - 

Faulk   

Grant   

Grei^ory 
Ifamlin  .... 

Hand   

Hanson  .  .  .  . 
Hug-hes  .  .  .  . 
1  rutchinso:^ 

Hyde   

.ferauld  .  .  .  . 
Kingsbur:'  . 

Lake   

Lavrrenco  .  . 
Lincoln  .... 
Lyman  .  .  .  . 
^IcCook  .  .  .  . 
McPhersor  . 
^larshall    .  .  . 

}i[eade   

Miner   

Minn  eh  ah:;  - 
IMoody   

I'enning-to'": 

Potter   

Roberts    .  .  .  . 

Sanborn 

Spink   

Stanlev    .  .  .  . 

Sully   

Turner   . . .  .  . 

Union   

Walworth 

Yankton    .  . 

Total^^  Tl'bS 
Total,  19i>T 

Increase 


Acres    !  Bushels  I  Aci 

1  I 


40,230: 
54.000' 
100,000 
47,200. 
82.50it 
54,000 


1,006,250; 
1,620,000: 
7,600,00il 
1,663.750: 
2,475,000, 
1,800,000; 


2,000 

oO.OOOi 

5,400 

108,000; 

18,000 

450,000 

121.000 

4, 235, 000' 

12.500 

312,500 

106,854 

4,808,450 

.3,:^00 

00,000' 

1,200 

36,000 

47,500 

1,425,000 

4,500 

13  5,0!i0 

13,250 

281,500 

55,000 

1,650,000 

5,000 

150,000 

6,S8n.  172.078 

12.000 

360.000; 

IS. .375 

551.250: 

'  51,250 

2,050.000 

14,500 

478,500 

44.500 

801,000; 

56,135 

1.684,050! 

28.145 

845,350: 

107.000 

3,210,000 

6,000 

180,000 

24. mo 

723,000 

35,2;"0 
46.150 
2  5  0U- 
116.785; 
11.000 
00,000 
3,500 
0,000 
10,000' 
31,282 
123,5  85 
60,650' 
2,370 
8.845 
15.05  2 
4  4,250 
38,077 
25.120 
12.685' 
118,054 
103,842 
12,455: 
105,040 


es    ;  Bushels 


1.0  58.700 
1,384,500; 

62,500^ 
4.671.400 
220,000: 
2,7  00.000  ' 
70,000 
270.000 
300,000 
938,460 
4,325,475, 
1.810,500 

71,100; 

17.600 
451,160 
1.170,000' 

1.1  42,310 
620,000 
253.700^ 

4,163,370 
4,153,6  80 
331.650! 
4,237,600 


12,380 
28,041. 
4  6,5  41 
7  6,4  50 
34,730 

8,100; 

300 
3,850 
2,840 
2!»,7O0 
37.085 
37,065 
45,300 
3.021 

31.05t; 
47.437 
18,750 
5,406, 
300 
6,226; 
33,120: 
10,636 
37,728 
10.5it0 
20,436 
70O 
48,650  , 
1 . 5  <  I 
'.1.270 
3s,''.4" 
;!5.580 
5,0  01 
71,3  40 
2.0  00 
41, 8'.' 8 
5,5  4  6 
21,26  4 
6,1:10 
i:t.5:5 

105,460 
01,580 
6,040 
-.633 
41 .150 

21.018 
22,350 
4.5  60' 
3.3  51 
77.440 
3  {.5>s5 
•  4,185 
55.140 


300,500: 
701,0251 
1,168,520; 

1,011,250: 

1,215. Ii65, 
327.060: 

9,000; 

154,000 
71,225; 
742,500; 
750,700: 
7  9  6,700: 
006,000 
102.906 
412.500; 
7".to,lo0: 
1,185,000 
281,250 
20,840; 
15,000 
186,780 
003,000: 
580,080; 
043,800; 
204,o00i 
510,900; 
17.500: 
1.216,250 
60.000 
278.100: 
772,800 
711,600 
162,812 
1,783.500 
ifo.ooo; 

1,25!'., 040 
166,380 
63  7,!t20; 
154.750' 
301,500: 

2.636,500 

1.831.600 
277. 60O 
5  2,6  60 

1.234,500 
210,180 
670,500 
114,000. 
83,775 

1,548,800 
864,625 
101,640' 

1,65  4.360; 


Bushels 


' ^2, 250, 70  4:75, 58  4. 373r  1,303, 042  34.281,093' 


2,660i  70,800 
16.370^  491,100 
3,303;  101,700 
72,136  1,442,720 
42,850;  1,275,500 
1.450i  43,500 
355  10,650 
2,750':  112,500 
5,670  133,400 
3,415'  110,425 
46,750'  1.402,770 
2,167  86.680 
56,442:  1,602,660 
873i  26,193 
4,411;  110.275 
37,675  041,875 
38,160i  054,000 
2,740'  54,800 
ll,410i  342,300 
340i  10,220 
6,475:  161,875 
25,520,  765,600 
650:  30,000 
45,478:  1,364,320 
8,192,  245,760 
8,745!  262,350 
350'  0,250 
7.805  236,850 
750  22,500 
3,886  136,000 
52,365  1,300,125 
62,140.  1,242,800 
200:  7,000 
32,160:  974,800 
340  8,500 
33,4501  660,000 
9,320:      1  86,400 
21,370  534,250 
1,010^  30,300 
24,240'      601;, 000 
•63,315:  1,000,500 
65.^:80:  1,305,600 
I.OOO'  35,000 
2,730;  54,600 
30,333!  009,000 
7,210:  144,380 
37,440!  1.123,200 
4001  12,000 
387'  11,060 
13,275'  265,500 
3.3501  100,500 
9,430'  282,000 
1,016'  25,400 
I 

931,737124,414,468 
874,964120,438.820 

50,7731  3,975,648 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  55 

Hay.  In  comparing  South  Dakota's  hay  crop  with  the  crops  of 
other  states  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  the  government  does  not  take 
account  of  wild  hay  at  all,  but  reports  only  upon  the  tame  hay  made. 
Wild  hay  is  our  chief  dependence  and  grows  so  luxuriantly  that  upon 
every  farm  a  portion  is  reserved  for  meadow  and  kept  as  carefully  as 
are  tame  meadows.  :Most  states  reporting  agricultural  productions 
take  into  account  the  value  of  pastures,  which  runs  into  very  large 
figures.  In  South  Dakota  we  do  not  take  account  of  the  value  of  pas- 
'tures  but  report  only  upon  the,  quantity  of  hay  actually  harvested. 

Live  Stock.  A  vast  increase  in  live  stock  marketed  is  shown  this 
year,  cattle  alone  showing  428,924,448  pounds  as  against  274,737,715 
in  19  07.  I  do  not  quite  understand  why  so  marked  an  increase  should 
be  apparent,  but  it  is  suggested  that  the  big  range  herds  have  been 
shipped  out  before  the  advance  of  the  homesteaders.  Undoubtedly 
likewise  there  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  of  fat  stock  from 
the  farms.  Always  the  farms  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state  have 
been  the  great  stock  producers,  though  the  picturesqueness  of  the 
range  business  brought  that  section  into  the  greatest  prominence. 
Hogs  marketed  increased  from  190,047,995  pounds  in  1907  to  236,- 
633,000  in  1908. 

WOOL.  The  National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers  esti- 
mates the  'wool  crop  of  South  Dakota  at  3,900,000  pounds,  worth 
$722,000.  This  is  a  larger  amount  than  this  department  has  hitherto 
est'imated,  but  as  the  wool  manufacturers  place  their  estimate  for  this 
year  upon  the  actual  purchases  of  former  years  it  must  be  accepted 
as  approximately  correct. 

Dairy  Products.  There  has  been  no  material  change  in  dairy. and 
poultrS'  products  except  that  prices  have  been  a  bit  firmer  and  the 
range  a  trifle  higher.  Creamery  production  is  diminishing  and  farm 
production  correspondingly  increasing.  Poultry  products  show  a  small 
increase  in  volume  over  last  year. 

>liuerals.  The  miners  have  had  a  satisfactory  year  and  the  out- 
put is  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  state's  history.  The  report  of  the 
Mine  Inspector  is  not  yet  available,  but  from  unofficial  sources  it  ap- 
pears the  gold  product  is  .$8,800,000. 

Prices.  All  prices  have  been  satisfactory,  to  the  farmers,  for 
the  average  of  the  year  since  the  flurry  following  the  eastern  panic 
passed.  Averaging  the  price  of  commodities  on  the  first  of  each 
month  I  put  wheat  at  90  cent,  corn  at  47,  oats  42,  barley  47,  flax 
$1.05,  beef  $4.50,  hogs  $5.70,  butter  22  cents. 

General  Suminary.  The  entire  productions  of  the  year  I  sum- 
marize as  follows: 
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Wheat,  85,882,000  bushels   •   ^?:'^o<'?cn 

Corn.  75,584.000  bushels    -^000090 

O-its,   34,281,000   bushels    -^'^"'^^'ion 

Barley, -24.41  4.000   bushels   •• 

Flax,   5.000.000    bushels    J'ta^nnn 

Spelz,   3.750,000   bushels  :  •  •  •  ^J'^^^'^^^ 

Hay,  3,260,000  tons   ^hno'ono 

Potatoes,  vegetables  and  fruits   o  onn  aha 

Dairy    products    -'^-a'aoo 

Poultry  and  eggs   ^'  aaa 

S-:l.        v.,,-;:v;.:,,-,;:v.v.v,v,v. -.v.- ■.  ."|: 

Wool  and  hides   

Total  for  Year  $175,934,430 

Comp-ivalive  rroductioiis.  The  progressive  increase  of  produc- 
tion so  lor.g  maintained  in  South  Dakota  from  year  to  year  is  again 
shown;   indeed  the  growth  of  new  wealth  this  year  is  greater  than 

ever  before.  For  the  past  five  years  the  figures  have  been: 
<  . 

Year        '  Value  of  Products  Increase 

1904   .'   $116,792,000 

ir)0->'  .  .  .       12G',792,000  ?  9,994,000 

iq06                                                               145.812,000  19,126,000 

.907 "                  160.232,000  14,319,000 

;ir,08'                                                             .185,434,000  25,202,000 

Act'.iar.^Iarlcetino's.    The  following  table  shows  the  total  amounts 

of  the  sort  of  products  enumerated,  shipped  to  markets  outside  the 
state  by  the  railroads  operating  herein: 

Wheat,   27.880.000   bushels   ■  ••   $25,092,000 

Corn.  5.030.000  bushels   2,364,000 

Barlcv,    12.402,00   bushels  :   5,829,000 

Oats,  1;?, 431, 000  bushels    5,221,000 

Rve,   225,000  bushels  •.  •  •  •  101,000 

Flax.  3,680,000  bushels    3,864,000 

Cattle,   428,924.000  pounds   •  19,301,000 

Hogs,  236.633,000  pounds    15,198,000 

Sheep,  25.970.000   pounds   ••  1,498,000 

Horseb-.    23,000.000    pounds    l,26o,000 

Dniry  products,  poultry,  eggs,  hides,  wool,  hay,  potatoes, 

vegetables,  fruits  and  minor  products   21,350,000 


Total   $98,083,000 

Kducatioii.  The  public  schools  and  all  of  the  institutions  of 
higher  education  have  been  prosperous  and  enjoyed  increased  patron- 
age. Dr.  Thomas  Nicholson,  who  during  five  years  won  great  renown, 
as  president  of  the  Dakota  Wesleyan  University,  resigned  to  become 
Missionary  Secretary  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  his  place 
was  filled  by  Dr.  Samuel  F.  Kerfoot  of  Minnesota.  Dr.  Frazee  re- 
signed as  president  of  the  Springfield  Nornuil,  a  position  he  has  filled 
with  credit  since  the  foundation  of  the  school  in  189  8,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded bv  Prof.  G.  G.  Wenzlaff. 
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1      Thpr^  h-s  been  no  notable  distraction  of  public 
.0  anr;:::;a:;::ncli;rons  ....  .een  exceptional.-  .00.  Man. 

Xous  revivals  bave  been  conductea  during  the  year  vvUb  .at.stac 

p!^-;  HoaUU.     TUe  people  bave  been  bealtb. 

^  ■n^^v\nz  the  last  vear  there  were  11,00.  bnths  and 
:^:orr  Se"n,:rpron.nent  in  tbe  a«alrs  ot  tbe  state  diea 
tbe  .ear.  a.on.  tbese  ^ere  Co,  ^Z^^l^TZ 
superintendent  of  the  Reform  school,  Di.  C  -^I-  = 
cone-^e  of  arts  and  sciences  of  the  state  university,  Lh  "^<- 
l~i.P„t  of  Flk  roinf,  Xe^vion  Edmunds,  second  governor  of 
pioneer  resident  of  i>ik  loini..  ^    ,     •  •„  „f  Tjedfleld- 

Dakota  territory;  Dr.  H.  C.  Burch.  a 

Jo.enh  M.  Green  of  Chan.l.orlain,  prominent  m  repubh...n  poUt. 
and  Howard  G.  Fuller,  associate  justice  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  Ibe 
-aeane    c^casioned  by  .he  death  of  Judge  Fuller  .as  nUed  on  Novem- 
ber lo!  by  Governor  Crawford,  by  the  appointment  of  Judge  Charles 
TT   whitins  of  the  Ninth  circuit. 

F  al  V.  providence  has  vouchsafed  to  South  Dakota  a  long 
term  great  prosperity.  Twelve  successive  seasons  have  been  nch 
vlth  ^rea.  abundance.  TUanhtul  to  God  for  his  long  conhnued  k,u  1- 
IT.  the  people  of  South.  Dakota  approach  the  new  year  filled  w,.>, 
courage  and  hopefulness.  dOAXE  ROBINSON,  Secretary. 

Pierre,  November  20,  1908. 


•iV. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  Ki:VII AV  OF  THi:  PKOGRESS  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA 

,     FOR  1909. 

The  nth  session  of  the  state  legislature  and  the  opening  of  the 
Chevenne  River  and  Standing  Rock  Indian  reservations  have  been  tne 
noteable  events  in  South  Dakota  for  the  year  now  closing. 

The  legislature  convened  on  January  5th  and  at  the  same  time 
Governor  Robert  S.  Vessey,  Secretary  of  State  Samuel  C.  PoUey. 
Treasurer  George  G.  Johnson  and  Railroad  Commissioner  Fred  C. 
Robinson,  were  inducted  into  their  respective  offices,  the  other  state 
officers  having  been  re-elected.  The  legislature  elected  Coe  I.  Craw- 
ford, United  States  senator,  by  a  vote  of  9  4  to  9  for  Andrew  E.  Lee, 
the  democratic  candidate. 

The  more  Important  laws  of  the  session  were  for  immediate  elec- 
tion returns.  >  '''---y' 

A  two  cent  passenger  rate  law. 
^       .Placing  the  fixing  of  maximum  express  rates  in  hands  of  railroad 
commissioners.  .  -  ■  ;  . 

The  depositary  of  public  funds. 

Submitting  county  option  of  sale  of  liquors. 

An  anti-treating  law.  ■ : .  ' 

Prohibiting  drinking  on  trains.  •  ■       ■  ' 

Providing  for  tuberculosis  hospital  at  Custer. 

Allowing  families  of  prisoners '  in  the  ^penitentiary  a  share  of 

their  earnings. 

A  general  game  law,  and  providing  state  game  warden. 
■        Creating  juvenile  courts  in  each  county. 

Increasing  supreme  court  from  three  to  five  members.  Creating 
Tenth  circuit. 

The  following  appropriations  were  made: 

Building  at  Madison  Normal                                              ^  ^o'^oo'oo 

Cottage  and  barn  at  Brookings  •  •  •  -,*a'nnono 

Chemical  laboratory  at  Brookings   ia  nnonn 

Dairy  barn  at  Brookings   i    oao  on 

Buildings  at  state  fair  grounds   -JlO  00 

State  flag    1  r  nnn'nA 

Additions  to  building  at  Aberdeen    7n  nnnon 

Buildings  at  Yankton  asylum    1  -  in  o  OO 

Dormitory   at   Blind   Asylum  •  '  q-q  oo 

Salary  judge  Tenth  circuit    Tooon 

Furniture  at  SpearUsh  normal   i  inn  ,  n 

Deficiency  United  States  Land  office  fees   0'>'''(;0 

Legislative  expenses   ;■•  2o'40o"o0 

State  fair  maintenance    l','oOo'oO 

Custer  sanitarium    •^no'ooo'oo 

Completion  capitol  building   .300,000.00 
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8,020.00 

Repairs  at  School  of  Mines  "  ; ;  162.90 

Expenses  of  presidential  electors   ^  5,000.00 

Manufacture  of  hog  cholera  serum   15,417.38 

Soldiers'  Home  deficiency    3,000.00 

Buildings  on  experimental  farms  ;  ;  ^  25.000.00 

Dstermining  value  of  railroads   _    ^  27.08 

Deficiency  railroad  commissioners    1,000.00 

Deficiency  care  of  state  house  _  52,450.00 

General  printing  bill       35,000.00 

Dormitorv  at  Redfield  asylum    3,706.09 

Printing  'f^lection  advertisements   _  20,000.00 

Live  stock  sanitary  board  • ;  _  _  16,500.00 

Printing  deficiency    ....  30,000.00 

Heating  plant  at  university   •  ;  ;   4,000.00 

Railroad  litigation  /  • ; ....  9o2.4b 

Stree?  grading  tax,  capitol  grounds   2,581.00  , 

Organiation  new  counties      2,581.00 

Vm-uiture  for  new  capitol   •••   92.6  4 

Deficiencv  commissioners  Soldiers'  Home  • 

Fi-hting'  two   cent   rate   cases   _  123.75 

Deficiency  board  of  health   •  •  •  ;   2,450.00 

Salaries^ n^^^^  Judges  and  stenograpners    ^^^^^^ 

Ixlaries  new  members  board  of  chanties  •  •  ^o^oOO.OO 

Standing  appropriations    .  -   1,900,514.00 

General  appropriations  bill     . — 

$2,833,494.30 

Total  for  two  years   : *.'.....  2,432,407.21 

Total  19  07  session    ;  

$    401,08 -.09 

;Trsr.r:;ur:  "..e.;":.  Hon. .....  h.  bouu.  o.  ...... 

ton  Judge  of  the  new  Tenth  circuit. 

Hon.  Robert  B.  Tripp  was  appointed  to  hU  ^the  ^  ac.  ^  ^- 
circuit  bench  c 
k  McXulty  of  i 

.  Thorp  was  not  the  usual  amount  of  fed- 

Con..essional  Actu>„    ^  ..lowing  laws  were 

eral  legislation  special  to  South  Dakota. 

^"^^  citing  t.o  C>.an,.ev.ain  In.lan  sc.oo>  to  t.e  Cat.oUc  Cuuc. 

"^""nrTraeUe  I-on.-Co  -.ana  dist.et  an.  esta.UsMn,  tUe 

'^•'^rnrnrparr.rrto  t.e  Cat.oUe  Xn.an  n.^lon.  to  n.s.on 

-nrTnlrt-  eonn.>..>on  o.  .Ha.es  acoss  t.e  M.son.  at' 

^"Te  fono.ln,  a.nn-o,.HaUon.  .eve  nuu,o  to  u.ea  .ithin  Sout. 
Dakota: 


Hon.  Ronert  o.  ^^M-i   mdoe  S'mith  and  Hon. 

i>nn-h  oiu^ed  bv  the  promotion  of  Jutige  fenuui  au 
First  circuit  bench  cau.ea  moCov  in  the  Fifth  cir- 

Frank  McXulty  of  Sisseton  to  succeed  Judge  McCov 
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For  maintenance  and  education  of  Indians    ^ ''"^ooiooo'oo 

Federal  building  at  Lead    9  5',00  0.00 

At  Watertown    •    35^000. 00 

At  Mitchell  •   80,000.00 

At  Sioux  Falls   3,000.00 

Dead^ood  Assay  Office   • 2',500.00 

Wind  Cave  Park   ■ 8,300.00 

Surveyor  General's  office   180  000.00 

Battle  :Mountain  Sanitarium    

.  $1,448,978.00 

Total  

In  addition  to  these  of  course  the  state  participates  in  the  general 
«nrronriatiou-  for  the  maintenance  of  the  postal  service,  the  depart 
ment  o   Jnsti^e  the  land  department,  the  Agricultural  departmen  and 
To    the  improvement  of  rivers,  so  that  first  and  last_  it  is  probaM  ^.o 
and  ono-half  million  dollars  are  annually  disbursed  m  the  state  b>  the 

'^'"opS-^^  Chevenne  and  Standing  Kocic  Lands.  In  August  the 
President  Sued  his  proclamation  formally  opening  the  ceded  portion, 
fions  of  the  Chevenne  River  and  Standing  Rock  reservations  to  set- 
Z:e:l  ^oviding  that  applicants  for  the  said  ^-d.  shouM  reg^ 
at  Aberdeer, 'Pierre,  LeBeau,  Mobridge,  Lemmon  or  Bismark,  ^et^^een 
Octore  4ti;  and  October  23rd.  Eighty  thousand  one  hundred  fort>- 
^lo  persons  so  registered,  for  the  about  ten  thousand  homesteads 
nvniinble  uDon  said  ceded  lands.  . 

tt  ZLais.  scarcely  any  new  rails  have  been  la,d  dnnng  he 
venr  bin  the  Milwaukee  railroad  has  graded  two  Imes  trom  the  -M  »- 
■ou  i  river  bridge  at  Pontis;  one  running  almost  directly  west  to  the 
ieded  land,  n  the  Chevenne  River  reservation,  and  the  other  south 
aero  s  tie  MO reau  to  the  valley  of  Virgin  «-eek  and  thence  west  to  t^he 
ceded  and,  The  Northwestern  road  has  completed  surveys  t  cm 
Blunt  to  Gettvsburg  and  is  now  engaged  in  grading  the  lines.  Mucn 
fu'ting  has  been  done  in  various  Parts  of  the  state,  hut  these  are 
the  only  lines  actually  under  construction. 

N-eu-  Counties.  At  the  election  of  !?0S  the  peoiile  of  Butte 
countv  voted  to  divide  that  county  into  three  parts,  the  southern 
ZnL  to  re.nain  as  Butte,  the  northwest  as  Harding  and  the  no  th- 
ca  as  Perkin,  These  counties  were  organised  in  Januarv  by  Co  er- 
Tor  V^re"  the  county  seat  of  Harding  being  located  at  a  new  v.  age 
in  the  central  part  of  the  county  named  B:son  and  the  c.ip.tol  ol 
Perkirs  b  ing  located  at  Buffalo,  also  a  new,  centrally  located  town^ 

Ti  e  legfslature  created  Corson  county  out  of  a  portmn  ot  the 
Standing  Rock  reservation  in  South  Dakota  and  it  was  duly  orgam^.ed 
wUh  the  county  seat  at  Mcintosh.  Tripp  county  was  also  organr^ed 
with  the  county  seat  at  Colonibc. 

The  l-o,."lation.  There  has  been  but  a  moderate  growth  of  ,0P  - 
lation  during  the  year,  and  the  greater  portion  of  th.s  upon  the  new 
lands  in  he'western  portion  of  the  state,  though  some  of  the  c.ttes 
have  made  good  gains.  The  school  census  taken  as  of  .Tune  1st  H.., 
hows  GO..v:,;  children  beiween  f.  and  21  year,  of  age,  a  ga.tt  ot 
7,  0  in  the  year.  Using  the  same  ratio  to  genera,  l-""  ^fon  wluch 
existed  between  the  school  census  and  the  total  census  m  IJO..  the 
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r,     -or  The  =cliool  census,  however, 

present  population  would  ^as  come  into  Tripp  county 

^oe.  not  effect  the  new  ^^^^^'f^^^^^^^  counties,  and  it  is 

this  year,  as  weil  as  in  t^^e /)theT  '^^^^  the  state, 

likely  there  was  on  June  1st,  last  -  ^'^'^^y    '       ^^^^  vear  shows  a 
As-c'^'^mciit.     The  assessment  of  the  piesen  . 


The  -   

substantial  increase  in  wealth, 
tionate  increase  in  population, 
are  given  in  the  annexed  table 

Aurora   

Beadle  

Bon  Homme  

Brookin£,s   

Brown   

Brule   ■ 

Buffalo   

Butte  

Campbell  "  

Charles  Mix   

Clark   

Clay  

Codington 

Corson   

Custer   1 

Daviso  1   

Day  • 

Deuel    .  •  

Dougrlas   

Edmunds   

Fall  River   

,  Faulk   

Grant  '  "  ' 

G-reaory   '  " 

Hand   

Hamlin    ■  .  ■  ; 

Hanson   

Harding.   

Hughis  

Hutchinsor.     -  •  -  • 

Hyd^     

.Jerauld   '  '  "  ' 

Kingsbury   •■ ; 

Lake   

Bawrenc-   

Lincoln   ' 

Lvman   

IVlcCook   

McPherso  -   

Marsbair   

Meade   ' 

Miner   

Minnehaha   '[ 

Moody  

Penningtor.   

I'erkins  

Potter   

Roberts   •  •  • "  "  '  ' 

Sanborn   ;  ; 

?pink  

PtP.nley   

Sully   " 

Tripp   ;  ■  . 

Turner   

Union   

AVal  worth   

Vankton    ■■■■■■  i'  \ , 

Custer,    (unnrganl'/.eit)  -  

'     Fall   River   ,  unorganr/ed  .    .  .  • 

Tivman    (  unorua  n  r/.f<i  >   

Stanley  (unorgani7..Mi)  

WfYlworth.    (unorg:ain/.' a  > 


n.u  h  exc  ecung  the  indicated  rropor- 

The  totals  oi  all  property  by  counties 

$  4,755,474 

  tt,6;U,5'Jo 

  6.8SD,005  . 

  8.'i04,472 

  16,272.14;) 

.  .    4,689,894 

9U4,931 

  1,853,229 

3,007,807 

.  .   7,928,606 

  7,189,114 

  5.096.184 

  7,706,122 

 :  •  •  •  ■  ■  ■  1  20  8.2  5  0 

 -   ■■■  l',655,893 

  5.936.895 

  7,462,952 

  4,979,625 

.   3,745,486, 

  5,441,065 

  2,557.574 

 ■  5,505,32  4 

  5,651.972 

  4,902,450 

 •   6,906,517 

  4,795,377 

  4,223.422 

 •  •  • 823.2^1 

  4.590,640 

  8,524,735 

  3  0SO.2  61 

3.586.593 

 .•  •  •  •   7  529.240 

  6.631,905 

 *■ 9.039,07. 

  7,537,115 

  7.049.615 

  6.093.858 

 • 4.820,1  4  5 

  4,445.385 

  3  095,921 

 1"  4,548.130 

 •   15.1  86,390 

 .  -   5,71  8. 30 S 

 •   5.869.4  60 

  1,999.010 

 '•   3.236,508 

  6.441.097 

  ■    4.21  9,4  9:i 

  11.786..'iiU 

  •  •  •   7  079. OSO 

 •  ;  3.140.144 

  410.431 

  7  9  80,1  2  5 

  5'.531.151 

  3.662.712 

  7.144.9S3 

  12.060 

.  ..r   16.015 

  55  4.  MO 

  508.150 

  106,125 

~T321,070.665 
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State  Finances.     On  November  12th,  the  condition  of  the  state 


treasury  was  as  follows: 

Debt 

General  fund  revenue  warrants  outstanding.   $  500,000.00 

Borrowed  from  Twine  plant  fund   135,000.00 

Registered  warrants   3  4  6,544.88 

Registered  Capitol  building  warrants   101,927.30 


Total  state  debt    $1,083,472.18 

Less  cash  in  general  fund  ".   2,129.28 


Net  state  debt   $1,081,342.90 


To  meet  this  obligation  the  state  has  a  prospect  of  selling  lands 
to  meet,  the  warrants  upon  the  calpitol  fund.  The  assessment  is  forty 
million  higher  than  last  year  and  the  tax  levy  is  four  mills  as  against 
three  mills  last  year.  Prudent  management  and  a  continuation  of 
the  four  mill  levy  would  sink  the  debt  in  three  "years. 

General  Finances.  The  people  are  in  a  very  prosperous  condition 
generallly.  Private  credit  was  never  at  a  higher  state.  The  growth 
of  reserve  wealth  is  finely  illustrated  by  tlie  volume  of  deposits  in 
the  banks.    The  statement  herewith  is  as  of  September  1st,  last': 


Individual  Deposits    Bank  Deposits  Total 

N'^ational    banks     .  .  .  . '>27.407.218.29     $4,054,781.31  $31,461,997.60 

Other   banks                     45,735,681.51       1,632.423.78  47,308,103.29 

Total                                 73,142,899.80       5.687,205.09  78,830.100.99 

Totals   of    1903......    61,567.954.76       7,373.045.37  68.832.999.41 

Increase   >11.574,945.7G  $  9,997.1  01.48 

Decrease    •  $1,685,840.28 

Total  bank  deposits,  1909    $78,830,1  00.99 

Total  bank  deposits,  1  899    12,649,800.54 


Gain  in  ten  years    $66,180,300.45 

The  bank  deposits  at  about  September  1st,  in  each  year  since 

1S9S  have  been  as  follows: 

1S9S  :  '   $10,104,185.43 

1899    12.649,800.54 

1900   14,732,983.71 

1  9  01    19,1  94.491.30 

1902  •   2  9.422.224.96 

1903    28.607.31  9.62 

1  904   30.61  1.115.32 

1  905    34,7  59,699.68 

19  06  ...   45,046,204.73 

1907   57.7f'!>,N,si.ni' 

190S   '   68.832.999.4  1 

1909  •   78.S3(t, 100.99 

Conipari.sons  Wit!)  Ot!i<M'  StatV.>s.  The  percai)ita  bank  dei)0sits  in 
South  Dakota  and  the  adjacent  states  on  Sept.  1,  1  9  09,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Iowa   .'   $  1  7  0.00 

M  iimc  .-eta  •.  -?   124.00 

North   Diikota    109.00 

Soiitli    Itakota    l.">vS.<;0 


^jn  ta  9!'. 
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The  percentage  of  increase  of  deposits  during  the  past  ten  years 
in  South  Dakota  and  adjacent  states  is: 

Iowa    -'^^  ptr  cent 

Minnesota     -51  per  cent 

North  Dakota    ^» 1^^^'  cent 

South  Dakota   .   '   P^-^'  ^'^'"^ 

Public  BuiUIiiij2;s.  Good  progre:-^s  has  been  made  upon  the  new 
capitol,  the  exterior  of  which  has  been  completed  and  the  interior 
finish  well  advanced.  AVork  has  been  commenced  upon  the  grounds 
for  the  completion  of  whicli  a'  lagoon  at  the  eastern  end  is  contem- 
plated. 

The  state  has  also  under  construction  the  Women's  Infirmary  and 
a  cottage  for  disturbed  men  patients  at  Yankton  and  an  additional 
building  to  accommodate  sixty  patients  at  Redfield. 

At  Aberdeen  a  :Mechanic>  ans  building;  at  Brookings  a  chemical 
laboratory  and  a  dairy  barn:  ar  Vorm.ilMon  a  central  heating  plant:  at 
]\,Iadison  a  Science  hall;  at  fiajiid  City  a  central  heating  plant;  at  Hot 
Springs  several  rmportant  additions  to  existing  buildings:  end  at 
Huron  several  a'dditcnal  buildings'  for  the  state  fair. 

The  Federal  buildings  at  Mitchell  and  '  Watertown  are  nearing 
ccriy'ption.    and   thai   at   Lead    is   under  way. 

Drainage  propositions  are  being  prosecuted  in  ^^linnehaha.  Lin- 
coln, Union,  Clay,  Yankton.  Sanborn,  Hamlin  and  Kingsbury  counties 
under  the  state  law. 

The  Belle  Fourche  Irrigation  project  is  So  i)er  cent  completed. 
There  has  been  a  very  large  amonnt  of  private  building  both  in  town 
and  country,  but  perhaps  no  one  so  notable  above  the  mass  as  to 
merii"  sjiecial  mention. 

The  ^Veather.  First  aiu.l  last  the  weather  of  ir>00  was  well 
adapted  to  successful  agriculture,  although  there  were  several  streaks 
of  hail,  more  or  less  destructive,  and  a  drought  in  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  st?te.  A  cloud  burst  in  the'northern  hills  in  June  dam- 
aged the  railroads  a  good  deal  and  put  the  Burlington  bran  >]i  into 
Spearhsh  out  of  commission  for  several  weeks.  A  cloud  burst  near 
Underwood,  in  Pennington  county,  also  in  .lune.  Hooded  thnt  town. 

The  government  has  suspended  the  ]>ublication  of  the  Climate  and 
Crop  Bulletin  and  the  preci]>tation  records  for  all  of  the  points  of 
voluntary    observation    are    not    longer    readily   available.      For  the 


four  bureau  points  the 

seasonal 

rainfall 

was  as 

follows 

;  1 
!  April  1 

.Mav 

 L 

j 

June  i 

! 

1 

Jttly  1 

 1 

1 

Aug.  1 

Total 

r  

!     2  .  G  5 1 

3  .  841 

'~  '  i 

0.95| 

2.741 

^  ■  1 
3  .  0  G  i 

1  3  .  2  4 

:  i.iis; 

2.75  j 

1  .  30  1 

2  .  20| 

10  .  (;7 

'    2 .  r>  0 1 

5.1.3! 

7  .541 

2.35] 

2".47 

10.70 

Yankton   

i    2.  so; 

4  .  9 :]  i 

 ! 

5  .  5  0 1 



3.251 

1 

3  .  50  j 

1 

1 

2  0  .  0  7 

The  ri'oix.  On  the  whole  Ihe  crops  of  1  900  have  been  up  to  t]i«^ 
averag''  and  in  some  dii-cctions  hhve  been  above  average.  Alore  s]>t^e- 
ifically.  wht'ar  n:id  corn  have  ])»>('n  vt-ry  good  indeed,  while  eats  and 
barb'y  iire  Ix^iow  av^'rau''.  Hay  is  -i  splendid  cro]),  fruit  nnd  vg''- 
tablcs  \er>'  good  and  iio:  at  ()'■■>  i-an^iiiu  trom  good  to  approxiuiai-' 
failnn-  accordieg  to  lo;-alifv.  Tli*'  taljl<'s  gi\t^  t  1h^  acr.":igi' a lul  >  !''M.^  oi 
the  i)rincipal  cereals.     I  Ir.ivc  not  altrmpted  to  (h)  more  than  ronglil>' 
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approximate  the  flax  crop.  The  acreage  of  flax  is  much  greater  than 
in  preceding  years,  while  the  yield  seems  to  be  less  than  for  several 
years.  Alfalfa  for  seed  is  becoming  a  ..staple.  The  chief  supply  of 
alfalfa  seed  for  the  last  year  was  found  by  seedmen  in  western 
South  Dakota  and  many  thousands  of  bushels  were  shipped  at  highly 
remunerative  prices.  The  seed  crop  for  this  year  is  good  but  not  up  to 
the  level  with  1908. 


Corn 


Wheat — All  Sorts 


Acres 


Aurora  i 

Beadle   | 

Bon   Homnip   ; 

Brookings   ' 

Br'-wn   !  . ; 

Brule   ! 

Buffalo    \  \ 

Butte   I 

Campbell   ! 

Charles    Mix   .  .  i 

Clark   j 

Clay   I 

Coding-ton   [ 

Custer   i 

Davi«o;!   ; 

Day   i 

Deuel   1 

Doup,lay   i 

I^dmunds   I 

Fall  Rn-er   

Faulk     .•  i 

Grant    .  ;   i 

C-reg-ory   ,  \ 

Hamlin   I 

J-fand   j 

Han.son    i 

Hu£?hes   

Hutchinson   i 

Hyde   | 

•Tei-ould   I 

Ki'ig-sbury   ! 

Lake   '  i 

Bawrence   '  ' 

Bincoln   i 

Lyman   i 

:McCook   j 

Mcl'herson   i 

Marshall   \ 

Meade   | 

Miner   ■ 

-M'Tinehaha   ■ 

Moody   

I'enninRton   | 

Pottt-r   ! 

lioberts   \ 

Sanborn   I 

Spink   ; 

St'^nb-v   , 

Sully   ; 

Turner   ■ 

Union   

■\\'alu-ort!i   I 

Yankton   ; 

Totals  I' 

I. 


Bushels 


Acres 


Bushels 


.  42,0001 
59,0001 
105.000i 
50,000: 
8  5.0UOi 
57,000: 
2,500| 
6,000i 
20,000j 
140,0001 
14,000i 
I20,000i 
3.500i 
l.oOOl 
50.0001 
5,000i 
15,000! 
57.000i 
6,500i 
'7,000: 
15.000 
20,000: 
55.000: 
17.500; 
45,0i)0; 

60.000; 

7,000i 
110,000! 

7,0001 
28,000, 
40,000 
50,000 

:?,ooo^ 

120,000; 
15,0001' 
05,000' 
4,500: 
12,0001 
10,000 
:!5,()00 

1  ;:(),()no 
70,0(^0 
5.000 
10.000; 
17.000 
45,000: 
40,000 
;5o  000' 
i;'.,0(>o: 

120,000' 
I  05,000; 

1 5.000; 
.  iio.ooo; 

2,;j95,000I 


1,304.000; 
1,770,000: 
7,S50.ttO0' 
1 ,7Mii,Oij0 
2,700,000, 
l,710.()iu> 
75,000' 

240.000' 
.  500.000 
5,600,Ui»O: 

42i>.000 
C.OOO.OOO 

I05,00ui 
45.000 
1,500.000' 

125,000 
7  5.1)00' 
2.2X0.000 

i:f5,0:iO 

21  tt,<)00' 

}50.0!H) 

6  60,000 
2,2'JO.O(iO 
555,000 

900. OOP: 

2,100.000' 
70.000' 

n.s5o.ooo; 

175. OOO' 
750.000' 

1.400,000: 

1.750.000 
120,000 

4,600,000 
4  5  0.000 

;'..o55.000 
125,000 
.160,000 

:!no,oo() 

1.050,000 
4. 5  5    HI  1 0 
2.450.000 
1  5ii.(ioo 
.'100.000 
4  15. Oho 
1.5  7  5,000 
1,  (00,000 
75i».OtM) 

:;l'5,oiio 

5.  »U(I,.MHI 

1 . 7  0 1 1 .  (I  ( Ml 
4  rii>.iiti  »; 
\.  10(t,0(jO 

86,s;'.:).ooo: 


45,7601 
52,6;J0i 
44.:i20l 
60,  SOU: 

2:;o,000; 
2:j,000 
2,5001 
o.OOOj 

■  74.O00I 
5  ^t.  OOO  I 
60,0001 
16,0001 
65,5001 
7501 
:"!4,000' 

1  76,000; 

;;N,oooi 

46,000; 
S  4.000 
250 
S5,0  00 
71,000 

2;t,ooo 

65,000; 

7  5.000 
44.000; 

.".,5  00; 
75.0001 

7,500! 
20,0001 
88, 000 1 
52,0001 

4.500: 

.•;5.oo0i 

7 . 5  0  0  i 
50,000: 
,■^5.000 
X7.OO0; 
1i>,000^ 
}  ii,i)00 
27,niio 
:;5,ooo: 
10.000 
17,ituo; 
1  OO.iMlO 
25. 000: 

2;i5,(MH>i 

7 , 5 1 )  0  ■ 
20,000' 
2  5.000; 

;;  5.0110 
Kt.'ioo: 

25.000; 
,71  1,0001 


754,880 
815,765 
465,360 

1,002,400 

3,50  5,000 
241, .^00 
26,250 
67,500 
999,000 
904,000 

1,134,500 
168,000 

1.080,750 
15.375 
527,000 

2,904,500 
589.000 
713.000 

1,218,000 
7,175 

1,420,500 

1,171.500 
454,500 

1,072,500 

1,012,500 
682.000 
36,750 
787.500 
108,750 
352,500 

1,364,000 
806.000 
83,250 
307,500 
116,250 
775,000 

1.1' 62, 500 

1,261,500 
125,000 
5.s0.0»>0 
418,500 
507,500 
205.000 
58  7.500 

1.650.000 
572.500 

3.877.000 
11  6.250 
230. (too 
4  3  7.500 
4  0  2,500 
660.000 
31  2,500  ■ 
40.875,705 


nr.' J 


i 
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Oats 


Acres 


Barley 


Aurora   .  .  .  . 
Beadle     .  .  .  . 
Bon  Homme 
Brooking's 

Brown   

Brule   

Buffalo     .  .  .  . 

Butte   

Campbell 
Charles  Mix 

Clark  

Clay   

Coding-ton 

Custer   

Davison   .  .  .  . 

Day   

Deuel   

Douglas 
Edmunds 
Fall  River  . 

Faulk   

Grant   

Gregory 
Hamlin    .  .  .  . 

Hand   

Hanson  .  .• .  . 
Hughes  .  .  .  . 
Hutchinson 

Hyde   

Jerauld 
Kingsbury  . 

Lake   

Lawrence 
Lincoln    -  .  •.  • 
Lvman     .  .  .  . 

:McCook   

:VTcPherson 
ZVrarshall 

]Meade   

]Miner   

^Minnehaha 

:Moody   

Pennington 

Potter   

Roberts 
Sanborn 

Spink   

Stanley  ... 

Sully   

Turner 

L^nion   

Walworth 
Yankton 


Total 


IL'^001 

;io,ouoi 

47,500i 
80,0001 
85,0001 
10,0001 
5001 

5,000! 

5,500| 
30.000! 

40.000; 

35.0001 
45,000: 
3.500i 

17,000; 

35,000' 
45,000; 
20,000i 

6,000! 
500i 

7,000! 
30,0001 
20,0001 
35.000; 
n',000! 
25,000; 

1,0001 
50.000' 

2,000! 

a,ooo; 

40,000^ 
37,000! 

2,500! 
70.0001 

5.000! 
42,000. 

7.000i 
23.0001 
10,000; 

20.000; 

115.000! 
!)().()0o; 
lo.ooo; 

3,50it! 

43.000; 

25,000! 

25.000: 
7.500: 
4.000! 

75.000! 

33.000; 

5.000; 

50.000 


1.911.000: 


Bushels 

 1 

I 

377,000! 

900.0001 
1.187.500; 
2,800,000! 
•  1.225,000; 

350,OO0i 
10,000 

200,000! 

125,000!' 
1,050,000! 
1,400,0001 


1,050.000; 
1,350,000! 

112.000! 

510,000' 
1.050,000! 
1.350.000! 

700.0  00! 

180,0001 
20,000! 

245.000! 
1,050.0001 

600,000! 
1.400,0001 

240,000! 

750,000! 
20,0001 
1,250,000! 
60,000; 

250,0  00; 

1.400.000: 
1,110,000: 
62, 000: 
1,850,000! 

125,000! 
1,260.000! 

210-,000! 
■  690.0001 

2  50.0001 

540.000! 
3.450,0001 
2.700,000' 

300.000: 

105.000' 
1,290.000; 

750.000! 
1.000, (too; 

200.000; 

TOO. 000 
2.250.0001 

990.000: 

160,000: 

_L  500.0  oo;_ 
"44^3  iiTooo"" 
! 


Acres 


Bushels 


3,000, 
17,500: 

4,000i 
70.000' 
45,0001 
•2.000! 
600i 

5,000i 

7.000: 

4.000: 
47,000; 

2,500: 
58,000; 

1,0001 

4,500; 
40,000! 
37,500: 

3,0001 
12,500! 
500! 

7,500i 
25,000: 

1,0001 
45.000! 
10,000: 

8,000! 
5001 

8,000! 

1,000; 

4,500! 
55,000: 
60,000' 
300 
30,000: 
500; 
30,000: 
10,000^ 
•22,500' 

1.500: 
25.000' 
60,000! 
65.0001 

1.500' 

3.000! 
30,000: 
S.OOOl 
4O.OOO1 
1.000 
600; 
13.0001 
3.500! 
10.000: 
 ^1.0001^ 

946.000! 

I 


90,000 
525,000 
120,000 
1,400,000 
900.000 

60.000 

12,000 
125,000 
175,000 
112.000 
9  4  0.0  00 

65.000 
1,160.000 

25,000 

90,(»0i) 
SOO.OOO 
750.000 

75,000 
312.500 

15, 000 
225,000 
500,000 

25,000 
810,000 
20  O,O0m 
200  000 

50.000 
176.00:) 

25,OuO 

90.000 
1,431). 000 
1,260.0110 

;>.ooo 

540.000 
10.000 
450.000 
250.000 
4  95.000 
31.000 
550.000 
900.000 
975,000 
4  5.00  0 
60,000 
600,000 
215,000 
l,000,Oi>0 
20.0i>0 
12.000 
260.000 
1  05.000 
270.000 
25.(»O0 
T 975617000 


Live  Stork.  The  marketings  of  live  stock  are  most  satisfactory. 
The  increase  in  the  volume  of  cattle  shipped  to  market  is  noticeable: 
and  indicatfr's  how  little  thf  state  is  effected  by  the  breaking  u])  of  the 
hig  herds  of  the  ranges.  Tho  increase  of  this  year  over  amounts 
to  20  per  cent.  On  the  othw  hand  tlu-re  has  been  a  decrtvnse  in  rhe 
volume  of  hogs  marketed  which  is  not  easily  explainable. 

AV(;<)1.  The  estimrifcs  for  ^vool  are  those  of  the  Xational  Asso- 
ciation of  Wool  Mafiufarcturers. 
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Dairy  Products.  There  is  not  much  increase  in  the  output  of 
dairy  products,  but  the  high  price  results  in  increased  values  in  the 
aggregate.  It  is  astonishing  that  in  this  agricultural  state  there  is 
a  real  dearth  of  dairy  products  in  many  sections.  Milk  sells  for 
seven  to  ten  cents  per  quart  and  in  many  places  cannot  be  secured 
at  all.  It  is  an  anomolous  situation.  The  fact  is  that  in  prosperous 
times,  when  general  agricultural  products  bring  good  returns,  farm- 
ers do  not  care  to  confine  themselves  to  the  drudgery  of  dairying. 

31inerals.  The  mineral  output  is  a  good  deal  increased  this 
year.  The  report  of  the  mine  inspector  is  not  at  this  writing  avail- 
able.    The  estimate  includes  minerals,  cement  and  stone. 

General  Siimmaiy.  The  total  products  of  the  soil  for  the  year 
are  summarized  as  follows: 

Wheat.   40,875,000   bu.shels                                            $  34  314  610  00 

Corn,  SG, 339, 000  bushels   3s!852i550  ^  00 

Oats,  44,341,000  bushels    Isisoi.'sOO '  00 

Barley,  19,564,000  bushels    9'l95'o0o'o0 

Speltz,  3,350,000  bushels   l!o65ioOO^}0 

Flaxseed,     5,750,000    bushels   •   8,337  000  00 

Rye,    600,000    bushels    '330,000.00 

Potatoes,  vegetables  and  fruit  '.  5  000  000  00 

Hay.  3,350,000  tons    17!587,'oOO .  00 

Dairy    products     8,500,000.00 

Poultry   and  eggs   5,300,000  00 

^oney    25,000.00 

Livestock    49,065,000.00 

Wool  and  hides   900,000.00 

Minerals  and  stone   ;  .    10,000,000.00 

Total  productions  of  the  earth   $202,362  000  00 

Total  productions  of  1908    185^4341000 '  00 

Increase   [  16,928,000.00 

Per  capita  to  530,000  population  1909,  ?381.80. 
Our  contention  is  that  South  Dakota  produces  more  new  wealth 
from  her  soil,  per  capita  of  her  population,  annually,  than  does  any 
other  state,  that  she  has  doi^e  so  for  the  last  ten  harvests. 

Comparisons  With  Other  States.  The  total  per  .capita  value  of 
the  cereal  crops  and  of  live  stock  in  the  great  agricultural  states  for 
1908,  calculated  from  the  figures  published  as  final  estimates  by  the 
Agricultural  Department  at  Washington,  is  as  follows: 

 ?263.00 

^^"-^^    240  40 

^^I'^^^^ota   ^29:10 

Nebraska    -^^i  an 

North  Dakota   3  79  '  ''o 

South.  Dakota     !  .  !  !   ItO  "^O 
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Market iiii^s  for  1909.  After  supplying  our  home  cjemands  the 
nuirkf't  for  all  c£  our  products  is  outside  of  our  state.  The  railroads 
jinauaily  report  the  volume  of  our  products  hauled  to  these  outside 
markets.    Our  marketings  for  the  crop  of  19  08  were: 


Wli.-at.  :JG..'i45,000  bushels  .'  ...  $30,332,000 

Corn.    11. ."..31, 000    bushels   5,785,000 

Oats.   1  1.232,000  bushels    3,594,000 

Barley.  20,246,000  bushels    9,110,000 

Ky...    241,000    bushels    137,000 

J'iuxseod,  4951,000  bushels    6,088,000 

V."^\\    .>20.936,000    pounds    26,046,000 

nop;s.  199,957,000  pounds   13,990,000 

Sheep,   27,  277,000  pounds    1,638,000 

Horses,   20,835,000   pounds   2,083,000 

Dairy  ]»roducts,  poultry,  eggs,  hides,  wool,  potatoes,  hay 

rruits   and   minor   products    25,000,000 


Total  marketings  outside  state,   1909   5123,706,000 

Total   for   1908   98,083,000 


Increase  $  25,623,000 


Morals.  General  morality  has  been  disturbed  during  the  year  by 
several  atrocious  murders  all  committed  by  tramps  attracted  to  this 
region  by  the  general  prosperity.  The  murderers  in  each  case  have 
been  iiromptly  apprehended  and  in  one  case  after  due  trial  hanged, 
another  committed  to  prison  for  life  and  the  third  committed  suicide. 
It  is  a  fine  commentary  upon  the  self  control  of  South  Dakotans  that 
no  violent  demonstrations  against  the  *;'ile  murderers  were  made,  but 
the  public  quietly  and  confidently  awaited  the  sure  justice  of  the  law 
to  be  meted  out. 

Health.  The  vital  statistics  kept  pursuant  to  law  by  this  depart- 
ment have  secured  from  the  national  authorities  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  South  Dakota  is  he  healthiest  state  in  the  Union  and  the 
healthiest  community  on  the  globe.  Not  only  is  the  death  rate  lower, 
but  there  are  also  fewer  cases  of  'cancer,  tuberculosis  and  fewer  sui- 
cides here  than  elsewhere. 

Xeci-oIo<j;-y.  During  the  year  several  South  Dakotans  of  more  or 
less  note  have  died,  among  them  the  following: 

In  January  Artemas  Gale,  a  pioneer  resident  of  Sioux  Falls. 

In  February,  Col.  B.  D.  Dudley,  of  Canistota,  commandant  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Hot  Springs;  Alva  :\I.  English,  of  Yankton, 
many  times  mayor  of  that  city  and  a  member  of  the  Dakota  cavalry 
of  1SG2-5  and  the  historian  thereof:  W.  .1.  Chees<'man  of  Belle 
Fourclie,  a  former  legislator;  Henry  C.  Ash,  of  Sturgis,  a  pioneer  of 
Yar.kton  and  of  the  Black  Hills. 

In  March,  Dr.  Lewis  McLouth,  former  president  of  the  State  Agri- 
e  a  Kara  I  college. 
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In  May,  Israel  Green  of  Mitchell,  who  was  famous  as  the  captor 
of  John  Browne  at  Harper's  Ferry;  E.  W.  Taylor  of  Aberdeen,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  legislature. 

In  June  Albert  F.  Munson  of  Elkpoint,  auditor  of  Union  county. 

In  August,  William  R.  Colvin,  editor  of  the  Vermillion  Plaintalk; 
Dr  Thomas  M  Shanafelt,  formerly  general  missionary  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Dakota  and  second  president  of  the  State  Historical 
S  oc  i  e  ty . 

In  October,  William  Hobart  Hare,  for  thirty-five  years  missionary 
bishop  of  South  Dakota. 

\  Xotable  Gathering;.  The  Missouri  River  Navigation  congress 
met  at  Yankton  on  July  6.  This  was  a  largely  attended  meeting  al- 
most national  in  its  scope. 

Mommients  and  Institutions.  On  June  16th,  a  monument  pro- 
vided by  this  department  was  dedicated  at  Mobridge,  upon  the  site 
where  the  Shetak  captives  were  rescued  by  the  Fool  Soldier  Band 
of  Sioux.  Indians  in  1S62. 

On  August  2  5tli  a  monument  commemorative  of  the  first  per- 
manent school  house  in  Dakota  territory  was  dedicated  at  Vermillion 
The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  have  located  a  home  for 
aged  and  dependent  Odd  Fellows  at  Dell  Rapids. 

Coucliisiou.  The  people  of  South  Dakota  come  to  the  dose  of  the 
year  1909  feeling  renewed  obligations  to  that  overshadowing  Provi- 
dence which  has  for  so  long  a  period  visited  unbroken  prosperity  and 
general  happiness  upon  them,  and  -reliant  upon  that  Providence  for 
a  continuation  of  these  blessings. 

DOANE  ROBINSON,  Secretary. 
Pierre,  December  1,  19  09.  .  • 
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PRESIDENT'S  BIENNIAL  ADDRESS. 

prof:  ROBERT  F.  KERR. 


.INTRODUCTORY.  X  r^v-  --^  r  . 
"  Eifty  years  ago  last  September  a  mass  convention  of  the 
few  settlers  met  in  Sionx  Ealls  City  and  issued  a  call  for  an  elec- 
tion to  be  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  October  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  'members  to  compose  a  Territorial  Legistature.'  At  that 
time  there  were  probably  not  more  male  citizens  of  voting  age 
in  Sioux  county  than  the  aggregate  membership  of  our  present 
state  senate.  Being  cut  ott  from  Minnesota  they  were  living 
with ,  out  any  established  form  of  government.  They  felt  the 
need  of  some  form  of  organization.  \\'ith  the  forty  odd  souls 
who  composed  the  population,  it  required  considerable  ingenuity 
tQ  arrange  matters,,  and  the  elections  were  conducted  in  a  some- 
what peculiar  manner.  A  local  historian  learned  from  one  of 
the  members,  "that  on  the  morning  of  election,  the  whole  popula- 
tion organized  into  parties  of  three  or  four,  elected  each  other 
judges  and  clerks  of  election,  and  'then  started  off  with  their 
teams  in  various  directions  for  a  pleasure  trip,  and  whenever  a 
rest  was  taken,  which  occured  frequently,  an  election  precinct 
was  established,  and  the  votes  not  only  of  the  party  but  of  their 
uucles,  cousins,  relatives  and  friends  were  cast,  until  as  a  result 
of  the  election  the  total  vote  rolled  up  into  hundreds,  and  was 
properly  certified  to.  ^ 

Soon  after  the  electi(^n  the  legislature  convened.  The  session 
lasted  only  a  few  davs.  but  with  due  deliberation  all  needful  bills 
for  home  government  were  introduced,  discussed  and  passed. 
With  some  modifications,  the  laws  of  ^linnesota  were  adopted, 
a  governor  was  elected  and  the  wheels  of  government  were  started. 

formation  of 'this  provisional  government  was  the  oidy  actual 
attempt  (except  one  earlier  partial  instance)  to  form  a  government 
on  the  principles  of  "s(|uatter  sovereignty",  pure  and  snn])le,  that 
has  ever  occured  in  this  country.  So  th.is  occasion  is  to  a  certain 
extent  a  fiftieth  anniversary. 
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SOMK  UXCOXSCIOUS  FACTORS  IX  THE  HISTORIC  D^VELOPMEXT  OF 
OUR  COM MOX WEALTH. 

There  is  such  a  thing-  as  the  philosophy  of  jiistory.  It  has 
ic  do  with  general  causes  and  effects.  Xatiour;,  -siates  and  com- 
munities are  the  products  of  evolution  just  as  truly  as  are  the 
species  of  any  vital  material  organism.  ,ln  our  state  history  there 
are  examples  of  certain  phases  of  growth  that  are  the  results  of 
an  unconscious  chain  of  circumstances,  pure  and  simple.  Per- 
sonally we  may  think  that  we  are  intiuential  in  directing  every- 
thing as  we  will  and  are  likely  to  become  victims  of  self-esteem, 
but  back  of  all  our  planning  and  boasting  there  are  unseen 
forces  that  make  for  good  or  ill,  willy-niUv. 

As  patriotic  citizens  we  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of  our 
state  and.  are  wont  to  take  great  credit  in  the  fact  that  we  have 
had  a  part  in  its  wonderful  latter  day  development.  Xevertheless, 
we  are  comparable  to  individuals  n-ioving  about  in  little  boats  on 
the  surface  of  a  placid  stream  all  the  time  thinking  that  we 
are  going  hither  and  thither  as  we  please,  when  the  fact  is,  that 
the  river  of  destiny  is  carrying  us  collectively  to  the  .great  ocean 
beyond.  As  individuals  we  may  be,- in  a  sense,  conscious  factors, 
but  as  an  entire  community  we  are  more  or  less  impelled  by 
influences  beyond  our  control  which  mig-htily  affect  the  forces 
that  come  into  play  in  the  building  up  of  a  state.  This  is  es- 
pecially true  of  the  earlier  periods  of  our  development.  Before 
this  country  was  seen  by  white  man  nature  had  prepared  it  for  his 
coming.  Its  exploration  was  due  to  extraneous  causes  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  wise  Providence  directing  our  affairs 
in  determining  the  from  of  government  under  which  we  slmnld 
live.  The  character  of  the  settlers,  also,  was  influenced  bv  the 
obstacles  to  be  over-come  in  order  to  gain  a  foothold,  and  the 
hardships  that  had  to  be  endured  in  laying  the  foundation  of 
individual  and  collective  prosperity. 

It  is  the  province  of  this  paper  to  single  out  some  of  the 
causes  and  effects  of  certain  unconscious  factors  in  our  develop- 
ment rather  than  the  orderly  recounting  of  the  pronuncnt   facts  • 
that  have  been  accomplished  in  tlie  earlier  and  later  tiuies.  pre- 
suming that  all  are  familiar  with  the  annals  of  the  state.  Let 
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US  then  take  a  hasty  review  of  some  of  the  mast  saHen.  features 
of  our  history  and  consider  their  intricate  phase.,  tha    u.,  .  i  - 

0  Z  th  ngs  that  have  come  about  without  any  spec-a  a.recaon 

01  the  U  of  those  who  preceded  us,  or  who  are 

In  the  first  place,  why  were  the  fertile  lands  of  a>e  Dakotas 
almc^t  *e  last  to  be  exploited  and  settled  bv  the  Am.ncan 
pbneer?  What  we  are  at  the  present  day  has  been  acc.mpk.ncd 
w  thin  the  span  of  the  lives  of  our  oldes:  ct.ens.     XV  .e- 

but  a  short  time  ago  on  ^'-.^-f-f  ri «  t^l 

still  remain  with  us.    Revertmg  back  a  ;  ^  '\;  ^ 

,  ihi<  nirt  of  the  Northwest  was  evidenth    the  test  to 

-  The  Mound  Builders,  who  are  now  supposed   o  ^^^^^^ 
■  of  the  later  Indians,  evidently  crossed  over  mto  the  Ohio  \  alle 
.    :lef  a.o  and  made  their  progress  down  that  river  and  slowiy 
uf  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  arriving  m  these  paits 
nMparatively' recent  pre-Columbian  times.  .nankin  =d- 

followed  tl.  p.hway^^ 

^fLt  r^^nVmanent  villages  and  culti.ted 

::s:^ti:\:cSe:Snir:iL 

h^S  w  had  to  learn  about  our  crops  later  b,  bi;:er  expcnc,^ 
Thete  villagers  were  the  pioneers  of  the  aboMgnia.  days  and  nad 

'•'^^^r;'l'tn;irhad  penetrated  to  the  head  of  the-  great 
lakes    nc  had  taught  the  lake  dwellers  the  use  of  firearms  aiid 
fe  advantages  of  the  chase  the  whole  character  ot  those  forest 
"ci::;c.  they  became  nomadic  in  their  halnts  an  beg^ 
to  overrun  the  plains.    Coming  mto  possession  of  Spam^  Ho  e 
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as  their  principle  source  of  wealth.  The  agricultural  tribes, 
(the  Rees  and  the  :Mandans,)  were  subdued  by  the  nomadic  Sioux 
about  the  year  1782,  after  nearly  half  of  a  century  of  conflict. 
The  former  had  in  the  meantime  demonstrated  that  the  soil  was 
canable  of  cultivation  and  the  latter  foreshadowed  the  grazing 
industry  of  our  times. 

■  The  history  of  white  occupation  follows  the  same  general 
analogy.    From  the  coasts  to  the  great  lakes,  or  up  the  rivers 
to  the  mountains,  thence  across  the  watersheds  into  other  valleys, 
the  pioneers  slowly  made  their  way,  for  upstream  progress  was 
tedious  in  those  old  days.    Having  gained  the  western  slope  of 
the  Alleghanies  the  advance  guard  of  western  homeseekers  had  the 
advantage   of   down   stream   navigation   until   by   and   by  they 
reached  the  fertile  lands  along  the  larger  rivers,  then  to  repeat 
the   process   again   up    the   lower,  tributaries.     The  headwater 
reaches  were  nearly  always  the  last  to  be  settled  and  made  the 
origins  of  new  prosperous  coommcnwealths.    This,  as  has  been 
said,  was  to  a  great  extent  due  to  the  earlier  means  of  transpor- 
tation.   It  took  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  of  discovery  and  ex- 
ploration to  establish  a  permanent  settlement  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  the  United  States.    It  was  over  two  hundred  years,  after  the 
landing  of  Columbus  at  Cat  Island  before  there  was  a  prosperous 
settlement  in  the  lower  part  of  the  great  Mississippi  valley  and 
rhat  was  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  mighty  river.  It  was  a  little 
less  than  a  century  afterwards  that  Lewis  and  ,  Clark  made  their 
historic  voyage  of  discovery  and  exploration  in  these  parts.  True 
it  is,  that  there  had  been  sporadic  voyageurs  along  some  of  our 
inland  watercourses  before  these  pathfinders  gave  to  the  world 
an  account  of  the  results  of  their  explorations.    It  took  exactly 
311  years  of  discovery  before  there  w^as  a  systematic  effort  to 
exploit  the  resources  of  the  Dakotas  and  the  area  west  of  us. 
Both  migrations  followed  about  the  same  lines  and  for  practically 
the  same  reasons.    In  other  words,  it  was  the  unconscious  factor 
that  held  this  part  of  the  country  back  from  aboriginal  as  'well  as 
•  white  settlement.     ^Nlight  it  not  have   been  a   wise  Providence 
that  withheld  these  so-called  semi-arid  regions  in  reserve  until,  in 
both  cases  the  inhabitants  were  fitted  to  make  a  profitable  use  ot 
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them>  The  Indians  before  us  had  solved  some  of  the  problems 
that  we  had  to  grapple  with  in  later  times.  So  much  for  rea- 
sons that  are  purely  physicial  in  their  nature. 

It  mav  be  a  fanciful  theory  to  connect  the  early  predatory 
explorations  of  these  former  wilds  with  the  social  conditions  in 
Etirope  during  the   17th  and   i8th  centuries..   There  are  good 
grounds  for  making  the  claim.    The  luxurious  extravagances  ot 
European  courts  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  culminated  at  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV,  of  France,  caused  a  worldwide  search 
for  materials  for  decoration  and  ornament.     The  stock  ot  go  d 
was  somewhat  depleted  and  the  Spandiards  scoured  the  south- 
west for  that  means  of  wealth.    Tine  furs  were  in  demana  tor 
the  elite  of  France  and  other  continental  courts  and  this  caused 
the  ransacking  of  the  wilds  of  .\merica  for  furbearmg  animals. 
French  -owgcnrs  pushed  out  into  the  wildernesses  and  on  tlie 
plains  to  capture  beaver,  mink,  and  otter  and  by  1800  had  traversed 
.  most  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  in  the  interior  of  this  continent.  The 
British  were  bartering  with  the  natives  for  the  same  purpose  m 
-  Mie  Hudson  Bav  territory  and  to  the  southward.     ^lost  ot  tiie 
watercourses  were  kmown  and  named  before  the  advent  ot  Lewis 
and  Clark  and  from  the  information  these  leaders  gained  trom 
obscure  sources  tiicy  were  enabled  to  map  parts  of  the  country 
they  never  saw  on  their  trip. 

These  pioneer  goldhunters  and  furtraders  were  unconscious 
pawns  in  an  early  contest  for  emph-e.    The  Spanish  from  their 
vanta-c  ground  looke,:l  in  from  the  south  gate  and  the  mother 
country  daimed,  whatever  territory  her  wandering  countrymen 
had  traversed.   The  French  from  the  nonh  gate  by  the  way  ot  the 
c.r^-at  lakes  and  the  British  from  the  east  gate  were  also  striving 
for  advantage  in  the  new  world.    Thus  it  transpired  that  these 
comcarativclv   unknown    forc>t-rangers   were   unconsciously  pre- 
paring the  way  for  future  prcn.ancnt  occupation.  The  various  tur 
companies  to  a  certain  extent  established  the  metes  and  bounds  ot 
American  supremacy.    The  French  companies  overran  the  Missis- 
sippi valley  from  the  Alleghanies  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  con- 
testing with  the  Hudson  F.av  c-mimnv  the  right  to  control  these 
rich  "hunting  ground,s.     From  the  Hudson  Ray  as  a  base  the 
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latter  company  pushed  soutliward  until  by  1755  it  had  established 
an  out  post  at  the  present  site  of  Elkpoint  in  this  state.  It  tried 
to.  make  this  on  entering  wedge  into  French  territory  and  while 
it  did  not  succeed  in  holding  the  Siuux  valley  very  long  it  checked 
French  aggression  and  held  them  within  certain  limits.  The 
northern  boundary  of  western  United  States  about  marks  the 
compromise  line  between  the  trading  limits  of  these  two  groups 
of  pioneer  explorers.  ^v.^'- 

While  these  somewhat  obscure  representatives  of  national  con- 
quest were  struggling  for  commercial  advantage,  another  factor 
intervened  to  change  the  course  of  history.  Napoleon,  in  a  pique, 
in  order  to  subvert  some  of  Hngland"s  plans  and  get  money  for 
the  conduct  of  his  wars,  made  a  bold  stroke  of  policy.  He  had 
lately  taken  back  from  Spain  the  territory  that  had  been  loaned 
to  her  before,  for  convenience,  and  surprised  the  world  by  selling 
the  whole  of  what  is  known  as  the  Louisiana  Purchase  to  the 
United  States  in  1803.  Thi...  transfer  made  little  difference  to  the 
then  inhabitants  for  tlicre  wc-ce  ].ut  few  white  men  v;ithin  the 
bounds  of  what  is  now  South  Daknota.  But  it  was  of  great 
moment  to  the  prospective  citizens,  for  it  settled  the  question 
whether  they  were  to  be  colonists  of  another  nation  or  a  soverign 
people.  Thus  we  see  that  another  epoch  in  our  history  had  its 
inception  across  the  ocean.  This  purchase  not  only  concert!  ^  South 
Dakotans  at  present  but  it  concerned  the  future  siatus  of  this 
great  nation  of  ours.  By  securing  possession  of  all  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  French  we  afterwards  came  into  control  of  all- 
the  region  west  of  it  to  the  Pacific  coas'j.  T^^^  naturally  placed 
ovir  lands  in  the  pathway  of  westward  expansion.  Our  now 
much  abused  river  also  became  the  great  highway  to  the  goklen 
storehouses  that  were  opened  up  in  tla.  discint  mountain  last- 
nesses. 

As  stated  before,  it  took  311  years  of  exploration  in  order 
to  even  look  in  up')n  these  fertile  prairies  of  ours  and  try  to 
learn  somewhat  of  their  capabilities.  Then  it  was  almost  half  a 
century  longer  before  the  later  conquering  Indians  were  persuaded 
or  cajoled  into  giving  up  title  to  cnotigh  of  their  lands  to  afford 
a  foothold  and  let  us  begui  the  work  of  permanent  settlement  and 
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conscious  state-building.  Look  at  the  interval  between  the  first 
English  settlement  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  that  o  our  o  n  on 
the  banks  of  the  Sioux  river,  1607-1857.  two  hundred  a  d  ^ 
years  from  Jamestown  to  Sioux  Falls !  Mountams  and  swift  run 
streams  .vere  the  barriers  that  caused  the  delay  m  settlen^n 
mo^e  than  anvthing  else.  Events,  ho.-ever,  crowd  each  other  atte, 
Tacuistion  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  in  1803,  but  a  succession 
of  unconscious  factors  were  yet  to  assist  in  the  making  of  ou, 

ccnntrv  what  it  is  today.         >  ,    ,  ,  J" 

The  Mandans  and  the  Recs.  as  .ve  have  seen  had  long  ago 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  corn  and  melons  could  be  cr^vated 
in  these  latitudes,  and  the  few  villagers  yet  reiuainmg  alter  the 
Sioux  conquest  were  able  to  supply  Lewis  and  Clark  s  men  w.h 
these  articles  of  food  during  their  winter's  sojourn  on  the  upper 
Missouri.     From  181 1  to  1823  the  Selkirk  colonists  made  a  suc- 
c   s  of  raising  other  grains  and  vegetables  along  the  Red  and 
P  Ibina  river:  to  the  north  of  us.    They  failed  to  make  a  success 
of  farming,  however,   for  the  reason  that  the  tur-traders  dis- 
couraged agricultural  settlers  then,  as  cattlemen  have  been  ac- 
cused^f  d;iug  on  our  western  plains  within  our  own  memory 
Thev  were  also  too  far  from  the  outskirts,  of  civilization  and  could 
not 'well  sustain  themselves  until  the  gap  had  been  closed  be- 
nlu.them  and  the  lower  river  settlements.    The  cUd  n 

expand  as  rapidly  in  those  oUl  days  as  it  did  in  the  latter  ha 
of  the  past  century.     Steam  had  not  come  to  the  help  ot  the 
white  man  and  he  was  still  bound  to  the  lakes  and  rivers  as  a 
means  of  transportation.    If  he  wished  to  go  across  country  l  is 
progress  was  tedious  in  the  extreme.    Like  the  Indians  in  the 
mioTations,  he  was  limited  in  his  attempt  to  subdue  the  m.enor 
bv^us  having  to  confine  himself  to  routes  of  travel  where  it  was 
not  more  than  a  day's  journey  to  wood  and  water.    But  he  trap- 
pers and  explorers  had  revealed  enough  information  aliout  the 
.      new  country  to  make  it  desirable  for  further  exploration.  . 

The  British  ambition  to  possess  the  territory  west  ot  the  Ati=- 
sissippi  was  not  entirely  erushed  bv  Napoleon:s  sale  of  it  to  the 
St'Jd  States.  There  were  but  few  settlers  in  the  vas  .  domain 
and  thev  were  mostly  of  alien  birth.     Being  so  far  out  on  the 
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frontier  the  whole  acquisition  was  practicalh'  in  a  defenseless 
condition.  When  the  War  of  the  1812  was  declared  this  American 
hinterland  was  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  our  country's  weak- 
ness from  a  military  standpoint.  In  the  progress  of  the  war  the 
enemy  availed  itself  of  this  advantage  and  organized  two  flank- 
movements,  one  on  the  right  and  the  other  on  the  left.  Having 
captured  Detroit  and  Fort  Dearborn  our  left  llank  was  exposed 
and  appeared  pregnable.  The  Indians  of  the  Northwest  were 
known  to  be  restless  and  British  emissaries  were  sent  among 
them  to  enlist  their  co-operation  against  the  American  forces. 
A  few  of  the  Sissctons  were  induced  to  enlist-  in  the  Britsli  armv 
but  the  French  and  Spanish  traders,  now  loyal  American  citi- 
zens, took  a  hand  in  the  contest  and  thwarted  the  enemy's  de- 
signs. Through  the  influence  of  such  a  master  mind  as  that 
of  ]\Ianuel  Lisa's,  Spaniard,  the  upper  Alissouri  Indians  were 
played  against  the  Sioux  and  the  dire  plan  of  the  British,  that  of 
getting  Indians  to  assist  them  in  the  war,  was  brought  to  naught. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  war,  a  fleet  of  British  transports 
landed  a  force  of  troops  near  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  our  country's  right  flank.  Jackson's  briilant  victory  at 
Chalmette,  on  Tanuary  8,  181 5,  foiled  their  purpose  in  that  direc- 
tion and  settled  the  question  forever  of'this  part  of  the  country's 
being  under  British  control.  All  foreign  danger  now  being  past 
the  tardy  upstream  growth  of  the  new  country  took  the  intiative. 
State  after  state  was  organized,  piling  northward,  creeping  up- 
ward as  it  were  into  the  unorganized  territory.  But  we  w^:c 
still  on  the  frontier  and  the  mc^])s  of  those  days  show  no  sem- 
blance of  our  present  form.  The  name  Dakota  was  only  applied 
to  a  confederation  of  savage  tribes  roaming  over  the  grassv  i)lains. 

The  War  of  1812  practically  destroyed  the  i)rohtable  fur- 
trade  of  the  foreign  companies  and  the  control  of  the  hunting 
grounds  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  American  citizen  >.  With 
the  accustomed  vigor  of  that  hardy  race  of  adventurers  they  soon 
had  the  trade  well  organized  and  began  to  reach  out  in  all  direc- 
tions for  gain.  This  was  the  real  beginning  of  American  exploi- 
tation of  the  new  Xorthwest.  'J'he  process  of  expansion  followed 
about  Uie  same  lines  as  those  of  other  new  countries,  flrst  the 


SOUTH  DAKCXTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


77 


hunter,  then  the  squatter  and  trader,  and  finally  the  permanent 
settler.    On  account  of  the  facility  of  going  with  the  stream 
so  much  the  easier  in  the  transiX)rtaiton  of  the  bulkier  articles 
Of  commerce  and  of  household  efTects  the  down  stream  lands  were 
the  first  to  be  appropriated  and  Dakota  land  was  still  at  a  great 
disadvantage.    A  timely  invention  soon  corrected  all  this.  Steam 
navigation  was  coming  into  vogue  in  the  west  and  the  first  steam- 
boat to  stem  the  current  of  the  upper  Missouri  reached  Fort 
Union  in  the  summer  of  1832.    This  convenience  made  upstream 
development  possible  but  the  benefits  of  this  new  means  of  trans- 
portation did  not  immediately  accrue  to  the  advantage  of  agri- 
cultural expansion.     During  a  period  of  forty  years,  beginning 
with'  the  founding  of  Ft.  Pierre  in  181 7,  ihh  region  lay  falli.A 
except  to  the  trader  and  explorer.    Within  that  interval,  however 
the  Missouri  River  became  a  great  comnicrcial  highway  to  tl^/: 
far  west.    The  first  boats  to  traverse  its  waters  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fur-trade;  then  they  carried  supplies  for  the  Indians  and 
later  helped  in  the  advancement  of  the  continential  railroad  lines 
(which  afterwards  were  the  cau^e  of  the  decadence  of  river  trade). 
They  reached  the  zenith  of  their  conmiercial  importance  duimg 
the  time  of  the  ^vlontana  gold  excitement  in  the  later  sixties. 
In  the  summer  of  1867,  forty  steamboats  passed  Sioux  City  on  up 
river  trips,     ^lost  of  them,  however,   were  billed  through  this 
portion  of  the  territory.  f<T  we  had  not  yet  come  into  our  own 
in  the  develooment  of  our  resinuxes.    But  this  latter  date  marks 
the  eve  of  a  new  era  in  our  history,  as  we  shall  see  later. 

During  the  interval  between  the  g(n'ernment  explorations  of 
1804-5  a^^^  t^^^'  ^^^^  attempts  at  settlement  there  were  very  few 
onnortunities  to  learn  much  about  the  agricultural  capabilities  of 
the  upland  plains  of  the  interior  of  the  new  country.  The  steam- 
boats that  went  up  the  Missouri  to  the  limits  of  navi-:ation  carried 
a  class  of  passengers  bent  on  other  pursuits.  They  were'  not 
attracted  by  the  fertility  of  the  land  al.^.ng  the  river  boUoms. 
Thev  were  after  the  furs  that  were  lo  be  secured  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  countr}-  or  were  going  to  pr(;spe.ct  for  gold.  The 
time  'was  not  yet  ripe  \<n-  the  fanner  and.  tlie  ho.meduiilder. 
A«-ain,  the  -overland  rente  to  tlie  western  goldhelds  in  the  early 
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fifties  passed  south  of  Dakota  and  we  did  not  get  the  benefit 
of  the  inevitable  recoil  from  all  such  movements.  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  outstripped  us  and  we  were  left  behind  in  the  race 
for  recognition.  We  were  labelled  on  the  maps  as  Indian  countrv 
and  were  all  of  that.  The  great  Sioux  nation  iri  the  height  of  its 
power  was  a  formidable  barrier  against  the  encroachment  of 
white  settlers.  The  treaty  of  1851,  however,  created  an  open'ng 
and  when  ^linnesota  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  :^ulc,  in 
1857,  the  little  strip  of  free  land  that  was  left  between  li3  west- 
ern boundary  line  and  the  Big  Sioux  river  immediacvly  acquired 
a  position  of  some  importance.  This  small  remnac'  oL  Minnt-ota 
territory  was  open  for  settlement  and  exploitation  and  was  seized 
upon  as  the  basis  for  the  erection  of  a  new  territory,  and  later  a 
state,  by  a  few  far  seeing  individuals.  Two  companies  were 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  the  eastern  Sioux  Valley 
and  the  leaders  of  each  company  were  ambitious  politicians  who 
hoped  to  retrieve  opportunities  lost  in  their  native  states.  I'e 
it  known  that  the  leaders  of  one  these  companies  belonged  to  the 
Democratic  party  and,  while  their  purposes  and  aims  were  in  the 
main  laudable  and  commenable,  they  to  a  certain  extent,  were 
to  be  unconscious  instruments  in  the  furthering  of  a  certain 
sectional  movement  of  great  significance.  They  simply  saw  a 
chance  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  Democratic  commonwealth  and 
became  the  officials  of  their  new  creation,  but  as  their  party 
at  that  time  was  dominated  by  the  slaveholding  South  these 
pioneers  were  unconsciously  assisting  in  the  scheme  to  ex- 
tend future  slave  territory  northward.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
later  subversion  of  the  ^vhcme  by  the  Civil  war  we  might  have 
had  a  repetition  of  the  Kansas-Xebraska  troubles.  The  "'Squatter 
Sovereignty''  idea  \\'as  carried  to  its  extreme  limit  in  thu'» three 
years  precedin^>'  the  erection  of  the  territory  (^f  Dakuta,  but  the 
appointment  of  a  Republican  corps  of  (dticials  ])y  President  Lin- 
coln, in  iSor,'  changed  the  whole  course  of  our  history.  Few  or 
us  at  the  present  time  realize  that  we  narr(jwly  escaned  being  a 
slave  favoring  ccnnnuniity.  'i'hc  tide  clianged  without  any  con- 
scious effort  r,n  the  ])art  of  the  later  settlers,  partl\-  on  account 
of  the  iv'itivit}'  of  the  immigrants,  for  our  people  general!}'  follow 
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the  same  lines  of  latitude  in  moving-  westward  and  bring  their 
traditions  with  them.  As  an  instance  of  the  change  that  Iiad 
taken  place,  one  of  the  bills  that  was  introduced  in  the  1- -islature 
of  1862,  was  intended  to  exclude  all  negros,  whether  bond  or 
free,  from  the  territory.  It  was  known  as  the  *'nigger"  bill  but 
failed  to  pass. 

Another  thing  we  inherited  from  that  unique  experiment  m 
'^squatter''  government,  which  has  so  presistently  remained  with 
us  to  the  present  day,  is  the  intenseness  of  our  political  struggles. 
The  two  companies  vrhich  met  unexpectedly  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Sioux  in  the  fall  of  1857  were  mostly  composed  of  politicians  and 
town-site  boomers.    Their  purpose  was  to  select  strategic  sites  for 
towns  in  the  new  territory,  make  one  the  capital  boom  it  and  the 
others,  and  secure  for  themselves  the  best  political  berths  that 
were  to  be  had  in  t^-^  new  venture.    A  reference  to  the  partisan 
strife  of  those  days  will  show  that  we  came  by  curs  quite  naturally. 
Nothing  induced  them  to  forego  exhibitions  of  intense  animosity 
except  the  ccmmcn   danger  '.f  threatened  Indian  attacks,   it  is 
not  the  province  of  this'ai)])er  in  enter  into  any  of  the  minor 
details  of  the  history  of  that  i)eriod  but  merely  to  mention  some 
of  the  resultants  of  their  attempts  at  state  building.    The  rivalry 
of  the  three  centers  of  settlement,  the  Sioux  valley,  the  ^lissouri 
slope,  and  the  Pembina  Country  was  the  cause  of  much  trouble.  In 
the  elections  that  were  held  for  the  selection  of  i)rovisional  and  later 
territorial  'officers  there  were  many  cries  of  fraud,  and  majorities 
were  often  a  matter  of  the  best  figurig.    Xow,  if  it  is  not  figuring 
•    it  is  a  question  of  the  best  planning  and  personal  hustling,  but  the 
intenseness  has  not  abated  in  the  least.    It  is  in  tlie  same  party 
also. 

.The  Homestead  Act  of  1862  was  anoth.cr  factor,  that  aided  in 
the  settlement  of  the  newly  organized  territory.  Previous  to  this 
act  the  national  government  had  been'  in  the  habit  of  celling 
tracts  of  land  of  any  size  to  suit  the  purchaser  or  settler.  In  . 
many  cases  large  bo(lics  (^f  ch.;ice  land  were  purchased  by  organ- 
ized companies  and  a  system  of  landlordism  was  growing  up 
which  was  not  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  a  re[ni])lican 
form  of  government.    The  new  act  pat  a  sK^p  10  this  an  !  by  its 
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provisions  insured  free  homes  to  poor  men  who  could  never  have 
earned  them  in  any  other  way.  It  has  converted  many  a  European 
tenant  into  an  American  rural  landlord,  and  has  boon  of  untold 
benefit  to  the  new  West.  It  was  at  once  the  cause  of  our  rapid 
and  substantial  progress  and  started  centers  of  influences  for  better 
things  which  will  last  for  all  time.  The  author  of  that  act  builded 
better  than  he  knew. 

Following  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  ni  1S65,  there  arose 
a  great  foreign,  demand  for  American  breadstuffs  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  country  was  directed  to  the  supplying  of  this  demand. 
The  great  prairie  lands  of  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Dakota  which 
could,  without  the  medium  of  ax  and  grubbing  hoe,  be  made 
quickly  to  respond  to  the  plow  and  reaper,  became  the  center 
of  interest  and  a  tide  of  emigration  rolled  westward.  The  vet- 
eran ex-soldier,  who  could  get  credit  for  the  time  he  na'1  served 
in  the  army  on  his  homestead  residence  pei-iod,  led  the  van  and 
a  great  land-hunting  movement  was  begun.  It*  wds  full  ten 
years,  however,  before  this  part  of -the  new  wheat-raising  belt 
got  its  rightful  share  of  emigrants.  Some  of  the  soldiers  who  had 
participated  in  the  Indian  campaigns  in  the  early  sixties  had 
seen  the  counrry  in  an  unpropitious  time  and  had  given  the  Da- 
kotas  an  unsavory  name.  Then,  again,  after  immigration  had  fairly 
started  came  the  great  "grass-hopper  scourge"  of  the  early  seven- 
ties which  gave  us  a  serious  check.  But  this  was  only  temporary. 
Gold  had  been  discovered  in  the  Black  Hills  and  by  18/(3  a  real 
Dakota  boom  was  on.  All  roads  pointed  to  the  Hills.  The  two 
most,  accessible  routes  were  by  the  way  of  Sydney,  Nebraska,  the 
nearest  point  on  the  I'nion  Pacific  and  Bismark  on  the  Xorthern 
Pacific.  But  by  the  establishment  of  a  river  and  overland  route 
by  the  way  of  .Missouri  to  Ft.  Pierre  and  the  Ik'id  River  trail 
into  the  ''diggings'*,  the  southern  portion  of  the  territory  com- 
menced to  come  into  its  own.  Other  railroads  saw  their  oppor- 
tunity and  projected  new  extensions  both  to  get  the  benefit  -of 
the  Hills  trade  and  to  accommodate  the  land  hunger  movement. 
We  are  now  getting  into  a  period  of  our  liistory  with  which 
many  of  my  hearers  are  familiar  from  i)ersonal  experience  and  it 
is  more  difficult  to  p<iint  out  the  factors  which  have  inlUienced 
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our  growth  and   prosperity,   more   or   less   unconsciously.  One 
writer  ventures  the  assertion  that:    "The  railway  was  explorer, 
carrier,  provider,  thinker,  heart,  soul  and  intellect  for  this  popula- 
tion which  in  another  generation  was  to  be  American."  Those  who 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  live  through  the  period  which  had 
its  origin  in  1876-7  have  been  permitted  to  see  a  commonwealth 
in  its  making,  never  to  be  reoeated  within  the  present  boundaries 
of  our  Union.     Part  of  the  new  railway  lines  extending  west- 
ward  in  advance  of  settlement  were  favored  by  land  grants  and 
two  such  grants  had  brought  extensions  into  the  edge  of  ti^e 
territory  by  the  year  1873.     Mere  they  halted  f<jr  a  while,  prob- 
ably on  account  of  the  grass-hopper  plague  already  referred  to. 
In  1877  the  Ijoom  extended.  Two  years  later,  1879,  it  had  waxed  so 
strong  that  the  railroads  thought  it  was  time  to  continue  their 
extensions  and,  by  1S83,  over  20CX)  miles  of  new  railway  had  been 
opened  up  in  the  territory.     The  eastern  part  of  this  state  was 
well  covered,  and  from  Pierre  and  Chamberlain  two  lines  looked 
longingly  across  the  Indian  Reservation  to  the  rich  goldficlds  on 
the  west.     From  these  vantage  points  they  diverted  the  trade 
from  other  lines  and  snuthern  Dakota  began  to  take  shape.  The 
whole  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  territory  ,was  dotted  with  farms, 
villages,   and   growing  towns,   taking  on   the   airs   of   city  life. 
In  less  than  a  decade  we  had  arrived  at  the  consciousness  of 
statehood  througli  a  chain  of  circumstances  almost  wholly  beyond 
individual  initiative.  -  •■  '•  ■ 

By  wav  of  digression  attention  might  be  called  to  some  of 
the  projected  carvings  up  of  this  last  renmant  of  organized 
territory.  In  1858  the  eastern  part  of  the  territory  bclrniged  to 
^^linnesota  and  that  west  of  the  river  l)elonging  to  the  territory  of 
Nebraska.  Later  Xebraska  was  cut  off  and  the  remaining  area 
as  far  west  as  to  the  cre.>t  of  the  Rocky  ^Mountain  was  given 
the  name  r,i  the  doniinating  Indian  confeileratlon.  Tlie  approx- 
imate area  (^f  the  territory  in  li^fn  was  350,0m  .M|uare  mik>. 
In  1877  ehiring  the  gold  boom  in  the  Hills  that  part  of  the 
territory  ])ecame  ambitious  for  statehood  and  a  ]jrono>ilion  was 
made  to  (organize  a  sei)arate  territory  to  be  known  as  " b".ldi ;rad<y\ 
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or  "Lincoln",  comprising  an  area  of  about  loo.ooo  square  miles. 
It  was  to  be  of  the  same  width  as  the  present  state  of  South 
Dakota  and  the  east  line  was  to  be  the  loist  degree  of  longitude, 
a1x>ut  the  present  site  of  Midland,  and  the  west  line  was  to^be 
the  109th  degree,  near  the  Big  Horn  mountains  in  Wyoming 
and  Montana!    The  Black  Plills  would  have  been  in  the  center 
of  the  new  territory.    The  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  and  had 
a  hearing,  but  the  representatives  were  too  busy  with  reconstruc- 
tion matters  and  the  project  came  to  nauo-ht.    It  would  have  been 
another  mining  state  and  might  have  been  advantageous  to  our 
Hills  brethern  but  it  would  have  materially  aitected  the  develop- 
ment of  the  present  state.    Ten  years  later  when  tlie  question  of 
division  and  statehood  came  before  the  people,  the  proposition 
came  up  again,  for  the  reason  that  the  interests  of  the  two  sec- 
tions were  not  identical  and  a  separation  was   desirable.  The 
wisdom  of  the  movement  was  happily  questioned,  the  state  was 
admitted  as  it  now  is,  and  since  we  arc  now  united  by  bands  of 
steel  we  have  become,  as  it  were,  a  liomogeneous  people  ever 
rejoicing  in  our  united  strength  and  growing  prosperity.  The 
congress  that  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  ambkions  of  a  few  is  an- 
other instance  of  an  unconscious  factor  mightily  influencing  the 
destinies  of  of  our  commonwealth. 

Twenty  years  ago  this  winter,  Fel).  22.  1889.  the  Enabling 
Act  was  passed  and  approved  and  on  Nov.  2,  of  the  same  year 
-we  became  a  state.    The  impelling  force  that  brought  about  the 
division  of  the  territory  was  due  to  several  "occult  causes.    On  the 
surface  it  was  supposed  to  be  more  of  a  political  movement  than 
otherwise.     In  the  first  place  there  was  an  inherent  difference 
between  the  people  of  the  two  sections  of  the  territory,  north  and 
south.    Xorth  Dakota  was  in  the  main  the  land  of  .bonanza  farmers 
and  they,  of  course,  donfmated  affairs  to  suit  themselves.  South- 
ern Dakota  was  settled  by  homesteaders  who  l)rought  with  them 
the  conservative  notions  of  their  forel^ears.    Tliey  held  different 
ideas  in  regard  to  pubHc  and  private  ec<.noni\.  and  other  matters, 
and  there  was  a  constant  friction  l)etwern  the  two  sections.    In  the 
next  place  lines  of  communication  ran  east  and  west  and  inter- 
course between  the"  two  peoples  was  extremely  tedious  and  difficult. 
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There  was  little  commimity  of  interest  and  thev  were  anxious  for 
a  decree  of  divorce.  I'oth  sections  were  benetited  by  the  final 
arrangement  of  the  boundary  lines.  W'e  can  now  turn  our  at- 
tention to  some  of  the  later  phases  of  our  history.  W'e  are  so 
near  to  some  "  these  events  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  get 
the  proper  perspective  but  some  thinps  are  plainly  evident. 

Incidental  with  our  admission  came  a  series  of  capital  fights 
wdiich  stirred  the  state  to  its  very  depths.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  say  that  the  venality  of  thase  campaigns  left  an  ulcer  in  our 
body  politic  tliat  has  not  yet  been  entirely  eradicated  from  our 
■svstem.  Rcmcm];ering  those  days  of  the  free  use  of  money  there 
are  yet  those,  a  few  at  least,  who  expect  to  be  approached  before 
they  decide  how  to  vote. 

\\  e  were  but  fairly  started  on  the  voyage  of  statehood  \vhen 
the  panic  of  1S93  burst  upon  us.  with  full  force.  Illy  prepared  as 
we  were  for  such  a  calamit}",  combined  with  a  succession  of  poor 
crops,  we  received  a  backset  that  we  did  not  recover  from  for 
several  years.  The  name  of  South  Dakota,  .  was  a  subject  for 
reproach  in  the  east.    Its  lands  and  its  securities  were  below  par.  ' 

There  is  a  curi(Xis  phase  in  nearly  evei-y  western  land  hunting 
movement.  AIhxu  every  twenty  years  the  grown  sons  of  pioneers 
begin  to  swarm  like  hives  of  bees.  They  want  to  have  a  farm  of 
their  own  and  are  ready  to  go  through  the  experiences  of  their 
fathers  before  rdicm.  1857,  1877,  1897,  such  are  the  dates  of  the 
beginnings  of  the  m./vements  to  this  state.  A  straggling  few  came 
in  1897  and  land  prices  began  to  stiffen.  Year  after  year  the 
procession  increased,  land  went  up  in  price  and  those  who  had  held 
on  to  their  p' K,.c>sir,ns  during  all  those  years  of  depression  and 
discouragement  began  to  reap  their  reward  either  in  the  prices 
of  their  land,  if  ihey  wished  to  sell,  or  in  values  if  they  wished  to 
remain.  AFoney  Ixgan  to  flow  this  way  and  courage  and  hope 
once  more  took  p-ssev^i.^i  of  our  people.  Thus  it  was  that  an 
unconscious  serie-  <A  factors  combined  to  give  us  a  start  on  the 
road  to  permanent  pr.,>perity,  a  condition  we  are  likelv  to  per- 
petuate. 

The  openmg  --i  the  k.)>ebud  lands  in  1904  brought  thousands 
of  land  seekers  into  the  state  and  tlie  disappointed  c-)nes  in  the 
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drawings  saw  as  good  opportunities  west  of  the  r.ver,  h-''-;; 
of  them  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  ot  '-—-f  , 
railroads  were  quiek  to  see  their  new  advantages  and  w    s    n  had 
the  long  coveted  lines  to  the  Hills,  t^akntg  the  bas,. 
fecting  of  a  homogeneous  and  prosperous  -nmtonw  ahh^    ^  on 
all  the  vacant  Indian  lands  will  he  settled  up  and  --^hall  ntu 
„  upon  an  era  of  .elf-develo,nte,tt  less  and  less  ntfluenced  b> 
;;:conscio„s  factors  beyond  our  borders.    After  halt  a  centt.y  o 
the  real  work  of  settlement  and  development  we  ^  - 

arrived  at  a  point  vxhere  the  individual,  a,  a  untt,  w.U  ha^c  more 
m  the^hapmg  of  tl..  ^e  ha.e  about  overconte  th 

.„,,le  of  conquering  the  ai^.-H  a-age,  ot  pu-neer  c>-i-  ^ 
with  the  affluence  that  comes  to  u.  on  a.^oui..  ...  J  c. 
rondtti^n.  we  shall  have  the  lei^.e  and  the  ;H^P--;-  ^  - 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  ,tate  in  a  manner  which  ^^dl  be  a  cecnt 
to  the  times  in  which  we  Uve. 


THE  TERRITORIAL  PIOXEERS. 


ADDRESS  OF  HON.  I-RANK  TRUMBO,  AT  THE  BlKNNIAI.  MEETING, 
JANUARY  23,  1909. 

Mr.  Chainnan  mid  ylcuibcrs  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen : 

At  the  request  of  your  secretary,  that  I  should  relate  some  of 
the  happenings  incident  to  the  early  settlement  of  the  territory  of 
Dakota  I  have  written  the  following  Idler.  I  will  only  speak  of 
territorial  days,  as  most  of  our  citizens  are  familiar  with  the 
period  since  statehood.  I  came  to  the  territory  about  June  first, 
1862,  I  was  then  eleven  and  a  half  years  old.  About  the  first 
inhabitants  I  met  were  the  genuine  .Vmericans,  the  Sioux  Indians. 
They  were  not  civilized  at  that  time  but  were  reported  to  be 
friendly  and  greeted  us  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  with  us  the 
impression  that  they  were  not  as  savage  a  race  of  people  as  we 
had  expected  to  see  and  that  if  we  treated  them  right  that  they 
would  treat  us  the  same  as  far  as  their  ability  went  along  that 
line.  I  allude  to  the  Yankton  Sioux,  as^  they  have  always  proved 
themselves  friends  of  the  palefaces.  The  first  body  of  Indians  of 
any  number  I  met.  that  is,  in  the  way  of  a  friendly  and  social 
meeting,  was  at  \'ernullion  some  time  in  June,  1862,  where  we 
had  taken  up  our  resifk'uce.  There  was  perhaps  one  hundred  of 
them  camped  in  the  willows  along  the  \'ermillion  river  near  the 
town.  A  man  by  the  name  of  A.  C.  \'anmeter,  who  by  the  way, 
had  a  mixed  blood  Indian  wife,  and  as  he  could  speak  the  Sioux 
language  and  was  well  known  to  these  Indians,  he  invited  nie  to 
go  with  him  and  sec  the  Indians..  At  first  I  hesitated  but  upon  his 
assurance-  that  tliey  would  do  me  no  harm,  I  went  with  him  and 
saw  them  in  their  real  camp  life  and  there  I  learned  my  first  Indian 
word  which  was  the  name  of  one  of  tlie  brightest,  most  intelligent 
men  for  an  uneducated  Indian  that  I  have  ever  known  among  my 
acquaintance  with  Indians.  This  man  was  Etehota  or  Grayface. 
He  certainly  was  a  great  friend  of  the  paleface,  or  Wasice,  as  the 
Indians  call  us  white  folks. 
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These  Indians  were  on  a  visit  to  ]Mr.  Vanmeter  and  otliers 
that  had  Uved  along  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  river  from  Yank! on 
to  a  point  below  Sioux  City.  During  the  time  that  the  Indians 
had  lived  there  before  the  treaty  was  made  with  them  in  185S, 
when  they  were  moved  to  Charles  Mix  county,  on  the  four  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  acres  reserved  for  them,  where  they  have  since 
resided.  The  eithteenth  day  of  August,  1862,  occurred  the  ^lin- 
r.esota  Indian  massacre,  participated  in  by  the  Santee  Sioux,  the 
most  of  us  settlers  fled  for  cur  lives  from  Clay  county.  We  went 
d;Avn  near  Adell,  Iowa,  where-  the  country  was  thickly  settled, 
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-  remained  there  until  November,  and  as  the  Indians  had  become 
quiet  we  returned  to  Vermillion,  Clay  county;  there  was  eleven 
in  our  family,  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  nine  of  us  children, 
six  boys  and  three  girls,  ^ly  three  older  brothers  enlisted  in  the 
army,  brother  John  in  the  First  Dakota  cavalry,  Company  A, 
Captain  ^Miner's  company;  brotlicr  William,  in  the  Second  Dakota 
cavalry.  Company  B,  Captain  Tripp's  company;  brother  George, 
in  the  Iowa  Seventh.  These  companies  were  raised  in  the  winter 
of  '62  and  spring  of  '63,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  frontier 
aeainst  the  hostile  Indians,  and  were  under,  command  of  General 
Sully.    As  I  was  too  young  to  be  a  soldier,  I  joined  the  home 
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guards  of  Clay  county,  which  were  organized  for  home  protection, 
had  a  government  gun  called  a  Carbine,  issued  to  me.  There  was 
really  more  danger  behind  these  Carbines  than  there  was  in  front 
of  them.  I  had  seen  plenty  of  "kickers"  in  my  time,  but  nothing 
to  compare  with  those  guns.  I  was  hunting  one  day  and  had  shot 
at  several  coyotes  and  had  not  succeeded  in  killing  any  and  as  my 
shoulder  was  so  lame  from  having  tired  the  gun  several  times 
during  the  day,  and  as  I  desired  to  return  to  my  home  and  did 
not  want  to  leave  the  gun  in  the  house  loaded  for  fear  it  might 
go  ,o1t  and  kick  the  house  to  pieces  and  as  I  did  not  see  any 
coyote  to  fire  at  and  did  n^tl  have  the  courage  to  fire  it  ofi:  in  the 
air,  I  tied  it  to  the  corner  of  a  rail  fence  and  pulled  the  triger. 
Oh  my!  you  ought  to  have  seen  that  fence.  It  took  me  a  whole 
half  day  to  rebuild  it.  So  that  is  the  kind  of  weapons  of  defense 
that  we  home  guards  had  to  defend  the  defenseless  women  and 
phildreu  with.  I  think,  however,  that  those  guns  would  have 
been  all  right  fur  men  weighing  250  or  300  pounds,  but  the}' 
certainly  were  too  strong  for  us  boys.  I  always  felt,  how  fortunate 
we  were  that  the  Indians  never  attacked  us,  as  there  certainly 
would  have  been  lots  of  persons  wounded,  perhaps  more  whites 
than  Indians.  The  spring  of  '63,  while  my  soldier  brothers  were 
away  up  the  Missouri  river  with  General  Sully,  our  father  died, 
and  in  the  fall,  same  year,  before  they  returned,  our  mother  also 
died.  I  was  then  thirteen  year  old,  being  die  oU!>^^•.  bo)  at  home. 
I  had  not  only  to  watch  for  Indians  but  had  ai^o  to  lowk  uut  for 
every  little  job  of  work  I  could  get  to  do  to  earn  money  enough 
to  buy  corn  meal  to  feed  the  six  of  us  that  yet  remained,  one  elder 
sister  and  five  of  us  younger  children.  W  t.ler  was  free  and  it  was 
fortunate  that  it  was,  for  it  took  every  cent  of  our  earnings  to  buy 
the  meal  which  we  mixed  with  the  water  to  the  proper  consis- 
tency for  baking  in  to  corn  bread,  and  this  corn  bread,  with  the 
addition  of  black-strap  molasses,  constituted  our  regular  bill 
of  fare.  I  have  oftt-n  thought,  perhaps  it  was  well  that  we  hadn't 
more  good  things  to  eat,  as  we  might  have  made  ourselves  sick, 
and  as  there  were  no  doctors ;  oh  yes !  we  did  have  one  doctor, 
what  we  called  an  almanac  doctor,  that  is,  he  learned  to  practice 
medicine  from  -tudying  Dr.  Jayne's  almanac,  and  he  seemed  to  be 
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quite  successful  too,  that  is,  I  never  heard  of  his  being  charged 
directly  with  having  killed  anv  of  his  patients.  After  my  brothers 
returned  from  the  army  in  '65,  my  oldest  sister,  then  of  age,  took 
the  younger  children  with  her  and  went  back  to  Iowa,  where  she 
was  married  and  settled  on  a  farm.  I  was  then  fifteen  years  old, 
and  of  course  had  to  paddle  my  own  canoe.  ^ly  brother  John 
and  I  engaged  in  farming. 

We  rented  a  farm  about  three  miles  from  \'ermillion,  forty 
acres,  which  had  been  plowed  the  year  before  and  as  it  had  not 
rained  during  the  summer  of  '65  there  had  no  weeds  nor  anything 
else  groAvn  on  this  land,  so  it  looked  like  fresh  plowing.     So  I 
told  my  brother  John  that  there  was  no  need  of  plowing  this 
ground  but  to  furrow  it  out  with  the  plow  and  I  would  drop  the 
corn  in.  the  furrow  and  he  could  cover  the  seeds  with  the  plow, 
so  we  did  it  in  this  way  and  planted  the  whole  forty  acres  to  corn. 
We  waited  all  summer  for  our  corn  to  come  up,  but  it  never  made 
its  appearance  and  upon  investigation,  about  September  first,  we 
found  the  seed  just  as  we  had  planted  it,  dry  as  a  bone.    It  had 
not  rained  one  drop  during  the  summer  of  '66,  there  was  no  hay 
to  be  had  on  the  Missouri  bottom,  where  it  grew  in  after  years 
as  high  as  six  and  seven  feet,  the  saying  that  "it  never  rains  in 
Dakota,"  I  think,  started  that  year.    After  that,  '67,  '68  and  '69, 
we  had  rain  and  grass  and  what  crops  were  planted  grew  fine, 
demonstrating  that  the  soil  was  rich  and  would  produce  abundant 
crops  of  nearly  all  kinds  of  grain.     But  the  grasshoppers  can:c 
and  they  destroyed  everything.    -People  got  discouraged  and  left 
the  country  and  it  looked  as  though  we  never  would  get  a  foot-, 
hold.    I  left  Vermillion  August  i,  1869,  and  went  up  to  Charles 
]\fix  county,  among  the  Indians  at  Greenwood,  where  I  secured 
employment  from  the  government,  commenced  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder  and  worked  up,  held  the  positions  of  superintendent  of  gov- 
ernment cattle  herd,  issue  clerk  and  superintendent  farmer.  Worked 
in  all  eleven  years,  in  the  meantime  I  took  a  pre-emption  on'  the 
Emanuel  creek,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of  Springfield,  in 
Bon  Homme  county.    I  proved  up  on  this  claim  in  '72,  and  took  me 
a  homestead  on  the  beautiful  little  Chotcau  creek,  iu>t  across  the 
line  from  Charles  Z^Iix,  in  Bon  Ilomme  county,  Spring  of  '73. 
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Then  I  went  and  got  married,  t(3ok  my  wife  right  out  among  the 
Indians,  three  miles  from  the  agency,  where  I  was  camped  with 
the  cattle  herd  and  Indian  herders,     ^ly  wife  and  I  would  go 
occasionally  and  stay  on  our  claim,  just  enough  to  hold  it;  no  one 
bothered  our  claim.    Xo  one  at  that  time  would  have  accepted  a 
deed  to  a  quarter  of  land  as  a  present  unless  the  doner  would 
have  agreed  to  pay  the  taxes.    My  wife  and  I  quit  the  agenc}  in 
74.  and  moved  on  to  cur  homestead,  thought  we  woul  'i  make 
more  money  farming  than  we  were  making,  as  the  grasshoppers 
had  kind  of  let  up.    So  we  put  in  a  big  crop  in  '74'  ^^^^^  ^^e  had 
a  nice  little  start  in  young  cattle,  pigs  and  chickens,  but  the  grass- 
hoppers came  in  August  and  ate  everything  we  had  in  the  way 
of  crops,  so  we  had  to  sell  our  stock  in  order  to  live.    The  next 
year  we  put  in  another  big  crop  and  had  just  got  through  cultivat- 
ing for  the  last  time.  July  ist,  when  the  Indian  agent  came  from 
Greenwood  and  employed  me  to  go  back  as  his  boss  farmer.  So 
we  were  glad  to  go  back  where  the  crop  was  more  sure.    W'e  had 
not  been  there  more  than  a  month,  when  the  grasshoppers  came 
again,  and  they  made  the  cleanest  sweep  they  ever  made,  even 
ate  the  sunflowers  and  the  leaves  and  bark  off  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred little  Cottonwood  trees  that  she  andJ  had  planted  that  spring. 
I  remember,  she  and  I  drove  down  to  the  farm  the  next  Sunday 
after  the  'hoppers  had  destroyed  the  crop  and  the  looks  of  things 
around  the  farm  was  too  much  for  my  wife,  she  began  to  cry.  I 
said  to  her,  "What  are  you  crying  about,  you  ought  to  be  thank- 
ful that  they  left  us  the  house,  barbed-wire  fence  and  the  mort- 
gage."   We  sold  the  stock  we  had  left  to  pay  up  the  debis  we 
could  and  worked  at  Greenwood  for  two  years  more,  till  finally 
the  grasshoppers  ceased  to  make  their  appearance,  then  we  went 
back  on  the   farm,  but  we  had  drouth,   rust,  hog-cholera,  low 
prices  and  sickness  to  contend  with  until  we  finally  rented  the 
farm  and  engaged  in  other  business,  which  we  found  was  more 
remunerative  f(jr  us.    Finally  sold  the  farm  and  invested  in  cheaper 
lands.    But  I  will  say  thi,>,  that  for  the  past  six  years  the  crops 
have  been  fine  all  <jver  onr  stale  and  prices  have  been  g(»od,  so 
that  the  farmers  have  made  mc^ney.  anrl  that  the  farm  today  is 
the  most  remunerative,  most  independent,  and  the  pleasantest  place 
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to  live  of  all  ulaces.  I  think.    To  show  you  how  little  we  people 
valued  land  here  in  the  early  day,  1874,  1  will  tell  you  that  I 
traded  my  pre-emption,  160  acres,  three  miles  from  Springfield, 
deeded  land,  for  a  span  of  horses  and  harness  worth  about  two 
hundred  and  fify  dollars  ($250.00).    I  traded  with  the  Hon.  James 
H.  Stevens.    By  the  way,  he  was  in  the  senate  from  Bon  Homme 
county  four  years  ago.    When  1  traded  my  land  to  him  for  the 
team,  I  did  not  ask  him  to  throw  in  the  halter,  for  fear  he  would 
back  out.     I  had  a  homestead  and  I  needed  a  team  to  farm 
it,  vvgrse  than  I  needed  the  ■  pre-emption.     That  land  is  worth 
eig-ht  thou^and  dollars  ($8,000.00),  now,  and  will  be  worth  one- 
hundred  dollars  per  acre  m  a  few  year:,.     You  all  know  that 
South  Dakota  is  a  great  state,  hardly  excelled  by  any  other  state 
in  the  union.    ^lillions  of  dollars  worth  of  wealth,  on  every  hand, 
prosperity,  contentment  and  happiness.     And  all  this   has  been 
brought  about  in  these  few  years,  say  about  fifty,  and  forty-seven 
of  them,  I  and  my  wife  who  has  been  a  resident  also  of  Dakota, 
for  forty-six  >ears,  have  been  doing  everything  we  could  in  our 
humble  way  to  help  build  up  and  make  this  great  commonwealth 
what  it  is  today.    To  us  and  all  old  settlers  for  the  very  important 
part  we  have  played  in  the  development  of  the  country,  is  certainly 
deserving  of  great  credit  and  if  I  do  say  it,  myself,  I  mean  every 
word  for  it,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  neither  of  us,  nor  any 
of  our  children  will  ever  see  or  have  to  go  through  the  hardsl-lps, 
the  suspense,  the  grief,  from  loosing  parents,  the  fear  of  the 
Indians,  failure  of  crops,  that  we  early  settlers  had  to  go  through. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  tell  you  of  a  hunt  that  the 
Yankton  Indians,  I  in  charge  of  them,  went  on,  the  first  day  of 
August,  1872.  We  went  from  Greenwcxxl,  Charles  -Mix  county, 
crossed  the  :Missouri  river  and  went  in  to  what  is  now  Gregory, 
Tripp  and  :Meyer  counties.  We  went  out  with  the  expectation  of 
killing  buft'alo,  but  were  disappointed,  as  other  Indians  who  were 
roaming  that  country  in  those  days,  got  the  bulTalo.  We  .only 
succeeded  in  getting  one  buft'alo  and  five  buffalo  calves.  However, 
we  killed  eight  hundred  deer  and  antelope  and  fifty-five  elk.  I 
must  have  seen  on  that  trip  at  least  five  thousand  deer  and  antelop<'\ 
Where  today,  the  evidence  of  the  white  man  is  to  be  seen  on 
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every  hand  in  the  form  of  cultivated  fields  of  golden  grain,  beautitul 
groves,  beautiful  homes,  and  happiness,  and  contentment  reigns 
sunreme.  the  antelope,  deer  elk  and  the  buffalo  are  of  the  past  and 
will  soon  be  forgotten,  but  my!  the  multitudes  that  are  being  fed 
from  the  products  taken  from  that  very  soil,  where  thirty  years 
ago,  game  was  the  only  inhabitants  of  that  country  which  no  one 
thought  was  good  enough  for  anything  but  game.  A  great  change, 
indeed,  bevond  the  expectations  or  anticipations  of  anyone,  and 
South  Dakota  is  not  yet  half  developed.    She  is  going  to  keep  right- 
on,  and  I  predict  that  she  will  be  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the 
greatest  state  in  the  union  in  a  few  years.    I  have  only  tried  to  tell 
you  of  a  few  of  tlic  incidents  and  happenings  of  the  early  setde- 
ment  of  Dakota.    I  have  skipped  and  omitted  many  interesting 
occurrences,  for  the  want  of  time  and  space.    When  I  started  to 
write  I.  only  intended  to  write  just  a  few  of  the  really  interesting 
incidents,  but  I  find  that  my  letter  is  now  already  too  long  and  I 

must  stop.  '  •  " 

I  thank  vou  all  for  your  kind  attention. 


I..  .1 

I. 

'     J      '  :  *  '1 


'      THE  BIG  WINTER,  1880. 

HON.   C.   S.  AMSDEN. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  South  Dakota  Historical  Society  : 
I  have  accepted  an  invitation  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and  I 
realize  that  I  may  not  say  anything  that  will  be  new  to  the  old 
settlers  of  our  state  who  are  present,  but,  coming  as  I  do  from 
the  almost  extreme  northeastern  section,  and  having  been  a  resident 
of  that  part  all  of  the  time  since  early  in  1878,  more  than  thirty 
years,  I  mav  say  some  things  that  may  be  of  interest  to  some  ot 
you  ^^■ho  were  not  residents  of  the  state  in  those  early  days,  and 
picture  to  you  some  of  the  hardships  endured  by  cur  early  pioneers 
and  portray  some  of  the  extreme  and  unheard  of  climatic  conditions 
that  prevailed  which,  coupled  with  the  sparse  settlement,  made 
pioneering  anything  but  pleasant.  '  . 

When  I  came  to  Grant  county  practically  the  only  white  set- 
tlers in  the  county  were  a  Frenchman  named  J.  G.  Lamreaux  and 
a  negro  bv  the  name  of  Williams;  at  least  the  negro  always  said: 
-Lameraux  and  I  were  the  two  first  white  ^settlers  in  the  county."' 
However,  there  were  about  a  half  dozen  white  fannlies  at  the  foot 
of  Big  Stone  lake  on  the  Dakota  side  in  our  county,  and  except 
these.^he  only  settlers  in  all  the  county  were  a  colony  of  Sisseton 
Sioux  Indians  consisting  of  about  fifty-two  families,  who  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  act  of  congress  of  1875  and  filed  on  government 
land  as^homesteads  and  thereby  .evered  tlieir  tribal  relations  and 
became  citizens.    At  that  time  and  for  two  and  one-half  years 
thereafter,  Grant  county  had  no  railroad  or  other  means  of  public 
transportation  and  the  nearest  railroad  to  us  was  thirty-five  miles 
away  and  to  many  fifty  and  sixty  miles.     However,  everything 
went  along  quite  smoothly,  except  the  inconvenience  of  long  trips 
to  markets  until  we  were  struck  by  t1iat  memora1)le  blizzard  of 
October  15,  1880,  which  for  severity  and  depth  of  snow  has  not 
been  duplicated  in  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  state  at  so 
early  a  period  in  the  season.    It  came  so  suddenly  following  the 
finest  kind  of  autunui  weather  that  it  caught  a  majority  of  the 
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settlers  unprepared  ^and  caused  the  loss  of  much  stock  which  was 
drifted  before  the  storm  and  perished  in  lakes,  ravines  and  swamps  ; 
also  buried  undug  potatoes  and  other  vegetables  under  mountains 
of  snow.  We  had  a  stable  on  our  place  which  had  gotten  out  of 
repair  during  the  summer  from  non-use  in  which  we  had  our 
stock,  consisting  of  horses,  oxen,  cows,  pigs  and  poultry,  and  you 
ought  to  have  seen  it  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th.  The  door  had 
blown  down  during  the  night  and  when  w-e  went  out  to  look  after 
the  stock,  the  building  was  almost  completely  filled  with  snow 
from  floor  to  roaf  and  had  we  been  delayed  much  longer,  our 


c.  s.  a:msi)!<:x 

stock  would,  too,  have  perished  from  .^utiocation.  One  poor  old 
lien  was  in  cold  storage  under  the  sn,)w  for  nine  days,  but  hap- 
pened to  get  some  air  and  came  out  somewhat  pale  but  '"still  in  the 
ring,"  and  did  good  service  for  several  years  thereafter.  I  have 
often  thought  that  perhaps  the  saying:  .  "History  repeats  itself," 
may  not  be  literally  true,  but  if  true,  how  often?  Following  the 
26th  of  January  that  winter,  the  smnv  was  so  deep  diat  all  trains 
were  blocked  and  we  did  not  have  a  train  until  almost  the  first 
day  of  Alay  and  on  the  [8th  day  o\  April  I  drove  with  a  sleigh 
nine  miles  and  back  on  a  snow  road  tliAt  was  four  feet  above  the 
ground  and  from  the  3rd  (jf  February  the  snow  had  been  from 
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three  feet  on  the  level  ground  to  fifteen  and  twenty  feet  in  the 
ravines.  I  also  wish  to  note  that  some  of  the  snow  that  fell  on 
October  15,  1880,  was  still  in  view  on  May  15,  1881,  making  a 
winter  of  seven  months  duration.  It  was  during  this  long  siege 
that  many  a  soul  was  tried  and  means  devised  to  provide  against 
starvation.  Nearly  every  coffee  mill  in. the  country  v/as  brought 
into  use,  not  to  grind  coffee,  because  there  w-as  none  to  grind,  but 
to  grind  wheat  for  flour,  as  this  was  the  only  means  of  getting  it,  and 
w^hen  spring  came,  many  a  poor  old  mill  was  completely  incapaciated 
and  laid  aw-ay,  as  a  memento  for  the  good  work  it  had  done  in 
preserving  the  lives  of  so  many  for  better  days.  If  history  repeats 
itself  when  do  you  suppose  we  will  get  another  dose  like  this? 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  Cxrant  -  county  has  outgrown  these 
hard  times  and  strenuous  conditions  and  our  people  are  prosperous 
and  happy,  but  not  so  proud  but  the  hand  of  charity  is  alwtiys 
extended  to  those  less  fortunate.  We  regard  our  home  county 
second  to  none  in  the  northwest  and  our  people  of  sterling  worth 
which  characteristic  is  dominant  in  all  the  people  of  South  Dakota. 
Although  we  suffered  privations  in  our  pioneer  days,  ought  we 
not  boost  for  South  Dakota  today  and  honor  the  state  that, 
although  young  in  years,  ranks  among  the  l:kest?    I  thank  you. 


L.riL'c-v  fiv'i'  ;Ii'r. 


A  BUFFALO  HUNT. 

BY  TUGS.  L  RIGGS,  D.  D.^  L.I,.  D. 

Coming  into  the  state  as  a  missionary  to  the  Indians  when  it 
was  yet  young  as  a  territory,  1  have  had  fidl  share  of  interesting 
experiences  and  of  these  I  know  of  nothing  that  is  better  worth 
relating  than  some  of  the  happenings  on  a  buffalo  hunt  with  the 
Indians.  The  buffalo  had  left  this  middle  region  about  Pierre  and, 
in  fact,  all  the  eastern  side  of  the  ^fissouri  a  few  years  before  I 
came,  but  by  some  migrat<jry  freak  tliey  returned  as  far  as  to 
the-  head  of  the  ^loreau  and  the  Grand  rivers  in  the  v.dnter  of 
1880-81.  This  was  the  winter  of  deep  snow  not  only  in  the  river 
valley  but  over  the  entire  region  both  west  and  cast  of  the  river. 
The  partv  of  Indians  I  went  with  numbered  a  hundred,  some  forty 
women  and  sixty  or  more  men  and  there  were  also  a  few  little 
children  along.  I  Xvas  the  only  white  man,  though  there  was  a 
part  blood  who  could  talk  Fnglish.  We  had  about  throe  liundred 
horses,  and  I  -remember  remarking  on  the  great  number  of  poor 
skinny  dogs  that  were  along;  these.  I  was  told,  would  be  fattened 
up  on  the  hunt  and  ht  for  food  on  their  return. 

I  took  with  me  a  pair  of  ponies  which  were  to  serve  as  pack 
horses  and  an  old  buttalo  horse  of  consideraljle  note  in  those  days, 
a  fast  gamy  runner,  which  I  had  bought  a  few  years  before.  The 
party  was  to  gather  on  Rear  creek.  I  joined  those  going  from 
the  Cheyenne  river  valley.  There  was  already  several  inches  of 
snow  on  the  ground,  though  it  was  not  yet  Thanksgiving  day. 
and  I  think  it  snowed  every  day  for  (wer  a  week  after  we  left 
the  Cheyenne  valley.  I  know  it  took  us  some  eight  or  ten  days 
to  reach  the  rendevous,  oidy  thirty  or  thirty  .five  miles  distant. 
When  the  party  was  all  together  we  folknved  up  the  Moreau  river 
and  it  was  not  far  from  Slim  Duties  where  we  met  our  hrst 
buffalo. 

I  sliall  not  attempt  to  tell  you  of  the  entire  hunt.  The  Indians 
had  organized  with  their  "snldlcr  I'Mlge"  where  all  matters  of  vital 
interest  were  presented  and  decided.    It  is  from  the  "sohlier  lodge'' 
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that  the  runners  are  sent  from  time  to  time  to  learn  and  report 
where  game  may  be  found  and  it  is  in  the  '^soUher  lodge"  that  all 
authority  for  the  hunt  rests  and  from  here  the  officers  of  the 
hunt  are  commissioned.  It  is  also  in  the  "soldier  lodge"  where 
there  is  much  feasting  and  smoking  of  the  pipe— this  or  that 
household  being  designated  as  provider  for  the  next  day. 

I  think  I  never  have  seen  anything  more  grimly  appreciated 
than  a  mishap  that  befell  an  angry  Indian  as  we  rode  up  a  wind- 
ing valley  to  come  upon  our  buffalo  against  the  wind.    There  were 
oii^e  or  two  who  rode  along  under  the  edge  of  the  plateau  directing 
our  movements.    The  ravine  was  long  and  seemed  to  be  leading 
nowwhere.     lUueblanket  had  been  grumbling  at  something  from 
the  start  and  he  now  declared  that  our  scouts  on  the  hill  were 
playing  us  false  and  he  for  one  was  not  a  fool  to  allow  it.  He 
whipped  up  his  horse  and  started  to  cross  a  snow-covered '  draw 
and  give  the  scouts  a  piece  of  his  mind,  but  had  not  gone  ten 
rods\vhen  man  and  horse  disappeared  in  a  washout,  sending  up 
.  a  cloud  of  snow.    After  some  struggling  the  fellow  dragged  his 
horse  out  and  shaking  the  snow  from  himself,  came  back  very 
peaceful.     Every  one  chuckled  and  the  man  riding  next  to  me 
said  half  under  his  breath,  -'he  is  cooled  off  now."  ^  ■  •  •■ 

When  we  started  on  this  hunt  it  was  expected  that  wc  would 
be  gone  from  three  to  four  weeks  and  we  provisioned  accordingly. 
As  we  were  out  twelve  weeks  our  supplies  were  insufficient.  Sugar 
and  coffee  and  iiour  hardly  lasted  the  time  for  which  we  expected 
they  would.    Corn  wa.-  parched  and  used  instead  of  coffee  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  that  was  the  last  of  the  corn.    Then  rosebush  tea 
'  was  made  (  boiling  the  buds  or  the  roots  and  in  some  cases  the 
wood  itself)  so  long  as  there  was  any  sugar  lett.    I  recollect  that 
we  had  six  weeks  of  straight  meat  diet  with  nothing  l)ut  soup  and 
water  to  drink.     However,  everybody  was  hapi)y  though  some 
were  sorely  put  to  because  the  to1)acco  gave  out  witli  other  civilized 
supplies.    We  had  abundance  of  meat  of  all  kinds  and  our  dogs 
were    fattening    famously.      There    were    about    two  thou.>and 
buffalo  killed  on  this  winter  hunt. 

Our  last  run  took  us  across  (;ne  of  the  l)ranche.  ot  the  (^.rand 
river  n(^rthwest  of  w^lim  lUutes.     It  was  storming  vilely  when  we 
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began  to  shoot  and  in  the  run  I  became  separated  from  the  rest 
arid  when  I  came  to  skin  a  big  beast  I  had  shot  there  was  no  one  to 
give  me  help  in  turning  the  carcass  over.  :My  horse  too,  was 
snorting  and  would  not  help,  though  I'll  confess  I  tried  to  make, 
him  do  so  but  half  heartedly.  The  result  was  that  I  took  but 
half  the  robe,  cutting  it  down  the  back.  This  was  shifted  to  my 
pack  horse,  my  hunter  turned  loose,  and  I  on  the  pack  horse 
returning  to  camp  had  no  end  of  trouble  with  deep  drifts.  W  hen 
all  were  in  camp  Touch-the-Cloud  declared  that  he  alone  of  the 
entire  party  had  had  tr<:)u1>le  and  calamity  on  his  way  in.  To  this 
T  took  exception  and  some  one  called  on  us  for  the  particulars. 
Touch-the-Cloud  had  tied  his  meat  as  he  suppo'sed  securely  but  all 
the  way  in  he  had  been  dropping  piece  after  piece  and  had  been 
obliged  to  get  down,  fish  about  in  the  snow  and  tie  the  meat  on 
again.  We  had  been  several  hours  after  dark  in  reaching  camp 
and  Touch-the-Cloud  said  he  was  plumb  tired  out  and  besides  he 
had  lost  several  pieces  of  meat.  1  was  next  and  told  how  my 
lialf  hide  had  frozen  stiff  and  every  time  the  wav  ran  tlirough 
a  low  place  where  the  snow  was  drifted,  I  could  not  keep  horse 
and  man  together  because  of  the  frozen  hide,  and  several  times  I 
found  myself  straddle  of  this/  my  horse  having  gone  out  from 
under.  All  voted  that  the  wind  was  taken  out  of  Touch-the-Cloud"s 
sail,  and  to  this  day  I  am  joked  for  riding  frozen  hide  as  a  saddle 
with  no  horse  under  it. 


Folio — 7. 
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DEDICATION  OF  LOG  SCHOOL  HOUSE  .MONUMENT, 
•  VERMILLION,  AUGUST  25,  1909. 

ADDRESS  OF  DOANE  ROBI>-SON. 

No  community  ever  became  really  great  and  worth  u-hile, 
n  t  had  a  past  to  venerate  and  a  history  to  glont>      I  hU 
;:l;hal  thit  P^opos^lon  for  it  embodies  a  compendunt.  ot 

•         nnH   to  a  de-ree  begin  where  he  lett  ott.    W  itii  indc 

tLn    Sr  he  wisdom  of  all  men  for  the  past  five  thot.an  years. 
Ti  ■  perhaps   scarcelv  necessary  to  suggest  that  upon  the  con- 
a  '    n    o'far  as  mankind  neglects  to  avail  itself  ot  h.stor.cal 
records  does  it  revert  toward  the  type  of  prim,tn-e  savagery. 

Clay  county,  with  more  than  a  half  century  of  courageous 
effort  upon  her  record,  gathers  her  people  today  .n  venerat  on 
r  her  ^endid  past,  and  to  glorify  the  hard  wrought  accompl  s^^^^ 
ments  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  who  worked  .urn  on  th  s 
To  ,  more  difficult  than  any  their  children  will  be  called  upon  to 
owe  Because  of  persistent  toil  for  better  conditions  and  bec^ 
of  the  brilliant  successes  revealed  in  that  fifty  years'  record.  Clay 

"""?hfs  'reunion  of  pioneers  will  contribute  its  mite  to  the 
extends?- :  Z  perpetuit^  of  civih.ation  ^^se  thro^^^^ 
permanently    recorded    the    experiences   of   an    mtcre.tn,.,  ^ 
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important  period  in  the  de\elopment  of  the  west  and  that  record 
will  do  its  part  toward  informing  the  philosophical  historian  who 
will  later  examine  it  and  it  will  aid  to  shape  his  views  and  the 
conduct  of  his  foUow^ers. 

Chiefly,  we  are  here  to  dedicate  a  monument  to  mark  the  site 
of  the  first  permanent  school  building  erected  on  the  soil  of  South 
Dakota  and  thereby,  to  commemorate  the  wisdom,  virtue  and  fore- 
sight of  those  pioneers,  some  of  whom  we  still  delight  to  honor  in 
the  flesh,  who  here  laid  the  foundation  for  the  broad  and  enlight- 
ened policy  of  liberal  education  for  all  which  is  Dakota's  proudest 
distinction.  It  is  indeed  a  happy  and  notable  circumstance  that 
this  monument  stands  under  the  immediate  shadow  of  South 
Dakota's  most  exalted  educational  institution,  and  yet  I  would 
not  care  to  say  that  those  pioneers  builded  better  than  they  knew, 
for  I  am  convinced  that  among  them  were  prophetic  souls,  who 
saw  the  end  from  the  beginning. 

It  is  not  expected  that  I  should  recite  the  story  of  that  old  log 
school  house  to  you  who  know  it  as  the  old  Hebrews  knew  the 
storv  of  the  Tem|)le  at  Jerusalem,  know  it  as  I  can  never  know  it ; 
its  story  has  l}een  recorded  by  abler  pens  than  mine  and  it  will  not 
be  lost  to  posterity,  and  each  succeeding  generation  of  your 
children  will  read  it  with  renewed  and  mcreasing  interest  and 
with  ever  increasing  veneration  for  the  pioneers  who  built  it. 
Perhaps,  instead,  I  will  be  permitted  to^  recite  my  appreciation  of 
it  and  of  the  heroic  souls  who  built  it: 

THK  LOG  SCHOOL  HOUSE:.  .         .         .    /  ' 

''Rock-founded,"  so  the  Galilean  said,  '  -  '  : 

"The  storm  swept  edifice  shall  surely  stand." 


The  Settlers  came  with  their  hope  and  love, 
Courage,  ambition,  unfaltering  faith,  ".  .• 

Casting  them  all  at  the  architect's  feet : 
''Bring  we  these  rocks  for  the  founding,"  they  said. 

*'Build  the  bed-wall  enduring  and  deep, — 
Give  we  our  heart's  blood  to  mortar  the  rock, — 
Spare  us  no  cost  that  the  footing  be  sure; 
Found  here  a  temple  to'  wisdom  and  truth." 
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Humble  indeed,  was  the  primitive  fane, 
Sturdy  the  sills  that  supported  its  dome,— 
Prophets  and  seers  were  the  settlers  who  came. 
Bearing  the  stones  to  the  artisan's  hands.  • 
'  Founded  on  rock,  unfailing,  secure, 
:         Rises  above  us  the  temple  they  dreamed ;  ^ 
Rises  the  glorious  temple  achieved. 
Built  on  the  bed-wall  their  sacrifice  bought. 
The  school  presupposes  the  teacher  and  in  very  .'YP''" 
dicated  upon  the  teacher;  that  "the  teacher  is  the  scliool.    i=  an 
TUe  storv  of  the  old  log  school  is  the  glor.ou..  ep.c 
which'it  is  in  the  history  of  South  Dakota  because  ot  tue  teachers 
who  stood  at  its  desk;  aye  more  than  that.  South  Dako  a  .s  what 
h    i  .great,  rich  and  prosperous,  intelligent,  moral  and  u.spmng 
because  of  the  noble  men  and  women  who  have  ded.ca  ed  th  r 
talents  to  the  instruction  of  her  young.    No  encomuun  ,s  too  h>gl 
no  appreciation  too  great  to  lavish  upon  these  devoted  servant, 
of  the  common  good. 

-  '  The  log  school  house  was  especially  favored  in  the  teachers 
who  presided  over  its  destinies.  I  have  one.  of  them  in  mmd  and 
maybe  I  can  so  describe  him  that  you  can  recognize  the  hkenes. : 

THE  TKACIIER.  •  : 

.    Take  along  in  them  old  days  '    i  :  ^   '  . 

Of  Injuns,  drouth  and  hopperbugs,  •  '  .(h:,^,. 
Come  a  hum'ly,  young  Canuck.  ..  r 

Wearing  one  of  them  blamed  mugs:      .  ..--.^.;,v..<v.>- .•. : 
•    Kind  that  makes  you  turn  sideways,  - 
And  walking  slanchwise  have  to  say: 
"Well  he  aint  so  much  for  looks. 
Seen  them  prettier  in  books. 
But  hanged  if  he  aint  sort  of  blest 
With  features  different  from  the  rest." 
Hear'd  he'd  been  a  saddler  kid; 
Fit  the  rebels  too,  he  did  ; 

Been  to  school  and  studied  law. 

Come  out  here  an  awkward,  raw 
•  Pettifogger.    Clients  shy 

So  he  give  the  school  .a  try. 
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Growed  on  us  as  time  rolled  on  ; 

:\Ien  has  conic  and  men  has  gene, 

But  He's  just  stayed  and  plugged  along, 

Doing  something  every  day 

To  sort  of  anchor  down  Old  Clay 

And  keep  the  craft  from  going  wrong. 

Kept  on  teaching  'til  we  took  .  :  ■  .. 

His  day's  work  for  a  lesson  book,-^ 
'Cepting  once  he  got  a  spell; 
Scared  he  never  would  get  well;  ■ ..  .  V 
Tried  to  get  his  Ufe  insured,  .  ; 

But  jest  one  Congress  got  hnn  cured. 

We've  found  out  that  old  Canuck 
Has  a  head  he  keeps  just  chuck  ^  ■ 

Spang  up  full  of  good  hoss  sense, 
Sympathy  and  benevolence.        : , •  ^; 
Aint  no  room  for  sinful  pride. 
Couldn't  show  oft  if  he  tried; 
Just  keeps  teaching  commonsense ;—  .  . 
Simple,  honest  faithful  guide,  ,;. . 

Got  no  place  for  wicked  folly  ; 


y  county  has  been  and  is  peculiarly 


Just  the  same,  he's  always  JoUey.^" 


See   3"   S.    F).   CoUs.   papre  127. 


note. 


1.     Col.   .lohn   L.  .Tolley. 
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for  recording  the  events  of  her  career.  The  modern  newspaper  is 
the  greatest  of  historians.  What  was  formerly  done  at  great 
expenditure  of  labor,  in  long  hand,  upon  expensive  parchments,  to 
be  sedulously  guarded  and  read  to  the  unlettered  masses  from  the 
the  synagogues,  the  modern  newspaper  does  much  more  efficiently' 
and  comprehensively  and  lays  before  its  constituency  for  their 
edification  and  instruction,  and  preserves  carelessly,  but  success- 
fully, to  succeeding  generations.  ' 

No  other  rural  community  of  my  acquaintance  has  so  ably 
conducted  and  comprehensive  and  conscientious  recorders  of  events 
as  has  Vermillion  in  the  splendid  newspapers  published  here. 

I  am  sure  Brother  Colvin-  will  understand  that  no  suggestion, 
invidious  to  his  excellent  newspaper  is  intended  when  I  pay  an 
especial  compliment  to  that  Xestor  of  Dakota  journalism,  the 
Dakota  Republican. 

IVe  sponged  some  pretty  notions  from  Old  Dana,  in  his  day, 
And  Horace  Greeley  steered  me  in  the  proper  way  to  vote, 
I've  always  read  them  careful,  and  I  love  them  still,  ye'il  note, 
But  I'm  here  to  testimony,  as  I  heard  the  justice  say 
Aint  no  paper  circulated  'mongst  us  farmers  down  in  Clay — 
We've  got  them  here  from  Boston  and  Alaska  like  as  not. 
From  London  and  Wakonda,  aint  no  telling  what  we  got— 
Can't  any  of  them  measure  with  that  old  Republican  ,  . ; 

What's  printed  off  by  Willey  and  the  Little  Fellow  Dan^.       ./  ^. 
Now  papers,  they  have  spirits,  I  always  will  maintain, 
And  kind  of  human  feeling  that  is  pictured  on  the  type; 
Some  is  sour  and  cold,  dyspeptic;  sort  of  pulled  before  they's  ripe; 
Some  is  smiley,  bright,  refreshing,  as  a  show-er  of  summer  rain 
And  their  columns  throw  off  sunshine  like   waving,  green-ripe 
grain. 

And  they  yield  a  crop  of  sympathy  and  trust  and  common  sense 
That  has  a  market  value,  can't  be  reckoned  in  per  cents. 
^  And  for  sense,  and  faith  and  sympathy,  no  other  paper  can 
:Match  one  that's  made  by  W  illey  and  the  Little  Fellow  Dan. 


2     W'    II.   Colvin,  editor  Phiintalk. 

3;    E.  H;  WiUey  and  E.  E.  l>anforth.  editors  of  the  Dakota  Ropubllcan. 
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Keep  at  it  Mr.  Editors,  you're  the  making  of  Old  Clay,  , 
Your  hopefulness  is  ketching,  your  faith  the  kind  that  sticks. 
You  are  smoothing  down  rough  places.    Help  us  stand  against  the 
pricks, 

Teaching  us  that  every  settler  is  in  duty  bound  today 

To  holler  for  the  country  in  the  good  Abe  Lincoln  way. 

You  are  loyal  to  Dakota;  make  us  love  our  prairie  sod; 

Put  trust  in  fellow^  beings  and  confidence  in  God. 

O,  I  tell  you  for  pure  gif tedness,  no  other  paper  can 

Match  one  that's  made  by  Willey  and  the  Little  Fellow  Dan. 

There  is  ,ever  very  much  of  satisfaction  in  a  reunion  of 
pioneers,  even  when  a  less  notable  thing  than  this  dedication  is  its 
distinguishing  feature.  When  men  and  women  meet  to  rehearse 
again  the  tales  of  the  beginning,  of  the  days  of  foundation  laying 
and  homebuilding,  with  their  toils  and  trials,  struggles  and  sacri- 
fices, successes  and  defeats,  joys  and  jubilations,  suffering  and 
sorrow^,  now  softened  and  colored  into  a  harmonious  canvass  by 
the  magic  brush  of  time,  they  are  led  to  exclaim  with  America's 
greatest  poet:  ''To  those  good  old  times;  All  times  when  old  are 
good."  I  am'  indeed  grateful  that  it  is  my  privilege  to  join  with 
you  on  this  happy  occasion. 


•v.  IH./Y 


REVEREND  THOMAS        SHAXAFELT,  D.  D. 
Dr.  Shanafelt  was  a  native  of  Brinkerton,  Clarion  county, 
Pennsylvania.     He  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  the  name 
being-  a  corruption  or  Anglicization  of  the  German  Schoenfeldt. 
He  was  raised  a  farmer  boy  and  secured  his  elementary  education 
in  the  country  schools  of  his  native  state  and  at  21  years  of  age, 
graduated  with  high  honors  from  the  University  of  Lewisburg, 
Pennsvlvania,  now  known  as  Bucknell  University.    With  two  of 
his  brothers,  he  had  chosen  the  Baptist  ministry  for  his  life  work 
and  was  pursuing  his  theological  studies  when  the  war  came  on. 
He  immediately  tendered  his  services  to  his  country,  but  was 
rejected  because  of  ill  health.    However,  after  repeated  attempts, 
he  was  accepted  as  a  private  in  Company  A  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  volunteer  infantry  which  was  composed  chiefly  of 
students  of  the  Bucknell  University.     He  saw  three  months  of 
active  service  in  this  company,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, and  was  slightly  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  large  shell, 
durir-  a  several  hour's  engagement  with  Stewart's  cavalry.  By 
this  accident,  his  hearing  was  slightly  impaired  and  he  never  fully 
regained  it.    At  the  end  of  three  month's  service  he  was  mustered 
out  by  reason  of  his  ill  health  and  at  about  the  close  of  the  war 
was  again  accepted  into    the  services  as  a  chaplain  of  a  Pennsyl- 
vania  regiment.    Throughout  the  war,  when  not  in  actual  service, 
he  rendered  the  Union  cause  every  assistance  in  his  power  in  his 
civilian  capacity.    At  the  close  of  the  war  he  completed  his-  theolo- 
gical studies,  being  one  of  the  fust  graduates  of  Crozier  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  and  at  once  entered  the  Baptist  ministry,  and  in 
1867  removed  to  :Michigan,  where,  his  health  being  much  improved, 
he  served  in  the  pastorate  for  twenty-one  years,  and  held  many 
important  positions  in  his  denomination,  having  been  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Baptist  Educational  Society,  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Kalamazoo  college,  and  for  tlflecn  years  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  ^fichigan  B.aptist  state  conveiuion.  In 
1884,  at  the  national  encampment  held  in  Minneapolis,  jMinne- 


i  u 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  105 

sota,  he  was  elected  chaplain  in  chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  was  a  delegate  from  the  :\Iichigan  department  to  tir: 
national  encampments  at  :Minneapolis,   Portland,   San  Francisco, 
St.  Louis  and  Detroit.    He  was  a  member  of  all  of  the  :\Iasjnic 
bodies  and  a  32  degree  member  of  the  Scotish  Rite.     In  1888, 
he  w^as  appointed  general  missionary  from  the  American  Bapiisr  . 
Home  Mission  Society  for  South  Dakota  and  continued  in  'bat 
position  for  more  than  twenty  years.    In  1889  North  Dakota  v  '.^s 
added  to  his  field.     While  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  work  in 
South  Dakota,  seventy-six  new  Baptist  churches  were  organized, 
seventy -houses  of  worship  and  twenty-five  parsonages  were  erected 
and  under  his  careful  and  aggressive  leadership,  the  denomination 
grew  rapidly  in  strength  and  influence  and  maintained  a  leading 
position  among  the  other  denominations  in  his  field.   For  several 
years  he  was  the  South  Dakota  representative  on  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  International  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  of 
America  and  vice  president  of  the  American  Baptist  Historical 
Societ}'.  ■     i  ' 

Dr.  Shanafelt  gave  considerable  attention  to  literary  work-. 
In  i88r  he  compiled  biographical  sketches  of  nearly  four  hundred 
Baptist  ministers  in  :\lichigan.  Pie  is  autljor  of  "The  Statistical 
Baptist  History  of  ^vlichigan/'  "The  Baptist  Plistory  of  South 
Dakota,  ."The  liaptist  History  of  North  Dakota,  1879-1904,"  "Fifty 
Years  of  Baptist  Growth  and  Progress  in  Baptism,"  "Baptist 
Belief  and  I'ractice  With  Respect  to  the  Lord's  Supper,"  "A 
Defense  of  Christian  Baptism,"  and  several  smaller  denominational 
and  historical  works.  Being  deeply  interested  hi  historical  research, 
he  published  numerous  historical  articles  in  denominational  and 
secular  newsi)apers  and  magazines.  '  • 

Dr.  Shanafelt  was  always  everything  that  public-spirited  good 
citizens  should  be.  During  his  South  Dakota  residence  he  served 
as  president  and  also  as  secretary  of  the  l>oard  of  commissioners 
of  the  South  Dakota  Soldiers'  Home,  was  a  charter  member  of 
and  the  first  vice  president  and  second  president  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society.  He  possessed  a  genius  for  tireless  industry  and- 
persistent  appHcati(;n  in  every  line  of  etTort  to  which  he  gave 
his  juind.     While  his  business  was  his  active  church  work,  the 
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pursuit  of  historv  was  his  recreation  and  shortly  before  h.s  death, 
he  turned  over  to  the  library  of  the  Historical  Society  fourteen 
large  folio  scrap  books  filled  with  choice  clippings  and  notes  upon 
the  historv  of  Dakota  and  the  Northwest.  In  pi.rsuit  of  ^vestern 
historv,  he  joined  with  Hon.  Jacob  P.  Brower,  the  Mmneso  a  h.s_ 
torian,  in  the  exploration  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  valley  and,  with 
Brower,  traced  the  Father  of  ^^■aters  to  its  farthermost  fountam 
in  the  wilderness  fastnesses  above  Lake  Itasca  and  proved  the 
error  in  the  claims  of  Glazier  to  having  discovered  the  head  ot 
the  Mississippi.  ■  \ 

It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  lead  a  more  active  or 
more  useful  life  than  did  Dr.  Shanafelt  or  to  leave  behind  h.m  a 
more  honored  memory.  He  was  born  April  i,  1840,  was  marrie.,. 
to  Miss  Phoebe  Gilday,  of  Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania,  Octo.e. 
23  1866,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  one  son,  W  ilham  U 
who  is  connected  with  the  First  National  bank  ot  Detroit. 
Michi-an  He  died  at  Birmingham,  Michigan,  .\ugust  17th, 
1009  He  had  been  in  very  poor  health  for  two  or  three  years 
prior  to  his  death  which  fact  compelled  him  to  give  up  his  work 
m  South  Dakota.    The  immediate  cause  01  h.^  death  was  a  stroKe 


of  apoplexy,  which  came  upon  him  two  day,  belor^  the  end. 
The  funeral  services  were  held,  in  the  Baptist  church  of  Birm- 
ingham, Fridav,  August  20th,  at  3  p.  m. 

Rev  C  E.  Conlev,  Editor  of  the  Michigan  Christian  Herald, 
took  charge  of  the  services.  There  were  prcent  besides  Mr. 
Conley,  Rev.  J.  S.  Boyden,  of  Kalama.,,o;  R.-.  John  M,-ahew= 
of  Royal  Oak.  Rev.  W.  L.  Riley,  pastor  of  the  I-erry  Ave.  Baptis 
Church  of  Detroit  and  Rev.  T.  K.  Tyson,  of  l-troit,  District 
Secretarv  of  the  Home  Mission  Society  for  Ohio,  besides  Mr. 
C  W  Pickell.  representing  the  North  Baptist  chu.ch  ot  l^troit, 
of  which  Dr.  Shanafelt  and  Mrs.  Shanafelt  were  members  dur- 
ing  their  residence  in  that  city. 

'  All  of  these  brethem  took  part  in  the  exercises.  Naturally 
they  were  of  a  reminiscent  character,  all  of  them  having  known 
Dr.  Shanafelt  many  years  ago.  The  choir  rendered  beautifu 
and  appropriate  music,  singing,  "Some  time  well  Understand  and 
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"The  Christian's  Good  Xight"  ''Servant  of  God,  well  done," 
"Thy  will  be  done."  The  last  named  was  a  solo  by  ^Nlrs.  Nora 
Hunt,  of  Jackson.  A  beautiful  rainbow  appeared  as  the  cortege  left 
the  church.  The  casket  was  drapped  with  the  American  Flag, 
a  beautiful  one  owned  by  Dr.  Shanafelt's  son  and  especially 
prized  by  the  Doctor.  Besides  the  casket  was  laden  with  beautiful 
floral  tributes.  He  was  buried  just  before  sunset  in  Roseland 
cemetry,  about  four  miles  southeast  of  Birmingham.  The  remains 
were  escorted  to  the  church  by  a  detail  from  the  G.  A.  R.  post 
of  Birmingham.  , 


JOSKPII  M.  GREEN 

A  Charter  Member  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society  of  South  Dakota.  Born 
in  Ireland  in  1848.  Resided  in  Cham- 
berlain South  Dakota  29  years.  Died 
July  5  1909. 

A  soldier  of  the  Rebellion  serving  in 
the  2nd  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Member  of  the  First  State  Legisla- 
ture. 

Chairman  Republican  State  Central 
Committee  1892-1894. 

National  Republican  Committeeman 
1906-1909 

He  left  a  bequest  of  $5,000  to  the 
poor  of  Brule  County  to  be  administered 
by  the  Masonic  orders. 
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CAPITAL  AND  CAPITOL  HISTORY  OF 
SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
The  Capital  and  Capitol  history  of  South  Dakota  forms  an 
interesting  chapter  in  our  progress  and  it  is  the  purpose  to  gather 
in  this  volume  the  material  which  surrounds  the  several  attempts 
at  capital  location  and  capitol  building  from  the  earliest  settle- 
ment until  the  final  location  at  Pierre  was  ratified  by  a  vote  of 
the  people  in  1904  and  a  new  capitol  was  erected  and  finally  dedi- 
cated to  its  uses  on  June  30th,  1910. 

From  the  establishment  of  Ft.  Teton  at  the  mounth  of  the  Bad 
river  upon  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Ft.  Pierre  in  the  year 
181 7  until  old        Pierre  was  abandoned  by  the  government  forty 
years  later,  the  virtual  capital  of  the  Dakota  country  was  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Alissouri  river  within  the  morning  shadow  of 
the  present  splendid  siatehousc.     There  the  Commandant  of  the 
post  was  the, supreme  ruler  of  the  land.    Living  in  a  somewhat 
savage  splendor;  dispensing  justice  in  a  crude  way,  holding  the 
lives  of  the  whites  and  Indians   arbitrarily '  at  his  mercy,  the 
burgeois  was  a  political  necessity  growing  out  of  the  conditions 
then  existing  in  the  Indian  county  far  remote  from  all  civilized 
law,  legal   jurisdiction,   courts   or   rulers.     Perhaps   nothing  in 
American  history  is  more  interesting  or  more  picturesque  than 
the  arbitrary  administration  of  law  and  justice  by  these  self .  con- 
situated  rulers  of  the  frontier.    It  is  not  the  province  of  this  paper 
to  go  into  the  details  of  these  administrations  but  only  to  note 
the  facts  that  the  center  of  government,  the  capital,  was  by  com- 
mon understanding  and  consent,  located  at  the  several  trading 
po~sts  in  and  about  Fort  Pierre,  known  respectively  as  Fort  Teton, 
1817-1822,  Fort  Tecumseh,  1822-1832,  Fort  Pierre,  1832-1857.  . 

In  1857  a  new  propaganda  arose.  ]^Iinnesota  was  about  to 
become  a  state.  At  St.  Paul  was  a  large  number  of  enterprising 
men  who  had,  in  one  position  or  another,  been  connected  with 
the    Minnesota  .Territorial    government,    from    whom  ,  they  had 
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earned  both  honors  and  emoluments.    They  had  held  office  from 
subordinate  places  to  the  governorship;  they  had  been  contractors 
for  the  various  supplies  needed  by  the  Territorial  government 
and  for  the  Indian  posts;  they  had  found  the  pubhc  pnntmg  a 
fat  contract  and  they  were  not  slow  to  understand  that  with 
the  admission  of  Minnesota,  a  new  Territory  would  necessarily  be 
formed  from  that  portion  of  Minnesota  Territory  lymg  west  of 
its  western  state  line.    Consequently,  two  years  prior  to   he  ad- 
mission of  Minnesota,  they  organized  the  Dakota  Land  Com- 
panv  at  St.  Paul,  having  in  view  the  securing  of  all  ot  the  teas.ble 
townsites  in  the  Dakota  country  and  of  establishing  themselves 
at  the  most  eligible  of  these  where  they  hoped  to  locate  the  capital, 
secure  for  themselves  and  their  friends  the  renumerative  offices 
and  the  more  remunerative  public  contracts.    They  sent  out  their 
spies  to  reconnoiter  the  land  and  discover  prospective  townsites 
at  various  points  along  the  Sioux,  the  Missouri,  the  James  and 
other  streams  in  Dakota  country  and  in  the  spring  ot  1857,  witU 
a  considerable  force,  went  out  aud  made  locations.  Governor 
Medarv  of  Minnesota  was  at  the  head  of  the  enterprise  and  he 
had  as'sociated  with  him  a  large  number  of  capable  and  energetic 
men     The  National  Government  at  this  period  was  Democratic 
and  tire  promoters  of  the  Dakota  Land  Company  were  astute 
Demorcratic  politicians  and  the  ramifications  of  their  mfluence 
extended  thru  manv  of  the  more  influential  eastern  states  and  di- 
rectlv  into  the  Whit,  House  and  they  had  every  reason  to  assume 
that'  when  Dakota  Territory  was  created  and  organized,  that 
thev  and  their  friends,  would  be  in  complete  control  of  the  situa- 
tion'   Big  Siou.K  county,  Minnesota  Territory,  was  duly  created 
and  organized  bv  Governor  Medary  to  embrace  the  section  coin- 
»  prehended  within  the  present  Minnehaha  county.  South  Dakota 
and  the  offices  were  filled  with  the  members  of  the  Dakota  Land 
Company.    From  the  first,  Sioux  Falls  was  determined  on  as  the 
capital  of  the  new  Territory  and  was  so  proclaimed  by  its  founders. 
Promptlvupon  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Mi'>>'-'>'^y."  ^P^";^ 
of  18  8' the  Hoard  of  County  Commis<i.>ners  of  T.ig  Sioux  county 
apnoititer  .Mpheus  G.  Fuller  to  represent  that  portion  ol  Mmne- 
ota  Territorv  Iving  west  of  the  state  of  Minnesota  m  Congress, 
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and  pending  an  election,  this  Board  of  Commissioners  exercised 
a  'sort   of   emergency    Territorial    government    for    the  Dakota 
region;  in  fact,  there  was  but  a  handful  of. men  residing  in  the 
Sioux  valley  and  government  at  best  was  but  a  nominal  affair. 
In  the  fall  of  1858  an  election  was  held,  a  Legislature  and  Terri- 
torial  officiers   chosen,   and   a  complete   government  established 
at  the  capital  at  the  falls  of  the  Big  Sioux.  ^  At  this  time  there 
occured  in  National  politics  a  revolution  upon  which  the  Dakota 
boomers  had  not  counted  and  which  caused  the  most  of  their  well- 
laid  plans  to  miscarry.     In  a  night,  as  it  were,  a  new  National 
political  party  had  sprung  up  and  at  the  election  of  1858,  had 
actually  chosen  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Congress  and  the  Democratic  politicians  of  Dakota,  to  their  dis- 
may, found  their  influence  at  A\'ashington  of  no  avail.     In  the 
meantime,  a  thin  thread  of  settlement  had  scattered  along  the 
Missouri  river  from  Sioux  City  to  Fort  Randall ;  at  the  latter 
place  there  was  quite  a  colony  of  civilians  about  the  military  post. 
Capitan  John  ,Blair  Smith  Todd,  a  man  of  large  ability,  had  re- 
signed from  the  regular  Army  and  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade 
and  had  established  stores  at  every  convenient  point  from  Sioux 
City  to  Randall,  the  chief  of  which  was  located  at  Yankton.  Todd 
possessed  influential  political  connectitnis  throughout  the  east  and  he 
at  once  became  a  formidable  rival  to  the  ent<:rprising  promoters 
on  the  Sioux.    For  two  years  thereafter,  there  was  carried  on  a 
tremendous  contest  between  the  two  interests,  the  prize  at  stake 
being  the  location  of  the  Territorial  capital  and  and  the  control  of 
the  Territorial  patronage.  Tho  seriously  inconvenienced  by  the  poli- 
tical revolution  of  1858.  the  Sioux  Falls  men  did  not  give  up  hope 
until  the  election  of  Lincoln  in  the  fall  of  i860,  then  they  realized 
that  a  further  struggle  was  futile.     Captain  Todd  was  a  cousin 
of  Mrs.   Abraham  Lincoln   and   in  those  days  nepotism   was  a 
greater  influence  in  affairs  than   in  more  recent  years  and  tho 
the  Democrats  made  a  great  eft'ort  to  get  the  Territory  created 
in  time  that  Buchanan  might  All  the  offices  and  locate  the  capital, 
the  Republican  house  was  ahle  to  hold  the  matter  in  abeyance 
until  the  second  of  March.   iSOr,  before  the  Dakota  bill  became 
a  law,  and  it  was  one  of  the  first  duties  devolving  upon  Presi- 
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dent  Lincola  to  appoint  the  officers  and  organize  the  Te-itor^^ 
of  Dakota.    In  this  business  the  :ufluence  ot  Capta.u  lodd  .       ,,. . 
supreme  and  thereafter  there  was  no  question  ^vhatever  that  the 
cap  taT  would  go  to  the  Missouri  and  very  little  questton  that  tt  ,  ; 
IS  be  established  at  Yankton.     President  Linco  n  appointed    .  . 
Is  Govenror  of  Dakota  Territory  his  neighbor  and  J-.ly  ph  s^- 
cian  Dr.  William  Jayne,  a  cultured  young  cmzen  of  Sprmgheld 
Illinois,  and  in  him  was  vested,  by  law    the  absolute  power 
fix  and  determine  the  temporary  seat  °  V'"".?T    Le    -  at 
Territorial  business   should  be  conducted  untd  _  the   Legi.latt  c 
should  -proceed  to  locate  and  establish  the  seat  ot  government  to 
■said  territory  at  such  place  as  they   may   deent  eligible. 
do»s  not  appear  that  the  Sioux  Falls  promoters  ever  deemea  it 
trth  .vhile  to  even  request  Governor  Jayne  to  establish  the  ten. 
norary  seat  of  government  at  that  point  ^vhe^e,  irom  May  185b 
uTthe  organization  of  the  territory,  there  had  Ijeen  ma.ntauij^ 
a  provisional  territorial  government  where  the  legislature  h  d  tMc 
asLiibled    and    whatever    of    general    government    existed  had 
been  maintained.    NMien  the  territory  ^'f^'^x)^ 
million  and  Bon  Homme,  points  at  uhich  Captain  Todd  had  eon- 
s  d  rable  interests,  were  hopeful  of  securing  fhe  capital,  but  when 
?rrnor    Ivne  did  come  out  to  the  Territory  in  the  early  summer 
of  1861    iie  proceeded  directly  to  Yankton  as  it  is  had  been  sO 
:  n:inat;d  in'the  bond,  set  up  his  governmeiit  J^^^^^ 
vened  the  first  Legislature  to  meet  there  on  .  ^^^r 

186-     The  paper  next  follo\ving,  wruten  by  the  Hon  George 
W    Kin<.sbury    then,  as  now,  a  citizen  of  Yanktr.n,  tells  m  11- 
er-esdj  detail  of  the  events  surrouu.ling  the  establishment  ot  the 
permanent  seat  of  government  there  by  the  hrst  Legislature. 

.     '  HOW  Y.WKON  lUvC.VME  Till'  C.\PIT.VL.  ■ 

GEOKCE  \V.  KlXGSBfRV.  ■  . 

There  was  nothing  scandalous  connected  witli  the  location' of 
the  capital  of  Dakota  Territory  at  Yankton  in  1862  at  the  time 
.vhen  Ihe  organization  of  the  Territory  may  be  said  to  have  been 
completed.  Th.re  were  incidents  connected  with  the  '^S-l^';- 
ceedings  had  up.m  the  passage  of  the  law  that  at  the  tune  attracted 
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considerable  attention,  but  notbing  in  the  nature  of  bribery  or 
other  unseemly  practice. 

The  location  of  the  Capital  at  Yankton  was  determined  upon 
when  Mr.  Lincoln  appointed  the  federal  officials.    Getieral  Todd, 
who  claimed  the  townsite  of  Yankton,  was  a  cousin  of  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  relationship  enabled  him  to 
secured  the  favor  of  the  president  and  his  influence  with  the  new 
Territorial   Federal   officials.     Tlie   C.onera!   made  no   effort  to 
control  any  appointment,  but  he  doubtless  received  his  share  of 
recognition  in  an  assurance  that  the  appointees  would  be  friendly 
to  his  chosen  Capital  location.    ^Ve  are  warranted  in  taking  this 
view  from  the  fact  that  all  the  Territr.rial  officers  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln,  came  direct  to  Yankton  upon  their  first  visit 
to  the  Territory.    There  had  been  no  understanding  among  them 
that  ^^-ould  have  directed  them  to  one  common  center,  for  the\- 
were  strangers  to  one  another  when  they  arrived  in  the  Territory 
and  met  for  the  first  time  on  Dakota  soil.    They  came,  each  from 
a  different   state,   and   they  came   sin.gly,   some   by  steam-boat, 
some  bv  militarv  ambulance,  some  by  private  conveyances.  It 
did  not'transpire  that  anv  came  with  o.x  team  or  on  foot,  but  they 
seemed  to  have  been  semi-ofticially  notified  that  when  they  reached 
Dakota  all  roads  would  lead  them  tf>  Yankton. 

Yankton  possessed  no  accommodations  for  these  officers  save 
a  roof  to  cover  and  an  abundance  of  exceUent  Missouri  river 
catfidi  but  no  other  town  possessed  any  l)etter,  and,  with  the  ex- 
;eption  of  Vermillion,  none  could  ecpial  the  Queen  city  at  that 
time  of  the  Strike-the-Ree- Valley. 

The  governor  came  and  found  accommodations  m  a  log 
cabin^possiblv  we  ought  call  that  structure  the  first  capitol  build- 
ing in  Dakota.  '  From  this  humble  structure  he  issued  his  procla- 
mations and  announced  the  appointment  of  his  census  supervisors 
and  enumerators  and  did  whatever  the  Organic  Act  required  of 
him  of  the  prelimiarv  work  of  organization.  The  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral came  and  secured  quarters  in  a  store  building  on  the  river 
bank  under  the  same  roof  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory, 
who  put  up  with  the  rear  end  of  the  room,  having  nothing  to 
do  and  no  need  for  much  floor  space,  being  a  small  man.  The 
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Chief  Justice  was  taken  in  by  a  kind  hearted  citizen  on  the  edge 
of  what  is  now  tlte  city,  .vho  lixed  up  a  lodging  place  for  the 
dignified  jun,t  and  fed  him  on  the  best  the  market  afforded. 
This  was  the  situation  and  who  shall  say  that  the  Capital  was 
not  already  located?    Who  directed  the  steps-  of  all  these  public 
servants  to  Yankton  from  Illinois,  from  Kansas,  from  lennessee, 
from  Michigan,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Maine.  Missouri  and  Mary- 
land'   Thev  tmdoubtedlv  received  their  marching  orders  from  the 
appointing  '  power    through    its    cabinet    ministers.     ^^  e  might 
claim  that  this  much  accomplished,  the  Capital  location  was  no 
langer  open  to  contest,  and  in  fact,  this  proved  to  be  the  case, 
but  there  remained  tlie  requirement  of  the  Organic  Act  to  be 
complied  with  which  gave  to  the  first  Legislature  .the  power  to 

locate  the  Capital.  „  -^.,1 

Now  connected,  though  somewhat  remotely,  with  the  Capital 
location   was   the   Governor's   proclamation   mapping   the  great 
Terntorv  off  into  Council  and  Representative  districts,  prepara- 
tory to  'the  election  of  a  Legislature.    If  we  should  undertake  to 
show  accurately  where  the  district  boundaries  were  drawn  it  would 
take  up  too  much  of  ^.nir  valuable  .pace.'  but  as  they  will  be 
referred  to  hereafter,  it  may  be  well  to  simply  state  that  the,  be- 
.an  at  the  Missouri  river  and  terminated  on  the  International 
boundary  line  4C«  nules  to  the  north.    The  ftr^t  ;n- 
stance  embraced  the  entire  Big  Sioux  and  Red  River  \  all.  .  , 
the  second  embraced  a  strip  east  of  the  Vermillion  river,  ad- 
ioinin-   of  course,  the  western  boundary  of  the  first ;  the  third 
.   district' began  at  the  VerniilUon  and  came  west  half  way  acro.ss 
the   Vermillion   bottom;   then   came   the   fourth   which  ool 
Yankton  and  covered  the  country  ten  miles  west;  then  the  h,d 
yyhich   was  the  Bon   Homme   district;   and   'f-;'"^  ^'-t  e 
sixth  which  covered  the  present  cotmty  ot  Charles  Mix.  I  ort 
Randall  and  Ponca  Agency,  (or  Mixville)  which  points  were  in 
fhT  present  county  of  Gregory.    There  were  two  represeiuat.v 
districts  not  enumerated  here  but  they  are  not  -^^'^^^  ' 
first  I  eo-i.lature  was  limited  to  nine  councilmen  and  tiurteen  re 
p   sen;t;S  the  Governor  was  able  to  give  to  each  distr^t  wo 
councilmen  and  two  representatives,  except  the  third,  fitth  and 
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•  which  hid  to  be  satisfied  with  one  member  of  the  tipper 
hf ;  wMe  t  representatives,  .ere  more  iiberally  bestowed 
A    this        vr  tten  Lm  memory,  the  writer  will  not  guaran  ee 

1        tli.>  fir^t  I  e-^-i-  ature  and  enteiecl  a  coniebL 
Pembma  appeared  at  the  tir^t  i.e^^ui  ^ 

for 'the  seat  of  councihuan  P>rookmo-s  oi  bioux  i^aU.. 

?  etiislature  was  chosen  at  the  election  called  u.  .eptem 
,861,  and  the  members  elected  assembled  at  ^^  J^^ 
^yt■n    1862,  and  organized  the  fir.t  Leg-.slature.    Ihcrc  ^.e  e 
ities  in  those  days,  bn.  as  we  would  designate  ^^^^ 

DeuerWe!     -.ImllL:  Enos  Stntsman- and  Downer  T,.  Bramble 
^anSon;  Tohn  H.  Shober.  Bon  Homme:  and  J.  Shaw,  Gregory, 
MixviUe  Ponca  Agency,  (Gregory  county.) 
"  lite  House  ntembers   were  Chris   Maloney  and  John  Mc- 

Bride   Unon:  George  P.  Waldron,  Siou.K  Falls;  Hug.  S.  Don 
A       Ped  River-  \  W  Pnott  and  Lyman  Burgess,  VermdUon, 

1   Ar    K     \rmstrone,   Yankton;   George    U.  Fniney 
r^rW^L'  -i:  Homme:  John  Tiernon,  Mi.viUe  (Fort 

Yari^ton  influence  ruled  the  roost  when  the  Legislature  met 
and  12  the  presiding  officers  were  given  to  Bon  Hontttte  count  , 
Shober  being  made  President  of  the  Councd  and  Putney  Speake: 
■  the  Houte.    This  was  in  accord  with  an  understandmg  that 

Bo    HoLtte  should  stand  by  YanUton  for  the  Capita  ocaUon 
^     The  only  open  opposition  to  Yhnkton  at  the  tmte  came  Irom  Ve 
LLn,^.!  point  was  also  clannant  for  CaP.U    -,0,^  On  tl. 
Ki-  o-  of  the  I  co-islature,  however,  in  fact  the  ver)  day  oi 
ffllotd  g  tlt^eeting'two  of  the  most  prontinent  men  cc. 
rcted\Sh  the^ld  SiouK  Falls  settlement  f    58   appeared  n 

rsJ:^-r?sitt=^^rvin.but 
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as  nothing  resulted  from  their  sojourn  it  is  surmised  that  they 
came  to  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  that  might  be  pre- 
sented in  the  course  of  events.  They  had  been  tauglit  in  the 
school  of  discretion,  and  though  afterward  abiding  for  years 
in  Yankton,  thev  never  disclosed  the  purpose  of  their  vigil  dur- 
ing the  first  Legislature.  But  the  course  of  Representative  W  al- 
dron  of  Sioux  Falls,  during  the  proceedings,  would  indicate  that 
he  was  working  in  harmony  witl,  the  old  guard  who  were  _  dis- 
pensing hospitality  at  their  rooms  in  the  Ash  hotel. 

The  story  of  the  contest  in  the  Legislature  over  the  location 
is  rather  long  and  not  interesting  to  the  lay  reader  as  officially 
reported     This  sketch  will  not  attempt  to  give  it.    Suffice  it  that 
Councilman   Stutsman,  of  Yankton,   on   the   nth   day   ot  Ses.- 
sion  introduced  a  bill  "to  locate  the  scat  of  Government  of  Dakota 
Territory"  at  Yankton.    It  was  read  twice,  referred  to  the  commi- 
tee  on  Territorial  affairs,  reported  favorably,  on  the  13th  da>, 
taken   up  for  third   reading,   when    Mr.   Boyle,   of  Vermillion, 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  'Yankton'  and  inserting  -Ver- 
million'    The  amendment  was  lo.n  and  tilt-  bill  was  then  passed 
by  the  following  vote:-Ayes,  Messrs.  Hramble.  Brookings ;  Cole, 
Stutsman  and  Mr.  President,   (Shober).  ^  Xoes,  Messrs.  Boyle 
and  Betts  of  Vermillion;  not  voting  Messrs.  Deuel  of  ^\  est  Ver- 
million and  Gregory  of  the  6th  district,  (MixviUe). 

The  bill  was  then  transmitted  to  the  House,  where  Armstrong 
called  it  up  and  on  the  18th  day  it  was  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  with  Puett  of  Vermillion  in  the  Chair.  Speaker 
Pinney  thus  disclosed  his  hand  in  selecting  the  Vermillion  man  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  he  did  not  leave 
any  room  for  doubting  his  atlitu<le  f-r  lie  straightway  took  tne 
lead  on  the  floor,  and  moved  an  anien.lment  to  the  bill  to  strike 
out  -Yankton'  and  insert  'Bon  Homme'  wliich  was  lost  f^ve  to 
eight  Donaldson,  Puett,  Waldron.  \V<xk1  and  Pinney  voting  for 
it  Pinney  then  moved  to  strike  out  -Yankton'  and  instert  'Ver- 
million'  which  was  adopted  >even  to  .ix.  Burgess,  Donaldson, 
Tacobson,  Puett,  Waldron,  Wood  and  Pinney  voting  affirma- 
tively The  Committee  arose  but  made  no  report  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  Armstrong  called   the  matter  up  and  moved  that 
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the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Counties  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  'VermilUon'  and  insert  'Yankton'.  Speaker 
Pinnev  ruled  that  a  motion  to  instruct  violated  the  rules:  Arm- 
strong appealed  from  this  decision,  and  was  sustained  by  a  vote 
of  lo  to  3,  which  was  unaccountable  under  the  circumstances. 
This  was  followed  by  considerable  skirmishing,  and  as  we  view 
it  to  day,  the  leaders  didn't  know  exactly  what  to  do.    Parlia-  . 
mentarians  were  few  and  the  two  or  three  who  had  a  smatter- 
ing of  the  law   indisposed   to  push   matters.     It   would  seem 
that  Pinnev's  purpose  was  to  ^muddle^  the  matter-get  it  in  an  m- 
extricable  position ;   and   Armstrong,    who  had  never  had  any 
legislative  experience,  but  was  a  very  intelligent  and  competent 
mtn,  felt  like  a  'tender  foot'  and  though  he  had  gained  a  signal 
victory  in  carrying  through  his  appeal  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with  it.     The  anti-Yankton  meml>€rs  tried  to  adjourn,  but 
the  House  refused,  and  finally  consented  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Counties.    Tiernon.  strong  friend  of  Yankton,  was 
Chairman  of  this  Committee,  and  reported  the  bill  the  next  day, 
'Vermillion-  striken  out  and  'Yankton'  inserted,  but  the  Speaker 
refused  to  receive  the  report  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  m 
order  and  in  violation  of  the  rules.    Armstrong  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  and  the  reception  of  tlie  report,  which  motion  the 
Speaker  ruled  'out  of  order.'    Finally,  the  bill  seems  to  have  been 
brought  before  the  House,  placed  on  its  tmal  passage,  with  Ver- 
million' on  top,  and  the  remarkable  feature  of  the  vote  was  its 
unanimity,   even  the   Yankton   members   voting   for  Vermillion. 
There  was  probably  some  plan  in  this  vote;  but  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
cern it  at  this  distance  from  the  time  of  action. 

'  Of  Mr.  Pinnev,  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  a  remarkable 
young  man  of  twentv-nine  years.  He  was  a  scholarly  fellow,  and 
■  iie  had  the  flashing  eyes  pf  genius.  In  general  ability  he  ^vas 
more  than  the  peer  of  any  of  his  associates,  and  he  felt  it.  He 
seemed  to  court  a  contest,  and  was  that  sort  of  man  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  who  would  keep  all  the  others  uneasy  and  guessing. 
A  harmless  motion  to  adjourn  from  him  would  arouse  suspic- 
ion. The  members  would  inquire  of  one  another  'What's  up 
now?'  and  Pinney  appeared  to  enjoy  his  distinction  as  a  trouble 
maker.  • 
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The  Capital  bill  was  returned  to  the  council  as  amended  was 
given  immediate  consideration.    By  a  vote  of  six  to  two,  Deuel 
not  voting,  the  Council  refused  to  concur,  and  instructed  tts  Sec-  . 
retary  to  notifv  the  House  of  its  action.     Now   whatever  had 
transpired  to  change  the  sentiment  of  the  House  from  the  tm.e 
the  bill  left  that  body  for  the  Council  and  was  returned  to  it,  we 
are  at  loss  to  conjecture,  but  on  tts  return,  and  reconsideratton, 
'Vermillion-  was  stnken  cut  and  -Yauktou"  inserted  without  any 
show  of  opposition,  only  tv.'O  votes.  I'uett  and  NValdrou,  being 
civen  in  the  negative.    Waldron  and  th.e- old  Sioux  Falls  veterans 
It  their  headquarters  in  the  -Xsh  Ik.-.,  seer,  to  have  been  im- 
placeable.  But  the  bill  was  passed  on  the  alnrmative  vote  ot  all  mem- 
bers except  that  Vermillion  did  noi  vote  and  Puett  voted  No.  Ihe 
bill  was  passed  on  Saturdav,  April  5^1..  and  approved  the  toUow- 
ing  Tuesday,  and  Yankton  -Wa..  out  of  the  woods.     Ihe  law  wa, 
a  brief  one  and  is  given  here:— 

.      'An  act  to  locate  the  seat  of  Governmeut  of  Dakota  1  erritory. 
BE  IT  EX.VCTED  1!V  THE  TERRITORY  OF  D.VKcnW: 

\ssemblv  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota. 
.  '  Section  'l  That  the  seat  of  Go.vernmeiit  of  the  Territory  ot 
Dakota  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  loocated  and  established,  m  a 
central  part  of  the  town  of  Yankton,  on  Section  eighteen  m  town- 
ship ninety-three,  north  Range  fifty-five,  west  of  the  t^lt.eth  pnu- 
cipal  meridan,  in  the  county  of  Yankton.  _ 

Section  2.  This  act  ,^tall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  troni  and 
after  its  passage  and  approval  by  the  Governor. 

Approved  April  8,  1862.  ;  ■;  ^^^^^^^ 

/; ;   ■  Governor." 

^  ■  '  A  careful  reading  of  tlie  proceedings  will  show  that  at  no 
time  was  there  anv  chance  for  Vermillion  to  win.  the  Council 

.  bein-  ^ix  to  three  and  probably  seven  to  two  in  tavor  ot  \ank- 
ton  ^ior  Deuel  would  have  voted  for  the  latter  had  bis  vote  been 
needed  Brookings  was  believed  to  be  above  suspici.m  on  general 
principle^,  but  had  he  been  induced  to  desert,  there  stood  Mc- 
Petrid-e  of  Red  River,  who  claimed  his  seat  and  had  the  reputed 
vote  to 'sustain  his  claim.     Mr.    Br.K.kings  never  evinced  the 
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Slightest  desire  to  provoke  the  animosity  of  the  majority  of  the 

Council.  .  St,  t 

Speaker  Pinnev's  course  was  something  of  an  enigma.  About 
the  onlv  rational  explanation  of  his  conduct  was  that  he  believed 
he  could  force  a  split  that  would  prevent  any  location  and  by 
siding  with  Vermillion  he  could  put  himself  at  the  head  ot  a 
strong  faction  that  would  back  him  in  the  race  for  Congress.  An 
election  would  be  hel.l  the  same  year,  and  it  would  require  but 
a  few  hundred  votes  to  elect.    Pinney  was  a  man  ot  'towering 
ambition'  but  was  not  a  sagacious  politician,  still,  with  the  tnend- 
sh.p  of  Vermillion  an<l  his'  hold  upon  Bon  Homme  county,  his 
chances  would  have  been  fair  had  he  been  able  to  carry  through  the 
prehmiarv  part  of  his  programme.    This  contest  was  not  tainted 
with  anv  charge  of  bribery.     In  fact,  there  was  no  money  to 
bribe  with  ;  Uncle  Sam  owned  the  townsite  so  that  town  lots  could 
not  have  been  paid  out  for  votes,  and  more  than  this,  there 
was  not  the  least  necessity  for  resorting  to  such  means.  The 
only  matter  approaching  -undue  influence'  was  the  enactment  by 
the  Legislature  at  a  later  day  of  a  law  establishing  the  Lniversity 
at  Vermillion  and  the  penitattiary  at  Bon  Homme,  but  this  might 
have  followed  disconnected  with  the  Capital  question. 

At  one  time  during  the  exciting  procedings  in  the  House, 
Speaker  Pinnev  procured  from  the  Governor  an  order  for  a  squad 
of  soldiers  to  be  stationed  in  die  Hall  of  Representatives  to  pre- 
serve order,  prevent  riot,  and  protect  the  speaker.  This  was 
done  and  created  intense  indignation.  The  outrage  was  subsequently 
investigated  bv  the  Council  and  while  the  Governor  was  ex- 
onerated, having  responded  to  a  written  request  trom  Speaker 
Pinney,  the  latter  was  denounced. 

The  dav  following  the  passage  of  the  Capital  bill.  Mr. 
Pinnev  resigned  the  Speakership.  There  appears  to  have  been 
no  opposition  to  this  step,  but  the  resignation  was  accei.tcd  by  a 
unanimous  viva  voce  vote.  Still,  Pinney,  was  accor<led  the  honor 
of  nominating  Mr.  Tiernon  as  his  successor  and  the  latter  gentle- 
man was  chosen  without  a  dis.senting  vote.  .  Some  unpleasantness 
had  been  created  and  Pinney  was  compelled  to  suffer  the  reproaches 
of  some  of  his  friends  and  the  hostitlity  of  a  number  ot  \ank- 
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Washington  adversely  to  TgXC^  interest.    The  decision  in  the 
case,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  rendered  until  some 
months  after  the  close  of  that  memorable  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  no  one  at  this  time  can  recall  any  connection  between 
the  contest  and  General  lodd's  unlooked  for  action.  Wliai.ever 
may   have   incited   the   General   to   it,    the   record    show^  that 
on  Chirstmas  Day,  i8^')6.  he  called  Mr.  Austin  of  Clay  county 
to  the  Speaker's  chair  and  taking  the  floor,  served  notice  thai,  on 
a  future  day  he  would  introduce  a  bill  to  remove  the  capital 
from  Yank-ton  to  some  other  point  in  the  Territory.    The  record  dis- 
closes no  further  action  in  the  promises  until  January  8th,  1867, 
when    calling    Franklin    Taylor,    the    Speaker    pro-tem    of  the 
House  to  the  chair,  he  introduced  House  File  No.  28,  providu^g 
for  the  removal  of  the  capital  from  Yankton  to  Bon  Homm-?,  and 
forthwith  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  that  the  bill 
be  given  its  first  and  second  reading. 

Hon.  Downer  T.  Bramble,  of  Yankton,  was  the  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Yankton  county  dcleo-ation  of  the  house  and  he  at  once 
began  a  filibuster  such  as  found  its  counterpart  in  two  or  three 
of'^the  recent  legislatures  of  the  state  of  South  Dakota  where  a 
similar  topic  was  under  consideration.  ^  He  promptly  moved  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed  and 
his  motion  was  as  promptly  tabled.     He  proposed  to  make  it 
a  special  order  for  the  .succeeding  4th  of  July  and  went  down 
under  an  overwhelming  majority.     He  tried  to  have  it  made  a 
special  order  for  the  next  Friday  (the  legislature  would  adjouiu 
sine  die  by  limitation  of  law  mi  Thursday  night).    He  moved  to 
strike  out'  Bon  Homme  and  insert  Vermillion.     He  made  vari- 
ous, other  motions,  appeal,   trom  the  rulings  of  the  chair,  etc., 
but  without  avail.    The  bill  received  its  first  and  second  reading 
an  on  the  next  day,  the  gth.  pa^^.ed  the  house  by  a  vote  of  seven- 
teen to  seven.     \\'hile  the  bill   was  pending  in   the  house  the 
Yankton  men  in  the  council  uere  w>i  idle.    On  the  day  on  which 
the  bill  went  to  final  pas.>age  Gorge  W.  Kingsbury  introduced 
a  resolution  in  the  council  r<-citing  that  a  bill  to  remove  the  caj^ital 
was  pending  in  the  house  an<l  "resolved  that  we  are  opposed  to 
any  cliange'^in  the  seat  of  guvi-rnment  oi  this  territory,  believing 
that  Yankton  is  the  mo>t  ceiUral.  convenient  and  desirable  point 
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that  can  be  selected."  :^Ir.  Turner,  who  was  of  the  Bon  Homme  party, 
raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  rcsoUition  must  go  ever  under 
the  rules,  but  the  president  of  the  council,  a  Yankton  man,  very 
promptly  ruled  the  point  not  well  taken.    Turner  appealed,  but 
the  chair  was  sustained,  and  the  test  vote  showed  that  the  council 
'Stood  eight  for  Yankton  to  five  for  removal.    The  house,  having 
passed  the  bill,  adjourned  while  the  council  was  still  in  session. 
Dr.  Frank  Wixson  was  the  chief  clerk  in  the  house,  a  Yankton 
man.    Intimation  of  the  action  of  the  council  having  come  to  the 
ears  of  General  Todd,  he  desired  to  delay  the  proceeding  until 
he  could  get  out  to  log-roll  the  council  a  bit,  but  \Mxson,  work- 
ing in  collusion  with  the  Yankton  men,  hastily  had  the  bill  en- 
.o-rossed  and  that  day,  the  council  remaining  in  session  for  the 
purpose,  messaged  the  bill  to  the  council  against  the  strong  pro- 
test of  the  speaker  of  the  house,    immediately  upon  its  receipt 
in  the  council  'Mr.  Kingsbury  moved  that  it  be  read  the  first  and 
second  times  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
the  Yankton  county  delegation.    His  motion  prevailed  and  Yank- 
ton had  possession  of  the  bill.    The  next  morning  when  the  house 
reconvened  General  Todd  again  k-ft  the  speaker's  chair  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution :    "Resoked,  that  the  chief  clerk 
be  requested  to  wait  on  the  honorable  council  and  request  the 
delivery  of  house  file  28,  as  the  same  has  been  transmitted  in  di- 
rect  violation   of   the  •  house   and   its   presiding   ofi^ccr."  Chief 
Clerk  Wixson  carried  this  resolution  down  to  the  council,  where- 
upon 'Mr.  Kingsbury  moved  that  the  secretary  of  the  council  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  house  that  "the  bill,  the  rt-turn  of  which 
has  been  requested  b}   tiic  house,  has  been  referred  to  a  special 
committee  of  the  council  and  will  l)c  returned  to  the  house  after  the 
report  of  the  said  committee."    Mr.  Turner  filibustered  the  pass- 
age of  this  motion  a  1)it.  Init  only  succeeded  in  having  it  copper 
riveted  by  the  addition.  *'and  final  action  of  the  council  has  l)een 
taken."    Later  that  day  Mr.  Kingsbury  from  the  special  committee, 
made  his  report  on  the  bill  as  follows:   "Your  county  delegation, 
to  whom  was  referred  house  file  X(\  28.  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  respectfully  report  that  the  said  document  ap- 
pears to  have  been  carefully  prepared  by  some  enemy  of  the  pre- 
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sent  capital  of  Dakota,  with  the  design  merely  of  injuring  the  pros- 
perity of  the  said  city,  but  with  no  intention  of  carrying  out  the 
malicious  design  as  intimated  in  the  caption  of  said  document. 
The  author  of  the  same  has  omitted  the  enacting  clause,  which 
is  neccessary  to  give  any  force  or  effect  to  any  bill;  and,  judging 
from   the  subject  matter  of  the  document  under  consideration, 
we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  some  evil  disposed  person 
has  sought  to  impose  upon  this  legislative  assembly,  merely  for 
the  gratification  of  malice  or  prejudice,  and  having  no  regard 
whatever  for  the  general  interests  of  our  territory.    Your  commit- 
tee recommend  that  the  said  document  l^e  rejected.''    The  report 
was  signed  bv  George  \\".  Kingsburw  Alpheus  G.  Fuller  and  Abra- 
ham Van  Osdel.     The  report  was  adopted  with  hut  one  dis- 
senting vote,  that  of  Canute  Weeks,  of  Clay  county,  and  so  the 
Capital  for  the  time  being  remained  in  A^ankton.  However,  Gen- 
eral Todd  did  not  end  his  fight  there,  but  on  the  next  day  of  thi 
session  introduced  a  resolution  which  prevaik-d  in  the  house  d/ 
a  vote  of  seventeen  to  six,  severely  criticising  the  action  of  the 
•council  in  passing  the  resolution  of  the  uth  as  "'anticipatory  of  the 
final  action  of  this  house  upon  a  bill  before  it  and  was  calculated 
to  undulv  influence  or  intimidate  the  opinion  of  its  members,  thus 
imposing  upon  the  rights  of,  dignities  and  franchises  of  the  House, 
violating   its   privileges,   and   unwarrantably   and  unparlimentary 
'interfering  with  its  prerogatives." 


re:moval  of  the  capital  to  bis^^iarck. 

W.  H.  it.  Beaolk,  LL.  D. 
When  William  Jaync.  appointed  by  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
first  Governor  of  Dakota  Territory,  reached  the  scene  of  his 
duties  he  was  empowered  by  law  to  name  some  place*  as  the 
temporary  capital  of  the  newly  created  government  and  he  de- 
signated Yankton  as  the  place.  There  the  first  legislative  as- 
semblv  met  on  the  i/th  day  of  March,  1862.  This  selection  was 
confirmed  and  ratified  by  act  of  the  first  legislature  after  •  a 
vigorous  and  ck^se  struggle  tlie  features  of  which  have  l)ee.n  often 
exaggerated  for  political  reasons,  but  as  one  fruit  of  the  contest 
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Vermillion   secured   the   location   of   the   University   which  re- 
mains there  in  the  prosperity  of  statehood. 

At  Yankton  the  Capital  remained  through  fifteen  sessions 
of  the  legislature  by  the  last  of  which  it  was  removed  to  Bis- 
marck. Why?  It  might,  but  will  not  be  made  a  long  story. 
The  Territory  had  a  vast  area  and  its  capital  was  near  the  south- 
east corner.  When  railroads  penetrated  many  parts  and  a  score  of 
ambitious  towns  arose,  each  as  big  and  hopeful  as  any  other,  the 
change  must  come.  The  three  years  before  1883  brought  this  coa- 
dition.  There  were  other  exciting  causes.  Many  fights  over 
county  seat  locations  and  some  fierce  struggles  over  subsequent 
changes  in  some  of  these  were  a  fit  training  school.  More  than 
that,  the  capital  was  held  responsible  for  all  weakness  that  was 
inherent  in  a  territorial  form  of  government  which  had  no  estab- 
lished system  such  as  a  constitution  gives.  The  revenues  were 
small  and  inadequate  to  the  demands.  New  officials  came  often^ 
freshly  appointed  by  the  president  from  various  states  and  lacked 
the  local  interest  and  loyalty  earlier  ones  had  held  or  acquired. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  delegate  to  Congress  was  chosen  from 
other  towns  in  every  case.  Armstrong  w-as  the  last  from  Yank-' 
ton  in  1872.  It  then  went  to  A'ermillion,  to  Sioux  Falls,  to 
Fargo  to  Canton  and  to  Brookings.  Governor  Newton  Edmunds, 
the  successor  to  Jayne,  was  the  last  from  Yankton,  George  H. 
Hand  the  only  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hand,  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  useful  citizens 
and  officers,  became  a  candidate  in  1882,  with  widespread  support, 
for  Delegate  to  Congress  to  succeed  !*vlr.  Pettigrew.  It  seemed 
easy  for  the  latter  to  form  a  combination  in  favor  of  John  B. 
Raymond  and  nominate  him  instead  of  Mr.  Hand  who  was  in 
every  rspect  th  more  able  and  useful  man.  but  resided  in  Yank- 
ton and  had  held  office  there.  That  is  the  strongest  illustration  that 
can  be  given,  \\diile  there  were  other  causes  in  each  case  this  was 
common  to  all  after  early  days.  But  the  territory  was  growing  ra- 
pidly and  citizens  everywhere  in  it  had  a  right  to  equal  con- 
sideration and  they  received  it. 

Alore  and  more  rapidly  the  sentiment  against  the  g(3vernment 
at  the  Capita!  took  rooi  and  form  and  it  became  popular  to  stand 
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in  opposition  to  tlie  Governor  "wlio  was  sent  from  Wasliington 
to  govern  us"  and  tliis  was  a  leading  point  with  many  politicians, 
sometimes  to  their  disadvantage.    The  Territory  could  do  httle 
through  its  government,  from  lack  of  resources.     People  came, 
from  various  states  and  were  disposed  to  do  things  as  they  had 
managed  them  back  "at  home"  and  all-  wanted  local  interests 
looked  after  more  than  the  general,  public  interests.    This  was  . 
all  tremendouslv  increased  when  the  northern  half  and  the  Black 
Hills  grew  stronger  and  cared  little  for  the  remote  capital  and 
the  burdens  upon  the  Territorial  officers. 

\\\  these  causes  culminated  in  the  session  of  the  legislature 
that  organized  at  Yankton  January  9*.   i8«3-    The  Territory 
had  begun  to  rapidly  increase  in  wealth  as  it  had  in  population. 
North  and  South  wanted  new  institutions  of  learning,  charity 
and  correction.    As  if  by  common  understanding  they  had  sent 
able  representatives  to  both  houses;  especially  from   the  more 
ambitious  towns  came  able  men.  new  chosen,  or  men  of  old  ex- 
perience returned.    Among  these  were  Geo.  H.  Walsh,  ot  Grand 
Forks:  F.  X.  Burdick  and  D.  M.  Inman,  of  Vermillion;  E.  A. 
Williams  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  of  Bismarck;  J.  O'B.  Scobey, 
the  President  of  the  Council,  from  Brooki;igs ;  S.  G.  Roberts,  from 
Fargo;  Johnson  Xickeus,  of  Jamestown;  R.  C.  Mc.Mlister,  of 
'Madison  and  others.    Speaker  Williams  had  first  settled  in  Yank- 
ton in  the  practice  of  law.    The  strong  bar  there  attorded  him 
smaU  chance  and  he  left  with  some  hostility  toward  the  town. 
There  were  other  similar  cases.    Men  in  other  parts  could  achieve 
political  success  and  strong  leadership  at  home,  if  they  could  not 
master   events   in   political   conventions   and   legislatures   at  the 
Capital.    Their  name  was  legion.  ,    '    .      ■  ^ 

The  rapid  increase  in  wealth,  following  the  population  of 
the  Territorv,  already  had  started  many  inchoate  educational, 
penal  and  charitable  institutions.  Men  saw  that  then  was  the 
time  to  locate  and  secure  State  institutions  for  all  time.  They  were 
there  for  that  purpose.  It  is  probable  that  this  interest  was  the 
leading  one  and  out  of  it  was  formed  the  capital  removal  party  by 
a  combination  of  all.  Governor  X.  G.  Ordway  was  favoral.le  to  al 
these  or  became  so,  and  was  probably  the  leader  in  the  Capital 
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removal  plan.     All  soon  became  apparent  and  moved  forward 

together.  ,  , 

Capital  removal  actually  began  with  a  bill  by  Geo.  H.  \\  alsh 
to  locate  it  at  Huron,  He  adhered  to  this  for  some  tinie  and  with 
it  organized  opposition  to  Yankton  in  South  Dakota.  \et  nobody 
really  expected  it  to  succeed.  Aberdeen  was  ambitious  and  saw 
a  chance  for  the  permanent  Capital  there  of  the  entire  Territory 
■  IS  one  state.  This  was  the  germ  of  that  opposition  to  division 
which  was  manifest  in  1885  and  later  in  the  northern  parts  ot 
South  Dakota  when  the  latter  moved  for  separate  statehood.  The  , 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  was  then  a  power  m  North  , 
Dakota,  far  more  effective  relatively  than  now.     It  wanted  the 

Capital  upon  its  line.  ^         V  . 

Thus,  when  all  was  broken  up  and  hostility  was  created  and 
local  interest  in  future  State  institutions  were  ready,  and  organ-  ■ 
ized  the  rest  was  easv.    The  Capital  removal  was  the  steam  roller 
and  organized  its  power  with  the  local  and  institutional  mterests. 
Then  the  Commission  to  locate  the  Capital  was  formed,  leaving 
hope  in  at  least  a  half  dozen  town,,  and  all  the  bills  were  passed; 
good  faith  was  shown  by  all  to  each.    It  was  a  clean  sweep  and 
Bismarck  was.  after  a  few  side  pretensgs,  the  Capital  of  the 
Territorv  of  Dakota.    Xot  over  three  men  could  or  did  make  much 
out  of  it    There  was  no  monev  ,in  T-ismarck  then.    It  was  simply 
a  ^reat  combination  and  honest  men  as  well  as  schemers  were 
in  It     The  appropriations  bv  that  legislature  for  institutions  was 
^304  SCO  all  of  which  was  raised  by  bonds.    From  that  hour  the 
division  of  the  Territorv  was  certain.    The  good  people  who  were 
a  large  majoritv  did  not  want  a  great  state  which  would  be 
under  the  control  of  a  great  combinatiou.  and  tliey  wanted  states 
-  governed  bv  constitutional  limitations,  economical  and  just  and 
both  states 'secured  these  benefits.     The  movement  to  save  the 
school   and   endowment   lands,   already   befnrc    the    people  and 
gaining  adherents,  now  rapidly  grew  in  power.    .Men  not  deemed 
politicians  bef..re  that  legislative  session  actively   le.l  the  divi- 
sion and  statehood  cause  as  a  movement  for  g..od  and  economical 
.  government.     Ministers,   educators,   lawyers,   men   of   all  faiths 
and  parties,  business  men  and  good  citizens  joined  m  it  as  a 
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sacred  cause,  and  all  d.e  history  of  the  state  testifies  to  their 
splendid  success.  Politicians  regained  control  and  office  tor  a 
time  but  were  too  late  for  any  harm.  The  constitution  had 
come  with  its  policies  and  limitations.  The  reaction  a-amst  the 
Capital  removal  was  powerful  for  permanent  good. 

THE  CAPITAL  C0M:^IISSI0X  BILL. 

CHAPTKR   CIV.   LAWS   OF  1883. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  for  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ings thereat:  ■  :  -" 
Be  It  Enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 

Dakota : 

Section  I.  The  seat  of  government  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota 
is  hereby  removed  from  the  city  of  Yankton,  in  the  county  of 
Yankton,  and  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  is  located  and  estabhshed 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  -  That  Milo  W.  Scott,  Burleigh  F.  Spaulding,  Alex- 
ande^  McKenzie,  Charles  II.  Myers, George  A.Mathews, -\lexander 
Hughes,  Henry  H.  DeLong,  John  P.  Belding,  M.  D.  Thompson, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  the  pm- 
pose  of  locating  the  permanent  seat  of  government  and  the  capi- 
tol  building  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota. 

Sec  3.  Said  commissioners  shall,  before  entering  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  enter  into  bonds  in  the  sum  of  forty  thous- 
and dollars  ($40,000)  each,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  payable 
to  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  conditioiied  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duties  un.ler  this  act,  to  fully  account  for  all 
moneys  that  may  come  into  their  liands  as  such  comtmss.oners. 
and  they  shall  also  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  to  fully,  taUhtuUy 
and  impartially  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  said 
-  oath  shall  be  endorsed  on  their  bond,  and  the  same  shall  be  hied 
in  the  office  of  the  Territorial  treasurer.  If  any  of  the  commission- 
ers' tail  to  qualify  as  provided  in  this  section,  within  thirty  (30) 
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days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  should  a  vacancy  occur  . 
at  any  time,  the  governor  shall  fill  the  vacancy  by  appointment  • 
and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  qualify  in  the  manner  provided 
in  this  act.    After  having  qualified,  and  within  (30)  days  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  commissioners  shall  meet  m  the  city  .. 
of  Yankton  and  proceed  to  organize  by  electing  a  President, 
secretarv  and  treasurer,  each  ot  which  officers,  except  the  sec- 
.  retary,  ^shall  be  a  member  of  the  commission  herein  provided 
for     The  treasurer  of  the  board  of  commissioners  shall  give  a 
cTood  and  sufficient  bond,  payable  to  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office; 
said  bond  sliall  be  in  the  sum  of  one  hudred  thousand  dollars 
(§100,000),  to  be  approved  as  above  provided. 

Sec  4.    On  or  before  the  first  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1883,  the 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  select  a  suitable  site 
for  the  seat  of  government  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  due  regard 
being  had  to  its  accessibility  from  all  portions  of  the  Territory, 
and ''its  general  fitness  for  a  capital,  when  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($100,000)  shall  be  paid  or  guaranteed  in^money; 
if  the  amount  be  not  paid  in  money,  then  its  payment  to  the  Territory 
shall  be  secured  by  a  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties  payable 
to  the  Territory,  which  bond  shall  be  approved  by  said  commissioners 
or  a  majoritv  thereof.     And  after  the  site  is  determined  upon 
as  aforesaid, 'said  commissioners  shall  secure  good  and  sufficient 
title  deeds  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  the  capitol  buildings   shall   be   erected,   and   a  sufficient 
amount  of  said  grounds  shall  be  laid  out  into  squares  and  suitable 
landscapes,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  permanent 
■seat  of  government  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,   at  which  all 
^  of  the  public  officers  of  the  Territory  shall  be  kept,  and  at  which 
all  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  shall  hereafter  be  held. 

Sec.  5.    The  residue  of  the  said  one  hundred  and  sixty-  acres, 
and  any  other  lands  secured  by  the  said  commissioners,  shall  be  laid 
off  and  staked  out  into  lots,  blocks,  streets  and  alleys  and  public 
squares,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  hereinafter  provided,  for  the 
■  sole  benefit  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota. 
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Sec.  6.    After  said  lands  shall  have  been  properly  surveyed, 
staked  off  and  laid  out,  three  accurate  plats  oi  the  same  shall  b-.- 
made,  showing  the  blocks,  lots,  streets,  alleys,  parks,  squares  and 
reservations  for  public  buildings,  one  of  which  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  of  the  county  in  which  such  site 
is  situated,  and  bv  him  entered  m  the  proper  deed  book;  one  ot 
said  plats  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Tern- 
torv,  and  the  third  plat  shall  be  retained  by  the  commission.  Said 
commissioners  shall  fix  a  minimum  price  upon  each  Jot  not  reserved 
for  public  uses,  which  said  price  shall  be  marked  upon  each  lot 
in  said  plat.    The  said  commissioners  shall  then  advertise  m  six 
daify  newspapers  published  within  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  that 
they  will  upon  a  day  to  be  therein  named,  not  less  than  thirty  (30) 
days  after  the  date  of  the  first  publication  of  the  notice,  otter  or  . 
cause  to  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale, 
each  lot  not  reserved  as  aforesaid.    Said  sale  shall  be  held  first 
at  or  near  said  capitol  grounds,  and  shall  be  opened  from  day  to 
day  a^  ten  (10)  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  be  kept  open  tor  at  least  five 
consecutive  days,  Sundays  excepted,  and  thereafter  any  remainder 
of  said  lots  mav  be  sold  bv  said  commissioners  at  public  or  private 
'   sale  and  at  such  times  and  places  as  said  commissioners  may 
decide,  and  at  said  sales  no  lots  shall  be  sold  for  any  sum  less 
than  the  minimum  price  marked  up.-n  the  plat  above  provided  for, 
nor  upon  any  other  terms  than  for  cash  in  hand. 

Sec   7.    Every  purchaser  of  lots  shall  deposit  the  purchase 
monev  therefor  with  the  commissioners',  who  shall  give  a  receipt 
for  said  monev,  which  receipt  shall  s,,ecify  the  amount  ot  money 
and  the  number  of  the  lot  and  block  for  which  the  money  was 
paid,  and  which  receipt,  upon  its  presentation  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Territory,  shall  entitle  the  person  named  therein  to  a  deed  in 
fee  simple,  absolute,  from  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  to  the  real 
estate  named  in  the  receipt,  which  conveyance  shall  be  executed 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Territory  by  the  governor,  and  attested 
•■   by  the  secretarv  of  the  Territory,  under  the  seal  of  said  Territory. 
"  nnd  said  secretary  shall  file  and  safely  keep  all   receipts  thus 
presented.  .  .  ,  -.  ' 
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Sec.  8.  x\ll  moneys  received  by  the  comniissioners  for  the 
sale  of  lots  shall  be  forthwith  deposited  by  them  in  the  territorial 
treasury,  and  said  money  shall  be  held  by  the  tereasurer  as  a 
territorial  building  fund,  and  shall  be  kept  by  him  separate  from 
other  funds  and  be  separately  accounted  for. 

Sec.  9.  All  expenses  incurred  by  the  commissioners  for  a 
surveyor,  at  not  exceeding  five  dollars  ($5.)  per  day  and  necessary 
assistance,  not  exceeding  two  and  one  halt  dollars  ($2.. 50)  per 
day  each,  with  necessary  bills  for  team  hire,  advertising,  stationery 
and  other  necessary  expenses,  shall  be  paid  by  the  auditor  of  the 
Territory  by  his  warrant  upon  the  territorial  building  fund  upon 
the  certificte  of  the  said  commissioners;  and  the  commi:^sioners 
shall  be  paid  for  their  services  the  sum  of  six  dollars  (?6j  each 
for  each  and  every  day  actually  employed,  by  the  warrant  of  the 
auditor  of  the  Territory  upon  the  territorial  building  fund. 

Provided,  That  in  the  aggregate  they  shall  not  receive  as  " 
compensation  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  As  soon  as  said  commissioners  have  secured  a  suit- 
able site,  and  a  building  fund  of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ($ioo,ocx))  they  shall  issue  a  notice  to  architects,  asking 
for  plans  and  specifications  for  a  building,  the  foundations  of 
which  shall  be  of  stone,  and  the  superstructure  of  which  shall 
offices  and  the  assembly  of  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature, 
be  of  st'one,  brick,  or  iron,  which  shall  be  suited  for  the  executive 
offices  and  the  assembly  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  which 
said  building  may  be  designed  as  a  portion  of  a  larger  edifice. 

.  Sec.  II.  The  commissioners  shall,  from  the  plans  presented, 
adopt  the  one  best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Territory,  and  shall 
appoint  a  competent  person  to  superintend  its  construction,  who 
shall  be  paid  not  exceeding  five  per  cent  on  the  contract  price  for 
his  services.  The  commissioners  shall  then  advertise  in  at  least 
four  daily  newspapers  published  in  the  Territory  for  one  month, 
for.  sealed  proposals  for  the  erection  of  said  buildings,  according 
to  the  plans  and  specifications  to  be  furnished  by  them. 

Sec.  12.  The  contract  shall  l)e  let  to  the  k>\vest  and  best 
bidder,  .and  the  contractor  shall  enter  into  sufficient  bonds  of  not 
less  than  -(lou.ble  the  contract  price,  with  sureties,  to  be  approved 
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by  tlie  commissioners,  conditioned  for  the  faihtful  performance  of 
the  contract.  The  commissioners  shaU  reserve  the  right  to  reject 
anv  and  all  bids,  if  in  their  judgment  they  are  too  high,  and  may 
again  proceed  to  advertise  for  proposals  in  the  manner  provided 
in  this  act.  The  commissioners  shall,  from  time  to  tmie,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  superintendent,  draw  through  the  auditor 
of  the  Territory,  upon  the  territorial  treasury,  for  the  amount 
necessarv  to  carrv  on  the  construction  of  the  capitol.  wh.ch  said 
warrants  shall  be  paid    out  of  the  territorial  building  fund. 

Provided.  That  said  contractor  shall  not  be  paid  at  any  tmic 
anv  sum  or  amount  in  excess  of  eight  (8)  per  cent  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  work  done  or  material  furnished  at  the  time  ot  such 
payment.    The  balance  due  the  contractor  shall  be  paid  when  the 
building  is  completed  and  accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and 
said  building  shall  be  com])leted  as  soon  as  practicable  as  soon 
as  the  capitol  building  provided  for  in  this  act  is  erected  and 
completed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners  to  report 
such  facts  to  the  governor,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  his  proclama- 
tion setting  forth  the  action  of  the  connnissioners  and  dcclarmg 
said  building  readv  for  occupancy  ;  and  it  shall  then  be  the  duty 
of  all  the  Territorial  officers,  whose  ojftces  are  properly  kept  at 
the  Capital,  to  remove  within  thirty   (30)   days  thereafter  then- 
several  offices,  together  with  the  public  propetry,  archives,  records, 
books,  and  papers,  to  the  building  and  place^  so  declared  ready 
for  occupancy,  and  all  sessions  of  the  legislature  shall  thereatter 
be  convened  in  the  said  building  at  said  place. 

Sec.  13.  The  title  to  all  lands  secured  by  the  commissioners 
for  the  location  and  erection  of  capitol  buildings  shall  be  conveyed 
to  the  Territory  of  Dakota. 

Sec.  14.  The  said  commissioners  shall  make  a  full  and  com- 
plete report  to  the  next  legislature  of  all  their  doings,  specifying 
to  whom,  for  what  service  or  material,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each 
'person,  the  number  of  lots  sold,  to  whom,  for  what  amount,  to  whom 
and  for  what  amount  the  contract  or  contracts  were  let,  together 
■  with  a  copv  of  all  such  contracts,  and  the  said  commissioners -and 
their  sureties  shall  be  held  responsible  on  their  bonds  for  all  their 
•acts  until-  the  legislature  shall  order  the  said  bonds  to  be  delivered 
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Up  to  the  said  commissioners.  No  member  of  said  board  of  com- 
missioners shall  purchase  or  in  any  other  manner  acquire  any 
real  estate  or  interest  therein,  directly  or  indirectly,  within  ten 
(lo)  miles  of  the  site  selected  for  a  capitol  within  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  nor  shall  he  be  interested  directly  or 
indirectly  in  any  contract  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec-  15-  Any  violation  of  section  14  of  this  act  by  any  of 
the  commissioners  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  his  official  bond,  and 
he  shall  be  deemed  to  have  committed  a  felony,  and  upon  convic- 
tion thereof  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  territorial 
penitentiary  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Sec.  16.  Until  the  territorial  capitol  building  shall  be  ready 
for  occupancy  as  provided  by  this  act,  the  territorial  officers  shall 
temporarily  keep  their  offices,  archives,  books,  records  and  papers 
at  the  city  of  Yankton,  unless  the  governor  shall  designate  some 
other  place  by  written  order,  in  which  case  the  said  officers  shall 
remove  their  respective  offices,  together  with  the  archives,  books, 
records  and  papers  pertaining  thereto  to  the  place  so  designated 
within  the  time  prescribed  in  such  order. 

Sec.  17.  Chapter  one  of  the  Political  Code,  and  all  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  in  any  manner  in  conflict  with  this  act  or  repug- 
nant thereto  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  18.  This  act  shall  take  efifect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved,  March  8,  1883.  •  . 

THE  TOUR  OF  THE  CAPITOL  COMMISSION.   ,-.  ., 

BY  RALPH   W.   WIT  EI- LOCK,  SKCRKTARY. 

One  day  late  in  the  month  of  April,  1883,  while  I  was  quitcly 
pursuing  the  humble  but  congenial  avocation  of  editor  of  the 
Mitchell  Capital  and  right  in  the  midst  of  the  commotion  which 
had  followed  the  creation  of  the  Capital  Commission  and  the 
revelation  of  its  well  laid  plan  to  remove  the  territorial  scat  of 
government  from  Yankton,  I  was  surprised  beyond  measure  to 
receive  a  telegram  from  Capt-  Alex-  Hughes,  at  Yankton,  notify- 
ing me  of  my  selection  as  secretary  of  the  commission,  of  which 
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he  had  been  made  chain™,,,  and  requesting  me  to  n,eet  that 
body  at  Canton  on  May  ist. 

There  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  accept,  as  I  had  but  recently 
come  from  Ohio  and  it  was  contrary  to  all  precedent  to  dechne 
an  office,  particularly  one  carrying  the  alluring  compensat.on  o 
?6  per  day  and  expenses;  especially  as  at  that  tur.e      cou  d  „ 
foresee  the  legal  complications  which  made  ,t  ,mposs,ble  o  ea 
even  on  the  expense  item  until  the  legislature  of  four  yea,s  lat  r 

had  legalized  the  bonds  that  were  issued  by  the  commission  to 

cover  the  cost  of  its  operations. 

Uttle  was  done  at  the  meeting  in  Canton  but  to  enterta  n 

invitations  to  visit  every  to^vn  of  any  importance  m  ^^^J^'^ 

torv  except  Chamberlain,  and  survey  their  respective  claims  to  be 
_  constituted  the  new  seat  of  government.    An  itinerary  ~P^^^^^^ 

out,  a  special  train  was  arranged  for,  and  on  May  2nd  the  sUrt 
■  in  the  historic  swing  around  the  circle  was  made  by    -i=  tmg 

Mitchell,  w-here  two  days  were  spent  in  inspection  and  entertain- 


ment. 


\t  that  time  there  was  no  railroad  up  the  James  river  valley, 
and  it  was  neccessary  to  reach  the  north  half  of  *e  Territory  by 
way  of  St   Paul,  where  the  commission,  spent  two  days  and  then 
left  Aberdeen,  which  was  reached  on  the  morning  ot  May  7th, 
and  which  oftered  a  choice  of  building  sites,  followed  by  generous 
social  entertainment.    The  journey  was  then  resttmed  to  the  tamous 
town  of  Ordwav,  situated  .ju.^t  south  of  the  46th  parallel,  named 
in  honor  of  the  late  Governor  Xehemiah  Ordway,  and  supposed  by 
evervbodv  familiar  with  the  inside  workings  of  the  Capital  remova 
scheme  t'o  be  its  original  inspiration  a.  well  as  the  ultimate  pomt 
of  location,  thus  insuring  the  admission  of  the  territory  a.  one 
state.    But  the  best  laid  plans  ofttimes  fail  to  materialize,  and  t  e 
overeagerness  of  certain  real  estate  speculators  from  Sioux  Palls 
and  Chicago  in  pudiing  their  bold  plans  attracted  the  atten  n 
of  the  newspapers  in  and  ..ut  of  Dakota,  and  as  a  result  the  town 
of  Ordwav  was  marked  o.t  the  list  of  possibilities  almost  baore 
"  the  commissioners'   special  tram  had   started   for  Kanktort,.  m 
Spink  countv.  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.    Much  the  -n.e  .program 
ot  entertainment  was  I..Uowed  at  both   Frank.ort  and  KedtKld, 
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the  latter  the  home  of  C.  H.  Myers,  one  o£  the  members  of  the 

commissiou.  .  '    ^  i 

Then  f.^.Uowed  visits  to  Huron  and  Pierre,  afterward  to  become 
fierce  rivals  for  Capital  honors  in  the  south  state,  even  then 
eyeing  each  other  most  jealously.    Both  towns  entertamed  tnost 
lavishly  and  each  impressed  the  visiting  party  with  its  enterpr^e 
and  earnestness  in  its  bid  for  the  seat  of  government.  Th>s 
mished  the  first  half  of  the  tour  of  inspection  and  as  can  well  be 
imagined  the  whole  territory  was  by  this  time  aroused  to  a  high 
pitch  of  excitement.    The  people  of  Yankton  had  taken  the  matter 
of  the  creation  of  the  commission  into  the  courts  and  one  ot  the 
enlivening  features  of  the  trip  was  the  serving  of  papers  in  quo 
warranto^proceedings  on  the  several  members  as  ubiquitous  deputy 
sherifTs  might  happen  to  lay  hands  on  them- 

On  May  15th  the  capital  commission  held  its  second  busmess 
session  at  Canton  where  the  following  bids  for  the  location  were 
opened,  certified  checks  accompanying  each  offer : 

Mitchell,  Si6q,ooo  and  160  acres  of  land. 

Huron.  $100,000  and  160  acres. 

Ordway,  $100,000  and  320  acres. 

Aberdeen,  Sioo.ooo  and  160  acres. 

Pierre,  Sioo.ooo  and  250  acres. 

Bismarck,  Sioo.ooo  and  3-'o  acres. 

Redfield,  Sioo.ooo  and  240  acres. 

Canton,  $100,000  and  160  acres. 

Odessa,  on  Devils  Lake.  S200.000  and  160  acres. 

Steele,  $100,000  and  160  acres. 

Frankfort.  $100,000  and  I'lO  acres. 

Several  of  these  offers  were  made  largely  as  a  matter  ot 
-advertising  the  wideawake  town,  behind  them,  but  taking  into 
account  of  the  spirit  of  the  times-for  there  was  nothing  laggard 
in  the  movements  of  the  Dakota  boomers  of  the  early  8os-there 
is  no  question  that  anv  one  of  the  dozen  places  on  the  list  could 
and  would  have  made  absolutely  good  on  its  offer,  it  opportunity 

demanded.  ■    .  , 

Five  davs  later  a  ^tart  was  made  fr<.m  St.  Paul  tor  the  aspir- 
ing candidates  of  the  north  half  -..f  the  territory,  an.l  it  looked  at 
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..at  dn.  a.  if  the  .u,aHo„  ^Jj^  p^" ^rn^l^^^: 

although  Huron  was  still  a  r'O^^^'^y  ^^^^  ,3 
out  of  the  running.    Odessa  was       ."^'^^  ^"^^^^  pHnts, 

not  -^^^^'J';^^^'^/'^,,,  f.on.  which  latter  point  the 
stops  at  Grand  F-*^—         »  and  Steele  being 

iournev  to  Bismarck  wa.  taken  up.  j  ^ 

■  louched  en  route,  with  the  usual  entertan.nren 

It  was  plain  to  be  seen  when  Bismarck  wa,  reached  t 

■  Mvers  of  Redtield  and  1>.  1".  bpaiani^^  li  » 

fi  U    AI   D   Thompson  of  \'ennillion  sticking  tor  M.tcl  ell.  and 

„     ,       McKeLie  Dr  Scott  of  Grand  Forks,  Capt.  Bcldmg  of 

Hughes,  McKtnz.c    U.  Canton  scattering  more  or 

the  Black  Hd  s         «  ;  1  c  -on                       ^^^^^^^.^^^^  ^^^^ 

less  but  -•-'"J  -;;;^  '"\-„Jr  at  lo  o'clock  the  final  vote  was 
frameup.    On  Saturad>.  Ju  c  ^.^j^,   ^  bare 

their  >^--^;- -Mm  ,  t\.  m.;thoroughlv 
t  !:.r    of  V  nl<t  .n    enewcd  their  legal  attack  on  the 
:r:tcir":o'  -gort-usl,  that  the  anticipated  real  estate  boom 

-?Sir;:::;rrt:ii:fer,in 

lati^e  session  of  1S85.  and  the  acts  and  -1'-"  ^  ^  \  ^n  the 
■   mission  were  ultimately  rat.hcd  ^'^^  M 
Pakotas  were  admitte.l  m  statehood  u>  'f  >  „f 
on  the  title  of  r.ismarck  as  the  permanent  seat  of  go^e^n 
■  the  new  North  state. 
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CAPITOL  CO^LMISSION  CORRESPONDENXE. 

WRITTEN  BY  RALPH   W.   WHEELOCK  AND  PUBLISHED  IN  THE 
MITCHELL  CAPITAL,  1883. 

Aberdeen,  Dakota,  ^lay  7,  1883.  Here  we  are"  at  the  first 
"official''  stopping  place  of  the  commission,  having  arrived  from 
St.  Paul  in  time  for  breakfast  this  morning,  and  now  ready  to 
start^  for  the  far-famed  and  much-talked-of  Ordway,  a  few  miles 
north. 

The  commissioners  left  Mitchell  after  the  very  elegant  recep- 
tion tendered  them  by  :Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook,  at  midnight  Thursday, 
feeling  that  in  spite  of  the  beastly  weather  it  had  been  good  for 
them  to  be  there.    There  was  but  a  single  expression,  and  that  a 
sincere  one,  as  to  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
received,  the  fine  quality  of  the  society  which  they  had  enjoyed, 
and  the  many  points  of  enterprise  which  the  town  showed.  Whether 
Mitchell  secures  the  Capital  or  not,  by  her  reception  of  the  all  but 
unexpected  visitors,  and  her  easy,  graceful  and  hospitable  enter- 
.tainmetn  of  them  she  had  demonstrated  her  right  to  be  considered 
the  social  as  well  as  the  mercantile  metropolis  of  southern  Dakota. 
.\nd  right  here  let  me  say  a  word  for  the  big-hearted,  enterprising 
Joe  Davenport,  who  shouldered  his  full  share'  of  the  responsibility 
in  a  manner  reflecting  great  credit  on  himself,  the  Alex.  Mitchell 
hotel  and  the  town. 

Besides  the  commissioners  the  special  car  bore  out  of  ^titcheil 
S.  F.  Goodykoontz  of  the  First  National,  L.  G.  Johnson  of  Ord- 
way and  representatives  of  the  Pioneer  Pres:,  and  Sioux  City 
Journal,  while  at  Canton  "the  party  was  augmented  by  Messrs.  F. 
A.  Gale  of  the  First  Xational  bank,  A.  R.  Brown,  O.  X.  Russell, 
b-oth  bankers  and  Editor  Xash  of  the  Xews.  At  Austin,  Minne- 
sota, General  Lawler  and  John  D.  took  the  train  for  St.  Paul, 
which  was  reached  at  supper  time  Fridiy. 

.^The  Merchants  hotel  was  made  headquarters  for  the  party, 
and  the  time  was  put  in  in  general  siglUseeing  at  St.  I'aul  and 
Minneapolis  until  3  p.  m.  SuncUiy.  .V  number  of  prominent  Xorth 
Dakota  p'oli.licians  were  met  liere,  among  them  George  W.  W'aksh 
of  Grand  Forks  and  Editor  Muri)hy  of  the  Plaindealer  of.  that 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


145 


place.  The  Sioux  City  train  Sunday  brought  in  a  material  ad- 
dition to  the  party  in  the  person  of  Captain  Wagner  of  Bon 
Homme,  accompanied  by  IMr.  Johnson  of  the  Sioux  City  Journal, 
and  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Superintendent  Prior  of  the 
C.  ^1.  &  S.  Paul  road  placed  his  special  car  at  the  disposal  of  the 
commissioners  as  far  as  Aberdeen,  accompanying  the  party  him- 
self and  doing  .everything  in  his  power  to  make  the  trip  a 
thoroughly  enjoyable  one. 

Aberdeen's  citizens  did  the  honors  to  the  visitors  in  fine  style, 
entertaining  them  at  the  Sherman  House,  a  large  three-story  frame 
hotel,  and  driving  them  around  the  town,  to.  take  in  her  special 
advantages  as  a  Capital  location.  She  certainly  offers  a  fine  site 
in  two  directions,  one  west  of  the  town,  and  one  south  between 
the  Milwaukee  and  the  Northwestern  tracks.  The  town  is  per- 
haps two-thirds  the  size  of  Mitchell,  and  is  growing  so  rapidly 
as  to  make  one  feel  perfectly  at  home  amid  her  fast  rising  frames 
and  the  incessant  clatter  of  the  hammer  and  saw.  Her  importance 
as  a  railroad  center  is  almost  assured,  and  the  surrounding  country 
makes  certain  a  strong  agricultural  support.  Before  the  com- 
mission left  for  Ordway,  representatives  of  the  town  addressed  the 
members  on  her  advantages,  anrl  assured^  them  of  her  support  and 
confidence.  As  I  write  the  train  is  whirling  towards  Ordway,  and 
Commissioner  :\IcKenzie  is  delivering  a  lecture  to  an  interested 
audience  on  gophers,  prairie  dogs  and  things. 

Ordway,  4  p.  ni.    A  ride  of  half  an  hour  through  the  finest 
country  the  sun  ever  shone  on  brought  us  to  Ordway,  around 
which   centers   so  much   interest   just   at   this   time.    Here  tlie 
citizens  turned  out  en  masse  to  do  the  honors,  which  they  did  in 
a   manner   befitting   a   much   larger   town.     An   elegant  dinner 
was  served  at  the  Occidental  hotel,  and  the  afternoon  has  been 
spent  in  viewing  the  proposed  location.    Right  here  let  me  observe, 
with  all  lo}alty  to  our  own  fair  town,  that  if  beauty  of  site  alone 
is  to  determine  the  location  of  Dakota's  capitol.  Ordway  has  a 
marked  advantage,  by  common  consent,  over  any  other  competuig 
•  point.    She  lies  on  a  high  table-land,  20  feet  above  the  Kim  river, 
which  envir..ns  her  on  two  sides,  and  has  the  site  for  a .  city  of 
■p'olio— 10.  '  . 
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50000  people.  The  Northwestern  railroad  runs  through  here, 
while  the  Milwaukee  is  only  three  miles  away,  and  the  enthusiastic 
citizens  claim  that  the  town  is  bound  to  be  the  railroad  center  of 
this  section  if-the  Capital  comes  here.  Tonight  a  reception  ,s  to 
be  tendered  to  the  visitors;  tomorrow  morning  a  start  is  to  be 
made  for  Redfield  and  Frankfort,  Spink  county,  and  on  Uednesday, 
Huron-on-the-Jim  will  be  reached;  thence  the  commission  go  to 
Pierre  and  returning  will  arrange  to  meet  at  Canton  on  the  15th. 

While  the  utmost  courtesy  has  been  extended  the  party  on 
everv  hand,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  the  tour  could  have  been 
made  so  easilv  and  with  so  little  trouble,  had  it  not  hcen  lor  the 
indefatigable  Mr.  Van  Epps.  Since  leaving  Canton  he  has  super- 
intended  all  the  details  of  the  trip,  and  has  left  nothing  undone 
that  would  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  travelers.  Quietly  and  with- 
out anv  flourish  he  has  moved  special  trains,  provided  for  meals 
alon-  the  line  out  of  hours,  insured  close  connection  enroute.  and 
assumed  responsibility  generally.    Van  is  a  bom  railroad  manager. 

By  the  wav,  I  know,  of  course  right  where  the  capital  is  going, 
but  I  can't  pos'siblv  -give  it  away."  This  much  for  the  benefit  of 
inquiring  friends  who  are  after  "pointers,"  of  which  I  have  a 
full  assortment  in  my  gripsack. 

Ordway,  May  8.    It  may  be  thought  that  I  was  unduly  enthus- 
iastic in  mv  last  letter  over  the  "beauties"  of  this  place,  but  I 
can't  take  it  back,  especially  after  attending  the  elegant  reception 
which  was  given  in  the  evening  to  the  visitors.     Some  speecn- 
.    making  was  indulged  in,  mostly  by  Elder  Cressey  of  the  Huron 
Leader,  who  got  the  audience  in  good  humor  by  his  facetious 
remarks  and  then  paralyzicd  tlieni  by  a  proposition  to  come  here 
and  start  a  capitol  dailv.    .\nd  right  here  let  me  say  that  I  have 
discovered  a  deep-laid  scheme  on  the  part  of  this  man  Cressey  to 
make  himself  solid  as  state  printer,  the  details  of  which  I  dare 
not  divulge  at  present.     T  have  set  to  work  to  defeat  his  mtamous 
designs,  however,  and  with  the  help  of  a  little  incident  at  (  lr<Kva>-, 
I  thhik  I  shall  succeed.    Xi.w,  Cressey  has  the  appearance  ol  piety 
and  stern  solenmitv,  but  he  is  tlie  "most  desavin"  ol.l  party  that 
ever  pushed  a  pen  <.r  carrie-l  a  pass.    He  makes  pretensions  as  a 
temperance  man,  but  wliile  at  Ordway  tlie  "evil  one  '  led  him  up 


;1     iV.  1: 


SOOTH  DAICOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  147 

on  the  Capital  site,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  "take  a  glass''  that  he 
might  better  judge  the  a<lvantages  of  the  town  and  its  vtcmtty.  tie 
took  it,  tipped  it  up,  and  after  looking  through  it  vowed  he  could 
see  the  town  through  it  six  miles  in  every  direction.     t  tha  don 
knock  the  underpinning  from  his  temperance  record,  nothmg 
can  tell  on  him  will.    In  his  attentions  to  the  ladies,  also,  he  has 
fairlv  crowded  the  eligible  single  gentlemen  into  the  backgrotmd 
But  Cressev  is  an  almighty  good  newspaper  man,  and  has  furnished 
the  fairest:  best  and  spiciest  account  of  the  proceedings  ot  the 
commissioners  to  his  daily  Leader  of  any  paper  in  or  out  ot  Dakota 
ever  since  that  bodv  took  its  railroad  ride  through  \aukton.  _ 

\n  earlv  breakfast  this  morning  prepared  the  party  tor  a 
spin  in  SupeHntendent  XicholVs  special  train  over  the  Northwestern 
to  Frankfort,  in  Spink  county,  the  next  aspirant  on  the  Ust 

Frankfort.  Mav  8.    Here  was  found  a  town  nearly  the  size 
of  Alt  Vernon,  which  was  only  laid  out  last  Xovember.    It  has  a 
fine  location,  is  solidly  built  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  and  has  a  class 
of  people  who  possess  both  determination  and  capital  necessary  to 
make  it  one  of  the  best  towns  in  the  magniticent  valley  of  the 
Tames     The  ladies  had  prepared  a  dinner,  rich  and  varied  in  its 
menu,  in  an  upper  hall,  while  in  the  p.arlor  of  the  bank  was  set 
out  less  substantial  refreshment.    It  had  been  arranged  to  combine 
the  two  but  th.e  women  of  Frankfort  stood  by  their  temperance 
principles,  and  would  not  countenance  the  wine  and  cigars  on 
their  tables:  there  was  no  ill-feeling  but  the  ladies  asserted  them- 
selves after  this  wise  to  their  spouses:    "You  can  entertain  your 
friends  as  vou  please  downstairs:  we  have  gotten  up  this  dinner 
and  propos;  to  serve  it  in  our  own  way."    Of  course  that  settled  ,t. 

Frankfort  showed  two  desir.able  Capital  bx-ations  .and  rumor 
has  it  she  can  back  them  as  stoutly  as  any  ,me  of  the  bidders ;  and 
if  her  means  equal  her  enterprise  and  hospitality.  I  don't  dot.bt  it  a 
bit  \fter  the  usual  ride  in  procession  through  the  town,  during 
.  which  several  narrow  escapes  from  accident  were  had  by  reason  ot 
certain  members  of  the  comm.ssi.m  trying  to  crowd  the  secretaiy 
out  of  his  position  just  behind  the  lea.ler.  the  train  put  out  tor 
Redfield.  the  banner  temperance  town  in  Spink  county,  and  an- 
other bidder  for  favor. 
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Redfield,  p.  m.   This,  being  the  home  of  Commissioner  Myers, 
had  a  double  reason  for  exercising  its  hospitality,  and  it  certainly 
did  itself  proud.    It  is  a  town  nearly  as  large  as  Mitche  1  was  a 
year  ago,  and  resembling  it  very  much  in  some  respects.  Ihe 
capital  site  here  is  on  an  imposing  knoll  on  the  edge  of  the  town 
and  overlooking  a  magnificent  stretch  of  country.    The  customary 
ride  was  taken,  and  the  usual  reception  was  given  in  the  evemng, 
in  the'  high  school  building,  a  handsome  $6,000  structure.  There 
the  program  was  varied  by  a  unique  performance,  which  gave  the 
people  of  Redfield  an  exceptional  opportunity  to  see  the  commis- 
sioners in  all  their  massive  grandeur  and  aggregated  intellectuality 
of  countenance.    Mr.  Myers  was  evidently  .anxious  to  show  his 
constituents  in  what  distinguished  company  he  was  travehng  so 
he  stood  his  fellow  members  in  a  row  on  the  stage,  Baron  Mc- 
Kenzie    who  measures  six  feet  four  in  his  boots  at  the  head. 
Captain  Belding,  "a  tall  man  wid  whiskers  on  the  chin  av  him 
next  and  the  other  seven  arranged  according  to  their  inches.  It 
was  an  imposing  sight  and  one  about  which  coming  generations  in 
Redfield  will  hear  in  enthusiastic  terms  from  their  parents  and 
grandparents  who  gazed  on  it  that  night.    But,  gentle  reader,  the 
worst  is  yet  to  be  told.    Ye  who  know  the  native  modesty,  the 
retiring  bashfulness,  the  insurmountable  diffidence  ot  the  Capital 
representative  on  this  trip  can  imagine  his  feelings  when  he  was 
seized  by  two  of  the  '-infamous  nine"  dragged  out  of  a  secluded 
corner,  where  he  was  pledging  his  influence  to  a  group  of  capital- 
ists to  locate  the  Capital  at  Redfield,  and  planted  alone  on  the 
sta-e  in  his  official  capacity!    It  was  simply  paralyzing,  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  kindly  services  of  Deacon  ^Tiles  of  the  Red- 
.  field  Journal  and  good  old  father  Cressey.  who  made  a  stretcher 
of  lead  pencils,  '■our  secretary"  could  never  have  reached  the 
banquet  hall  in  time  to  get  in  his  fourth  meal  for  the  day.    I  have 
sworn  to  be  revenged,  however,  by  giving  away  every  Capital 
secret  that  niv  employers  entrust  to  me. 

Another 'struggle  with  sluml>er  in  the  sleeper,  and  an  early 
start  for  Huron,  closed  the  Redfield  racket. 

Huron    Mav  9.    I  had  to  call  on  the  porter  to  heli)  me  to 
hold-mv  breaih  this  morning  when  I  looked  out  of  the  car  window 


I 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  149 

and  saw  what  a  bustling  place  our  rival  is.    It  is  bootning  (if 
the  term  is  permissable  in  this  western  country)  and  while  it  ha, 
not  very  many  substantial  business  buildings,  it  is  compactly  ptt 
together,  and  its  residences  inside  and  out,  surpass  anythmg 
have  yet  seen  in  Dakota.    Still  there  is  a  feverish  atmosphei^  about 
the  place,  and  its  rapid  growth  reminds  me  of  the  sw'ift  un- 
certain motion  of  a  steam  engine  when  the  governor  belt  has 
snapped.    Town  additions  are  laid  out  in  every  direction  and  the 
certainty  of  the  average  Huronite  as  to  the  future  of  his  town 
is  onlv  limited  by  his  imagination.    I  took  closer  observations  here 
than  at  any  other  point,  and  I  want  to  do  the  fair  thing  by  our 
enterprising  sister  up  the  valley,  but  I  can't  repress  a  feeling  that 
she  is  working  under  too  high  pressure,  unless,  of  course,  she 
secures  the  seat. of  government.    In  that  event,  I  shall  at  once 
transfer  my  affections  to  her;  for  I  am  satisfied  my  conscience 
would  not  permit  me  to  stay  in  Mitchell,  in  whose  interest  I  am 
now  sworn  to  labor  and  to  die,  if  necessary,  so  long  as  my  per 

diem  lasts.        -  .  ,    ,  ^  i 

The  Wright  House  was  the  headquarters  of  the  party  here, 
and  though  overcrowded  with  its  regular  business,  it  took  the 
best  of  care  of  its  extra  guests.    The  day  was  rainy  and  as  the 
precession  wended  its  way  out  to  the  southwest  of  town  to  v-iew 
the  offered  site,  mv  thoughts  reverted  to  the  unprop.tious  weathe 
in  which  Mitchell  was  officially  seen,  and  I  tried  to  grin  and 
bear  the   discomfort.     Whatever  her  other   advantages  Huron 
didn't  get  the  start  of  our  town  in  weather.    We  stand  on  the 
same  ground,  or  rather  in  the  same  mud,  m  that  respect  The 
location  is  quite  a  distance  from  the  business  center  and  has  no 
rise  to  speak  of.     As  one  of  the  party  expressed  it,  were  the 
site  a  little  further  west  and  south,  it  migh  serve  as  a  compromise 
point  for  Huron.  Mitchell  and  Pierre.     There  is  another  sue, 
Lwever,  which  can  be  utilized  and  which  is  located  to  better  advan- 
tage just  south  of  town.  In  the  evening  a  brdliant  reception  was 
g-:en  the  visitors  at  the  elegant  home  of  T.  J.  NichoU,  late  super- 
Tntendent  of  the  Dakota  Central,  where  the  cream  of  Huron  society 
vis  present.    Then  roUowed  ihe  ,u.arterly  stop  tor  re.reshm  nt= 
at   he  Wright  House,  where  the  discussion  of  ,  a  r,ch  bill  of  fare 
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was  supplomcued  by  a  number  of  in^promptu  toasts.  Captam 
Hughes,-  who  has  been  the  spokesn.an  of  the  comnnss.on  mad  a 
happy  speech,  and  Captain  BekUng  came  to  the  trout  fo,  the 
Zt  dme  in  a  few  remarks  that  entitled  him  to  the  -puta.on 
a  most  fehcitous  after-dinner  speaker.  He  was  not  on  y  w>tt> 
but  brief.  As  a  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  m  his  own 
baiUwick,  Uncle  Cressey  was  not  allowed  to  talk  much  at  .  o.^. 
home  thou,^h  it  became  almost  necessary  to  have  Captan.  W  ^gne. 

VO)  sit  en  him  to  keep  him  from  getting  the  floor  betore 
L  :nn:  He  made  a  good  talk,  however,  and  gave  the  commission 
more  taffv  on  the  state  prnitcr  contract.    Messrs.  Johnson,  at  d 
Sioux  Ciiy  J..urnal,  and  Hildebrand.  of  the  Pioneer  1  ress,  were 
called  out,  and  both  gave  the  commissioners  strong  certificates  ot 
™od' character  and  honest  intention.    Deacon  Shannon,  formerly 
of  the  Huronite,  but  now  fallen  from  grace,  and  engaged  m  real 
estate  at  Wessington,  started  the  corks  out  of  the  champagne 
bottles  bv  rising  to  his  feet  and  proclaiming  that  he  could  not 
tell  a  lie'     From  Mark  Twain's  standpoint  of  exaggeration  his 
was  the  funniest  speech  of  the  occasion.    .Attorney  Melville,  one 
of  the  most  active  members  of  the  reception  committee,  made  a 
cenuine  exhibition  of  eloquenc.  and  claimed  to  voice  the  senti- 
ment of  his  town  when  he  said  that  wherever  the  capital  went 
Huron  would  believe  that  the  commission  acted  in  good  taith, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of  the  territory.    In  tact, 
this  sentiment  has  been  uttered  at  every  point  that  has  been  visited, 
but  methinks  it  will  require  an  unheard  of  amount  ot  Christian 
fortitude  for  about  nine  disappionted  towns,  to  stick  to  their  text, 
when  the  decision  is  finally  made.    The  banquet  closed  at  the 
orthodox  hour  of  .  a.  m.  and  the  party  retired  to  await  n,  the 
arms  of  Morpheus  a  .ummons  to  early  breakfast  and  then  on  to 
Pierre  on  the  Missouri,  which  aspires  to  rank  alongside  ot  London 
on  the  Nile.  Paris  on  the  Thames,  Xile  on  the  Euphrates,  or 
Huron  on  the-conf(,und  that  cup  of  tea,  it  has  demoralized  my 

geograph)-  entirely. 

Pierre  May  lo.  A  delightful  morning  ride  past  the  marvel- 
ouslv  growing  towns  at  intervals  of  twelve  miles  west  of  Huron, 
with  a  short'  stop  at  Dogtown,  brought  the  travelers  into  Pierre 
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•  A  hv  Superintendent  NichoU  and 
at  n-a.  n.   They  .ere  accompan,  d  b>  Sup^  ^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs^John  F  .k  ^^^^  .^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

Campbell  and  Miss  ^^f''' ^'^^Zi  ^so  Miss  Cynth.a  Elo.se 
Dr.  Burch  and  Mr.  Kelly  ^  J^l^^^,,,^  ,,1  Major  Led.-.ch. 
Cleveland,  the  only  temale  1-  ^    "  i^st  named  bemg 

a  courtly  gentleman  ^^^^^^  ^  ladies  in  the  party  toned 
residents  of  Pierre.   The  pres^n<^^  ^ue  commissioners  and 

down  the  almost  boisterous  ^„  .^e  trip,  and  tt 

rt.eir  friends  had  been  J^^^^^,^  of  Ordway  to  render 
or^ly  needed  the  presence  ot  J  ,  The  gloom 

,He  ride  as  qttiet  and  solemn  a  grand  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  .^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
at  times  was  almost  depressing  an  ^^^^^^^  picturesque 

by  some  of  Gressey's  jokes,  bt  .  ^^^.^ 
s  enery  that  marked  the  ^^^^^  and  were  thrilled 
and  stripes  floating  in  the  '^-^   ^  from  Fort  Sully 

bv  the  soul  stirring  nutstc  of  n  d  -  (.-ho 
and  heard  the  cheery  ;  7,',;„ouncing  that  dinner  wottld 

had  finally  got  on  the-band    a  o  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

.be  ready  at  Mr.  btebbn.  s  tavern  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^.^ 

!C^:er'a:l:^^^S;ere  .^^^^^^  ^„  ,.,s 

Pierre  is  a  umque  W-"-      ^  ,ap.tal  or  no 

than  in  reality,  but  -^^»>  '          \-  the  flat  extending 

capital.    Her  busmess  po^^  -  ^^^^^^      ,  the  north 

along  the  river,  whde  th.  t             P  ^.^^^  ^ 

gradually  and  gracefully.  tl^^'=^P  o„ce  rugged  and 

posing  spot,  commanding  a  v.      o    =^  .  ^^^^^^^ 

picturesque,  or  calm  an     re.tu^^^  a      ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

wander,  and  at^ordmg  a  ^^^^^ 

-  seen  for  miles  arouna.    i'^f;>      ;  long  enough  to 
river  bottom  and  that  <^--  y—,,  „,,,e,  of  the  characteristics 

give  the  surveyors  a  cha,t..     I  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

of  a  frontier  town  than  any  po  ^  ,,t,,ed 

more  than  offset  by  a  P^^5^7'"^;"  '  ;  ^^,,.h  features.  co.v- 
Liety  that  wiU  evenU.ally^  re  eem  ,t  o        o.  .^^^  ^ 

-i::tr;:si^;:"- 
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tee  on  entertainment  who  had  hoped  to  reserve  the  perforraar.e 
untd  our  arrival.  Indeed,  the  only  tragedy  which  varied  our  n- 
joyme,U  was  that  on  the  gnmbo  hills  across  the  nver,  u.  whidt 

more  anon.*  i       ^  f^rrv 

•-Vfter  the  tour  of  inspection  and  dinner  the   steam  ferry 
was 'invaded  and  an  hour  or  two  spent  on  the  plaad  bosom 
of  the  Muddv  Missouri,   chanking  peanuts,  gettu.g  stuck  on 
sand  bars  and  viewing  the  scenery  along  shore  . 
eral  pi-eon  toed,  round  shouldered,  hangdog  lookmg  noble  red 
m  n  a:d  squaws  whose  aversion  to  water  was  our  only  protection 
against  an  attack,)  all  to  the  thrUUng  strains  of  the  ban  .  van  d 
by  the  shrill  shriek  of  the  whistle  or  the  luxurious  oath  ot  the 
pLt  whenever  a  sand-bar  was  struck.    A  landing  was  made  at 
quaint  old  Fort  Pierre,  who  from  her  gumbo  throne  has  seen 
her   pristine   glory    depart   and    settle    down    across    the  river. 
Speaking  of  gumbo,  it  is  more  treacherous  than  a  woman  s  smde, 
as  unsubstantial  as  a  politician's  promise,  and  as  uncertain  as  tne 
location  of  the  Capital.    Led  on  by  that  gay  deceiver  and  through- 
bred  Kentuckv  gentleman.  Major  Lcdwich,  sah.  the  party  es- 
sayed to  climb  a  gumbo  hill.    There  had  been  a  rain  on  it  about 
a  year  ago,  but  the  gumbo  looked  fair  underfoot,  and  its  crisp, 
drv  surface  seemed  to  invite  a  merry  run  to  the  top.     Alas^  . 
how  evervthing  is  not  what  it  seems  in  this  world  of  sm  and 
sorrow   of  Yankton  and  Chamberlain.    We  made  a  bold  start 
the  treacherous  crust  stood  firm  until  we  got  fairly  aboard  and 
then  turned  loose  in  all  its  gumboic,  satanic,  diabolic  depravity. 
Ima°-ine  yourself  standing  on  a  chunk  of  wet  soap  at  the  edge 
of  Hades  and  vou  mav  have  a  faint  conception  of  the  sensation 
as  we  tried  to  move:  to  go  ah.cad  was  impossible  .to  back  out 
was  more  so,  to  sit  down  would  have  been  slow  death,  to  stand 
up  was  living  torture.     Wail  after  wail  rent  the  air,  m  fact 
a  perfectiv  svmphonv  of  agony  went  up  to  the  bright,  mocking 
skies  above      Our  feet  stuck  in  the  vile  stuflf  long  enough 
to  raise  our  hopes  that  we  might  take  a  step  forward,  and  then 
-   be-an  to  slide  slowly  one  way  and  another,  and  it  seemed  as 
thou-h  the  verv  earth  was  slipping  out  into  eternity.     But  we 
\vio-<r1ed  and  squirmed  and  struggled  and  shrieked  our  way  once 
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„.ore  to  terra  firn.a.  and  it  cost  50  cents  all  around  to  get  the 
sleeping  car  porter  to  clea,>  the  shoes  ot  the  advenU  re,.  CapU 
Wagner  hirej  a  n.ule  tean,  to  do  the  breaking  on  h:s.  Seve  a^ 
of  the-partv  who  yearned  to  take  some  sort  ot  a  rehc  rom 
Fort  Pierre'eame  away  perfecdy  satisfied  with  that  they  got^ 

In  spite  of  this  experience,  everybody  got  arotmd  m  time 
to  be  handsomely  entertained  at  the  ho.ne  of  Mrs.  ^-^-/^^'^ 
in  the  evening,   from  whence  they   went  to  the  ^-'l-^'  ; 
hotel  and  sat  down  to  a  banquet,   fairly  ^f^^^'^^""  « 
elegance  and  variety  of  its  bill  of  fare,  and  followed  b>   a  set 
pr<;<.ramme  of  speeches,  n.ore  or  less  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sio:    It  was  the  first  banquet  on  the  trip  where  the  la  .es  were 
invited,  and  enUvened  as  it  was  by  the  presence  ot  -^h  soc.ety 
leaders  as  Mrs.  Col.  Ordway,  Mrs.  WUhams,  Mrs.  Prent^s  and 
others  of  Pierre,  and  the  Huron  delegation  with  Mrs.  Capt.  Hughes 
as  the  particular  guest,  it  was  the  one  longest  to  be  remembered 
by  all  present.    Another  night  in  the  car,  a  forenoon  of  mdi- 
■  vidual  sight  seeing  m  Pierre,  and  a  quick  rale  to  Huron,  ends  the 
•  expedition.    The  Commissioners  will  leave  tomght  tor  bt.  Paul, 
and  thence  to  Canton,  where  another  reception  is  wa.tmg  them. 
The  subscriber  will  take  Peck's  new  stage  line  in  the  mornmg 
and  return  to  Mitchell  to  spend  Sunday  in  the  bosom  ot  h.s- 
that  is  to  say;  in  the  sacred  precints  of  "Bachelor's  Rest.' 

.      POINTS   PERTIXKXT   AND   I JU'EKTIXENT. 

Dr  Scott  of  Grand  Forks,  is  a  true  philosopher.  On  the 
way  to  Pierre  his  new  $5  felt  hat  blew  ott"  the  platform  and  went 
bowling  over  the  prairie.  Did  he  plunge  headlong  from  the  tram 
to  catch  if-  Never  a  bit.  He  located  the  quarter  section  on 
which  it  stopped,  telegraphed  back  at  the  next  stationjo  have 
it  corraled,  borrowed  the  best  hat  in  the  party  of  th<;/«^<;'=^''.>' 
and  enjoved  himself  under  it  until  his  return,  when  h,s  lost  tde 
was  handed  him,  having  been  picked  up  by  a  section  hand. 

It  is  pitiful  to  compare  the  childish  whine  of  the  Yankton 
papers  with  the  manly,  independent  sentiment  of  the  Terntory  a 
Lge,  which  says  to  the  Connnissi-m,  "we  are  satisfied  you  will 
do  your  work  honestly  and  honorably." 
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The  temporary  correspondent  on  the  ning  of  the  Pioneer 
Press  made  a  bad'  break  fron,  Ordway.  when  he  settled  so  con- 
fidently that  the  syndicate,  the  railroads  and  the  Comm.ss.on  had 
agreed  on -that  as  a  compromise  point..  It  is  my  candid  opmion 
gLn  ^yithout  fear  or  fayor.  that  of  all  of  *e  '--/'^^^f^ 
Lrdeen  is  the  best,  Ordway  is  the  best,  Redheld  is  the  best, 
Huron  is  the  best,  Pierre  is  the  best,  each  and  eyery  one  haynrg 
a  central   location,  and  unexampled  railroad   facilities  and  an 
unsurpassable  site  for  a  capital  building.    And  over  ana  above 
all.  Mitchell  looms  and  towers,  even  as  Baron  Mckenzie  outsizes 
the  trim  built  Thompson  or  the  dapper  DeLong. 

Aberdeen's  artesian  well  is  a  maryel.  It  has  spasms  occa- 
sionally when  it  casts  out  volumes  of  mud  and  stone  from  a  four 
inch  pipe  a  distance  of  twenty  feet. 

.  -  Canton's  entertainment  of  the  Commission  was  as  hosp  table 
as  that  at  any  point.  Her  proposed  capital  site  is  one  o  the 
prettiest  in  the  lot,  and  were  she  located  nearer  the  mtenor 
would  make  her  a  formidable  rival.  ,  , 

■  The  James  River  \'alley  is  the  grandest  section  of  Dakota, 
■take  it  at  any  point  you  will,  from  bustling  energetic  Jamestown 
to  misguided,  clique-cursed  Yankton.         ,  _ 

Canton   Mav  r 5th.    Today  has  been  the  most  eventful  thus 
far  in  the  history  of  the  most  important  transaction  m  Dakota  s 
young  career.  .  High  noon  was  the  thue  set  for  the  opening  of 
k  bids,  which  by  the  introduction  of   several  ^orth  Dakota 
aspirants,  numbered  eleven   when   President   Hughes  called  the 
Commission  to  order.    The  hall  .was  filled  with  an  anxious  and 
deeply  interested  crowd,  and  as  the  seal  of  each  successive  pro- 
posal'was  broken  a  feather  could  have  been  heard  to  drop.  The 
bids  as  telegraphed  you  today  were  as  follows: 
Mitchell,  $160,000  and  160  acres. 
Huron  Sioo.ooo  and  160  acres. 

Ordway.  $.00,000  and  320  acres,  and  ifo  for  railroa.l  grounds. 
Aberdeen,  $100,000  and  iTio  acres. 
Pierre,  $100,000  and  250  acres. 
Bisniarck,  $100,000  and  320  acres. 
■  Redfielil:  $100,000  and  240  acres. 
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Canton,  $100,000  and  160  acres. 

Odessa,  ?200,oc«  and  .60  acres,  certified  check  t.r  full  amount 

accompany  in  g  the  proposal.  .  ,    -  „    •  ,1- 

Steeli.  $100,000  and  160  acres,  also  with  ltdl  caeck. 
FrLnkfort,  $100,000  and  160  acres. 
■     Mitchell's  show  down  rather  took  the  other  con  pettto.,  b> 
surpnse    and  when  lUsmarck  accompanied  her  donation  wtth 
written  guarantee  that  her  t6o  acres  would  ^^"^^f^^J^ 
was  another  subdued  expression  of  surpnse.    Ordway  s  stanoard 
cash    ot^-er    was    swelled    measurably    by    the    terms    of  the 
atd  o  tt  of  3-  acres  for  capital  grounds,  and  another  quart  . 
rtit-e  depoJ  and  yard  facilit.es  to  her  prospecuve   radro  . 
Pie^re-s  cash  bid  was  below  expectation  as  was  Huron  s    wi  de 
Korth  Dakota  came  to  the  front  in   charactertst.c  ^  e  ^ 
certified  checks   for  $.00,000  and  Sroo.ooo  respecttveh  ^ 
Odessa  and  Steele.    The  other  towns  showed 
and  whether  their  offers  accou.plish  any  more,  thej   assure  th. 

orld  a   large  that  Dakota  towns  are  well  worthy  the  reputa Uou 
•  ie  r  push  a;d  grit  have  gained.    The  unknown  b.d,  reterre.^  .0 
heretofore  was  a  hoax  offering  Si,c»o.ooo  m  the  name  of  b.oux 
Wes-n^'^O"^  Beadle  county,  put  ut  an  infornral  proposition 
that  gave  her  a  good  "ad/* 

3  o'clock  opportunity  was  given  the  representatives  ol  he 
sevJra     ,>wns  to  enlarge  on  their  localities  .and  they  responded 
a^^      and  to  the  point.    Each  point  was  set  out  m  all  its  mani- 

0  d  ad4nta<.es  and  while  local  ambition  wrecked  all  the  establish- 
fd  tratir:  of  latitude,  and  longitude,  and  the  "--odtiction  ot 
North  Dakota  bids  in  dead  earnest  totally  demoralised  tl  e  46  1. 
oarallel  theory  of  location,  the  speeches  were  marked  b>  toice 

and  fainiess  towards  rival  points.    Aberdeen  anima  ver  ed 
llWitlv  on  the  claims  of  Ordway  and  Huron  took  direct  .>s 
■vvWi    Pierre-s   pretensions,   recognizing   that   place   as     er  b 
oossible  rival.     Mitchell  was  fortunate  m  having  her  case  pie 
:  t  d  bv  Hon.  Hiram  Barber,  whose  speech  was  at  once  for.  , 

1  •    1    '    1  cfruiMv  Inv'd  to  the  commercial  interests  ot  Uakota. 
ir;:okte  ;     t.i  d,:;  to  esiabhs,,  the  capital  at  Mitchell  would 

.  "cure  to  SoiUherii  Dakota  a  commercial  center  of  vast  importance, 
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While  to  place  the  seat  of  government  away  to  the  north  would 
serve  to  build  up  a  metropolis  for  this  section  at  so.ne  pomt  out- 
side the  territory.    His  arguments  were  generally  adn-ntted   o  be 
afconvincing  ai.d  as  well  put  as  any  to  which  the  Comm:ss,on 
has  listened.     A.  B.  Melville,  Esq.,  made  a  masterly  speech  m 
behalf  of  Huron  and  W.  S.  Wells  stood        for  P-"^^  f 
vantages  of  site,  location  and  railroad  possib.ht.es  .n  a  style  that 
was  marked  more  for  square-toed  logic  and  directness,  than  for 
rhetorical  flourish.    Bonanza  Steele,  however,  sent  h.s  „a,nesal« 
off  in  a  manner  that  took  the  entire  bakery,  pans  and. all.  But 
what  inspiration  couldn't  a  ...an  feel  and  be  funny  who  ca,.  draw 
.  his  certified  check  for  $100,000  and  still  have  a  httle  left  .n 
the  locker  for  a  rainy  day.  ,  Odessa  had  no  representat.ve  ev^ 
dently  thinkh.g  that  her  money  $200,000  in  spot  cash,  could  talk 
loudly  enough. 

.  ^fter  the  talking  was  finished  the  Commission  adjourned  to 
•  meet' at  the  call  of  the  President.  The  mc.bers  separate  ton.ght 
to  meet  in  St,  Paul  and  go  on  their  tour  of  inspect.on  through- 
■  out  North  Dakota.  I  had  alniost  forgotte..  to  n.ent.on  that  H.gh 
Sheriff  Patrick  Brennan,  of  Yankton  county,  was  m  town  th.s 
morning  and  served  the  quo  warranto  papers  on  the  Comm.ss.oners 
whom  he  overlooked  befo,-e,  Scott  and  Spauld.ug. 

May  20th.  St.  Paul.  It  is  a  positive  relief  to  get  among 
people  once  .nore  who  don't  talk  you  to  death  about  the  cap.tal  and 
I  am  enjoying  that  relief  today,  among  the  Comm.ss.oners.  They 
are  of  the  very  few  people  in  or  out  of  Dakota  who  do,.-t  d.scuss 
the  subject  vet.  Taking  one  consideration  with  another,  a  Com- 
missioner's I'ot  is  not  a  happy  one,  if  he  tries  to  shape  h.s  course 
by  the  criticis.ns  of  the  oppcnc.ts  of  the  measure  that  created 
hi.n.    For  instance: 

When  the  Commissioners  organized  o..  the  fly  through 
Yankton  thev  were  accused  of  avoiding  officers  of  the  law;  when 
the  other  dav  at  Canton  they  rode  boldly  by  special  car  .nto 
the  arms  of  'High  Sheriff  Patrick  Brenna,.,  bedad,  ot  \  ankton 
Countv  (arn.ed  with  quo  warranto  •  writs,)  .t  was  'sa.d  the.r 
<.uilty'conscie..ces  drove  the.n  to  give  themselves  up  to  arrest. 
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When  it  was  first  understood  by  the  piAlic  that  bids  ^^■oM 
not  be  received  after  May  i.  the  cry  came  up  that  it  was  a  put 
up  job  to  shut  out  competition  ;  and  when  the  Comnyss.oners  ex- 
tended tl.e  time,  another  howl  arose  to  the  effect  that  the  later 
competing  towns  would  have  an  advantage  over  the  others. 

Because  the  Commissioners  propose  to  visit  all  towns  ahke 
some  say  thev  are  doing  their  best  to  swell  their  per  diem  re- 
returns;  were' they  to  do  otherwise  and  neglect  any  asp.nng  pom  , 
it  could  be  justlv  charged  that,  there  was  a  cut  and  dried  scheme. 

Another  heinous  offense  is  that  the  visiting  statesmen  allow 
the  towns  which  they  inspect  to  entertain  them  to  the  extent  ot 
"feeding  and  sleeping"  them;  yet  were  hotel  bills  added  to  the 
other  expenses  of  the  Comnnssion  a  hue  and  cry  would  rend  the 
air  over  the  extravagance  of  the  trip,  and  certain  economists,  like 
the  Press  and  Dakotan,  would  insist  that  a  telephonic  or  telegraphic 
inspection  of  the  various  points  would  be  sufficient. 

Because  the  several  members  keep  their  own  counsel  is  stoutest 
■  evidence  to  some  diat  they  are  parties  to  a  plot;  were  they  to 
talk  freelv  of  their  plans  and  divulge  every  detail  these  same  critics 
would  point  to  that  as  evidence  that  they  were  trying  to  mislead 
the  public  as  to  their  real  designs. 

So  as  before  remarked,  the  Commissioner's  lot  would  not  be 
a  happ'v  one,  were  he  to  shape  his  course  by  adverse  criticism. 
Happilv  he  is  a  man  of  brains  and  independence,  and  don  t  try. 
It  wotdd  be  difficult -to  get  together  nine  men  of  greater  inde- 
pendence, finer  determinaticm  and  wiser  discretion  than  these 
same  capital  Commissioners. 

During  mv  recent  short  stay  in  Mitchell  I  unloaded  my- 
self prettv  generaV.v  of  information  on  this  location  question, 
and  as  I  went  to  the  train  Friday  night  it  occured  to  me  that  is 
was  a  severe  task  to  assume  a  wisdom  I  do  not  posses.  It  is 
'  a  positive  fact  tl.al .  I  kn.nv  l«s  about  this  perplexing  question 
than  I  did  a  month  ago.,  yet  since  leaving  home  one  or  two 
points  have  occured  to  me; 

The  capital  will  go  to  one  ol  four' points:  M.tclieU,  tieiie, 
Ordwav,  (.r  Bismarck,  con^i.lering  them   in  the  order  ot  their 
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locality  and  size  of  their  bids,  and  not  from  any  pointers  I  may 
have  received.  . 

Barring  possibly  Pierre,  Mitchell  has  nothing  to  fear  if 
cither  of -the  towns  mentioned  succeeds,  while  if  Bismarck  is 
the  lucky  point,  our  town  will  receive  the  direct  benefit  of  a 
southeast  through  line  from  the  capital  to  Yankton  and  Sioux 
City. 

If  Mitchell  be  n->;t  chosen  there  is  no  cause  for  discourage- 
ment.   Let  balf  the  energy  and  enterprise  b  displayed  to  secure 
her  manufacturies  and  wholesale  houses  that  have  been  devoted 
to  putting  salt  on  the  tail  of  the  capital  bird,  and  she  can  win 
her  lasting  right  to  the  title  of  the  metropoUs  of  Southeastern 
Dakota.     And  right  here'  is  a  good  place  to  point  out  one  ot 
the   most   serious    drawbacks   to   :Mitcheirs  prosperity-personal 
quarrels  that  have  been  nursed  and  aggravated  until  they  enter 
into  everv  phase  of  business  and  social  life.    It  may  not  be  in 
good  taste  to  drag  the  skeleton  in  our  closet  into  public  view, 
but  I  do  it  in  the  liope  that  while  it  is  out  it  may  be  eternally 
smashed.    Until  it  is,  and  there  is  a  broad,  generous  union  ot 
effort  to  build  up  the  town,  :Mitchell  can^  never  hope  to  be  the 
commercial  center  whicli  her  location  and  railroad  prospects  render 
possible.    The  Capital  has  striven  for  harmony  by  refusing  to  be 
driven  or  drawn  into  certain  of  their  disgraceful  squabbles,  until 
its  loyalty  to  its  friends  has  almost  been  questioned,  and  its  self 
respect  all  but  seriously  compromised;  but  I  have  felt  that  the 
endeavor  to  conduct  a  clean,  fair,  unbiased  newspaper,  one  that 
would  not  convey  to  the  outside  world  the  impression  that  the 
interests  of  ^.litchell  and  Davision  county  were  in  the  hands  of 
worse  than  thieves  ard  robbers,  would  in  the  end  be  appreciated. 
From  men  whose  line  of  action  has  no  higher  motive  than  personal 
gratification,    who   would    rather    satisfy    a    petty    revenge  for 
fancied  injurv  than  contribute  to  the  progress  of  the  town,  I 
expect  no  C(  n'sideration,  but  1  am  confident  that  the  sober,  second 
thought  of  the  community  at  large  will  sustain .  this  course,  and 
give^ile  credit  for  hone.ty  and  sincerity  of  pnrpiA-,e,  under  cu- 
cumstances  more  or  less  embarrassing. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTOKICAL  COLLECTIONS  159 

But  I  have  digressed  too  fat.    The  patty  which  has  been 

.  1  K    \rr^    DeLono-   and  ^tr.  and  Mrs.  Na=h  ot  '^an 
augntented  by  Mt=.  DeLon  ^^^^^^  ^. 

T-  t  and  te  ves  "  Con.ntissionets  Myets,  Matthews  attd 
S^IS  and  Z  E.  T.  Ctessey  of  Hutot.  leaves  this  even., 
over  the  Northern  Pacific  for  Bismarck. 

L,i  Fork,.   M.y  ...    Aftc,  „.aiU..g  '  «  '°"f '"4, 

eoing  10  .1...  .>rof.ne  ,.«,»  of  DAoO  „ 

r  sir*;.:";:™  "rR:.;.t; ». 

irS.n.  .  co.„c.,»  o.  C...^  H«..s  C.P.  C™. 
-  S  :«..1e«.«.  C«l.  S..e..  »f  ...o  >«,,„i„5  .0...  ,1...  b»r. 

niissioners  from  feeling  at  all  lonesome  on  his  trip. 

in.  citizens  of  Grand  Forks  were  not  looking  tor  company 
tomorrow,  but  they  did  the  honoi.  most  hospitably  and 
pa  ty  were  given  the  best  the  city  had.  The  elegant  new  club 
rolls  were  thrown  open  and  after  an  hour  or  two  there,  dinner 
r  e  ved  at  the  Griggs  house,  which  every  South  Da  otan  w 
took  in  the  Territorial  Convention  last  fall  well  remember..  Gran  . 
Fork  bv  the  way.  lu.  gr„wn  niarveloi.ly  in  ihe  pa.  si.  mout . 
and  solid,  substantial  brick  *l.r^;elii;" 


row  of  frames  thai  ---i-   -  ,   •  , 
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The  special  leaves  for  Barlett  at  4:30  o'clock  and  from  there 
we  will  drive  some  fifteen  miles  to  the 
exists  now  only  on  paper  and  in  the  imagination  of  its  P™|«^ 
If  I  get  back  in  time  tomorrow  I  will  send  m  a  brief  descrip- 
tion of  the  place  and  its  surroundings. 

Bound  for  Bismarck.  Wednesday.  6:30  A.  M.  Seventy  miles 
due  west  of  Grand  Forks,  on  the  Manitoba  road,  lies  the  bustlmg 
twn  of  Bartlett  at  the  end  of  the  line.    Less  than  five  months 
old,  and  once  nearly  destroyed  by  fire,  she 
ideal  of  a  frontier  town  than  any  point  thus  tar  visited ;  and  yet 
even  Bartlett  doesn't  succeed  in  being  so  thoroughly  deprav  d 
as  her  half  dozen  concert  saloons  and  gambling  rooms  in  tuU 
blast  day  and  night  would  indicate.    She  had  wild  expectations 
when  the  railroad  reached  her,  and  town  lots  so  d  all    he  .  y 
from  $300  to  $r.co.    But  one  day  Jim  Hill  of  the  Manitoba  called 
on  he;  and  for  some  grievance,  real  or  fancied  agains   the  to., 
■site  men  announced  his  detemination  to  pull  up  his  side  tracks  ani 
move  his  station  from  her  limits.    This  stopped  the  boom,  and 
together  wth  the  fire  of  two  weeks  ago.  has  checked  lier  H^^^^^ 

The  wonderful  town  of  Odessa  is  twelve  miles  from  B.ulett 
and.  fitted  out  with  a  number  of  fine  .igs  belonging  to  tne 
capitalists  who  have  started  the  embyo  metropolis  ot  the  Devil 
Lake  country,   the'  party  enjoyed  the   "^e   across   rtie   coim  ry 
immenselv  vesterday  forenoon.    The  much  talked  ot  Devi  ,  L=a.e 
countrv  Ihows  nothing  marvelous,  but  is  picturesque  and  so  fa 
unsur^eyed,  tho  settlers  are  coming  into  it  rapidly     The  lake 
itself  is  a  charming  inland  gem,  slightly  touched  with  alkali,  and 
is  thirty  miles  long  to  anywhere  from  a  half  to  three  miles  wide 
It  is  skirte.l  bv  trees,  and  the  scenery   is  weird   and  rugged 
enough  in  some  directions  to  warrant  the  profanity  ot  its  title. 
-Mreadv  several  towns  are  perched  on  it.  bluft's,  at  various  pomts, 
Creel  city,  near  which  the  NN'ard  tragedy  occured,  and  Minne- 
waukan,  'being  l.Kated  near  tlie  upper  end. 

The  site  of  O.lessa  and  its  name  ami  its  plats  on  paper,  with 
half  dozen  scattered  building,  constitute  the  town  t^ns  time 
but  it  has  h.pc.  of  which  its  cadi  ?.>oo.oc.o  l.d  f-  ' 

an  indication.     It  is  backed  by  a  powertul  syndicate,  tthat 
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in 
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is  the  correct  word  to  use  in  this  section  in  referring  to  any 
combination  of  capitalists,  whether  their  stock  be  $1000  or 
$1,000,000)  of  Grand  Forks  boomers,  with  a  few  outsiders,  and 
whether  it  ever  gets  the  railroads  it  hopes  for,  and  attains  the 
size  it  is  now  banking  on,  it  will  some  day  be  one  of  the  loveli- 
est and  most  popular  summer  resorts  in  the  northwest.  What  it 
looks  for  now  is  the  crossing  of  either  the  Northern  Pacific  or 
Manitoba  lines,  in  some  of  their  wanderings  and  it  claims  the 
most  accessible  point  on  the  entire  lake  for  such  crossing.  The 
capital  site  at  Odessa  is  a  fine  one,  and  it  is  a  general  sentiment 
that  this  would  be  just  the  spot  for  North  Dakota" s  seat  of 


government. 


St.  Paul.  ^lay  28.  Thus  far  on  the  way  home  I  shall  try  to 
take  up  the  story  of  the  Capital  "swing  around  the  circle"  where 
I  laid  it  down  last  week,  after  the  trip  to  Odessa.  Just  what 
should  give  the  Devil's  Lake  country  importance  beyond  all  other 
localities  in  this  marvelous  northwest,  is  not  easy  to  see,  even 
after  viewing  it  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  yet  there 
is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  it  holds  out  attractions  which  prove 
irresistible  to  land  seekers  and  settlers.  Railroads  are  pointing 
toward  the  Take  from  every  direction  and  at  some  point  on  its 
picturesque  borders  there  is  sure  to  be  a  large  town  combining 
the  bustle  of  a  business  center  with  the  beauties  of  a  summer 
resort.  And  another  thing  is  almost  a  dead  certainty,  if  North 
Dakota  becomes  a  Territory  by  itself,  some  where  on  the  shores 
of  Devil's  Take  will  be  the  site  of  its  capital  building.  Odessa 
herself  offers  a  location  that  is  hardly,  surpassed  by  any  of  the 
several  aspirants. 

STEELE  FARM.      .     ■  :   ■    '    •  '■• 

Not  the  lease  delightful  feature  of  the  ride  to  Bismarck 
last  Wednesday  was  a  call  in  the  rain  at  Steele  farm,  a  short 
distance  east  of  the  town  of  Steele,  whose  $100,000  cash  bid 
was  one  of  the  episodes  of  Canton.  Here  is  the  elegantly  ap- 
pointed home  of  that  pot)ular  bonanza  farmer,  W.  F.  Steele. 
"■racefuUv  presided  over  bv  Mrs.  Steele,  and  blessed  by  the  pre- 
sence  of  Mr.  Steele's  mother,  whose  So  ' years  are  belied  by  her 
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activity  and  sprightly  speech  and  n,anner.    Steele  fa™  .s  an  ul  a, 
farm  n  everv  respect,  with  I  don't  ren.enAer  how  many  thousand 
acres  under 'cultivation;  a  magnificent  dairy   w.th   r.ch  cream, 
from  which  the  entire  party  was  treated,  both  going  and  commg; 
with  a  stable  of  blooded  horses  for  road  and  work  use  .  w.  h 
a  large  hennerv,  provided  with  the  l.f.t  .ncubar.ng  machure.y 
with  a  pig  pen  whose  drawing  an  1  d^n.ng  rooms  woulc  ... 
blush  many  a  creature  claiming  a  cleanhness  supenor   to  the 
porcine  tribe;  with  twenty  five  acres  devoted  to  small  gardemng ; 
Ll  with  buildings  that  are  ec.nal  to  the  host  eflorts  of  the  fancy 
far,ners  in  the  east.    And  to  crown  all  tins,      a  resulence  uh.ch 
in  size  stvle,  and  interior  arrangement,  would  adorn  the  avenue, 
of  anv  cits-.    I  should  not  go  thus  into  details,  more  or  less  gossipy, 
over 'Steele  farm,  were  it  not  that  it  is  one  of  the  inst.tut.ons 
of  North  Dakota,  and  to  a  certain  fxtcnl.  nubhc  property,  so 
far  as  enthusiastic  adnriratiou  goes.    Mr.  an.l  Mrs.  Steele  were 
invited  guests  of  the  Commission  on  its  trip  to  Bismarck  and  back 
to  St    Paul,  and  those  of  us  whose  course  lay  southward  from 
here,  said  goodbye  to  them  with  the  sincercst  regret. 

BISM.VRCk'S  IIOSl'nWLITY.  .     .  .    ,    '      7     .:>  :.■ 
Fver   since   the   advocates   of   division    were   knocked  nearly 
off  their  pins  bv  the  bid  which  Bismarck  dropped  like  a  bomb 
.into  the  camp  of  the  Comnnssion  at  Canton,  interest  has  seemed 
to  culminate  in  this  place.    Her  citizens  seemed  to  appreciate  the 
fact  that  the  eyes  of  tlie  world  were  upon  then,,  for  froni  the  tnue 
the  train  stopped  there  Wednesday  evening  until  it  pulled  out  ba  - 
urdav   morning,   there   was   a   succession    of   handsomely   n,a  e 
efforts  to  entertai,>.    B.ismarck  means  business,  and  I  am  not  .ui- 
prised  that  the  south  Dakota  friends  view  her  efforts  wUu  -^er:- 
.  ous  apprehensions.     Yet.  while  oth  >.cs  i^avc  huagaied  a  sev.ou. 
dvanoe  in  the  situation  to  the  disad  an^age  of  Mitchells  prospec,=. 
I  confess  I  liave  not.    The  mere  fact  of  Bismarck's  bid  put  a  new 
face  on  affairs,  aiul  tlic  visk  there  simply  sustained  the  e..nn 
made  bv  her  reprvsciuatives  at  Canton.    Tlu-  town  is  one  oi  tne 
older  selUeinen.s  in  X  .nh  Dakota,  v,n  .ts  r.d  growth  has  ... 
within  the  pa,t  tive  years.    It  lies  o.  Uk  second  plateau  n-.m  ,he 
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river    precluding-  all  possibUty  of  nooding.  and  back  trom  the 
business  streets,  the  residence  portions  slope  gracefully  ana  no 
■:oo  steep.    The  capital  site  is  directly  ..  .vtlt  and  n,  the  heart  o 
what  will  be  the  artistocratic  quarter  of  the  city,  when  she  s.all 
have  reached  that  growth  which  is  tt,ainly  a  qvesnet:  ol  tnne  and 
internal  energv.    One  half  of  the  ,VO  acres  offered  lies  ou  t.te 
flats  and  will  onlv  be  valuable  when  the  ravag.-,  ol  the  r.ver  are 
guarded  against  effectually.    I  was  candid  in  saying  that  uruway 
possessed  an  exceptionally  beautiful  site;  I  was  earnest  .v.en  I 
pictured  the  advantages  of  Pierre's  location  but  after  dnv.ng  to 
the  top  of  Bis,narck-s  capit,>line  hill  and  to  the  entranc.ng  strauis 
of  the  Fort  Keogh  tuilitary  band,  drinking  in  the  beauties  which 
were  visible  in  ;very  direction   (at  both  short  and  long  range, 
mv  hat  comes  off,  and  I  ant  thankful  that  there  are  no  other 
points  to  visit,  for  I  haven't  an  ad.iective  left.    "See  Xap'e,  and 
Die"  rnav  be  all  well  enough,  but  after  seeing  Lismarc.  as  i 
saw  her,'vou  won't  want  to  die,  you  will  yearn  to  go  there  and 
Uve   forever.     This   may   seem  enthusiastic,   but   I    i.^ally  cant 

'''''' Tlie  social  features  of  our  visit  were  varied  and  bnllant. 
Wedne<dav  evening  an  informal   reception  and  dance  was  en- 
joyed at  the  parlors  of  the  Sheridan  House;  Thursday  torcuocni, 
the  reception  committee  and  the  citizens  of  the  place  .did  the 
Iv^n  Ts  on  the  ride  of  in.spcction ;  in  the  afternoon  a  pioneer  s 
reunion  was  held  at  the  court  house,  where  Dr.  W.  A.  Burleigh 
paid  his  respects  to  the  Yankton  s,|uealers  and  k.ckers  ui  the 
course  of  an  interesting  speech  of  reminiscence.     His  best  point 
.as  that  when  the  capital  was  located  at  Yankton,  it  was  the 
fittest  snot  in  the  Territory.    It  was  the  exact  center  ot  popula- 
tion and  a  half  a  mile  in  either  .lirection  would  have  placHl  ine 
capita!  outside  the   settlement,   allo.gether.       But     .uice  then, 
Dakota  has  gr.nvn.     Tlu.rsday  evening  occurre.l  the  to mal  re- 
ception at  the  Sheri.lan.  where  was  spread  a  baiupiet  that  wouM 
.wu-rant  most  extravagaw,  .Iescriptin„   were    I   up  m  tha:  line. 
I  have  >aved  the  elegant  satin  and  gold  bill  of   tare    n  nvcver, 
and  will  frame  it  for  in.pectinu  when  1  gel  home.     Dr.  Bei,tl> 
■  ;,-.,de  the  addre.s  of  welcome  and  buih  up  a  very  pkiusih.e  tneory 
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as'  to  Bismarck  being  the  orginal  site  of  the  garden  of  E'len. 
Naone  appeared  well  enough  posted  in  sacred  history  to  c.spu.e 
hi.  arguments,  except  Elder  Cressey,  of  the  Huron  Daily  _  Leader, 
an.;  as  he  had  traded  off  his  commentary  for  a  copy  ot  Hoyle, 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  made  his  points  good.  Capt  Lugnes 
made  the  best  effort  of  the  trip  in  his  response,  and  Hon.  J.  C. 
Burrows,  of  Michigan,  when  called  on,  responded  in  a  magmhcen: 
speech  that  caused  the  room  to  re-echo  with  applause.  But 
life  is  too  short  and  space  too  limited  to  try  to  do  justice  to  this 

occasion.  ^  ,  .  ,  • 

Now  a  word  or  two  as  to  Bismarck's  business  features,  wh.cn 
are  entitled  to  a  share  of  attention.    Her  location  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  on  its  $10,000,000  bridge  over  the  Missouri, 
is  well  known.  Besides  these  stimulants  to  commence,  she  looks  for 
near  connections  with  the  Northwestern  and  the  Milwaukee  trom  the 
south  the  old  C.  R.  &  N.  from  the  southeast,  and  the  Mamtoba  from 
the  Devil's  Lake  region,  some  of  which  lines  are  already  surveyed 
toward  her  borders.    The  business  buildings  are  largely  substantia, 
ones,  two  and  three  stories  high,  of  brick  and  stone,  and  I  notice  m 
process  of  construction  three  blocks,  none  under  three  stories,  and  of 
pressed  brick,  while  marked  additions  are  beiftg  made  in  the  residence 
districts.    The  newspapers  of  Bismack  are  the  Daily  Tribune,  the 
most  metropolitan   sheet   in  appearance  in   Dakota,   owned  and 
ably  conducted  by  Colonel  Lounsberry,  -which  is  also  P.  iL,  and 
Marshall  Jewell,  a  namesake  and  nephew  of  the  late  chairman  ot 
the  national  republican  committee;  the  Daily  Advertiser,  a  new 
afternoon  venture  by  two  late  employees  of  the  Tribune;  and  the 
Herald   a  bright  free  lance  weekly,  in  the  hands  ot  that  widely 
known'pioneer  editor.  Arthur  Limi,  who  established  the  Union  at 
Yankton,   (from  which  the  Press  and  Dakotan  has  grown,  or 
rather  retrograded).     Mr.  Linn  is  seconded  in  his  work  by  his 
■  wife    who  has  the  rare  sense  to  appreciate  die  dignity  ot  her 
labor  and  does  not  allow  an  undue  idea  of  her  importance  to  pre- 
vent 'her  from  being  a  delightful  lady  s<,cially.    She  accompanied 
the  partv  on  its  trip  to  Glendive  on  Friday,  of  which  more  anon. 
The  Tribune  celebrated  the  visit  of  the  con.m.ssi.m  by  maugurat- 
an  afternoon  edition,  to  which  ex-Clerk  Quinn,  of  the  conned. 
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will  devote  most  of  his  time.  Colonel  Loun sherry  was  also  a 
guest  on  the  special  train  to  Glendive  and  came  as  far  east  as 
St.  Paul  wtih  the  travelers.  The  colonel,  by  the  way,  is  not  very 
enthusiastic  for  division,  and  advances  some  stout  arguments 
against  it. 

During  the  day  at  Bismack,  a  boiler  explosion  occurred,  by 
which  two  laborers  were  killed,  and  during  the  banquet  Commis- 
sioner Myers  suggested  that  it  would  be  an  appropriate  thing  for 
the  visitors  to  show  their  appreciation  of  what  had  been  done  for 
them  by  raising  a  purse  for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of  the  men 
who  had  lost  their  lives.  The  idea  was  taken  up  at  once,  big 
hearted  Alex.  ^^IcKenzie,  the  Bismarck  member,  leading  with  $ioo 
and  the  others  contributed  to  swell  the  sum  to  $300  in  a  very  few 
moments.  That  man  ^IcKenzie  stands  just  as  high  in  his  own 
home  as  he  does  among  his  fellow  travelers,  and  as  host  on  this 
occasion  was  conspicuously  thoughtful  and  ubiquitous.  The 
citizens  of  Bismack  swear  by  Alex.  I  see  I  am  liable  to  wax 
entlmsiastic  over  this  place  if  I  keep  on,  so  I'll  drop  the  subject 
■  here  and  allude  briefly  to  the 

TRIP  TO  GLEXDU'E:  ' 

for   which   we   were   indebted   to   Supejintendent   Odell   of  the 
Northern  Pacific,  wh.o  had  the  special  in  cliarge.  and  did  so  much 
to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  trip.    Glendive  is  200  miles  west 
of  Bismack,  just  across  the  :\rontana  line,  and  it  occupied  all  day 
Friday  to  go  and  return.    For  50  miles  west  of  the  ^lissouri,  the 
land  is  gently  rolling  and  bluffy  by  turns,  mainly  valuable  for 
grazing  purposes.    Thv  ride  through  the  celebrated  "Bad  Lands*' 
was  a  revelation  to  one  who  had  oidy  seen  them  on  the  map,  and 
a  description  of  the  wild,  wierd.  chaotic,  volcanic  freaks  of  nature 
therein  visil)le,  is  beyond  my  power.    As  far  as  the  eye  can  reach 
in  either  direction  are  fantastic  formations  of  earth,  rock;  and 
stunted   shrubbery,    suggesting   every   conceivable   phase-  of  the 
grotesque  and  picturc>que.     The  only  adequate  idea  ot  this  part 
of  marvelous  Dakota  can  be  obtained  by  a  personal  view.  Imagin- 
ation weakens  and  compari>ons  fa<le  when  I  try  to  describe  the 
constantly   changing    face   of   thr   lamfscape   as   we    whirled  on 
toward  the  famous  Yellowstone.     Dinner  at  the  Little  Missouri 
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gave  an  opportunity  to  see  the  coal  mines,  and  an  hour's  stop 
for  supper  at  Glendive,  a  busthng  town  of  800  people,  allowed 
us  to  stand  on  the  banks  of  the  turbid  Yellowstone,  and  see  the 
sun  go  down  behind  the  bluffs  that  form  a  setting,  for. this  peer- 
less gem  of  the  stock  raising  region.  If  Glendive  were  in  Dakota, 
1  should  rave  more  about  her  lovely  location  and  brilliant  future. 
I  could  hardly  realize  as  I  looked  at  her  snug  dwellings  and  sub- 
stantial stores,  that  we  were  c3oo  miles  west  of  St.  Paul  in  a  town 
less  than  two  years  old. 

Saturdav  morning  found  us  at  :\landan,  Bismarck"s  rival 
across  the  river,  where  breakfast  was  served,  after  which  a  rapid 
run  was  made  to 

JAMESTOWN 

2vlitcheirs  sister  up  the  valley.  Another  short  stop  was  made  at 
Steele  and  the  "six-inch  well"  drawn  on  for  cream,  as  rich  as 
the  soil  that  makes  Steele  farm  the  fortune  it  is.  Up  to  visiting 
Tamestown,  where  we  arrived  for  dinner,  I  have  seen  no  town 
for  a  residence  in  which  1  would  exchange  my  deep  interest  in 
^litchell,  but  1  must  confess  she  has  many  claims  both  of  location 
and  of  taste  in  her  buildings.  She  lies  right  in  the  river  basin, 
skirted  by  bluffs  similar  to  those  that  render  the  same  river  so 
picturesque  east  of  ^litchell,  and  I  could  not  help  but  draw  a  com- 
parison or  two.  There  are  a  number  of  handsome  three-story 
blocks  in  the  place,  one  of  solid  granite,  occupied  by  the  James 
River  National  bank,  surpassing  anything  in  the  territory  by  its 
metropolitan  design  and  tasteful  finish.  Though  little  larger  than 
]^Iitchell,  Tamestown  has  two  bright  dailies,  the  Capital  and  the 
Alert,  and  has  all  the  push  in  other  directions  that  characterizes 
the  towns  of  the  Jim  valley.  Her  entertainment  of  the  visitors 
was  in  keeping  with  her  reputation,  and  though  the  part\-  had  been 
banqueted  to  the  limit  of  endurance,  they  were  duly  appreciative 
'  of  her  efforts. 

The  festivities  closed  at  midnight  and  Sunday  was  spent  in 
resting  at  Fargo,  whose  citizens  won  the  hearty  gratitude  of  their 
guests  by  making  no  effort  at  display,  but  ct>ntented  themselves  by 
driving  the  visitors  out  in  the  afternoon  to  see  the  extent  of  this 


iii 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  167 

marvelous  city,  of  the  electric  light,  street  cars,  etc.  Another 
night  on  the  train  brought  us  to  St.  Paul  from  which  the  party 
will  separate  to  their  several  homes. 

BUSINESS  AT  fARGO. 

■  The  commissioners  will  meet  at  Fargo,  Friday,  when  they 
will  probably  get  down  to  business  in  dead  earnest.  Until  then, 
aspiring  points  can  only  hold  their  breath  and  wait. 

Among  the  Xorth  Dakota  ladies  who  brightened  a  portion  ot 
the  trip  were  -Misses  Murphy,  Ranson  and  W  alsh  of  Grand  Forks, 
and  Miss  Steele  of  Bismarck. 

Chaplain  Johnson  of  Ord\va>-  walked  across  the  country  and 
joined  the  procession  at  Jamestown  on  its  return. 

Messrs  Goodykoontz,  Rowley  and  Bowdle  of  Mitchell  met 
us  on  our  way  back,  the  first  named  at  Fargo,  and  the  others 
at  St.  Paul.  :^Iajor  Edwards  of  the  Fargo  Argus,  with  his  wile, 
added  to  the  party  on  the  Bismarck  expctlition. 

The  Fargo  Republican  was  represented  on  the  Bismarck  trip 
by  Mr  Hall,  jr.,  while  Messrs.  Burke  of  the  Jamestown  Capital, 
McClure  of  the  Alert,  Cook  of  the  Dawson  Globe  swelled  the 
journalistic  delegation. 

Editor  W.  J.  ^.lurphy  of  the  Grand  Forks  Plaindealer,  the 
one  paper  in  that  enterprising  city  which  has  treated  the  commis- 
sion fairly,  was  a  welcome  addition  to  the  party,  joining  it  on 
Monday  and  remaining  until  the  start  from  Fargo  Sunday  night. 

I  see  the  Sioux  Falls  Press  quotes  from  the  Luverne,  }vlin- 
nesota  Herald,  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  because  I  said  m 
one  of  my  letters  I  knew  wliere  the  capital  was  going  but  couldn't 
c^ive  it  awav,  there  was  surest  evidence  of  a  cut  and  dried  scheme 
of  location.  Had  I  made  that  remark  other  dian  as  a  rather 
feeble  joke  1  should  be  entitled  to  claim  the  belt  as  the  champion 
idiot  which  is  now  worn  so  gracefully  and  fittingly  by  the  alore- 
said  editor  of  the  Luverne  Herald.  The  Press  is  too  good  a  paper 
to  "ive  wav  to  prejudice  in  this  shape. 

"one  needs  to  travel  from  Mitchell  to  Devirs  Lake,  and  trom 

■  Fargo  to  Glendive  to  full)'  appreciate  the  immensity  and  variet) 
of  soil  and  scencirv  in  Dakota,  and  to  thoroughly  grasp  the  mar- 
velous'  growth  of'  her  towns  and  the   indomintable  energy  and 
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enterprise  of  her  citizens.    Why,  the  half  , of  her  glories  haven't 
been  sUng. 

The  social  features  of  this  continued  ''ovation,"  as  Captain 
Belding  puts  it,  were  not  the  least  striking  and  at  any  of  the 
entertainments  there  was  nothing  in  dress,  manners,  conversation 
and  appointments  that  would  not  have  well  befitted  the  aristocratic 
centers  of  the  east.  Even  at  Glendive  the  girls  wear  bangs  and 
chew  gum,  just  as  natural. 

Bismarck  is  likely  to  take  a  fresh  boom.    Gold  was  reportea 
discovered  forty  miles  north  of  the  city  on  Saturday. 

It  mav  have  been  iUnatured  in  me  to  refer  to  the  number 
who  accompanied  the  commissioners  as  I  did  last  week,  but  a 
fellow  is  liable  to  get  a  little  crossgrained  who  has  been  slccpmg 
on  the  bell  rope  and  eating  at  the  third  table  for  three  or  tour 
days  because  things  were  a  little  crow^ded. 

B.  K.  Hubbard,  a  solid  man  of  Fargo,  has  laid  yours  truly 
under  lasting  obligations  and  if  I  get  a  chance  to  "put  him  on 
to  any  pointers"  I  am  bound  to  do  it. 

Judge  Tallant  of  Grand  Forks,  with  difficulty  tore  himseU" 
from  the  party  at  Fargo.  More  I  dare  not  say  for  the  sake  of 
the  other  hearts  that  might  ache. 

The  statement  that  has  been  going  the  rounds  of  the  press 
that  a  bid  has  been  accepted  from  Jamestown   is   false.  She 
desired  to  use  the  commission  as  a  bulletin  board  to  advertise  the  " 
town,  but  deferred  making  her  proposal  for  a  time.    The  same 
statement  applies  to  the  LaMoure  bid. 

Hon.  and  ^Irs.  Burrows  left  the  party  at  ^linneapolis,  and 
returned  to  their  home  at  Kalamazoo,  ?^Iichigan.  Their  presence 
has  added  not  a  little  to  the  gayety  of  the  excursion. 
Wm.  Van  Fpps  met  the  commission  at  St.  Paul. 
Governor  Ordway  was  in  ^linneapolis  Monday,  and  was 
called  on  by  several  of  the  commission.  At  Bismarck  a  parting 
salute  of  nine  guns  was  fired  as  the  train  pulled  out. 

St.  Paul,  June  3,  1S83.  ^Y^^^'  ^^^^  agony  is  over  and  Bis- 
marck, through  the  shrewdness  and  persistency  of  Alex.  ^^IcKenzie, 
and  the  stiff  backing  of  the  Northern  Pacific;  and  her  generous  bid 
and  magnificent  capitol  site,  has  captured  the  prize,  in  the  direc- 
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tion  of  which  nh,e  of  the  best  towns  in  Dakota  have  been  striving 
in  dead  earnest  for  the  past  month.    I  tried  to  telegraph  the  result 
yesterdav  and  as  soon  as  it  was  reached  and  I  presn.ne  the  dis- 
patch will  be  along  in  the  course  of  a  week.    Ihe  daily  papers 
have  given  the  details  of  the  f^nal  action  already,  and  repetition 
is  not  necessarv  here.    It  will  be  recalled  that  in  my  la,t  visit  to 
Mitchell,  in  response  to  various  inquiries  as  to  the  situation,  I 
could  onlv  sav  there  was  no  particular  change,  but  that  the  pros- 
pects of  Mitchell  were  bound  to  be  lessened  by  the  ISismarck  bid. 
Anybodv  who  had  watched  the  progress  of  affairs  would  have 
reached'  the    same    conclusion.    theref.,re   the    result    cannot  be 
looked  at  as  a  surprise  or  as  a  deep  disappointment  to  Mitchells 

^"^Vhen  I  rejoined  the  commissioners  at  this  point  last  Thursday 
nioht  there  was  an  evident  determination  forming  among  them  to 
come  to  a  speedv  decision  at  the  Fargo  meeting.    It  was  plain  to 
be  ^een  that  Bismarck  had  the  lead,  though  there  was  a  strong 
f^Htting  chance  for  anv  South  Dakota  town  which  could  unite 
the  strength  of  that  section.    The  first  tew  ballots  on  Friday  indi- 
cated verv  little  except  that  at  least  one  man,  on  whom  Mitchell 
had  more  or  less  certainly  relied  would  not  even  give  her  a  com- 
plimentarv  vote-I  mean   DeLong,   of  Canton.     Matdiews  was 
loyal  to  Huron  and  could  not  be  brought  to  consider  Mitchell 
at  all   favot-ablv.     Myers  and   Spalding  voted   steadily   and  m 
earnest  for  Redfield ;  though  both  held  themselves  wilhng  to  vote 
for  us  if  therebv  Bi.smarck  could  be  beaten.     Captain  Hughes 
voted  for  Mitchell  several  times,  I)ut  expressed  himself  that  she 
hadn't  the  strength  to  carry  her  through,  when  the  balloting  got 
down  to  real  business.     Thompson  voted  in  dead  earnest  for 
'  Mitchell  all  the  wav  through,  and  from  the  very  first  was  sincere 
and  consistent  in  his  position  in  our  favor.     Belding,  ot  course, 
wanted  Pierre,  and  for  the  first  few  ballots  had  DeLong  with  h.m, 
while  McKenzie  was  hanging  onto  Bismack  like  grim  death  to  a 
deceased  African.    Scott  scattered  more  or  less  but  was  looked 
on  as  the  uncertain  quantity  that  might  decide  the  fate  ol  ariy 
point,  which  got  four  voles,  especially  if  that  point  were  l.ismack. 
That  was  the  situation  from  Friday  afternoon  when  the  aa- 
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journment  was  taken  until  Saturday  at  lo  o'clock.  Meanwhde, 
Myers-,  backed  by  the  Fargo  element  that  wanted  to  beat  Bismack, 
was  working  like  a  Trojan  to  form  a  combination,  if  not  on  his 
own  town,  on  Mitchell.    Had  he  been  able  to  hold  DeLong,  for- 
tune might  have  favored  us  at  the  last  moment,  but  the  latter's 
mind  had  been  made  up  for  some  time  on  Bismarck.    Hughes  had 
already  expressed  himself  that  Mitchell  was  too  far  south  and 
not  to  be  considered  under  the  circumstances,  but  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  with  four  votes  in  her  favor  his  would  liave  made 
the  fifth.    The  balloting  was  resumed  Saturday  forenoon  with  no 
especial  significance,  Hughes  voting  for  Redfield  up  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  Scott  speaking  out  like  a  little  man  for  Bismarck.  At 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  voting  was  resumed  and  at  the  first 
ballot  Belding  and  DeLong  joined  the  Bismarck  brigade,  leaving 
but  one  vote  to  settle  things.    This  came  promptly  from  Hughes 
on  the  second  ballot,  his  name  being  the  last  on  the  roll  call, 
and  Bismarck  was  formally  announced  to  be  the  location  of  the 
seat  of  government   for  the  Territory   of   Dakota.  Resolutions 
embodving  the  (lescri[)tion  of  the  land  made  the  thing  more  bind- 
ing, and  committees  were  at  once  appointed,  one  on  platting  and 
selling  the  land  with  Matdiews  at  his  head,. and  one  on  buildings 
with  Hughes  as  chairman.    It  was  understood  that  :Myers  was  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  first  named  committee,  but  because  of  his 
efforts  against  P.ismack.  Hughes  objected  and  he  was  reduced  to 
the  ranks.     After  transacting  this  -business  the  commission  ap- 
journed  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  president,  and  the  members 
scattered  by  the  evening  trains,  Hughe.-,  McKenzic,  DeLong  and 
Belding  going  to  B.ismack.  Myers.  Matdiews  and  Thompson  start- 
ing for  home  via  St.  Paul,  Scott  going  to  Grand  Forks,  and  Spald-, 
ino-  setthne  d«:>wn  at  hi>  own  fireside  for  a  time.    Future  meetings 
of  the  commission  will  l)e  held  at  Bismarck. 

More  or  less  has  been  said  of  the  time  spent  by  the  com- 
mission in  "junketing  and  banqueting"  throughout  the  territory. 
A  brief  resume  of  the  travels  of  the  party  may  be  interesting  in 
this  connection. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commission  after  its  organization  was 
held  at  Canton,  May  ist.    Dn  the  2nd  ^vlitchell  was  reached  and 
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the  3rd  spent    there;  St.  I'aul  was  next  made  and  the  party  left 
for  Aberdeen  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  ;  took  breakfast  and  dinner 
there  on  the  /th,  and  had  breakfast  at  (  )rd\vay  on  the   morning  of 
the  8th  and  took  dinner  at  Frankfort  and  supper  at  Redfield ; 
arrived  at  Huron  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  spent  the  day  there 
and  went  to  Pierre  on  the  loth  ;  returned  to  Huron  on  the  nth 
and  left  for  St.  Paul  the  same  afternoon;  spent  Sunday  the  13th 
there    and    reached    Canton    again    on    the    morning    of  the 
15th.      Two    days    were    put  in    there    after    which    the  com- 
missioners separated  and  met  again  in  St.  Paul  on  the  20th.  leav- 
ing that  afternoon  for  the  n')rtli;  (irand  Forks  was  reached  on  the 
2rst,   r.artlett  and  Cklessa  done   on   the   22nd,   and   Fargo  was 
reached  and  the  23rd;  ilismarck  was  made  the  same  afternoon  and 
the  24th  was  put  in  there;  early  on  the  25th  the  start  was  made 
for   Glendive.   ]^Iontana,   that   point   being   reached   in   time  for 
supper ;  the  return  was  made  the  same  night.  Bismack  was  reached 
again  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and  the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  that  day  was  put  in  at  Jamestown,  from  which  departure  was 
had  at  midnight.     Sunda}'  the  2;th  was  spent  at  Fargo  and  the 
balance  of  the  week  up  to  Thursday  night  the  31st,  at  St.  Paul; 
Fargo  was  reached  again  on  the  ist  o<  June  and  from  there  the 
commissioners  separated.     During  this  time  with  very   few  ex- 
ceptions the  nights  were  put  in  on  the  train,  and  wdienever  it 
happened  that  the  part\  slept  in  a  hotel  a  freight  train  was  hired 
to  rattle  l^ack  and  forth  in  the  near  vicinity  to  make  things  seem 
natural.    Txleals  averagetl  four  a  day  antl  were  served  all  the  way 
from  6  o'clock  breakfast  to  11  o'clock  lunch,  a  4  o'clock  dinner 
and  a  midnight  supper. 

PROTEST  FROM  Sol'TH  DAKOTA. 

When  the  action  of  the  capital  commision  locating  the  capital 
at  Ihsniarck  was  announced,  the  jtortion  of  tlie  territory  now  known 
as  South  Dakota,  wa^  wiUl  with  fury.  Corruption  of  the  com- 
mission was  immediately  charged.  (  U'  the  nine  members  of  the 
commissi(3n.  six  were  residents  of  South  Dakota  and  three  of 
North  Dak<jta.  The  choice  of  Ilismarck  was  l)rought  about  by 
three  of  the  South  Dakota  men,  .\lexander  Hughes  of  Yankton, 
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H.  H.  DeLong"  of  Canton  and  John  P.  Belding  of  Deadwood  join- 
ing with  the  North  Dakota  men  in  favor  of  Bismarck.  Belding 
was  not  especially  to  blame,  as  representing  the  Black  Hills  sec- 
tion his  interest  lay  in  securing  the  location  of  the  capital  on  the 
Missouri  river  and  Bismarck  had  served  that  end,  but  for  Hughes 
and  DeLong  no  excuse  or  paliation  could  be  found.  It  was  openly 
charged  that  the  final  result  grew  out  of  a  conspir^icy  which  had 
its  inception  during  the  session  of  the  legislature  through  collusion 
between  Alexander  ^IcKenzie  of  Bismarck  and  Governor  Ordway, 
that  Hughes  and  DeLong  were  parties  to  it  and  that  they  had 
become  members  of  the  capital'  commission  with  the  clear  under- 
standing that  Bismarck  was  to  have  their  ultimate  support.  Xo 
proof  of  this  contention  has  ever  been  produced  but  the  South 
Dakota  people  of  that  day  were  thoroughly  convinced  of  its 
truth.  It  was  charged  too,  that  the  offers  made  by  Bismarck  were 
not  nearly  so  valuable  as  those  proffered  by  some  of  the  South 
Dakota  towns  and  Hughes  and  DeLong  were  roundly  execrated 
as.  traitors  to  their  country.  Of  course  the  city  of  Yankton  did 
not  sit  idly  by  and  see  the  capital  torn  away  from  her  without  a 
heroic  effort  to  retain  it.  The  subterfuge  by  which  the  capital 
commission  organized  in  technical  compliance  with  the  statute  at 
the  city  of  Yankton  while '  passing  through  that  place  upon  a 
moving  railway  train,  prevented  the  courts  from  getting  jurisdic- 
tion'of  that  body  and  enjoining  its  action,  but  an  action  in  the 
nature  of  quo  warranto  was  immediately  begun  in  which  all  of 
the  members  of  the  always  strong  Yankton  bar  were  voluntary 
counsel.    The  complaint  in  the  matter  is  herewith  given,  in  full. 

TERRITORY  OF  DAKOTA,] 

j^ss. 

Second  Judicial  District,  |, 
In  the  District  Court  of  Yankton  County. 

The  Territory  of  Dakota  on  the  Information  of  E." 

G.  Smith,  District  Attorney  of  the  Second  Judi- 
cial    District  of  Dakota  Territory, 

vs. 

Milow  \V.  Scott.  Burleigh  T.  Spauldin-   Charles  \ 

H.  Myers,  Alexander  McKenzie.  George  A. 
Mathews.  Alexander  Hughes,  Henry  fl.  De- 
Long,  John  P.  Belding  and  M.  D.  Thompson. 
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COMPLAINT. 

The  Territory  of  Dakota  by  E.  G.  Smith,  district  attorney 
for  the  Second  Judicial  District  of  Dakota,  complains  of  said 
defendants  and  alleges: 

I     That  on  the  nth  day  of  Februray,  1862,  the  then  gover- 
nor of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  pursuant  to  the  act  organizing  the 
Territory  of  Dakota,  duly  appointed  the  City  of  Yankton  m  said 
Territory  as  the  place  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly of  the  territory  of  Dakota,  and'  duly  appointed  the  time  ■ 
of  such  meeting:    That  the  said  legislative  assembly  met  at  the 
time  and  place  so  appointed;  and  afterwards  to-wit :    On  the  8th 
day  of  April.   1862,  the  said  governor  and  legislative  assembly 
proceeded  to  locate  and  establish,  and  did  that  day  locate  and 
establish  the  seat  of  government  of  said  territory  at  the  said  city 
of  Yankton,  bv  an  act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  Locate  the  Seat  ot 
Government  of  Dakota  Territory,"  approved  April  8tli,  1862,  said 
citv  being  the  same  place  as  the  town  of  Yankton  mentioned  m 
said  act.    That  the  said-  city  of  Yankton  has  ever  since  been,  and 
is  now  the  lawful  seat  of  government  of  said  territory;  and  all  the 
session,  of  the  said  legislative  assembly  have  been  held  at-  that 
place;  and  the  territorial  offices  have  b§en  ever  since  held  thereat; 
and  all  the  public  records,  books,  papers,  documents  and  archives 
of  said  terrltorv  have  been  and  still  are  kept  at  said  seat  ot 
government;  and  said  seat  of  government  has  never  since  been 
changed  bv ,  the  governor  and  legislative  assembly  of  said  terri- 
tory's provided  by  said  act  organizing  the  territory  of  Dakota. 

'  2.  That  the  above  named  defendants  were  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  permanent  seat  of  gov- 
'  ernment  and  the  capital  building  of  the  territory  of  Dakota  under 
and  by  virtue  of  a  pretended  act  of  the  legislative  assembly  ot 
the  territory  of  Dakota  entitled,  'A-\n  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Lo- 
cation of  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and 
for  the  erection  of  Public  Buildings  Thereat,"  approved  March 
8th,  1883,  which  said  ai)pointments  were  and  arc  in  violation  ot 
said  act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Dakota. 

3.    That  after  that  date,  to  wit:  On  or  about  the  day  ot 

1883^  the  said  Defendants  as  a  preteiuled  lx)ar(l  for  the  purposes 
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above  mentioned  under  said  pretended  act,  without  legal  warrant, 
each  usurped  said  office  of  commissioners  and  without  warrant 
has  usurped  the  right,  privilege  and  franchise  of  naming  the  seat 
of  government  under  said  pretended  act,  and  have  ever  since 
unlawfully  held  and  exercised  said  office  right,  privilege  and 
franchise;  and  are  preceeding  to  change  and  to  permanently 
locatesaid  capital  and  seat  of  government  for  said  Territory,  at 
same  place  other  than  the  city  of  Yankton,  under  said  pretended 
act,  in  violation  of  law  and  said  act  organizing  the  Territory  of 
Daktoa.  ' 

4.  That  each  of  said  Defendants  are  usurping  and  exercising 
said  alleged  rights  and  franchises  arising  under  said  pretended 
act,  and  are  drawing  and  are  about  to  draw  and  collect  each  the 
sum  of  six  dollars  per  day  for  their  pretended  services  as  said 
commissioners,  from  the  public  moneys  belonging  to  the  Terri- 
tory;  and  from  the  terasury  of  said  territory  and  are  also  procur- 
ing a  surveyor  and  assistants  to  locate  said  seat  of  govern- 
ment, under  section  nine  of  said  pretended  act  at  a  like  expense 
to  the  Territory  of  S7.50  per  day,  and  are  drawing  large  sums 
from  the  Territorial  Treasury  for  alleged  expenses  as  such  com- 
missioners for  team  hire,  stationery  and  otliei;  expenses. 

Wherefore,  the  plaintiff  demands  judgment  that  each  of  said 
defendants  is  not  entitled  to  said  office  and  that  they  be  ousted 
therefrom.  That  said  pretended  act,  and  all  acts  done  or  per- 
formed by  said  commissioners  be  declared  illegal  and  void,  and 
that  each  of  said  defendants  ])c  declared  not  entided  to  exercise 
any  right,  privilege  or  franchise  under  said,  pretended  act. 

E.  Cr.  Smith, 
District  Attorney  of  2d  Judicial  District  of  Dakota. 
■  A.  C.  Davis. 

Dewey  and  French  , 
l>artlett  Tripp. 
Gamble  l>rothers, 
G.  G.  bloody. 

Attorneys  for  Plaintiff. 
The  action   was  tried  before'  Judge   -\.  '  J.   Kdgerton.  Chief 
justice  of  the  Territorial  Court,  sitting  as  Judge  of  the  Distiict 
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Court  and  by  him  decided  against  the  Capital  Commission  on  the 
ground  that  the  Legislature  had  no  authority  to  delegate  the  loca- 
tion of  a  capital  to  any  other  body.  His  decision  was  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court  which  consisted  of  all  the  Territorial  Judges 
sitting  in  banc,  and  was  argued  at  the  October  term  for  1884, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  court,  reversing  Judge  Edgerton,  was  writ- 
ten by  Louis  K.  Church,  afterwards  Governor  of  Dakota  Terri- 
tory. Naturally,  Judge  Edgerton  dissented  from  this  opinion  but 
was  powerless  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  capital.  In  fact, 
except  for  two  or  three  of  the  Territorial  officers  who  retained 
their  offices  in  Yankton  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  court,  Bis- 
marck had  in  the  interim  been  enjoying  all  of  the  advantages  which 
the  capital  could  bring  to  it  unless  it  be  that  the  incidental  real 
estate  boom  was  dampened  somewhat  by  the  pending  litigation. 
The  opinion  of  the  court  and  Judge  Edgerton's  dissenting  opinion 
will  be  found  in  Vol.  Ill  of  the  Dakota  reports,  page  357.  If 
the  removal  of  the  capital  could  not  be  prevented  thru  th<!  conns. 
South  Dakota  at  least  had  the  numerical  strength  to  bring  it  back 
th-u  legislation.  At  that  date,  the  population  of  South  Dakota 
w^as  more  than  double  that  of  North  Dakota,  and  its  strength  in 
the  Territorial  legislation  was  correspondingly  laigc,  ar.d  the 
people  were  thoroughly  determined  to  abrogate  the  action  of  th.e 
Legislature  of  1883  and  bring  the  capifal  South  of  the  46th. 
parallel. 

Thxi  South  Dakotans  easily  organized  both  hoL.se^:  of  die 
Legislature  but  there  was  a  multiplicity  of  candidates  for  the 
capital.  Huron,  ^Mitchell,  Aberdeen  and  Pierre  all  put  in  their 
claims  for  it,  and  the  North  Dakotans  subtly  playing  upon  the 
jealousies  and  conflicting  ambitions  of  these  rival  places  so  divided 
the  South  Dakota  delegation  that  they  were  unable  to  unite  upon 
any  one  place  during  the  session  and  Bismarck  retained  the  prize. 


Hl'ROX  CAITTAL. 

The  Territorial  Legislature  of  1888  provided  Cor  a  consti- • 
tutional  convention  to  be  held  for  that  portion  of  Dakota  Terri- 
tory south  of  the  46th  parallel  and  under  this  enabling  act  the 
•people  of  South  Dakota  elected  a  constitutional  convention  which 
formulaterl  a  state  constitution  which  was  a<lopte(l  at  the  Xovem- 
ber- election  of  that  year.    This  constitution  provided  that  at  the 
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election  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  the  people  ot  the 
state  should  by  ballot  choose  a  temporary  seat  of  government. 
Alexandria.  Huron  and  Pierre,  Sioux  Falls  and  Chamberlam  .n,- 
mediately  thereafter  announced  their  respective  candidacy  for  the 
place.    The  campaign  was  very  brief  but  very  vi,^oro-...    At  ine 
election  Huron  won  the  temporary  location,  having  12,146  votes; 
Pierre  received  10,305;  Sioux  Falls  3.337;  Chamberlam  3,167; 
and  Alexandria  1.374.    Under  the  provisions  of  the  constUution. 
the  first  state  legislature  convened  at  Huron  on  December  15th 
and  elected  A.  J.  Edgeton  and  Gideon  C.  Moody  as  Lnited 
States  Senators.     An  atte.npt  was  made  the  next  year  to  re- 
convene the  Legislature,  but  with  only  nominal   success  No 
further  official  action  was  taken  there  at  any  time,  ami  the  en- 
abling act  which  was  passed  for  the  admission  of  Dakota  on 
February  ■'2  1889,  provided  that  the  location  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment should  be  resubnntted  to  the  people,  but  th.  historic  fact 
remains  that  for  four  years  Huron  was  the  tentauv.  capital  of 
a  tentative  state.  .  ^  • 

;  Complvmg  with  stipulation  of  the  enabling  act,  the  consti- 
tution fornuilated  at  Sioux  Falls  in  the  summer  ot  1889  con-, 
tained  this  provision;  -  ■  .:' 

ARTICLE  XX.  ..    .  .       ■■  •    ■-■  • 

•  ■  Section  I  The  question  of  the  location  of  the  temporary 
seat  of  government  shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors 
of  the  proposed  state  of  South  Dakota,  in  the  same  manner  and 
at  the  same  election  at  which  this  constitution  shall  lie  submitted, 
and  the  place  receiving  the  highest  number  of  vote,  shall  be  the 
temporary  seat  of  government  until  a  permanent  scat  ot  govern- 
ment shall  be  established  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  The  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  .  ad- 
mission'of  this  State,  shall  provide  for  the  submission  of  the 
question  of  a  place  of  the  permanent  ^eat  of  government  to  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  State  at  the  next  general  election  there- 
after and  that  place  which  receives  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  'upon  that  question,  .shall  be  the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 
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Sec.  3.  Should  no  place  voted  for  at  said  election  hdve  a 
majority  of  all  votes  cast  upon  this  question  the  governor  shall 
issue  his  proclamation  for  an  election  to  he  held  in  the  same 
manner  at  the  next  general  election  to  choose  between  the  two 
places  having  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  at  the 
first  election  on  this  question.  This  election  shall  be  conducted 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  election  for  the  permanent  seat 
of  government,  and  the  place  receiving  a  majority  of  all  tl.c 
votes  cast  upon  this  question  be  the  permanent  seat  of  government. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  article  of  the  Constitution,  at  the 
election  held  for  the  adoption  of  tlic  constitution  and  the  choice 
of  state  officers,  an  election  was  also  held  for  the  choice  of  a  temp- 
orary seat  of  government.    For  this  honor  Chamberlain,  Huron, 
Mitchell,  Pierre,  Redfietd,  and  Sioux  Falls  and  Watertown  enter- 
ed the  race,  and  each  organized  a  strong  propaganda  backed  by 
vast  sums  of  money  secured  thru  subscription  or  the  issue  of  . 
municipal  bonds  and  warrants,  and  the  interest  in  the  capital  fighK^ 
over  shadowed  the  interest  in  tlie  C( institution  or  any  other  topic 
at  that  time  before  the  people.    Tu  say  that  it  was  a  campaign 
of  wholesale  corruption  of  voters  is  to  put  the  matter  in  its  mild- 
est form.     Practically  every  newspaper  in  the   state  was  sub- 
•sidized  in  the  interest  of  some  candidate,  and  many  voters  were 
subsized  by  all  of  tlicm.    It  was  the  intention'  to  devote  a  chapter 
in  this  volume  to  the  campaign  conducted  by  each  of  the  several 
candidates,   but   the   editor   has    found   it   impossible   to  secure 
the  cooperation  of  those  who  are  best  informed  in  the  premises, 
•and  perhaps  it  is  yet  too  early  to  write  "this  chapter  in  the  history 
of  South  DakL;ta.    From  the  standpoint  of  public  morals  it  was 
a  most  unhappy  time. 

At  the  election  Pierre  triumphed,  receiving  27,0/)  votes; 
Huron  14.914:  Watertown  it.970;  Sioux  Falls  11,765;  Mitjliell, 
7,506;  Chamberlain.  2,414.  In  the  course  of  the  campaign 
Redfield  had  dropped  out  of  the  race  so  far  as  possible  throwing 
her  inlluence  to  Huron  for  a 'consideration.  (  )n  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, iS8(;.  the  t'lr.^t  real  state  Fegi^^lature  convened  at  Pierre  for 
the  election  of  Fnited  States  senators.    The  House  met  in  the 
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Court  Plonsc,  the  Senate  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  which  stood  upon 
the.  site  of  the  new  St.  Charles  hotel,  and  Governor  Mellette  and 
the  State  Officers  generally  maintained  their  offices  at  the  Wells 
House  in  East  Pierre.  Upon  the  day  when  the  vote  determined 
that  Pierre  was  to  be  the  capital,  the  citizens  went  -  vigorously 
to  work  to  erect  a  temporary  capital  for  the  use  of  the  state, 
and  the  main  portion  of  the  building  which  sheltered  the  state 
government  from  the  foundation  of  the  state  in  1889,  until  it  was 
abandoned  in  ^lay  19 10,  was  erected  and  was  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy when  the  Legislautrc  regularly  convened  January  ist, 
1890.  This  building  was  erected  by  the  volimtary  gifts  of  the 
citizens  of  Pierre  ami  was  presented  to  the  state  without  cost. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  constitution,  the  permanent  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  to  be  determined  by  anotlier  vote  of  the  people  in  the 
fall  of  1890,  and  Huron,  Pierre  and  W'atertown  announced  them- 
selves as  contestants  for  the  [)rize.  However,  before  the  campaign 
fairly  opened,  Huron  thru  negotiations  with  the  W'atertown  peo- 
ple and  for  a  substantial  consideration,  induced  that  city  to  with- 
draw from  the  race  so  the  issue  was  fairly  drawn  between  the 
cities  of  Pluron  and  I'ierre.  It  was  another  campaign  over  which 
it  is  perhaps  charita1}le  to  throw  the  mantle  of  obscuritv.  Both 
cities  bankrupted  themselves  to  secure  fluids  to  prosecute  the 
fight,  Pierre  being  again  victorious  by  a  vo1:e  of  41,876  to  34,852. 

That  Huron  should  have  been  satisfied  with  this  result  and 
prepared  to  gracefull\-  accept  it  was  scarcely  to  be  expected,  at 
any-  rate,  an  agitation  was  at  once  begun  for  a  resubmission  of  the 
capital  location  ([uestion.  When  the  ca])ital  was  located  at 
Pierre  the  little  city  was  located  on  the  extreme  fror.ticr 
at  the  end  of  a  line  of  railway  U})on  which  the  business  warranted 
the  most  inditYereiu  service,  it  was  far  remote  from  the  more 
thicK'ly  populated  ])oriion>  of  the  state  and  the  upbuilding  of  the 
central  and  western  portion  of  the  state  seemed  to  be  very 
doubtful.  In  every  session  of  the  legislature  after  the  hrst  there 
was  more  (^r  less  agitation  tor  ca])ital  venKn-al.  th(j  generallv  it 
was  used  only  as  a  clul)  to  secure  favors  from  the  pci^^le  of 
Pierre  and  from  the  legislative  delegations  from  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  state.  In  the  sessjon  of  18(^7,  liowever,  thi.-  :igita- 
tion  tfjok  the  form  (>\  a  Ibiuse  Joint  Ixcsojutinn  amending  article 
20  of  the  Constitiuion  above  <[uoted  to  mak'e  it  read  .^inijily 
"The  permanent  seat  of  p-overnment  shall  be  at  Huron."  This 
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resolution  was  introduced  late  in  the  session  by  the  corr^V^ 

„pon  state  affairs  of  ^^^^-.J^'^J^Z^  — ee 
countv  was  chairman,     it  A\a3  reicrrLu  ua^ 
and  on  February  .-th  he  made  a  favorable  report    -  ^  -a^r 
of  the  committee  while  Messrs.  George  E.  Hare  of  D„  te  ounty 
and  Robert  DoUard  of  Bontlomme  reported  adversely   to  tue 
assage  of  the  resolution.    When  the  next  ^^^^^^^ 
up  upon  the  adoption  of  the  comnuttee  reports,  Hon^  Chari 
H    Burke   then  Representative  in  the  Legislature  from  Hughes 
founl   1  k  a  sharp  filUbuster  wh.ch  resulted  in  the  postpouemen 
o  triher  action  upon  the  bill  unt.l  March  .nd  on  -h.c..  da  u 
was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  40  to  34-  altho  d.ese  hgure,  w  re 
reversed  when  the  matter  was  up  on  the  consKlerat.on  ol  the  com 
n  t  ee  report  on  the  28th  of  February.    Theretore.  there  wa=  an 
increased  demand  for  a -resubmission  of  the  question  and  Mit-  , 
Chen  and  Redfield  became  ambitious  aspirants  but  there  wa  no 
bill  for  the  purpose  introduced  mto  the  session  of  1899- 
Te  session  of  1901,  capital  removal  was  in  the  -  f 
Mitchell  and  Redfield  each  had  a  strong  contingent  ot  sUai  rti 
which  for  a  long  time  it  seemed  impossible  to 

near  the  end  of  the  session  it  was  determined  to  11  v  te  a  re 
movants  into  a  caucus,  each  of  the  candidates  pledging  them- 
Telve  to  abide  by  the  result.  After  considerable  wire  pu  ling. 
Mitchell  secured  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  caucus.  No thii  g 
ho'v^ver.was  done  until  the  House  calendar  had  been  compete  y 
de  red  «P  for  the  session.  When  the  last  bill  had  been  co.ipleteU 
disposed  of  the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections  bi-ought  m  a 
Snt  resolution  submitting  an  MW  G 

Lving  the  capital  from  Pierre  to  Mitcliell.     Hon.  Al^^t  G. 
Somerl  of  Grant  county  was  speaker  of  the  Ilouse  Hon.   f  - 
Goddard,  of  Sully  county  was  the  representative    rom  ..  Pierre 
district  and  Hon.  Harry  1..  Bras  was  the  -1---^'^''-;.     '■Vj:  ^ 
chell,  Hon.  Robert  W.  Stewart  was  the  State  Senator  i.oin  K  a  . 
and  he  came  into  the  House  and  sat  with  Representative  Godd  ird^ 
At  that  late  .late  in  the  session  a  bill  culd  only  be  introduced 
bv'  consent      When   the  committee   on   privileges  and  elections 
a'sked  the  privilege  of  inti^.ducing  ihc  capital  removal  resolution 
Mr    Goddard  objected  to  the  introduction,  raising  the  poi.it  ot 
;rder  that  .he  subject  matter  was  foreign  to  the 
diction.    Speaker  Somers  sustained  the  objection,  Mr.  Bras  ap- 
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pealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  Then  followed  a  fiUibuster 
which  lasted  from  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  «nt,l  ong  after  m.d- 
night  and  in  which  perhaps  100  roll  calls  were  taken.  It  wa.  a 
time  of  extraordinary  excitement,  and  the  nervous  tension  among 
the  legislators  and  citizens  neared  the  breaking  ponU.  \  ery 
earlv  tn  the  morning,  however,  the  Pierre  forces  had  been  aMe 
to  poll  the  Senate  and  ascertained  that  they  were  m  complete  con- 
trol there  Consequently  they  withdrew  the  fight  in  the  House 
and  let  the  resolution  pass  that  body,  to  be  defeated  next  day  m 
the  Senate,  and  thus  another  capital  location  fight  was  averted  for 

'^Thr'thre^rival  towns,  however,  continued  the  vigorous  pro- 
paganda for  capital  removal  during  the  next  two  years.  ihey 
w^nt  at  the  business  in  a  syscmatic  way  and  got  many  legislators 
pled-ed  to  the  movement  in  the  nominating  conventions,  and  when 

^he  Session  of  1903  convened  there  r'Tn  fa""by 

sarv  constitutional  amendment  would  be  submitted      n     ct,  b)_ 
thi;  time  the  people  of  Pierre  had  become  convinced  that  tbe  a  1 
tation  would  never  be  quieted  until  another  popular  vote  had 
leen  taken,  and  so  offered  very  little  objection  to  the  passage 
o    he  resolution,  for  again  Mitchell  had  triumphed  in  the  caucus 
of  the  aspirants  and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  that  session  wa.  the 
pa.sa<.e  of  the  resolution  thru  both  houses  which  subinitted  the 
q  1  s don  to  the  people  at  the  election  to  be  held  in  November  1904. 
'    :  a  commerciaf  sense  South  Dakota  has  almost  t™'" 
<.inning  of  its  history  been  dominated  by  two  competitive  lines 
:    railway   the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  and  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
luke  and  St.  Paul  hues.    Pierre,  located  at  the  western  terminus 
^f  te  Northwestern  line,  in  a  region  .the  development  ot  which 
,  Lant  verv  much  for  the  advantage  of  that  railroad,  naturally  in- 
"  e.ted  the  officials  of  that  company  in  maintaining  the  capital 
n  its  present  location.    Mitchell,  however,  located  at  the  cross- 
in-.  of  two  important  divisions  of  the  Milwaukee  road,  was  sup- 
poned  bv  the  officials  of  that  company,  and  altho  it  is  not  prob- 
abk  thai  such  a  condition  was  contemplated  by  - 
at  he  beginning,  the  campaign  for  capital  location  soon  developed 
into  a  fight  berween  these  two  great  railroad  establishments 

The  first  vear  after  the  submission  of  the  amendment  was 
devoted  to  matters  preliminary  to  the  '  real  battle.  S^lb..hzlng 
new^spapers,  political  leaders,  and  men  who  seemed  to  ha^c  in 


182 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


fluence  in  the  several  communities.  Early  in  1904  the  real  trouble 
beoan    The  railroads  coneenied  commenced  to  select  men  of  pre- 
sumed intluence  and  carry  them  free  of  charge  to  the  respecUve  . 
cities  in  the  contest  and  not  always  were  these  lavored  ct.zens 
,„ite  discreet  in  the  boasts  which  they  carried  back  to  U^nr  nagh-  ■ 
l!or.     These  neiglibors  could  not  understand  why  the  hrs  should 
have  been  favored  unless  they  were  also  and  promptly  made  appli- 
cation to  the  railroad  companies  which,  under  the  c-ums  an  s 
could  scarcely  be  refused,  and  it  was  not  long  untd  bo  h  nes 
were  doing  the  largest  passenger  busmess  m  the  history  ot  e.dur. 
In  the  earlier  months  this  transportation  busmess  was  confined 
chieflv  to  voter,  but  the  farmer's  wives  could  see  no  reason  ^ 
their  'lords  and  masters  should  be  given  free  junkets  to  the  state 
capita!  or  to  :^[itehell  while  they  were  compelled  to  remain  m  the 
seclusion  of  their  homes,  and  by  the  early  autumn  they  had  im- 
pressed their  importance  upon  the  railroad  companies  until  he> 
were  compelled  to  grant  all  demands  for  transportation  for  tather. 
and  mothers,  grand  sires  and  children  and  South  Dakota  simp.y 
suspended  business  and  went  out  for  a  grand  sixty  day  s  picme. 
Threshers  stood  unfed  among  the  grain  shocks,  P  '^^^  rusted  m 
the  furrows,  and  the  potatoes  crowded  undug  ni  the  hiUs.  Mei- 
chants  locked  their  doors  and  schools  closed  to  permit  a  the 
people  to  visit  the  rival  cities.    It  was  a  state-wide,  good  natuied 
campaign  with  no  other  feature  of  particular  interest  save  the  pic- 
turesque picnicing  of  the  people.    At  times,  the 
Pierre  having  not  then  more  than  two  thousand  inhabitant,,  uas 
compelled  to  entertain  more  than  five  th.uisand  ,a:uests.     1  he  ra.l- 
roa<ls  brot  out  vast  special  equipment  and  ran  trams  in  bug  sec- 
tions as  frequently  as  the  safety  of  the  service  would  permit 
There  was  verv  little  corruption  of  voters  thru  bribery ;  with  the 
\ustralian  ballot  it  was  not  long  doing  goo.l  business  to  buy  votes 
but  the  whole  effort  was  devoted  to  securing  die  good  will  ot 
the  voters.    The  election  resulted  in  an  overwhelming  victory  tor 
Pierre  and  forever  settled  the  qustion  of  capital  location. 

THE  NEW  C.\l'lT.\L. 
When  Pierre's  victorv  in  the  campaign  of  1004  was  announced, 
there  was  an  almost  universal  deman.l  that  further  attempts  at 
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■State  building  that  would  forever  establish  the  permanent  seat  of 
government/  Indeed  on  the  very  night  of  the  election  :\Ir.  Harry 
Bras,  Chairman  of  the  ^Litcheli  Commission,  sent  his  congratula- 
tions' to  the  Pierre  Capital  Commission  and  declared  for  the  im- 
mediate erection  of  a  million  dollar  building.    Upon  the  day  of 
Pierre's  victory.  Hen.  John  Sutherland.  Chairman  of  the  Pierre 
Capital  Committee,  had  been  elected  to  the  state  House  of  Repre- 
-nL^t.vcs  und  t3  his  masterful  management  was  confided  the  duty 
of  promcting  the  passage  of  a  capital  building  bill.    The  most  'seri- 
ous proposition  confronting  him  was  the  means  of  hnancing  the 
enterprise.     Thru  the  enabling  act  the  Federal  Government  had 
granted  the  state  of  South  Dakota  85,000  acres  of  land,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  buildings 
at  the  state  capital.  These  lands  were  chiefly  located  in  the  central 
and  western  portions  of  the  state  where  in  the  autumn  of  1904 
only  nominal  values   were  placed  upon  them  and  the  question 
to  be  answered  was  a  method  of  securing  funds  by  anticipating 
the  proceeds  of  these  lands  when  they  should  come  upon  the  mar- 
ket and  yet  without  invoKdng  the  'state  in  a  debt  in  conflict  with  the 
constitutional  provision  which  limits  state  indebtedness  to  $100,000. 
Fortunately  the  same  question  had  previously  arisen  in  the  state 
of  Montana  where  a  plan  had  been  devised  and  its  legality  con- 
.  firmed  by  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  which  permitted  the 
issue  of  interest  bearing  warrants  issued  upon  the  faith  of  the. 
state  and  the  interest  upon  them  guaranteed  from  the  general 
fund  and  the  principal  sum  to  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
capitol  building  lands  when   sold.     This  provision  the  supreme 
court  of  Montana  held  might  be  carried  out  without  conflict  with 
the  constitutional  provision  limiting  indcbtness.     Mr.  Sutherland 
believed  that  this  was  the  only  feasible  plan  for  hnancing  the 
capitol  building  project   and  consequently  he  prepared   a  very 
elaborate  bill  embodying  this  proposition,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session  of  1905,  introduced  it  into  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  House  Ihll  Xo.  6  and  it  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee upon  Capitol  Building  and  Grounds  of  which  Mr.  Sutherland 
was  the  chairman.    .\s  this  bill  was  somewhat  uniciue  in  its  pro- 
vision and  as  it  is  n<,)t  otherwise  ])reserved  for  easy  reference, 
the  text  of  it  is  given  herewith. 
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HOUSE  BILL  NO.  6. 

INTRODUCED  BY  MR.  SUTHERLAND. 

A  Bill  for  An  Act  Relating  to  the  Creation  of  a  State  Capita! 
Commission  to  Provide  for  the  Erection  of  a  State  Capital 
Building. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota : 
Section  I.    State  Capital  Commission  That  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  and  completing  a  State  Capitol  Building  for  the  State 
of  South  Dakota  on  Block  Twenty-one  (21)  in  the  Fourth  Rail- 
way Addition  to  the  Town,  now  City  of  Pierre,  in  the  county  of 
Hughes,  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  known   as  the  capitol 
grounds,  there  is  hereby  created  a  Board  to  be  known  as  the  State 
Capitol  Commission.     Said  board  shall  consist  of  five  members 
to  be  composed  of  the  Governor  and  four  qualified  electors  of  the 
state,  one  of  whom  at  least  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Pierre 
aforesaid,  and  no  two  of  whom  shall  be  from  the  same  county, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.   The  commission  so  appointed 
shall  hold  ofiice  until  the  completion  of  said  building  and  the  ac- 
ceptance thereof  by  the  state  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Govern- 
or.   Each  of  said  commissioners,  except  the  Governor,  shall  give 
a  bond  with  at  least  two  sufticient  surities  to  the  State  of  South 
Dakota,  in  the  penal  sum  of  ten  thousand 'dollars  ($10,000)  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  preformance  of  the  duties  imposed,  by 
law.    The  said  bonds  shall  be  subjected  to  the  approval  of  the 
Governor,  and  after  such  approval  must  be  filled  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.    The  Governor  shall  be  chairman  of  said 
Board  and  shall  have  power  to  remove  any  member  of  said  Board, 
and  to  fill  all  vacancies  until  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature, 
when  such  appointments  shall  be  made  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  when  the  same  convenes.    The  majority 
of  the  Board  shall  constitue  a  quorum. 

Sec.  2.  Members  not  to  be  interested  in  contracts. 
It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  of  the  said  board  to  be  connected, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  manner  whatever,  with  any  con- 
tract or  part  thereof  for  the  erection  of  said  Capital  building,  or  for 
any  work  connected  therewith,  or  for  the  furnishing  of  any  sup- 
plies or  material  therefor  or  to  receive  any  benefit  therefrom  or 
the  promise  of  any  benefit  therefrom  either  by  way  of  commission, 
rebate,  bonus,  division  or  profits  or  otherwise;  and  any  .one  of 
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said  board  who  shall  violate  this  provision  of  this  act  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  felony  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  subject 
to  a  fine  of  not  to  exceed  One  Thousand  Dollars  and  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  not  exceeding-  five  years,  and  shall  forfeit  his 
right  to,  and  be  removed  from  his  place  in  said  board.  It  shall 
be  unlawful  for  said  board  to  employ  any  person  in  the  supervi- 
sion or  superintendence  of  the  building  of  said  Capitol,  or  in  any 
work  connected  therewith,  who  may  or  shall  become  in  any  man- 
ner connected,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  contract  for  the 
erection  of  said  Capitol  building  or  for  the  furnishing  of  any 
material  therefor;  and  the  said  board  of  managers  are  hereby 
charged  with  the  rigid  enforcement  of  this  provision  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Comoensation.  Each  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
receive  as  compensation  five  dollars  a  day  for  each  and  every 
day  he  is  actually  engaged  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
his  office,  together  with  mileage  actually  paid  out  while  engaged 
in  the  necessary  performance  of  his  official  duties,  said  services 
and  expenses  shall  be  certified  to  the  State  Auditor  with  vouchers 
therefor,  and  such  warrants  shall  be  drawn  on  the  State  Capitol 
Building  Fund  in  payment  therefor. 

Sec.  4.  Secretary  of  Board.  Duties.  Said  board  is  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  secretary  cUid  remoVe  him  at  pleasure.  His 
compensation  shall  be  such  sum  as  the  board  shall  deem  rea- 
sonable, not  exceeding  One  Hundred  Twenty  Five  Dollars  per 
month  from  the  time  that  he  is  employed.  He  shall  qualify  by 
giving  bond  to  be  approved  by  a  judge  of  a  Circuit  Court  of  the 
State  of  South  Dakota  in  the  sum  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 
He  shall  keep  a  true  and  complete  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board.  He  shall  make  and  keep  a  record  of  all  contracts  and 
obligations  entered  into  by  and  with  the  board,  or  made  or  de- 
livered to  the  board.  He  shall  attest  all  certificates  ordered  by 
the  board.  He  shall  keep  a  set  of  books  showing  all  expenditures 
on  accounts  of  said  board,  all  expenditures  on  account,  of  the 
Capitol  Building,  and  showing  at  all  times  the  financial  condition 
of  the  board,  and  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  and  applicable 
to  the  purpose  of  this  act,  and  all  matters  relating  thereto.  "He 
■shall  on  the  first  day  of  December  of  each  year  prepare  a  financial 
report  for  the  preceding  year  containing  an  itemized  and  classi- 
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fiecl  statement  of  all  expenditures,  and  a  li<i  (  f  all  vcmchers  issued, 
showinc;-  to  whom  and  for  what  purpose  the>-  were  issued,  which 
rcjKjrt  'shall  he  tilled  in  the  ot^ice  of  the  Auditor  of  State,  and 
publLdied  on  the  tirst  day  of  January  of  each  year  in  two  news- 
papers to  he  selected  l)y  the  board,  and  a  co|>y  tran.^nntted  ^by  the 
board  to  the  Leg-i>lature  at  Its  next  re-ular  session.  All  con- 
tracts made  with  said  board  and  all  Ixmds  required  by  said  board 
shall  be  regadarly  pa.>sed  upon  by  the  board  in  session,  and  if 
adopted  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  said  l)o;ard,  shall  be 
recorded  in  a  lH)ok  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  a  copy  of  such 
contract  shall  be  made  out  and  certified  by  the  secretary  endorsed 
"approved'"  with  the  date  of  appr..v;d.  and  delivered  to  the 
other  partv  to  the  contract.  Until  ^uch  delivery  no  ctnUract  shall 
be  valid  or  bindinL^  on  either  part>.  \\>  party  required  by  said 
board  to  give  a  bond  shall  receive  any  UK^ney  fr(.)m  the  public 
treasury,  or  warrant  or  certificate  therefor,  until  said  bond  shall 
have  been  recorded  as  herein  re(iuired.  All  such  bonds  and  con- 
tracts upon  being  recorded  shall  l)e  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor, 
of  State,  by  whom  they  shall  be  preserved.  All  other  vouchers, 
statements,  files  and  papers  relating  to  the  erection  of  said  l)Uild- 
ing  shall  be  kep^t  and  preserved  by  said  secretary.  He  shall 
perform  such  other  (Uities  as  may  l)e  re(iuired  of  him  l)y  said 
board. 

Sec.  5.  Dutv  o^f  lioard.  It  shall  be  the  dut\  ot  said  board: 
To  locate  said  capitol  i)inlding  on  lUock  Twenty-one  (21)  in  die 
Fourth  (4th)  Ivailway  Additi(;n  U>  the  town,  now  city  of  Pierre., 
in  the  County  <>\  Hu-hes  and  State  of  South  Dakota,  known  as 
the  Capitol  grounds. 

To  prepare  said,  grounds  for  a  capitol  building  by  proper 
landscape  gardening  under  the  direction  (.t  some  competent  land- 
scape gardener  to  be  selected  b}-  said  T.'  ard. 

To  secure  the  erection  and  completi(.n  ot  said  capitol  building 
conforming  faithfull_\-  tn  such  plan  and  design  as  nia\-  be  adopted 
by  said  l)oard. 

Sec.  0.  Awards  to  Architects.  In  (.r.ler  t"  pri:cure  the 
submissiijii  of  adeqn.'ite  and  worthy  i)lan-  and  design-.  >aid  I'.t.ard 
ma>  otTer  an  award  t. .  architects  submitting  plan-  w  hich  said 
j>nard  shall  deem  meritorious,  three  prizes:  To  the  archilect  sub- 
mitting the  plain  and  <loHgn  which  di:dl  lie  accepted  as  the  pkm 
and  flesign  of  .-aid  Capit<'l  building,  the  first  prize  shall  be  awarded. 
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which  s:-all  consist  of  his  selection  as  architect  of  said  building,  ano 
the  acceptance  of  his  plan  and  design.    The  second  prize  shall 
consist  of  the  sum  of  One  Thounsand  Dollars  (Siooo)  and  shall 
be   awarded   to   the   architect   submitting   the   plan   and  design 
deemed  second  in  merit.     The  third  prize  shall  be  the  sum  of 
Seven   Hundred   Dollars    ($700)    and   shall  be  awarded   to  the 
architect  submitting  the  plan  and  design  deemed  third  in  merit. 
No  design  that  the  commission   shall  deem  inadquate  and  un- 
worthy, shall  receive  a  prize.    In  case  no  plan  and  design  is  ac- 
cepted as  herein  provided,  the  Board  shall  advertise  for  the  sub- 
mission of  further  plans  and  designs,  making  no  award  of  prizes 
imtil  a  plan  for  said  Capitol  Ihiilding' shall  be  selected.  The  Board 
shall  invite  the  submission  of  plans  and  designs  by  a  public  nonce 
setting  forth  the  offer  of  prizes  and  stating  the  time  on  or  before 
which  plans  and  designs  must  be  submitted  to  the  Board.  Pro- 
vided that  the  architect  being  awarded  the  first  prize  shall  satisfy 
the  Commission  that  he  is  the  author  of  the  design  and  plan  so 
submitted,  and  that  he  is  skilled  in  his  profession.     That  notice 
shall  be  published  in  four  daiy  papers,  one  in  Pierre,  and  one 
in  three  other  cities  of  the  state  of  South  Dakota,  said  newspapers 
to  be  designated  by  the  LU^ard.  and  in  fnur  papers  in  other  locali- 
ties outside  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota^  at  least  twice  a  week 
for  five  successive  weeks,  giving  at  least  sixty  day's  notice  af^ter 
the  dav  of  the  last  publication  of  the  time  of  said  submission.  The 
Board' in /selecting  a  plan  and  de>ign  tor  said  Capitol  Building 
shall  require  the  highest  degree  of  architectural  beauty  and  con- 
structive excellence,  and  said  building  shall  be  fireproof. 

Sec.  7.  Advertisement  for  bids.  Xo  construction  or  material 
shall  be  furnished  except  pursuant  to  bids  advertised  for,  as 
herein  provided.  All  lettings  of  construction  or  material  exceeding 
in  amount  the  sum  pf  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ^$500)  ^^^^^^ 
vertised  in  two  daily  newspaper  r.f  general  circulation,  for  not 
less  than  ten  days.  The  bid  of  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  shall 
be  accepted,  saving  that  the  lioard  >liall  liave  tlie  right  to  reject 
all  binds.  The  performance  of  every  contract  shall  be  >ecured  by 
a  bond  to  the  state  of  Smith  Dakota,  in  a  sum  not  le^s  than  one 
smarter  of  the  contract  price,  secured  by  two  surities.  (piality- 
ing  in  doul)le  the  amount  of  a  1)onil,  eacli  of  whom  shall  be  a  l)ona 
fide  resident  of  this  state,  said  bond  to  be  conditioned  for  the 
faidiful   i)erformance   of   said   contract.     luacli   bid   shall    be  ac- 
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companied  by  a  similar  bond  conditioned  for  the  execution  and 
faithful  performance  of  a  contract  in  accordance  with  said  bid, 
if  the  same  shall  be  accepted  by  the  F.oard.    All  contracts  shall 
reserve  the  right  of  the  Board,  for  good  cause  shown,  to  annul 
the  contract,  without  allowance  for  damages,  and  allowing  only 
expense  incurred  and  labor  performed,  not  exceeding  the  contract 
price  or  the  proportion  that  the  work  done  or  material^  fumishea 
thereunder,  bears  to  the  total  amount  contracted  for.    Such  a  per 
centum,  not  less  than  twenty  per  centum,  as  the  Board  shall  decn. 
proper,  shall  be  reserved  from  payments  on  monthly  estimates  of 
work  done,  until  such  work  shall  have  been  completed,  inspected 
and  accepted.    All  material  contracted  for  shall  be  of  the  best 
quahty  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  the  directions, 
plans  'and  specifications,  of  the  work  executed  and  carried  out  b  v" 
skilled  and  reputable  architects,  contractors,  artists,  mechanics  and 
labors,  likewise  to  the*  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

Sec.    8.     Compensation  and  Duties  of  Architect.    Bond.  The 
architect  chosen  by  the  board  shall  receive  such  compensation  for 
his  plan  and  design  as  the  board  shall  deem  reasonable.    He  shall 
be  supervising  architect  of  said  building,  and  shall  prepare  all 
plans,  specifications  drawings,  and  details  for  said  building,  and  for 
all  contracts  for  construction  and  material  therefor.     He  shall 
see  that  all  material  furnished  and  work  dCne  shall  be  of  the  best 
quality,  and  that  all  contracts  with  said  board  are  faithfully  per- 
formed'by  the  parties  so  contracting  with  said  board.    He  shall 
perform  all  other  duties  devolving  upon  him  as' such  architect 
and  the  supervising  architect  of  said  building  may  be  removed 
at  the  pleasure  of  said  board.    Neither  said  architect  nor  a.'y  of 
his  subordinates  or  assistants  shall  be  in  any  way  connectca  with 
any  work  done  or  material  furnished  for  said  building,  or  any 
contract  therefor  or  shall  have  any  interest  therein  directly  or 
indirectly.    He  shall  furnish  bond  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota 
in  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  ($50,000)  with  two  or  more 
sureties,  each  a  Resident  of  this  State  and  qualif^.m-  in  twice 
the  amount  of  said  bond,  conditioned  for  the  fathful  performance 
by  said  architect,  his  assistants  and  subordinates,  of  his  and  vhcir 
duties  as  herein  prescribed. 

Sec.  9.  Superintendent.  Duties.  The  board  shall  appoint  et 
specially  qualified  person  to  act  as  Superintendent  of  the  construc- 
tion of  said  Capitol  Building.    It  shall  be  ha  duiy  to  see  .that  all 
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contracts  made  with  the  board  are  faithfully  performed  that  ah 
material  furnished  and  work  done,  shall  be  as  required  by  law 
or  the  contract  therefor,  that  all  duties  imposed  upon  the  arcmtect 
are  faithfully  performed  by  him  and  his  subordinates,  and  that  no 
provisions  of  this  act  are  violated.  To  report  to  the  board  any 
violation  of  this  act  or  of  any  contract  or  of  any  duty  by  an 
architect,  contractor  or  employee  of  said  board,  and  to  do  sucn 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  board.  Said  Super- 
intendent shall  receive  as  his  compensation  such  sum  as  the  board 
.hall  deem  reasonable,  not  exceeding  eight  ($8)  dollars  per  day 
for  each  and  every  dav  he  is  actually  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties.    He   shall  be  remc)vablc  at  the  pleasure  ot  the  board. 

Sec  ID.  Material— Cost.  The  b*:>ard  shall  have  and  is 
hereby  given  power  and  authority  when  the  kind  of  material  to 
be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  capitol  building  is  not  specifically 
fixed  by  law,  to  use  such  material  as  it.  may  deem  best  for  said 
building.  Provided,  That  the  total  cost  of  the  erection,  completion 
and  .furnishing  of  said  Capitol  Building,  including  steam  heat- 
ing apparatus  and  other  fixtures  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  One 
:^miion  Dollars  000,000)  and  the  board  shall  at  ail  times 
have  this  object  in  view,  and  all  plans  accepted  and  all  contracts 
awarded  shall  accepted  and  awarded  only  after  the  board  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  cost  of  building  wlien  it  shall  be  completed 
and  furnished  shall  not  exceed  tliis  amount. 

Sec.  II.  Statements  by  board.  It  shall  be  tne  duty  of  said 
board,  during  the  construction  of  said  building,  to  su1)mic  to  ihe 
Legislature  at  each  session  thereof,  including  th.^  session  following 
the"" completion  of  such  building,  a  full  statement  of  all  work  done 
and  material  furnished,  and  the  contracts  for  the  same  in  the 
construction  of  said  capitol  building,  together  with  a  complete 
statement  fully  itemized  and  properly  tabulated,  of  all  moneys 
spent  by  it,  and  shall  furnisli  a  detailed  report  of  its  acts  and 
designs  therewith. 

Sec.  12.  :^Iaterials  for  building.  Tht:  Capitol  Building  shall 
be  built  of  stone,  brick  and  iron  as  far  prac;  icab'-  All  materials 
to  be  used  in  the  constructiun  and  fu.n-^liri-  oi  the  same  shall 
be  procured  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota:  Provided,  the  same 
are  the  products  of  sai<l  State  and  can  be  procured  in  said  state 
as  cheaply  as  material  of  like  quality  in  other  localities.  Said 
Capitol  Building  shall  contain  all  chambers,  rooms,  corridors,  halls, 
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safes,  vaults  and  other  features  and  appurtenances  appropriate  to 
a  Capitol  Building.  It  shall  be  equipped  with  the  most  approved 
methods  of  heating,  draining  and  ventilating. 

Sec.  13.  Yearly  Expenditures.  The  board  shall  divide  the 
expenditures  for  the  erection  and  completion  of  said  Capitol  Build- 
ing so  that  there  shall  not  be  expended  in  any  year  an  amount 
in  excess  of  the  appropriation  for  that  one  year.  The  entire  con- 
struction and  finishing  of  said  .  Capitol  P.uilding  shall  be  com- 
pleted by  the  first  day  of  January,  1909;  Provided  that  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pav  for  the  same  shall  have  been  derived  from  the  sale  of 
lands  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  14.  Certificates  and  Warrants.  All  disbursements  on 
account  of  the  construction  of  the  Ca])itol  lUiilding,  shall  be  made 
pursuant  to  certificates  issued  by  the  board.  AW  claims,  bills  and 
demands  for  labor  performed,  work  done  or  material  furnished 
shall  be  presented  to  the  board  in  duplicate,  and  shall  be  passed 
upon  bv  said  board  only  at  regular  sessions  thereof,  and  after 
careful  examination  of  every  item  named.  If  found  correct  they 
shall  audit  the  same,  preserving  one  duplicate  and  transmitting 
the  other  as  audited  and  allowed,  to  the  state  Auditor  and  shall 
issue  a  certificate  to  the  ettect  that  services  have  been  rendered  or 
material  furnished,  and  the  person  therein  named  is  entitled  to  a 
warrant  for  the  amount  therein  named.  Upon  the  presentation 
of  said  certificate  and  a  du{)licatc  of  the  vouchers  '  therefor,  as 
audited  and  approved  by  the  board,  as  herein  provided  to  the 
State  Auditor,  he  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  "State  Capitol 
Building  Fund"  for  the  amount  stated,  and  to  the  order  of  the 
person  named  in  said  certificate:  Provided,  that  no  certificate  shah 
l)e  issued  in  excess  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  that  year;  and 
all  certificates  issued  shall  be  recorded  in  a  book  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  15.  Capitol  Ihiilding  Fund.  In  order  to  carry  out  the 
provisiojis  (,f  this  act  and  any  act  which  may  at  any  time  here- 
after be  ])assed  for  the  c(;nstruction  of  the  state  capitol  ])uilding. 
there  is  lierehy  created  a  state  fund  to  be  .knf)\vn  as  the  "State 
Capitol  P.uilding  Fund,"  into  which  fund  and  to  the  cretlit  of 
which  shall  go  the  ])nicee(ls  of  all  m(;ney  already  derived  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  derived  from  the  sale  or  rental  of  such  lands  as 
mav  have  been  or  may  be  granted  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  public  buildings  at  the  capital  of 
the  State  of  South  Dakota,  and  all  of  the  money  aforesaid  already 
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school  and  public  lands  at  any  time  it  may  be  necessary  to  re-  . 
plenish  the  fund  designated  as  the  state  capitol  building  fund, 
against  which  warrants  may  be  drawn,  to  sell  at  not  less  than  the 
minimum  price  per  acre,  that  now  is  or  may  be  hereafter  by  law 
provided  for  the"  class  of  lands  devoted  to  such  fund,  to-wit : 
The  lands  granted  to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  public  buildings  at  the  capital  of  said  state,  enough  ^ 
of  said  land  to  provide  a  sum  of  money  each  year  equal  to  the 
amount  appropriated  for  said  fund  for  such  year,  such  sale  to  be 
conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  or  may  be  hereafter  by 
law  provided;  provided,  however,  said  warrants  may  be  extended 
from  vear  to  year  bv  payment  of  interest  thereon,  and  the  receipt 
of  interest  on  said  warrants  by  the  holder  thereof  shall  operate 
as  an  extension  of  one  year's  time  within  which  payment  of  such 
warrants  shall  be  made  and  such  interest  may  and  shall  be  paid 
by  warrants  drawn  on  the  state  capitol  building  fund.    If  sufficient 
amount  of  said  land  shall  not  or  cannot  be  sold  at  the  minimum^ 
price  during  the  years  k>o5  and   1906  to  provide  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand   dollars    ($250,000)    as  herein 
provided,  the  commissioner  of  school  and  public  lands  shall  there- 
after continue  to  sell  said  lands  and  pay  the  proceeds  thereof  into 
the  said  state  capitol  building  fund  •  until  sufficient  money  has 
been  provided  by  said  sale,  including  the  amount  received  for 
rentals  to  equal  the  -sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($250,000)  and  in  like  manner,  when  sufficient  land  has 
not  been  sold  in  any  year  to  provide  a  sum  equal  to  the  appro- 
priation for  that  year,  said  commissioner  shall  continue  to  sell 
•said  land  until  such  sum  has  been  realized  for  each  and  every 
year,  and  the  proceeds  from  all  of  said,  lands,  whether  in  the 
form  of  money,  or  bonds  or  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  shall  be 
a  trust  fund  and  applied  strictly  to  the  payment  of  warrants  drawn 
on  the  state  capitol  building  fund. 

Sec.  19.  There  shall  be  transferred  from  the  state  capitol 
building  fund  to  the  general  fund.  f(^r  the  years  1907  and  suc- 
ceeding years,  from  moneys  derived  from  tiie  sale  of  said  lands, 
a  smn^ equal  to  the  sum  transferred  for  said  year  from  the  gen- 
eral fund  to  the  state  capitol  building  fund,  and  said  commissioner 
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of  school  and  public  lands  shall  continue  to  sell  said  land  until  a 
sum  of  money  has  been  provided  equal  to  the  sum  and  respective 
sums  transferred  from  the  general  fund  to  the  state  capitol  build- 
ing fund,  the  intent  of  this  section  being  to  provide  means  for  re- 
paying the  general  fund  all  moneys  transferred  therefrom  to  the 
the  capitol  building  fund  for  the  years  1907  and  succeeding  years. 

Sec.  20.  The  commissioner  of  school  and  public  lands  and 
said  board  sitting  jointly,  shall  act  as  a  board  of  appraisers,  and 
as  such  board  of  appraisers  shall  fix  a  minimum  price  at  which  said 
lands  may  be  sold  and  shall  determine  the  terms  of  sale  of  said 
lands,  and  provide  rules  and  regulations  for  the  sale  of  the  same 
by  the  commissioner  of  school  and  public  lands,  provided  that 
at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price  of  said  lands 
shall  be  paid  in  cash  at  the  date  of  the  purchase  thereof,  and  that 
the  unpaid  balance  shall  be  secured  by  a  note  or  bond  secured 
by  a  mortgage  covering  the  land  so  sold,  drawing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  not  less  than  five  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  annually. 

It  soon  became  manifest  that  for  various  reasons  this  bill 
would  meet  with  opposition.  The  state  adnnnistration  was  pledged 
to  the  strictest  economy  in  expenditure.  Very  many  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  capitol  building  lands  could  never  be  sold  for  a 
sufficient  sum  to  realize  the  million  dollars  which  the  bill  carried. 
Mr.  Sutherland  did  not  abondon  hope  for  his  original  bill  but 
permitted  his  committee  to  report  with  it  a  substitute  bill  carry- 
ins;  a  blank  sum  to  be  hlled  bv  the  house  and  generally  much 
simpler  in  its  terms  than  his  original  proposition.  The  two  bills 
were  considered  together  in  committee  of  the  whole  and  the 
substitute  bill  somewhat  moditied  by  amendments  was  adopted  and 
with  some  further  amendments  and  limitations  imposed  by  the 
senate,  was  enac/ed  into  law  and  becanie  Chapter  163  of  the  Laws 
of  1905.    For  convenience  this  act  is  herewith  printed: 


Folio — 13. 
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STATE  CAPITOL  BUILDING. 

CHAPTER  163. 

(H.  B.  142.) 

RELATING  TO  STATE  CAPITOL. 

AN  ACT  ENTITLED  AN  ACT  Relating  to  the  Creation  of  a 
State  Capitol  Commission  to  Provide  for  the  Erection  of  a 
Building  for  Capital  Purposes  on  Block  Twenty-one  (21),  in 
the  Fourth  (^th)  Railway  Addition  to  Ihe-ITown,  now  City 
of  Pierre,  in  the  Comity  of  ITughes,  State  of  South  Dakota, 
and  to  Provide  Funds  for  That  Purpose. 
Be  It  Enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota: 

Section  i.    That  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  erection  and 
completion  of  a  building  to  be  used  for  state  capitol  purposes  by 
the  state  of  South  Dakota  on  block  twenty-one   (21),   in  the 
Fourth  (4th)  Railway  addition  to  the  town,  now  City  of  Pierre, 
in  the  county  of  Plughes,  state  of  South  Dakota,  known  as  the 
capitol  grounds,  there  is  hereby  created  a  board  to  be  known  as 
the  state  capitol  commission.     Said  board  shall  consist  of  four 
members,  to  be  composed  of  the  governor,  secretary  of  state, 
state  auditor  and  commissioner  of  school  and  public  lands,  who 
shall  serve  as  members  of  said  board  without  compensation.  The 
governor  shall  be  ex-officio  chairman  of  said  board.    A  majority 
of  said  board  shall  constitute  a  quorum.     Said  board  shall  pro- 
cure the  erection  of  a  building  on  the  above  described  premises, 
known  as  the  capitol  grounds,  and  complete  same,  which  shall 
be  adapted  and  designed  for  occupancy  by  the  supreme  court, 
and  the  judges  and  officers  of  said  court,  and  for  the  proper  dis- 
position and  placing  therein  of  the  supreme  court  library  and  other 
libraries   belonging   to  the   state   of   South   Dakota,   and  other 
valuable  records  and  papers  and  property  of  said  state.  Said 
board  shall  have  power  to  prepare  the  said  grounds  for  said 
•building  and  in  providing  plans  and  specifications  for  the  said 
building  mav  also  adopt  plans  and  specifications  for  a  complete 
capitol  building,  in  order  that  the  building  to  be  erected  by  said 
board  may  be  a  symmetrical  part  of  a  complete  capitol  building. 
Said  board  is  empowered  to  employ  an  architect  and  to  do  and 
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perform  any  and  all  acts  necessary  to  enable  the  said  board  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.    In  order  to  carry'  out  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  building, .  and   to  prepare 
the  said  grounds  for  the  erection  of  the  same,  and  to  procure  the 
said  plans   and   specifications,   the   commissioner   of   school  and 
public  lands  of  the  state  of  South  Dakota  is  authorized  and  em-  . 
powered  and  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  sufficient  of  the  lands  grantee^ 
to  the  state  of  South  Dakota  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  build- 
ings at  the  capital  of  the  state,  and  may  proceed  to  raise  a  suf-  ; 
ficcnt  sum  in  cash  by  the  sale  of  such  lands  which,  with  the 
amount  now  in  the  treasury  of  the  state  of  South  Dakota  already 
realized  from  the  sale'  or  rental  of  such  lands,  and  which  may 
hereafter  be  received  by  the  state  of  South  Dakota  from  such 
sales  or  rentals,  until  the  sum  so  raised  amounts  to  $150,000,  and 
that  such  part  of  said  amount  now  in  the  treasury  from  the  sale 
and  rental  of  such  lands,  and  such  other  and  further  sums  of 
monev  which  may  be  raised  from  sales  and  rentals  hereafter  of 
such  lands,  aggregating  the  total  sum  of  8150,000  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  and  is  made  a  fund  in  the  state  treasury  known  as 
the  state  capitol  building  fund,  and  that       much  of  said  amount 
now  in  the  treasury,  raised  from  th.e  sale  or  rental  of  such  lands 
and  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  and  rental  of  lands  hereafter  as 
aforesaid,  until  said  sum  aggregate  the  sum  of  $150,000,  is  hereby 
appropriated  and  placed  to  the  use  and  disposal  of  the  said  capitol 
commission,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  provided  for, 
if  deemed  advisable  by  tlie  majority  of  the  members  of  said  capitol 
commission.     Said  lands  prior  to  their  sale  shall  be  appraised  in 
the  manner  now  provided  for  by  law  for  the  appraisal  of  school 
lands.    The  board  of  school  and  public  lands  shall  fix  the  minimum 
price  of  said  lands  at  not  less  than  $10  per  acre,  which  shall  be 
,the  least  amount  per  acre  at  which  they  may  be  sold,  and  shall 
determine  the  manner  of  sale  and  make  rules  and  regulations  ior 
the  sale  of  anv  of  said  lands  by  the  connnissioner  of  school  and 
public  lands.    In  case  any  of  said  lands  are  sold  partly  for  cash 
and  partlv  on  time  payments,  the  proceeds  of  the  cash  payments 
shall  be  covered  into  the  said  capitol  building  fund  in  the  state 


u":  I/:r, 


:  1.0'i.b 


I.,:',/ 


196  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

treasury,  and  the  cash  proceeds  on  time  payments,  when  due  and 
collected,  shall  be  covered  mto  said  capitol  building  fund  in  the 
state  treasury.    And  it  is  hereby  especially  provided,  that  none  of 
the  said  time  payments  or  evidences  of  the  same  shall  be  in  any 
manner  hypothecated,  or  pledged,  sold  or  discounted  in  any  man- 
ner by  the  state  capitol  commission  for  the  purpose  of  raising  cash 
for  the  said  capitol  building  fund.    Said  sum  of  $150,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  have  been  raised,  as  herein  provided,  shall 
be  available  for  use  by  said  capitol  commission  for  the  purposes 
hereinbefore  designated  during  the  period  between  July  I,  1905, 
and  June  30,  1907.  in  the  discretion  of  said  board.    It  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  act  that  all  moneys 
expended  by  said  state  capitol  commission  in  the  construction  and 
erection  of  said  building  or  in  carrying  out  any  of  the  purposes 
provided  for  by  this  act,  shall  be  raised  as  hereinbefore  provided 
and  from  the  amount  now  in  the  treasury  in  such  fund  raised 
from  the  sale  and  rental  of  such  lands,  and  shall  not  be  taken 
from  the  general  fund  of  the  treasury,  nor  shall  any  moneys  be 
expended  by  said  state  capitol  commission  until  the  same  shall 
have  been  raised  as  hereinbef<M-e  provided  and  covered  into  said 
capitol  building  fund. 

Sec.  3.  Disbursements.  xVU  disbursements  on  account  of 
said  building,  and  expenses  incidental  thereto,  shall  be  made 
pursuant  to  certificate  by  the  board,  signed  by  a  majority  of  said 
board.  All  claims,  bills  and  demands  for  labor  performed,  for  all 
materials  furnished  or  other  expenses,  shall  be  presented  to  said 
board  in  duplicate  and  shall  be  passed  upon  by  said  board.  If 
found  correct,  said  board  shall  audit  the  same,  preserving  one 
duphcate  and  transmitting  the  other  as  audited  or  allowed  to  the 
^  state  auditor,  and  shall  issue  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  services 
have  been  rendered  or  materials  furnished,  and  the  person  named 
therein  is  entitled  to  a  warrant  for  the  amount  named  therein. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  said  certificate,  the  state  auditor  shall 
draw  his  warrant  for  the  amount  allowed,  to  the  order  of  the 
person  named  in  said  certificate,  and  said  warrant  shall  be  paid 
by  the  state  trea-urer  upon  demand,  out  of  the  state  capitol  build- 
ing fund,  provided,  that  no  certificate  shall   be   issued  or  debt 
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created  at  anv  time  in  excess  of  the  amount  of  cash  in  such  state 
capitol  building  fund  when  such  certificate  is  issued  or  deot 
created. 

-  Sect.  4.  Reports.  Said  board  shall  on  or  before  the  30th  day 
of  October,  1907,  prepare  and  file  with  the  governor  of  the  stace 
for  his  use,  and  for  the  use  of  the  legislature,  a  full,  detailed  report 
of  all  their  transactions  to  said  date,  containing  an  itemized  and 
classified  statement  of  all  expenditures. 

Sec.  5.    Emergency.    Whereas,  an  emergency  is  declared  to 
exist,  and  does  ex^st,  'this  act  shall  be  in  force  and  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 
Approved,  ^larch  2,  1905. 
"■     While  this  bill  was  pending  in  the  legislature,  most  of  the 
state  officials  were  interesting  themselves  in  acquiring  information 
pertaining  to  state  capitob.  tlic  cost  and  the  conveniences  thereof, 
and  at  that  juncture  Volume  four  of  tlie  Collections  of  the  ^Ion- 
tana  Historical  Society  was  received  in,  the  state  library,  and  was 
found  to  contain  a  complete  history  and  description  of  the  ^Ion- 
tana  capitol.    The  librarian  at  once  took  this  volume  to  Governor 
Elrod  who  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  appearance  of  the 
Montana  building  and  with  characteristic  enterprise,  dispatched 
a  telegram  to  Governor  Toole  of  ^slnntana  to  ask  of  he  could 
reccmimend  the  architect  who  prvided  the  plans  for  their  building. 
Governor  Toole  wired  a  strong  commendation  of  the  architect,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Bell,  of  ^linncapolis,  and  within  a  few  hours  :Mr.  Bell 
was  m  Pierre  with  a  compi  tt  ontfif       Uie  plans  of  the  ^Montana 
building,  and  bv  common  consent  of  the  state  officials,  capitol 
commis'^sion,  and  legislature,  they  were  at  once  adopted  and  no 
other  means  of  securing  plans  was  thereafter  seriously  considered. 

The  capitol  commission  provided  for  by  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, consisted  of  Hon.  S.  H.  Elrod,  governor;  Hon.  David  1). 
Wipf  secretarv  of  state;  Hon.  J.  E.  Halliday,  auditor;  Hon.  C..  J. 
Bach  commissioner  of  school  and  public  lands.  The  commission 
met  at  Governor  Elrod's  office  on  April  14  and  organized  by  the 
choice  of  Governor  Elrod  for  chairman  and  Auditor  Halhday  tor 
secretary.  The  early  action  of  ibe  commission  is  herewith  ex- 
■tracted  from  the  first  official  report  of  that  body. 


•  '■.7/  <.;rfv/  ( 


It-: 


i 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  109 

'•After  organization  the  first  official  act  of  the  commission 
was  to  make  a  trip  to  Helena.  Montana,  for  the  purpose  of  view- 
ing the  capitol  building  of  that  state.    The  Montana  capitol  build- 
ings was  selected  because  of  the  fact  that  the  appropnation  in 
Montana  was  of  about  the  same  amount  as  that  appropriated  by 
South  Dakota  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  commission  had  been 
given  assurances  that  the  state  of  Montana  had  secured  a  very 
acceptable  building  within  the  appropriation.    The  commission,  ac, 
companied  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Bell,  an  architect  of  Minneapohs,  who 
•drafted  the  plans  and  built  the  Montana  building,  made  a  thorough 
investigation  of  said  building  and  found  it  to  be  very  acceptable 
in  every  sense  of  the  word.    The  commission  interviewed  the  state 
officers  of  Montana,  members  of  the  commission  that  had  created 
the  building,  and  citizens  generally,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion 
was  that  Montana  had  the  best  capitol.  building  for  the  money  to 
be  found  in  the  United  States.    The  commission  returned  from 
Montana  and  after  making  some  changes  which  would  better  the 
building  for  South  Dakota's  needs,  let  the  contract  for  plans  and 
specifications  to  Messrs.  Bell  and  Detweiler.    .\  number  of  changes 
•in  the  Montana  plans  were  found  necessary  to  fit  South  Dakota  s 
case    The  building  is  to  be  forty-one  jeet  longer,  the  dome  larger 
and  higher,  some  changes  in  the  exterior  architectural  designs,  and 
the.  rooms  rearranged  to  comply  with  our  needs,  the  statute  ot  our 
state  providing  for  some  officials  that  Montana's  needs  did  not 
require     Therefore,  while  we  have  followed  the  general  plan  of 
the  Montana  building,  yet  it  became  necessary  for  the  architects 
■  to  draft  new  plans  and  specifications  for  our  use.    However,  by 
adopting  these  plans  instead  of  advertising  for  plans  and  specifi- 
.  cations  to  be  submitted,  the  commission  has  saved  the  state  from 
$7,000  to  $10,000  that  it  would  have  been  compelled  to  olter  in 
premiums  under  the  system  of  competitive  bids  by  architects. 

This  matter  being  settled  ,the  question  of  material  with  which 
to  construct  the  building  was  taken  up.  The  commission  made  a 
trip  to  Bedford,  Indianapolis  and  Chicago,  investigated  thoroughly 
the  qualitv  of  Bedford  stone  and  the  cost,,  examined  a  number 
of  buildings  erected  from  this  material,  among  them  the  cap.to 
■  buildin-  of  Indiana,  and  the  new  federal  building  being  erecteU 
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at  a  cost  of  'six  million  dollars  at  Indianapolis,  and  returned  fully 
satisfied  with  the  quality  and  beauty  of  this  popular  building 
stone.  The  commission  also  visited  the  stone  quarries  at  Sioux 
Falls  and  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota,  thoroughly  investigating 
the  quality  of  the  'Stone  at  these  places  as  well  as  the  probable 
cost  and  the  facilities  for  furnishing  the  amount  of  stone  that  the 
commission  would  necessarily  have  to  purchase. 

On  August  8,  1905,  the  commission  advertised  for  bids  for 
the  foundation  of  the  east  wing  of  the  proposed  building,  said  • 
foundation  to  be  built  of  native  stone  or  hard  heads.  C.  Lepper, 
of  Minneapolis,  being  the  lowest  bidder,  was  awarded  the  contract 
and  finished  the  job  during  the  working  season.  The  com- 
mission was  highly  gratified  with  the  job  turned  over  by  Mr. 
Lepper."  ..  ^  •  ' 

On  January  16,  1906,  the  capitol  commission  advertised  for 
bids  for  the  erection  and  heating  of  the  superstructure  of  the  east 
wing,  bids  to  be  opened  upon  April  3rd,  but  a  complication  grew 
up  which  quite  altered  their  plans.    With  the  small  amount  of 
money  in  hand  the  commission  were  of  course  desirous  of  gettmg 
the  best  possible  structure  and  the  bids  were  submitted  in  such 
a  way  that  stone  from  any  quarry  might  be  adopted  according 
to  the  cost  of  its  use.    This  brought  the  South  Dakota  granite  in 
direct  competition  with  softer  stones  of  outside  quarries.  The 
pride  of  the  people  of  the  state  was  involved  and  there  was  quite 
a  general  demand  that  only  South  Dakota  material  should  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  new  capitok    Under  the  terms  of  the 
competition  it  was  at  once  manifest  that  Sioux  Falls  granite  could 
not  successfully  compete  with  the  Indiana  limestone  and  it  was 
determined  to  attempt  to  hold  up  the  whole  procedure  until  ad- 
ditional legislation  could  be  secured.     Therefore,  when  the  day 
''for  opening  the  bids  arrived,  Mr.  W.  B.  Davenport,  on  behalf  of 
the  Sioux  Falls  Hoard  of  Trade,  secured  from  the  supreme  court, 
an  order  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  prohibition  enjoining  the 
capitol  commission  from  further  action.     The  matter  was  duly 
aro;ued  before  the  supreme  court  and  the  cominission  was  sus- 
stained  in  every  particular  (see  vol.  20,  Supreme  Court  Re[)ort5, 
page  56-7^    but  due  to  the  delay,  and  the  general  criticism  of  the 
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use  of  foreign  material,  the  commission  decided  to  take  no  fur- 
ther action  until  the  legislature  had  reviewed  the  subject. 

Whether  or  not  South  Dakota  stone  should  be  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  capitol  was  more  or  less  of  an  issue  in  the 
political  campaign  of  1906  and  at  the  election  that  fall  Hon.  Coe  I. 
Crawford  was  chosen  for  Governor:  ^cn.  John  Hirning  for  Aud- 
itor; and  Hon.  O.  C.  Dokken  for  Commissioner  of  Schools  and 
Public  Lands,  thus  changing  three  of  the  four  capital  commission. 
In  the  Pierre  district  Hon.-  Ivan  W.  Gooner  was  elected  State  sen- 
ator  and  to  him  fell  the  duty  of  promoting  the  legislation  pretaining 
to  the  new  capitol.    This  xvas  done  in  the  form  of  amendments  to 
the  Sutherland  bill  of  1905-    (Sec  Chap.  83,  Laws  of  1907.)  In 
its  chief  feature  it  provided  for  the  construction  of  the  entire  cap- 
itol, removed  the  Sio  minimum  limit  on  the  sale  of  the  capitol 
building  lands,  leaving  the  Commissioners  free  to  sell  any  of  the 
lands  at  any  price  deemed  adequate,  fixed  the  total  limit  of  expend- 
iture for  the  whole  building  at  $600,000  and  provided  a  five  per 
cent  deferential  in  favor  of  South  Dakota  stone.    That  is,  the  com- 
mission was  required  to  use  South  Dakota  stone  in  the  structure 
provided  the  total  cost  should  not  be  increased  more  than  five  per 
cent  thereby.    The  new  commission  f(?und  that  the  former  com- 
mission had  expended  for  plans,  incidental  expenses,  and  for  the 
construction  of  the  foundaticn  of  the  east  wing  $i7.^>95-94,  and 
that  there  was  in  the  treasury  $84,405.83  belonging  to  the  capitol 
building  fund,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  ptiblic  lands. 

The  new  commission  pronq)lly  organized  and  advertised  for 
bids  for  the  construction  of  the  new  Iniilding  and  on  June  4th,  • 
1907,  the  contract  was  let  to  Mr.  C).  H.  (Jlson  of  Stillwater,  Minne- 
sota, the  lowest  bidder,  for  the  sum  of  $540,5-5-  H^^^-  H.  Lea, 
state  engineer,  was  ai^pointed  superintendent  of  construction. 
Herewith  is  a  brief  account  of  the  process  of  the  construction 
work  written  by  Contractor  Olson. 

•*In  giving  the  history  of  the  building  of  the  state  capital  for 
the  state  of  South  Dakota.  I  will  briefly  state  that  I  spent  five 
weeks  of  hard  work  figuring  on  the  job.  Bids  were  opened  on  the 
4th  of  June,  1907.  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  me  on  June 
5th,  on  the  basis  of  Ortonvillc  granite,  Sioux  Falls  jasper  and  Bed- 
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ford  stone.  The  bids  ranging  from  $540,525  (my  bid),  to  $650,- 
000.  ■  Work  was  commenced  in  July,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  on 
the  excavation,  which  took  about  four  weeks  to  complete.  Owing 
to  the  inability  of  the  East  Sioux  Falls  Co-Operative  Stone  Com- 
pany of  Sioux  Falls  to  furnish  the  Jasper  at  a  definite  time,  the 
work  was  delayed  fully  six  months,  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  late  in  the  fall  before  a  thorough  understanding  could  be  had 
with  the  Sioux  Falls  Stone  company.  Marquette  Raindrop  was 
substituted  for  the  Sioux  Falls  stone.    This  is  a  very  handsome 
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and  durable  stone  and  in  purchasing  it  the  state  saved  several 
thousand  dollars.  But.  since  this  stune  canot  be  quarried  in  cold 
^weather,  no  headway  could  be  made  with  the  work  until  the 
following  spring. 

In  the  meantime,  the  capitol  commission  decided  to  raise  the' 
foundation  of  the  building  two  feet  higher  than  originally  con- 
templated in  the  architect's  plan  in  order  to  get  a  better  elevation, 
which  was  a  very  wise  move.  Owing  to  the  delay  in  getting  stone 
for  the  superstructure,  the  foundation  was  the  only  work  that 
could  be  done  during  the  season  of  1907. 
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Operations  started  again  in  ^larch,  1908,  and  the  structure 
was  erected  up  to  a  point  level  with  the  peak  of  the  roof,  and 
the  roof  of  the  wings  put  on.  The  progress  made  during  the 
season  of  1908  was  considered  remarkable.  With  a  force  of  an 
average  of  sixty-five  men,  laborers  and  mechanics,  and  three  huge 
derricks,  about  100,000  square  feet,  surface  measurement,  of  stone 
was  'set.  2,500,000  brick  were  laid,  300  tons  of  iron  set  in  place 
and  70,000  cubic  feet  of  concrete  put  in  place.  Work  for  the 
season  was  suspended  December  19th,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  men  working  on  tTie  inside,  active  operations  was  not  started 
again  until  March,  1909. 

The  large  center  derrick  was  raised  to  a  point  level  with  the 
tower  deck  and  the  erection  of  the  dome  commenced.  The  slow, 
intricate  work  around  the  tower  deck,  with  pediments  and  balus- 
trade around,  approaching  the  part  of-  the  circular  part  of  the 
dome,  was  slow  work,  but  considering  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
hundred  tons  of  iron,  350,00  brick  and  thirty  cars  of  cut  stone 
besides  a  mass  of  concrete,  the  work  was  pushed  along  with  such 
vigor  that  tlic  last  stone  was  set  on  June  25th,  just  one  year  from 
the  time,  to  the  exact,  dav,  that  the  corner  stone  was  set.  The 
curved  steel  rafters  for  the  dome  were'  hustled  in  place  and  the 
work  of  concreting  and  enclosing  the  dome  was  pushed  as  rapidly 
as  possible  under  the  difficult  conditions  connected  with  this  class 
of  work. 

In  the  meantime,  the  interior  work  was  pushed  ak^ig,  plastei- 
.ing  was  started  April  15.  K909.  The  marble  and  mosaic  fioor  work 
was  started  al)out  IVlay  ist.  The  plastering  was  finished  October 
3,  1909,  and  the  marble  and  mosaic  and  scagliola  work  2^Iarch  1, 
1910.  The  interior  marble  work  was  done  by  the  Drake  Marb  «' 
and  Tile  Company  of  St.  Paul,  the  plain  and  ornamental  plastering 
by  J.  T.  Cook  of  St.  Paul  under  sub-contract.  All  of  this  ornamen- 
tal stucco  work  and  enrichments  was  modeled  and  cast  in  die 
building. 

The  total  amount  of  material  in  the  building  is  as  follows : 
Field  boulders  for  foundation.  200  cords.  " 
70,000  cubic  feet  of  cut  stone. 
•  Three  million  brick. 
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io,GOO  barrels  of  cement. 

400  ton  of  structural  steel  and  ornamental  iron. 

40,000  pounds  of  copper  for  roof  covering. 

150  tons  of  steel  reinforcement. 

25,000  square  yards  of  plastering. 

$18,000  of  ornamental  plastering. 

30,000  square  feet  of  mosaic  marble  floor  work. 

25,000  feet  of  marble  work. 

60,000  square  feet  of  hardwood  floors. 

THE   ELECTRIC   WORK  INCLUDED 

two  Ideal  engines  and  two  electric  elevators,  amounting  to  $30,000, 
vault  doors,  ornamental  iron  and  stair  work  and  hardware  amount- 
ing to  about  $25,000;  interior  wood  finish  and  glass  amounicd  to 
about  $25,000.  These  are,  in  substance,  the  quantities  of  material 
in  the  building. 

The  difterent  material  and  sub-contracts  were  furnislied  as 
follows,  viz : 

Exterior  cut  stone,  G.  II.  Young  Company  of  St.  Paul. 
Structural  steel  and  iron  work  by  the  St.  Paul  Foundry  C(.\ 
of  St.  Paul. 

Reinforced  concrete  and  steel  engineering  by  C.  A.  P.  Tuir.cr 
of  ^Minneapolis. 

Tile,  and  marble  work  by  the  Drake  ^Marble  and  Tile  Co.  o^' 
St.  Paul. 

Interior  wood  work  by  the  Stillwater  ^lanufacturing  Co.  of 
Stillwater,  ]^Iinn. 

Roofing  and  sheet  metal  work  by  the  IMuinesota  Roofing  an  1 
Cornice  Works  of  St.  Paul. 

Electric  work  by  Ximis  &  Nimis  of  St.  Paul. 

Glass  by  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company  of  Minneapolis. 

Painting  and  varnishing  by  W.  PI.  Dennis  &  Son  of  Seattle, 
Wash. 

Ornamental  iron  by  Brown  Brothers  ^Tfg.  Co.  of  Chicago. 
Elevators  by  the  Otis  Elevator  Co.  of  Chicago  and  New  York. 
Scagliola  and  artificial  marble  by  the  Henry  Marble  Co.  of 
Chicago. 
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Plastering  and  ornamental  stucco  work  by  J.  T.  Cook  ot  St. 
Paul. 

All  of  the  sand  and  gravel  and  hauling  of  all  material  was 
done  by  E.  C.  Kindley  of  Pierre;  about  twenty  thousand  6ibic 
yards  of  sand  and  gravel  was  used. 

The  work  in  general  was  carried  on  my  personal  supervision  ; 
Ben  Olson  was  the  general  foreman,  Frank  Steinhorst  was  the  fore- 
man of  the  carpenters  and  interior  finish  as  well  as  the  iron  work 
and  reinforced  concrete  work.  Swan  Anderson,  called  the  "ler- 
rible  Swede."  was  sub-foreman  on  the  false  work,  framing  and 
iron  work,  helping  with  the  rigging  and  moving  of  derricks.  Harry 
A  Olsen  was  the  general  clerk,  as  well  as  limckeeper  and  pay- 
clerk,  and  had  charge  of  the  consignment  of  the  material  and 
assisted  in  die  construction  work,  looking  after  the  diagrams  and  . 
numbers  of  cut  stone  and  selecting  stone.  Other  trusted  employees 
were  N .  W.  Glass  and  Martin  Vordal,  being  special  men  in  hand- 
hng  and  uirlcading  stone  and  other  material  and  for  the  concrete 
work.  Handling  the  derricks  were  Ole  OL>en,  Charles  Anderson 
and  Frank  Carlson,  experi  hoisting  engineers,  rendering  valuable 
service. 

AmcnL^  the  difficult  problems  was  the  raising  of  the  derricks 
from  floor  to  floor,  the  hoisting  and  placing  of  the  heavy  steel 
o-irders  around  the  tower  deck  and  heavv  roof  trusses.  The  most 
difficult  and  dangerous  work  was  the  raising  and  the  setting  of 
the  large  cclum.ns  at  tlie  main  entrance  and  the  lintels  over  the 
portico  carrving  the  wall  and  cornice  alxjve  the  columns,  but  it  all 
went  without  a  hitch  of  a  -erious  kind. 

The  relations  with  the  capitol  commission,  architect  and  super- 
intendent have  been  agreeable  and  pleasant,  everything  having  been 
basec],  cn  honest,  fair  tlealings.  While  working  under  two  dif- 
ferent commissit;ns,  everything  has  been  harmonious,  and  while 
the  commi'ssirn  has  watchecf  keenly  the  interest  of  the  state,  they 
have  alwavs  been  kind  a!id  considerate  and  all  the  l)usiness  has 
been  handled  and  transacted  in  an  honest,  upright,  business-like 
manner. 

I  have  tlie  greatest  regard  and  kiiidc.-t  feeling  toward  all  of 
the  members  of  the  ca[)itol  connuission  as  well  as  the  architect. 
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Mr.  Bell,  and  the  state  superintendent.  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Lea,  and 
the  kindness  and  courtesy  shown  by  the  entire  capitol  force  from 
the  governor  to  the  janitor,  is  thoroughly  appreciated.  I  am 
especially  grateful  to  Senator  Crawford,  as  the  first  chairman,  and 
Governor  Vessey.  as  the  present  chairman  of  the  commission,  and 
I  want  to  say  the  welfare  of  the  state  and  the  individual  have 
been  and  is  now  taken  care  of  on  the  basis  of  w^hat  is  right  and 
just,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile. 

The  people  of  Pierre  have  been  most  agreeable  and  it  is  witli 
considerable  regret  and  reluctance  that  I  part  with  the  people  i 
have  met.  mingled  and  done  lursiness  with,  but  feel  assured  I  have 
given  the  best  of  my  services  to  the  state  and  will  say  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  no  state  in  the  union  has  received  better 
services  or  better  values  for  the  expenditures,  and  no  state  in  the 
union  has  as  pretentious  a  state  capitol  for  the  amount  of  money 
invested,  as  the  'state  of  South  Dakota." 

O.  H.  OLSON. 


LAYING  THE  CORNER  STONE. 
The  corner  stone  of  the  new  capitol  was  laid  June  25.  1908. 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodgje  of  Masons  for  South 
'Dakota,  Grand  ^Laster  J.  J.  Davenport  of  Sturgis,  being  master 
of  ceremonies. 

The  procession  formed  in  front  of  the  Locke  Hotel  at  3:15 
•p.  m.  Civil  officers  of  the  city  and  state  when  joined  in  the  pro- 
cession, formed  in  the  rear  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  escort  of 
the  band. 

Arriving  at  the  site  of  the  new  building,  the  Grand  Lodge 
passed  the  escort  and  trnik  their  position  on  the  platform  pro- 
vided. The  grand  master  then  commanded  silence  and  the  cere- 
mony began  with  the  singing  of  an  ode. 

The  grand,  chaplain.  John  Askin,  D.  D.,  ottered  the  following 
*  prayer : 

^  "Almighty  God.  of  \\  hose  righteous  will  all  tilings  are.  and 
were  created;  Who  liftest  the  islands  out  of  the  deep— and  pre- 
parest  not  in  vain  the  habitable  world;  Thou  has  gathered  our 
people  into  a  great  nation,  and  sent  them  to  sow  beside  all  waters, 
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and  multiply  sure  dwellings  on  the  earth.  Deepen  the  root  of  our 
life  in  everlasting  righteousness ;  and  let  not  the  crown  of  our 
pride  be  a'S  a  fading  flower.  Make  us  equal  to  our  high  trusts, 
reverent  in  the  use  of  freedom;  just  in  the  exercise  of  power; 
generous  in  the  protection  of  weakness.  With  all  Thy  blessings 
bless  Thy  servant  the  governor  of  our  beloved  state ;  fill  his  heart 
with  such  loyalty  to  Thee  that  the  people  of  this  commonwealth 
may  be  exalted  by  their  loyalty  to  him.    To  our  legislators  and 


S.VMIEL   ir.  LEA 
Siiperintcndout 


counsellors  give  insight  and  faithfulness,  that  our  laws  may 
clearly  speak  the  right,  ahd  our  judges  purely  interpret  it.  Let 
it  be  known  among  us  how  diou  hatest  robbery  for  burnt  offer- 
iftg;  that  the  gains  of  industry  may  be  all  upright,  and  the  use-  of 
wealth  considerate.  ^lay  wisdom  and  knowledge  be  the  stability 
of  our  times,  and  uur  deepest  trust  be  in  the,  the  Lord  of  Niiions 
and  the  King  of  Kings." 

The  grand  master  directed  the  grand  secretary  to  read  the 
list  of  various  articles  to  be  deposited  in '  the  stone,  which  was 
as  follows :  '   -  .  .    "  .        '         ' ' 
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Coins  of  1907. 

"Building;-  contract. 

Capitol  bills  of  1905  and  1907. 

Holy  Bible. 

History  and  government  of  South  Dakota. 
Brief  history  of  South  Dakota. 
Orclinance  of  T787. 

Blue  books  of  iqos  and  1907,  containing  constitutions  ot  the 
United  States  and  of  the  state,  of  South  Dakota;  also  state  dn-ec- 

tories.  ,        1  ^ 

Inaugural  a.ldrcs.  of  Governor  Sann.cl  II.  Klrod  to  the  9* 

^    Biennial  message  of  Governor  Samuel  U.  Elrod  to  the  lOth 

lesislative  session.  '  ' 

Inaugural  address  of  Governor  Coe  I.  Crawford  to  the  lOth 

legislative  session.  _ 

Photo^^faphs  of  Samuel  II.  Lea,  superintendent  ot  construc- 
tion- O  H.  Olsen,  contractor;  General  W.  H.  11.  Beadle,  speaker 
of  the  dav:  Hon.   John   Sutherland,  introducer  of  state  capito 
building  bdls.  1,05;  I.         Ooodner,  introducer  of  otate  capitol 
buildit>g  bill,  1907:  Governor  Coe  1.  Crawford,  and  Hon.  U.  D, 

^^'^  Negative  of         capito!  building  and  negative  of  architect's 
drawing  of  new  capitol  building. 

Copy  of  Constitutional  Debates.  South  Dakota.  '  ■ 

Copy  Revised  Codes.  Dak..>ta,  1877. 

Session  laws,  1907. 

Copy  of  program  rendered  at  laying  ot  cornerstone  South 
Dakota  capitol  building  at  Pierre,  Jime  25.  MPS. 

Annual  reports  of  ,907  of  the  following  state  oiiicer,  .state 
auditor,  treasurer,  secretary  of  state,  cumnnssioner  ot  sch.ool  and 
public  lands  and  superintendent  ..f  histruction.  ■ 

Newspapers:  Pierre  Dakntan,  Pierre  Capitol-Joun..,.  Uerre 
Free  Press,  Pierre  Now  h'-ra.  Sioux  Falls  Daily  1  res.,  S_''«>^ 
Falls  Dailv  .\rgus-I,ea<ler.  .Xberdeeu  American,  Aberdeen  Dady 
News,  Vankton'^  Press  and  Dakotan,  Deadwood  Telegram,  kapid 

Folio — 14. 
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City  Journal,  Dacotah  ^lagazine,  Commercial  News,  Eureka  Volk- 
zeitung,  Sioux  Falls  Posten  and  the  Woman's  Journal. 

The  grand  treasurer  then  deposited  in  the  cavity  prepared 
for  the  purpose  the  box  containing  the  several  articles  of  deposit. 

The  cornerstone  was  then  lowered  into  its  place,  during  which 
ceremony  soft  music  was  rendered  by  the  band.  ■ 

The  principal  architect  then  presented  the  working  tools  to  the 
grand  master,  who  handed  the  square  to  the  deputy  grand  master, 
the  level  to  the  senior  grand  warden,  and  the  plumb  to  the  junior 
grand  warden,  when  the  grand  master  addressed  the  grand  officers 
as  follows  : 

Grand  Master:  Right  Worthy  Deputy  Grand  }^Iaster,  what 
is  the  proper  jewel  of  your  office?  :.  ■; 

Deputy  Grand  blaster:    The  square. 

Grand  Master:    What  are  its  moral  and  :Masonic  uses? 

Deputy  Grand  Master:  To  square  our  actions  by  the  square 
of  virtue  and  prove  our  work. 

Grand  Master:  Apply  the  implement  of  your  office  to  that 
portion  of  the  foundation  stone  that  needs  to  be  proved,  and  make 
report. 

The  deputy  applied  the  square  to  the  .stone  and  said : 

Deputy  Grand  ^Master :  :Most  \\\^rshipful,  I  find  the  stone  to 
be  square.    The  cra,ftsmen  have  performed  their  duty. 

Grand  Master :  Right  worthy  Senior  Grand  Warden,  what  is 
the  jewel  of  your  office?' 

Senior  Grand  Warden:    The  level  .  ., 

Grand  Master:    What  is  its  :\lasonic  use? 

Senior  Grand  Warden:  Morally,  it  reminds  us  of  equality, 
and  its  use  is  to  lay  horizontals. 

Grand  blaster:  Apply  the  implement  of  your  office  to  the 
foundation  stone  and  make  report. 

This  was  done. 

Senior  Grand  Warden:  ^lost  Worshipful,  I  find  the  stone  to 
be  level.    The  craftsmen  have  performed  their  duty. 

Grand  :\Iastcr:  Right  Worthy  Junior  Grand  Warden,  what 
is  the  proper  jewel  of  your  (office? 

.  Junior  Grand  Warden :    1'he  plumb.  •      '  ^ 
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Grand  Master:  What  is  its  ]\Iasonic  use? 

Junior  Grand  Warden:    r^Iorally,  it  teaches  rectitude  ul'  ^Njn 
duct,  and  we  use  it  to  try  perpendiculars.  .  v 

Grand  ^Master :  Apply  the  implement  of  your  office  tn  the 
several  edges  of  the  foundation  stone  and  make  report. 

This  was  complied  with. 

Junior  Grand  \\'arden  :  Most  Worshipful,  I  find  the  ^i^au^  is 
plumb.    The  craftsmen  have  performed  their  duty. 

Grand  Master:  This  corner  stone  has  been  tested  by  the  itiopcr 
implements  of  Masonry.  I  find  that  the  Craftsmen  have  nKi'II- 
fully  and  faithfull}-  pTTi'nrmed  their  dut}-.  and  I  do  dcclair  ihc 
stone  to  be  well  formed,  true  and  trusty,  and  correctl)  l.dd, 
according  to  the  rules  of  our  ancient  Craft. 

Let  the  elements  of  Consecration  now  be  presented. 

The  Deputy  Grand  .Master  came  forward  with  tlu-  vessel 
of  corn,  and  ,  scattering  it  on  the  stone,  said: 

I  scatter  this  corn  as  an  emblem  of  plenty.  Mav  tlu'  bless- 
ings of  bounteous  Heaven  be  showered  upon  us  and  upon  all 
like  patriotic  and  lyenevnlcnt  undertakings,  and  inspire  the  li.-.uts 
of  the  people  with  virtue-,  wisdom  and  gratitude. 

The  ^lasons  responded  :   So  mote  it  be. 

The  Senior  Grand  Warden  came  forward  with  the  vr^sd 
of  Wine  anrl  poH-red  it  upnn  the  stone  saying: 

I  pour  this  Wine  as  an  emblem  of  joy  and  gladness.  M;iv 
the  Great  Ruler  of  the  L'niverse  bless  and  prosper  our  naiional, 
state  and  city  governments,  preserve  the  Union  of  the  Sl;iirq, 
and  may  it  be  a  ])ond  of  Friendship'  and  P.rotherly  Lov<:  i));,t 
shall  endure  through  all  time. 

The  ]\[asons  responded:  So  mote  it  be. 

The  Junior  Grand  Warden  then  came  forward  with  a  v':.-.;;rl 
of  Oil,  which  he  poured  uj)(in  the  stone,,  saving: 

I  pour  this  (  )il  as  an  emblem  of  ])eace.  Mav  its  bles 
abide  with  us  C(;ntinually.  and  may  the  Grand  ^vTaster  of  ]i'  ::;ru 
and  earth  shelter  and  protect  the  widow  and  orj)]ian.  slii(:':  :,,,d 
defend  them  from  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  the  world.  ;,f,d 
'SO  bestow  his  mercy  upon  the  bereaved,  the  afflicted,  and  :])■-  .v.r- 
rowing  that  they  may  know  sorrow  and  trouble  no  more. 
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The  Masons  responded :  So  mote  it  be. 

The  Grand  :\laster,  standing  in  front  of  all  and  extending 
his  hands,  made  the  following  invocation  : 

May  the  all-bounteous  Author  of  Xature  -  bless  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  place  with  an  abundance  of  the  necessaries,  con- 
veniences and  comforts  of  life  ;  assist  in  the  erection  and  comple- 
tion of  this  building;  protect  the  workingmen  against  every  ac- 
cident; long  nreserve  the  structure  from  decay;  and  grant  to  us 
all  a  supply  of  the  corn  of  nourishment,  the  W  ine  of  refreshment, 
and  the  Oil  of  joy.  Amen. 

The  Masons  rcs])unded;  So  mote  it  be.    '      •  ■ 

The  Grand  Master  struck  the  stone  three  times  with  the  gavel 
and  the  public  L^ratid  honors  were  given. 

The  Grand  :\Iaster  then  delivered  over  to  the  Architect  the 
implements  of  architecture  and  said  :  • 

Worthv  Brother :  Having  thus,  as  Grand  ^Master  of  Masons, 
laid  the  foundation  stone  of  this  structure,  I  now  deliver  these 
implements  of  your  profession  into  your  hands,  intrusting  you  with 
the  superintendance  and  direction  of  the  work  having  full  con- 
fidence in  your  skill  and  capacity  to  conduct  the  same. 

Hon.  Coc  I.  Crai^ford,  governor  then  introduced  the  speaker 
of  the  day  in  the  folhzciiig  eloquent  address. 

This  is  indoCll  an  event  of  unsual  interest.  It  marks  the 
passing  of  a  new  commonwealth  from  the  end  of  its  second  de- 
cade to  a  higher,  wider  and  more  secure  place  among  the  vigor- 
ous and  growing  political  units  of  the  West.  In  a  larger  sense 
the  growth  of  a  state  is  like  the  growth  of  an  individual.  The 
first  straggling  and  struggling  settlements  of  pioneers  upon  the 
virgin  prairies  of  a  new  territory,  and  their  subsequent  expansion 
Into  cohesiveness  and  continuity,  the  establishment  of  a  territorial 
form  of  government  as  the  first  step  in  the  building  of  a  State, 
the  organization  of  the  little  republics  we  call  townships,  and 
school  districts,  and  counties,  the  creation  of  the  first  courts,  the 
organization  of  the  first  legislative  bodies,  the.  enactment  of  the 
first  code  of  laws,  the  opening  of  the  first  schools,  the  building  of 
the  first  churches,  and  the  election  of  the  first  officers,  may  be 
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likened  to  the  beginning  and  development  of  life  in  the  individual 
from  birth  to  voung  manhood.  So  our  noble  young  state  is  ap- 
proaching Its  majoritv.  Only  a  few  months  more  and  she  will 
be  twentv  vears  old.  She  is  leaving  the  crude  and  simple  torms 
of  her  first' vears  and  entering  into  a  more  complex  field  of  larger 
experience  and  infiuence  and  greater  responsibility,-the  inlluence 
and  responsibility  that  comes  with  maturity  and  power. 

As  the  period  of  infancy  and  '  childhood  passes   away,  as 
the  dugout  and  the  shantv  of  the  pioneer  are  torn  down -and  the 
comfortable  farm  house  takes  their  place;  as  the  handsome  new 
court  house,  and  school  house  and  church  cbme  in  the.e  days 
of  prosperity  to  replace  the  cruder  and  cheaper  buildhigs  that  pre- 
ceded them,'  so  a  new  and  splendid  edifice  is  to  be  erectd  here  as 
the  capitol    of  our  state.    We  are  thankful  today  for  the  magni- 
ficent grant  of  land   which  the  federal  government  donated  to 
South  Dakota  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  at  the 
capital  which  has  made  it  possible  to  build  a  splendid  structure 
here  without  cost  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  state.    I  am  indeed  glad 
to  have  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  the   people  of  Pierre 
whose  public  spirit  and  sacrifice  furnished  to  the  state  the  building 
we  have  been  using  for  a  capital  during  diese  twenty  years,  that 
they  are  soon  to  have  their  reward.    The  new  capitol  will  do  more 
than  comfortably  accomodate  the  officers  udio  are  to  labor  within 
its  walls  for  the  people  whom  they  will  serve.     It  wdU  stand 
throughout  the  coming  years  as  an  expression  of  beauty  and  art, 
and  as  the  people  come  and  go  and  linger  within  its  walls,  they 
will  see  in  it  an  expression  of  the  soul  of  the  state.    And  now, 
my  fellow  citizens.  I  wish  to  congratulate  you  further  upon  tl^e 
fact  that  it  is  our  splendid  g(Jod  fortune  to  have  with  u^  here 
today  as  the  speaker  who  will  deliver  the  address  we  are  met  to 
hear,  one  of  the  noblest  figures  in  all  the  history  of  the  Dakotas. 
A  man  who  lias  been  identified  with  that  history  for  more  than 
a  generation.    A  man  to  whose  great  heart  and  suul  and  brain, 
spent  without  stint  or  thought  of  selfishness  for  years  and  years, 
we  are  indebted  for  our  magnificent  endowment  of  school  lands, 
•  and  for  those  far  reaching  safeguards  and  c< institutional  limita- 
tions embedded  in  the  constitution  of  our  state,  by  which  it  will 
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always  and  forever  be  impossible  to  lose  one  dollar  of  the  great 
and  ahvays  growing  school  fund  so  lavishly  dowered  upon  this 
state  by  the  federal  government.  A  man  universally  loved  and  hon- 
ored because  he  has  given  his  life  to  the  very  highest  form  of 
public  service, — the  education  of  youth. 

I  introduce  to  you  the  Grand  Old  ]Man  of  South  Dakota,  Hon- 
orable W.  H.  H.  Beadle.  ^  *  ^ 

Ladies  and  gentlemen : — General  \V.  H.  H.  Beadle  of  Madison. 


THE  ORATION.  . 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Ge}itlemen,  Fellow  Citizens: 

The  impressive  services  and  the  solemn  ceremonial  that  attend 
the  laying  of  this  corner  stone  of  the  beautiful  Capitol  building  that 
rises  here,  the  presence  of  the  distinguished  officers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  South  Dakota  and  its  people,  -mark  an 
occasion  of  singular  dignity  and  importance  in  the  history  of  our 
commonwealth.  It  is  the  first  event  of  its  kind  in  the  annals  of  our 
state,  aiul  this  gives  it  a  signiticance  that  no  repetition  can  well 
approach,  however  great  the  consequence  the  state  may  attain. 
It  is  a  landmark  of  most  honorable  progress,  a  •  celebration  of 
success  splendidly  won,  and  a  high  pledge  for  the  res[jonsible  fu- 
ture that  awaits  us. 

After  an  ey-entful  period  of  territorial  dependence  and  train- 
ing, after  nineteen  years  of  full  membership,  in  the  federal  union, 
the  beautiful  ensign  of  which  floats  over  us  today,  we  have  now 
reached  the  maturity  of  manhood  in  developement,  and  liere  erect 
the  beautiful  ethtice  that  shall  stand  as  the  representative  of  the 
majesty  of  our  commonwealth  in  liberty,  in  law,  in  justice,  in 
equal  rights  and  popular  government  and  all  the  institutions  that 
adorn  the  American  btate,  founded  in  the  intelligent  will  of  a 
free  people.  The  people  of  the  whole  state.  with(nit  exception  of 
race,  party  or  creed,  turn  with  interest  and  delight  to  the  event 
of  this  h>^ur.  They  look  ])ack  with  pride  ui)on  the  worth}-  past, 
they  feel  the  joy  of  civil  advancement  and  material  prosperity 
in  the  .present,  and  catch  a  still  higher  inspiration  f(;r  tlie  full 
promise  of  the  future.     It  is  well  that  we  today  render  thanks 
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to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  who  has  shown  us  this 
delightsome  land  and  gives  us  each  hope  for  the  achivement  of  the 
future  while  "Under  God  the  People  rule." 

The  general  scene  aljout  us  is  filled  with  reminiscence  and 
suggestion.    It  is  the  central  point,  the  earliest  occupied  by  white 
m^'^for  trade  and  conference  with  the  native  races  that. held  all 
the  region  northwest,  from  the  ^^lississippi.    All  present  who  are 
of  full  middle  age  remember  when,  after  years  of  territorial  life, 
the  religion  about  us  was  all  Indian  land.  At  this  point  on  the  river, 
Lewis  and  Clark,  the  Astor  expedition.  ?.Ianuel  Lisa,  the  Chouteau:>, 
General  Clark.  Fremont  and  XicoUet  and  many  others  met  and 
traded  or  made  terms  with  the  Indians.    Your  speaker  was  upon 
the  site  of  Pierre  thirty-one  years  ago  when  it  was  Napoleon's 
ranch;  the  home  of  the  French  half  blood.    Early  in  the  spring 
of  1862  the  first  hostile  act  of  the  Sioux  in  the  war  of  the  out- 
break was  committed  at  this  point  against  a  steamboat  that  brought 
goods  and 'federal  agents  for  their  welfare. 

From  the  first  settlement  in  .Vmorica  until  this  year  there 
had  been  a  constant  borderland  of  danger  and  daring  for  the  whites, 
and  thev  have  steadily  pushed  it  westward  till  it  is  now  disap- 
pearing in  Western  South  Dakota.    This  frontier  continually  re- 
moved, reappearing  and  again  overcome  is  one  of  the  remarkable 
features  of  our  history  and  its  trials  have  developed  our  character 
and  broadened  our  sympathy  and  our  democracy.     The  gleam 
of  gold  drew^theiiardy  adventures  to  the  enchanted  hills  on  our 
western  limits  and  stimulated  the  conquest  by  the  industry  of  our 
race  of  every  })art  beyond  the  great  river  that  flows  by.  Where 
all  this  wilderness  was,  we  now  see  the  highway  of  commerce 
spanning  the  :Missouri  with  its  great  steel  bridge,  and  its  trains 
carrying  the  increasing  numbers  and  trade  of  our  people. 

But  scenic  change,  reminiscence  and  sentiment,  however 
strongly  they  press  upon  our  attention,  can  not  adequately  reflect 
the  importance  of  this  occasion,  which  is  but  one  point  in  the 
progress  bf  the  world  that  has  made  possible  the  founding  of  this 
great  free  state  in  the  middle  of  the  Missouri  valley.  The  on- 
ward sweep  of  the  ages,  like  the  strides  of  Homer's  gods  througdi 
space,  moved  from  point  to  point,  and  Providence,  working  in 
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history  left  a  great  freedom  loving;  race  of  Teutonic  people  oc- 
cupying North  western  Europe. 

To  branches  of  this  people  was  left  .the  happy  fortune  of 
developing  and  bringing  to  our  shores  nearly  every  element  that 
makes  admirable  our  civilization  and  our  government.  Later  the 
most  numerous  representatives  of  the  Celtic  family  followed  in  great 
numbers  and  brightened  our  mental  and  social  life  by  wit  and  elo- 
quence, and  led  the  way  along  our  earlier  border.  Without  them 
we  would  not  have  had.  Daniel  Webster,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss  and 
many  others  of  our  brillant  orators.  Later  still  another  branch 
of  the  Teutonic  race,  the  Scandinavians,  largely  helped  to  people 
the  Northwest  and  give  character  and  sturdy  enterprise  to  our 
state. 

The  Teutons  inherited  from  the  past  the  art,  the  learning,  and 
the  philosophy  and  culture  of  Greece;  the  great  gift  of  Rome 
in  law  and  central  government,  the  religion  of  Palestine.  Adding 
all  these,  they  "developed  undiminished  their  own  personal  liberty, 
their  sense  of  individual  independence,  their  local  self  government, 
in  high  honor  in  which  held  woman  and  the  purity  and  scacred- 
ness  of  their  domestic  relations. 

In  England  all  these  elements  best  united  and  in  time  built 
up  and  limited  the  powers  of  the  central  government,  established 
more  fully  local  government,  and,  to  a  higher  degree  than  else- 
where in  the  world,  personal  rights  and  political  liberty  with 
religious  freedom.  Under  their  protection  as  an  island  she  was 
saved  from  the  evils  of  the  continental  states.  When  the  revolu- 
tion was  completed  in  1689  her  dominant  passion  became  that 
of  liberty,  and  a  writer  says,  "England  was  free;  indeed  she  was 
the  onlv  free  nation  in  the  world."'  At  the  beginning  of  this  final 
advance  bv  England.  America  had  been  discovered  and  la;  nn- 
taken  until  this  most  propitious  moment  when  every  great  issue 
was  raised.  Then  is  several  Chartered  Colonies  the  whole  body 
of  her  people's  high  desires,  of  her  ^laga  Charta,  and,  later 
of  revolution,,  was  transplanted  to  America;  from  an  island  to 
a  great  continent,  where  all  that  was  best  was  empha.-,ized  and 
strengthened.  The  ideas  rapidly  advanced  an<l  fuuran  their  de- 
velopment at  hume.    Finally  the  United  States  became  the  leader 
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for  all  the  world  in  free  representative  government  and  the  high- 
est aspirations  of  the  race. 

The  states  of  the  American  union  began  in  these  colonies. 
In  Virgina  the  first  free  legislative  assembly  oi  the  world -was 
chgsen.  For  :^lassachusetts  the  first  formal  constitution  was  made 
in  the  cabin  of  the  Mayflower,  a  social  campact.  All  Xew  Eng- 
land developed  local  self  government.  The  legislatures  of  the 
colonies  secured  their  reforms  by  including  them  in  the  acts  grant  - 
ing the  salaries  of  the  governors,  and  in  petition,  remonstrance  and 
law.  A  wonderful  training  was  thus  given  to  the  men  who  later 
signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  framed  the  federal 
constitution. 

Fortunate  it  was  for  us  and  all  the  west  and  northwest  that 
a  body  of  ^lassachusetts  veterans  of  the  revolution  organized  to 
settle  in  the  region  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  planned  to 
purchase  from  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  more  than  a 
million  acres  of  land,  if  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  nevr 
country  were  made  satisfactory.  After  prelimiary  resolutions  by 
Thomas  Jefferson  setting  forth  the  wise  principles  by  which  the 
territory  should  be  treated  and  made  permanent  members  of  the 
federal  union,  the  congress  of  the  Confederation,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Manasseh  Cutler,  passed,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the 
states*  represented,  the  immortal  Ordinance  of  1787,  alike  famous 
for  the  Avisdom,  forethought  and  statesmanship  of  its  provisions 
and  the  great  results  that  flowed  from  its  adoption. 

Its  purpose  was  not  temporary;  its  principles  were  for  al 
time  and  all  circumstances.  It  was  the  greatest  charter  of  free 
government  ever  granted  to  any  people.  This  has  been  sub 
stantially  the  model  for  all  subsequent  territorial  government  ex 
cept  in  the  matter  of  slavery,  and  its  provisions  have  been  specific 
ally  applied  to  subsequent  territories,  including  Dakota. 

Six  of  its  great  provisions  were  made  ''Articles  of  compaci 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  and  the  states"  and 
some  x)f  them  are  now  compacts  between  S<nith  Dakota  and  the 
Nation.  After  the  lapse  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  quarter  every 
feature,  seems  wise  and  we  could  desire  none  omitted  or  changed. 
The  first  provided  for  the  freedom  of  worship ;'  the  second  was 
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a  con.pre.onslve  biU  of  rights;  tUe  tUin,  ^^^^ ;-jZ^ 

its  o.n  .0..;  ••Religion.  7;':^>,^;; :::r;ti,%choois 

sary  to  good  governmcit  and  the  happ.ne^.  _ 
and'  the^ean.  of  education  .haU  he  -o-^^^    -  ^^^  ^.M 

declared  that  the  states  to  he  forn  cd     on   ^ ^  .-^^^ 
remain  permanently  in  the  nation  ^'^  ^^'^l^^  ^     ^he  sixtlt  • 
fifth  f^xed  the  nnmher  of  sta.s  -  -  ^  ^  ,  ,  „,,,er 

also  should  be  given  m  u>  o.n  ^t,,^,. 
slaverv  nor  involuntary   servitude   m  ''/^  „artv  ^nal! 

.vise  ihan  in  the  puni.hmaU  of  cnme  w.iere  f    h    pa.  -a 
have  been  dulv  ccnvicte.1.    Fellow  ctti^ns        ^  ^  >      ^  "^^^^^ 

-rnrs:at;;rr^:ci;.^ 

most  honorable  part  in  saving  the  ^atlO,l. 

Thomas  Tefferscn  is  given  the  chiet  credit  lor  thi=  tarn 
document,  and  a  great  writer  has  <leelared  that  "I-r         it  ...  ^ 

■:Ltesa.claimt:>  ^^--^f^y^-^^Z:^^^^^ 

The  first  ccngrcs.'  under  the  um^atuti.n  rtsauei 

*r;i,:;:vi::;;:;r:;;:;:r;: 

government  gave  more  aul  an  l  lc>s  tlmiki 
.  vanced.- 
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This  was  according-  to  the  democratic  growth  of  the  nation. 
VVhen^  our  long  border  Hue  of  occupation  passed  over  the 
leghanies  and  extended  into  the  ^^ississippi  ^-alley  the  new  states 
became  more  democratic  in  poHcy  and  goverBment  than  the  old, 
and  the  nation  changed  in  this  respect.  This  affected  favorably 
the  territories  farther  on.  Western  presidents  better  understood 
the  new  western  communities.  It  was  the  question  of  slavery 
that  varied  tlie  issues  arising  in  territorial  admin istraton.  The 
greatest  change  otherwise  felt  in  territories  was  from  new  ad- 
ministrations at  \\'ashingtcn.  whether  in  the  same  party  or  to  an- 
other. "To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils"  was  a  rule  applied 
for  half  a  century  cnl\-  a  little  less  fully  in  the  foruK-r  than  in  the 
latter  case.  Whether  there  were  capal)le  and  worthy  men  in  the 
territory,  as  no  doubt  there  were,  in  most  cases  from  the  first, 
the,  territories  chose  no  members  of  the  electoral  college.  It  there- 
fore happened  that  strangers,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  territories, 
their  people  and  their  needs  were  appointed  to  the  highest  positions. 
Executives  and  judges  familiar  with  the  people  and  the  laws  were 
removed  to  make  room  for  new  political  favorites.  Take  such 
distinguished  men  as  W^illiam  Henry  Harrison,  of  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  General  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan^  Territory ;  men  who 
had  fought  together  to  win  the  Northwest  from  British  and 
Indians,  and  compare  them  with  some  predecessors  and  successors. 
John  H.  Mason,  of  Virgina,  wholly  without  knowldge  of  the 
country  and  people,  was  made  Secretary  of  ^Michigan.  Leaving 
the  territory  upon  private  business,  he  secured,  upon  his  own 
request  as  a  political  favor,  the  naming  as  his  successor,  his  son 
who  had  not  readied  his  majoritv. 

When  the  successor  to  General  Cass  as  governor  was  not  for 
some  time  appointed,  this  boy  secretary  also  played  as  boy  governor. 
In  the  case  of  L'tah,  llrigham  Young  was  territorial  governor. 
President  Buchanan  in  1857  appointed  a  successor  and  Young  re- 
^fused  to  give  up  the  ofiicc  and  called  out  the  militia  to  support 
him.  A  strong  force  of  federal  troo[)s  was  sent  and  compelled 
obedience.  'They  were  forbidden  to  enter  the  territory  and  their 
sun[)ly  train.^  were  ljurned.  CaHfnrnia  became  a  state  without 
territorial  life.    Such  are  l)ut  a  few  of  the  striking  events  in  terri- 
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torial  government,  not  mentioning  those  in  Kansas  and  elsewhere 
due  to  the  slaverv  issu^. 

Compared  with  manv,  Dakota  Territory  was  fortunate  m  the 
main,  and,  with  rare  exceptions,  the  executive  and  judicial  officers 
appointed  to  it  hv  the  presidents  were  men  of  character  and  ability. 
Such  an  experienced  executive  as  William  A.  Howard  would  have 
been  a  credit  to  anv  state  in  the  union.    Our  second  governor,  the 
late  XeNvton  Edmunds,,  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  from 
among  our  citizens,  in  a  most  trying  time  and  his  services  torm  an 
honored  chapter  in  our  early  history,  and  he  lived  long  a  revered 
and  respected  citizen.    Hon.  J.  P.  Kidder  was  an  early  settler, 
later  a  judge  and  delegate.    Hon.  George  H.  Hand,. a  soldier  ot 
the  Union,  was  an  early  settler  and  was  appointed  to  several  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  served  eight  years  as  secretary  and  was  for 
some  time  acting  governor.    In  all  his  life  and  duties  he  is  held 
in  high  honor  bv  our  people.     Later  the  choice  fell  upon  our 
citizens  more  frequently  and  the-  late  Hon.  G.   C.  ^^loody,  and 
after  him  our  distinguished  citizen.  Hon.  Bartlett  Tripp,  redectea 
great   credit  upon   our   territorial    judiciary.     Several   of  those 
appointed  from  the  outside  were  promoted  by  our  suffrage  to 
high  position;  such  as  Hon.  S.  L.  Spink,  and  Hon.  Granville  G. 
Bennett.    Hon.  A.  C.  Mellette,  an  appointee  to  a  less  important 
office,  was  made  territorial  governor  and  immediately  chosen  by 
the  new  state  as  its  first  governor. 

So  it  mav  be  repeated  that  not  only  did  all  territorial  gov- 
ernment improve  as  the  nation  grew  older,  but  our  own  advanced 
generally  in  honor  and  efficiency  toward  statehood,  as  our  people 
Tncreased  greatly  in  numbers  and  admirably  in  talent,  high  aim, 
and  devoted  purix>^e  toward  the  same  end. 

It  happened  that  I  was  there  when  Deadwood  was  destroyed 
by  the  hre  of  September  27,  1879,  and  saw  all  that  fearful  night 
and  the  sweeping  ruin.  Just  after  that  and  while  embers  were 
still  glowing  in  the  ))asemenls  and  the  whole  site  was  piled  with 
ashes.  I  saw  the  pe<^ple  of  Deadwood  assemble  in  a  great 
town  meeting.  The  titles  to  real  estate  were  imperfect.  The  fire 
had  <U'stroyal  all  pubhc  recnrds.  The  t.nvn  had  been  1)uilt  upon 
placer  land.'     Some  mining  right  might  assert  it  priority.  Hut 
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,      1  «f  thr  citv  there  unanimously  resolved 
the  assembled  manhood  of  the  citj  „Hvileo-e  and  ri-ht 

of  occupancy  ex.stmg  «hen  the  hre  De  ^ 

and  held  and  defended  mviolate  as  ^•^f"-;  J^^^;  ;^  ^^^.,  ,,eir 

cUizen  and  the  most  abandoned  man  or  .voma^  =  -Ul  1.^^^^ 

rights.    That  was  made  good.    1        I  o      J  ^^^^.^^^^  ,^„, 

there,  where  the  two  gulche    ,on  ed     to  d  P 

marks,  a  church  and  the  school  '    ^        ^  ,,,3,,,, 

fire.  I  cannot  express  the  ^  f law 
kindled  as  I  -.vitnessed  this  grea  act  of  self  o  _ 
n^aking  and  these  symbols  of  the  fu  ur  .  ^ ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

-yof  Dakota  its  .n^e  ^  ,,,,  .  .he 

sent  there  or  requued.  and  1  ^ "  '^'^ '^'^    ,  .  ,  ,„d 

presence  of  so  many  representatives  ot    the  Hi.b  P 

'"Vli'  i^^  'n  -en  reached.    There  has  not  been^  m 

territcrial  liir.uati.n..  naa  iut-lU^^-ait  and  tree 

people  working  on.  th    bas  s  ^^^^^^^^^^^  .  ^  ^^^^ 

:     rui  e     L  the  highest  line  of  political  and 
itur ^be       venticn  of  Canton,  June         188.  was 
moral  purpose.     me  ,-.^n„,,.,,.,  ,,v  a  great  delegate  con- 

the  worthy  begnnm^  ^o.i^i^ed  the  character 

vention  at  Huron,    nne         t8S     whi  .  ^. 
-    and  leadership  of  all  the  proposed  ,  ate.    b>  . 

convention  a      .n.tit  u..  ^^^^  constitution  was 

ciinnv  Vd\U    September  4,   i^-^-  ^  _ 

f  ,  1  /  the  congre...,  denie.l  the  claims  tor  statehood.  Ihe 
framed. Uu    he       .  ,„th:.riml  a  constitutional  con- 

-  '    ^^^^'""7         ;:i:  D    .       whLh-  met  at  Sioux  Falls  on  Sep- 

„     fruuied  the  con.-titution  substantially  as  it 
•  V     ^Rl     atehoo,!  was  dclaved  four  year,  m,.re.  Cut 

r.S:  :oud;e;;half  wa.  now  aroused  and  without  re.pect  to 
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party  or  creed  struggled  for  the  desired  goal.  North  Dakota 
soon  fully  consented  and  desired  statehood  for  itself.  It  enjoyed 
the  benefits  of  cur  work  and  adopted  or  advanced  the  best  ele- 
ments of  cur  constitution.  Finally  by  the  enabling  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1SS9,  statehood  was  authorized  for  both.  Cur  convention 
began  its  session  July  4,  1889.  The  constitution  of  1885  had  been 
again  adopted  at  tl:e  May  election  and  the  convention  had  little 
to  do  except  to  name  the  state  South  Dakota,  arrange  for  the 
division  of  the  property  and  accept  certain  requirements  made  by 
congress.  •  ' -:'     '  ~ ,      ■  '  ■  ■ 

Accordingly  on  xhv.  sec  :nd  d.iy  of  Xovcmlx-r.  1889.  President 
Benjamin  Harrison  announced  the  admission  of  South  Dakota 
to  the  federal  union  upon  an  eciual  footing  with  the  other  states. 

The  same  day  all  of  its  civil  machinery  was  set  in.  motion. 
The  people  had  become  attached  U)  the  constitution.  It  provided 
a  just,  economical  and  good  government.  So  loyally  did  the  people, 
adhere  to  it  that  it  was  difficult  to  persuade  them  to  make  needed 
amendments.  It  was  simpl'e,  free  and  a  protection  to  all  rights.  - 
The  article  upon  educati;;n  and  schoM  lands  became  and  has 
continued  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  provisions  of  the  instru- 
ment. So  strongly  did  we  urge  that  upon  i:ongress  that  it  required 
like  provisions  as  a  compact  in  the  constitutions  of  other  states,  and 
North  Dakota,  Montana,  Idaho,  \\'ashington.  Wyoming  and  Okla- 
homa, enjov  this  protection  because  South  Dakota  voters  stood 
loyally  and  with  persistent  self-denial  f()r  this  measure  the  most 
extraordinary  change  from  previous  ])ractices  by  new  states  in  the 
history  of  our  country. 

The  statehixjil  was  attained  through  merit.  Our  people  by 
their  enter[)rise.  in.dusrry,  high  ch.aracter.  g(jod  laws  and  govern- 
ment, under  territorial  limitatiiius  had  convinced  the  nation  that 
they  deserved  well  at  its  hands.  From  the  early  days  they  had 
met  splendidly  every  trial.  They  had  formed  provisional  govern- 
mient  till  appointed  officers  came  to  their  duties,  and  most  gal- 
lantly defended  their  homes  and  settlements  from  hostile  Indians. 
For  some  time  most  of  the  men  were  under  arms,  and  for  periods 
nearly  all. 

From  the  first  good  laws  had  been  enacted.    The  legislation 
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was  creditable  as  were  the  men  who  did  it,  and  after  1877  we  had 
a  body  of  laws,  the  codes  for  that  year,  better  than  any  territory 
ever  had  The  laws  were  enforced,  peace  and  good  order  pre- 
vailed, and  all  the  institutions  of  a  free  American  people  were 
planted  and  developed.  Churches  rose  in  town  and  country;  school 
houses  were  the  most  common  landmarks  in  the  settlements,  and  . 
education  was  the  highest  pride  of  the  population.  It  was  such 
a  people  that  made  the  state.  All  the  conventions  were  composed 
of  able  and  most  worthy  and  capable  representatives  ot  such  tree, 
intelligent  and  enterprising  inhabitants. 

This  audience  coming  upon  railroads  connecting  every  part 
of  the  state,  with  cities,  villages  and  towns  on  every  hand,  and 
wealth  and  abundance  throughout,  with  all  the  advance  m  science, 
inventions  the  arts,  education,  commerce,  travel,  social  develo^vment 
and  comfort  and  the  rightful  pleasures  that  all  now  enjoy,  can 
>  hardly  place  itself  in  the  position  of  the  men  and  women  ot  the 
territorial  davs-.     We  cannot  think  or  experience  as  the  people 
-  then  did,  or  appreciate  their  struggles,  tlieir  trials,  their  hardships. 
Yet  those  faithful  people  made  all  this  possible,  tested  soil  and 
climate  and  developed  the  resources  ;  founded  all  the  institutions 
and  made  the  organized  state.    In  their  poverty  they  unselfishly 
saved  the  school  lands  to  you  and  tlie  future. 

As  the  bov  looks  toward  manhood,  as  he  tests  his  increasing 
powers  and  feels  increasing  responsibility,  so  the  territory  always 
looked  toward  statehood.  The  people  were  steadily  feeling  their 
way  toward  a  more  definite  future.  They  were  forming  ideals  of 
the  state  that  was  to  be.  The  people  of  those  days  were  self- 
respecting  citizens,  intelligent,  accustt.mcd  to  governing  them- 
selves, accustomed  to  organizing  muvcmcms.  and  to  direct  events. 
Two-thirds  of  the  work  that  is  now  the  honor  and  pride  of  the 
state  was  done  by  them.  They  laid  the  foundation>  of  civil  institu- 
tions;  of  religious,  educational  and .  social  life.  A  common  high 
'purpose  arose  out  of  earlier  divisions  and  error. 

The  women  of  those  days  were  most  wordiy.  They  helped 
to  build  the  sod  house  and  worked  through  summer  and  winter 
to  make  and  keep  tlie  home.  Tb.eir  Imuscs  were  often  lonely  and 
far  from  neighbors  and  they  were  without  one  of  the  dearest 
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privileges  of  woman,  the  society  and  l,elp.ul  relations  of  .  n  - 

It  i?  not  singular  that  in  some  of  the  mountam  state,  w  ere  . 

one.  share  even  more  trials  and  dangers  with  tlte  men,  they 
were  given  the  suffrage  as  a  deserved  franchise.    1  he  surv.vo 
of  those  pioneers  are  worthy  of  more  honor  and  pra>se  than  they 

have  received.  _  . 

To  them  and  their  associates,  now  passed  over  the  great 
divide,  it  was  given  to  develop  the  sturdy  qualities  of  Atnencan 
manhood  and  womanhood  and  upon  this  new  sod  o  --'^  - 
tions,  laws  and  ntaterial  developn.ent.  that  are  endurn,g  evidences 
of  their  worth.    With  the  many  thousands  that  contmuaily  jomed 
them;  bv  patriotic  sentiment  and  faithful  toil,  they  left  a  record 
to  be  emttlated,  and  made  the  state  of  South  Dakota  that  wdl 
preserve  perpetually  the  principles  upon  which  our  8°™™  - 
founded    Their  effort  and  devotion  has  couturued  to  hold  the  state 
to  a  course  of  high  integrity  and  moral  duty.    I  pity  those  wdjo 
were  capable  who  did  not  participate  in  that  great  work.  OnU 
the  short  sighted  politician  will  forget  that  old  and  strenuous  senti- 
ment or  go  contrary  to  its  principles. 

From  this  view  many  events  ht  our  history  tmght  be  explamed 
People  that  participated  in  a  great  j>olitical  movement,  or  act  of 
high  merit,  become  more  attached  to  its  principles  as  .t  endures, 
and  it  intlucnces  all  their  course.  . 

The  state  which  they  made  politically,  morally  and  matenall 
stands  todav  a  glorious  credit  to  their  worth  and  labor.    In  all 
tT,  istorv  therels  nothing  seriously  to  regret.    Its  future  ts  fil  e 
with  high  promise.    From  the  i^rst  it  received  a  population  of  high 
nrerit     Side  bv  side  came  the  native  .American,  the  Scand.navtan 
the  Irshman.  the  German,  the  Dutchman,  and  other  elements,  each 

the  best  of  its  kind.  ,  •  i 

\U  have  become  American  in  spirit  in  loyalty,  and  m  honor- 
able usefulness.    United  they  go  forward  in  developmg  our  wealth 
anc     upporting  our  free  institutions.     This  gratitytn,g  progre 
Za  harmonious  development  will  continue  -°  ,  ^ 

invite  the  most  desirable  additions  to  our  state.  W  ealth  w  be 
produced  and  attracted  as  it  has  been,  and  the  "--f;-  W 
tions  of  our  fields,  our  mures,  and  our  shops  wdl  more  rap.dlv 


increase. 
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In  tke  early  days  the  federal  government  was  very  important 
to   us.     Now    the    state    is    ahsorhing    interest.     We    are  still 
a   joyal    and    a    glad    part    of    the     sovereign    nation,  but 
constantly   the   state   becomes   more   and   more   to   us    and  its 
importance  cannot  be  overestimated.    It  h.as  all  those  vast  powers 
not  delegated  to  die  nation  or  forbidden  to  the  state  by  tlie  con- 
stitution or  reserved  to  the  people.    How  vital  are  the.e  interests 
and   issues.     President   Garfield   said:     '-The   state  government 
touches  the  citizen  and  his  interests  twenty  times  where  the  na- 
tional government  touches  him  once.    For  the  peace  of  our  streets 
and  ihl  health  of  nur  cities;  l^r  the  administration  uf  justice  in 
nearly  all  that  relates  to  the  security  of  persons  and  property,  and 
the  punishment  of  crime;  for  the  education  of  our  children  and 
the  care  of  the  unfortunate  and  dependent  citizen;  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  much  the  larger  portion  of  our  direct  taxes, 
and  for  the  proper  expenditure  of  the  same  ;  for  all  this,  and  much 
more,  we  depend  upon  the  honesty  and  wisdom  of  our  state  legis- 
■  lature  and  nut  upon  the  congress  at  Washington.''    Nearly  all  the 
great  reforms  that  we  praise  in  England  have  been,  or  are,  the 
proper  objects  of  our  state.     There  is  no  service  in  the  world 
more  lionorable  tlian  that  for  uur  state.'    Vast  beyond  reckonmg 
are  the  human  interest  that  center  here,  social,  political,  economic, 
educational,  industrial,  moral.     So  rapidly  do  they  develop  and 
increase  that  account  cannot  be  made  of  them. 

The  stream  of  human  life  Hows  c;n,  varies  and  broadens  and 
the  state,  by  its  policy  and  la\NS  is  the  great  common  exchange 
and  aoencv  that  inlluences  all.  protects  all.  There  is  no  room 
for  cheap  politics  m  such  a  t^eid.  There  is  need  for  highest  in- 
telligence in  the  people  and  their  chosen  leaders,  if  freedom  is  to 
be  preserved,  if  religious  liberty  is  to  remain  secure,  if  the.  right 
education  of  all  is  to  be  pr.^moted,  if  general  prosperity  is  to  be 
continued  and  fairly  shared  by  all.  if  the  bane  of  reckless  sociahsm 
is  to  be  kept  out.  and  civil  liberty  and  political  rights  forever 
guaranteed'. 

The  state  in  it>  present  form  was  a -growth  originating  in  the 
principles  of  English  institutions  planted  in  the  several  colonies 
and  in  the  race  instinct  for  local  self  government.    The  nation  and 
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State  have  -Jiad  continuous  development  and  advancement  ever 
since  and  nuist  forever  have.  The  famous  ordinance  of  1787  and 
our  principles  of  liberty  and  free  government  cannot  otherwise 
have  their  full  fruition.  General  Cass  in  a  message  to  the  legis- 
lature of  Michigan  Territory  reiterated  and  amplified  the  doctrine 
that  political  institutions  whose  foundations  rest  upon  public 
opinion  can  never  be  secure  unless  all  the  people  are  educated. 
Public  opinion  to  be  safe  must  be  enlightened. 

The  advance  of  every  free  state  depends  upon  the  broad 
intelligence  of  its  citizens.  Because  we  are  a  state,  republican  in 
form,  education  of  all  the  people  becomes  the  highest  duty  of  the 
state.  Nothing  can  be  so  important  except  the  struggle  for  the 
very  existence  of  the  republic.  The  genius  of  the  poorest  must 
have  equal  chance  with  the  opportunity  of  the  rich.  The  true 
state  will  not  disregard  the  welfare  of  the  humblest  orphan.  Our 
resources  of  farm,  orchard,  and  mine,  our  soils  and  our  water 
supply,  our  recks,  our  clays  must  be  scientifically  studied  and 
mastered;  cur  livestock,  our  entire  productive  possibilities  require 
a  scientitically  trained  and  educated  people.  As  our  population 
doubles  and  crowds  our  area,  this  need  increases.  This  training 
should  be  masterly  and  broad  and  prepares  as  fully  also  for  all  civic 
and  social  duties.  Not  for  wage  earning  alone,  nor  for  money 
making  alone,  must  we  educate.  All  skill,  all  technical  training, 
all  science,  all  the  industries,  can  not  together,  but  unaided,  save 
and  develop  all  that  human  society  and  government  have  in  charge 
for  our  permanent  welfare.  Technology  is  required  for  the 
world's  progress  but  it  is  not  all  the  story  of  man's  advancement. 

There  is  another  outlook  on  the  knowledge  of  the  world's 
history.    Immeasurable  has  been  the  cost  of  the  social  and  political 

.   institutions  that  make  this  nation  and  this  state  possible. 

The  institutions  are  the  organization  in  which  the  industries 
live,  the  home  protection  that  makes  them  all  possible.  Welfare 
lies  not  in  gain  alone.  Giant  industries  have  become  the  master 
trusts,  and  skill  and  technology  are  made  their  hired  servants. 

-  These  are  so  bound  by  their  wages  that  they  do  not  understand, 
often,  the  nature  of  the  great  social  problems  that  the  armies  of 
labor    and    human    society    present    today.     The    mastery  of 
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history,  government,  literature,  philosophy;  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  ^  world  and  its  mutual  and  conflicting  .uteres  s, 
of  the  origin  and  nature  of  human  society  and  "the  grand  results 
of  time"  must  be  the  possession  of  those  who  are  to  lead  us  m 
the  profound  questions  bound  up  in  the  state  and  nafonal  and 
international  interests. 

Constitutions,  wise  laws,  and  comprehensive  polices  do  not 
come  from  civic  and  social  ignorance.  When  our  great  barns 
have  been  builded  and  are  full  we  cannot  therefore  take  our 

ease  and  be  secure. 

The  une.M)ectcd  news  from  the  remotest  part  ot  the  world 
or  th.  labor  strikes  of  our  own  country  may  make  us  poor  m 
an  hour.  We  live  in  a  world,  in  a  nation,  as  well  as  m  a  state^ 
We  are  neighbors  of  Russia,  of  China,  of  England,  ol  South 
America.  There  are  world  problems  that  we  cannot  escape.  Our 
factories  our  farms,  our  shops  are  but  a  part  of  the  whole  The 
verv  prbspcritv  that  we  boast,  while  a  blessing,  is  a  danger. 
Beecher  sai.l ;  '  -We  must  educate,  we  must  educate  or  pensh  by 

our  prosperity." 

The  corruption  of  concentrated  wealth  supplies  the  political 
issues  of  the  dav.    Therefore  there  is  tlie  highest  need  of  that 
thorough  education  that  shall  develop  the  character  and  fit  our 
people'for  the  most  faithful  service  in  the  common  interest  ot  ali. 
I  rejoice,  but  tremble  when  I  see  what  is  called  predatory  wealth 
endow  o-reat  institutions  that  shall  train  our  young  people,  pernaps 
to  applaud  and  to  serve  it.    The  great,  final,  single  comprehensive 
aim  of  education  and  of  the  highest  education  is  the  equipment 
of  men  for  moral  leadership.    I  believe  that  all  this  should  be 
done  inside  the  state,  that  all  scholars,  ail  teachers  and  all  trained 
citizens  should  be  made  by  institutions  within  our  state.  Within 
our  borders,  under  our  laws  and  institutions,  under  the  discipline 
of  our  own  conditions  and  inspired  by  our  state  pride,  all  this 
can  best  be  done.    .Ml  the  elements  of  ,and  inspiration  lor  it, 
should -be  thoroughlv  given  in  our  common  schools,  from  oiir 
-    libraries  and  at  our  firesides.    Though  I  know '  few  of  them  we  1, 
I  .would  burn  half  the  books  in  several  public  libraries  that  i  do 
know  to  tiie  end  that  the  better  ones  might  be  read. 
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The  state  needs  men  and  women  of  trained  minds  for  all  the 
problems" of  life;  not  for  one  narrow  pha^e  alone;  men  and  women 
whose  judgment  has  been  so  developed  that  they  can  be  free,  can 
form  opinions  and  act  with  prudence,  serve  their  fellows  as  well  as 
themselves.  Out  of  this  will  come  sound  altruism,  not  selfish- 
ness alone.  We  need  a  broader  outlook  that  can  see  the  elements 
of  social  and  i)r>litical  problems,  draw  just  conclusions  and  act 
wisely.  W'e  want  scholars  as  well  as  scientists,  need  that  our 
scientists  may  also  be  scholars  and  our  scholars  scientists,  that 
we  may  know  the  political,  social  and  moral  state  as  well  as  the 
economical  and  in<iu>Lrial  stcite.  \\"c  need  all  the  truth,  not  part 
only. 

If  the  commun  and  high  school  pupils  shall  elect  for  special 
gainful  employment,  so  should  ever}'one  elect  for  worthy  and  in- 
telligent citizensliip.  be  open-minded,  capable  to  understand,  to 
labor  and  to  serve  the  commou  welfare,  to  promote  the  highest 
goodj  make  our  religiou  practical  and  hold  higher  ideals  for  state, 
nation  and  all  society. 

W'e  are  a  democracy.  Demccrac}'  increases  in  the  whole 
'world.  It  is  a  constant  advance.  If  it  l)e  not  intelligent  it  makes 
grave  mistakes.  It  is  insistent,  clamotons,  but  victorious  in  the 
right  if  intelligent.  Wdien  ignorant  and  under  absolutism  it  rushes 
blindly  into  blood\'  revolution.  In  the  more  enlightened  nations, 
as  in  Hngland  and  America,  it  moves  sieadily  forward  in  splen- 
did, consorvaLi\e  advancement  and  blesses  the  state  and  the  world. 

W'e  have  no  ])re.>ent  great  race  quesrion  in  the  state,  but  we 
shall  have  many  Indian  citizens.  There  is  now  no  dangerous  per- 
centage of  illiterate>,  but  if  neglect  brings  that  dehciency  we  shall 
have  another  issue.  Alreadv  in.  the  south  and  in  a  few  northern 
states  there  is  disfranchisement  of  many. 

These  are  tlie  privileges  and  perils  of  the  democracy.  Public 
opinion  is  the  keynote,  the  inspiration  of  public  life.  Intelligence 
^is  the  one  great  dominating  ideal  of  free  government.  'J'he  schools 
of  all  grades,  a  free  press,  free  public  discussion,  free  and  capable 
organization,  will  give  tlie  universal  and  hvo'dd  enlightenn.ient.  the 
righteous  judgment  that  shall  save  and  perpetuate  all  that  make 
our  state  and  nation  dear  to  us,  that  will  protect  labor,  overcome 
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class  danger,  and  open  larger  opportunity  for  all.  May  our 
splendid  and  loved  state  strive  more  perfectly  and  always  to  have 
every  citizen  fitted  for  the  best  service  of  our  common  welfare 
and  ^reat  destiny.  , 

If  in  our  haste,  our  fury  to  be  rich  and  mighty,  we  outrun  the 
moral  and  educational  institutions,  they  will  never  overtake  us. 
Thev  must  be  kept  faithfully  and  kept  all  the  time.    The  tuture 
of  South  Dakota  is  in  its  own  hands.     Never  again  shall  we 
cover  all  these  plains  with  a  fit  people  from  a  new  immigration. 
The  material  for  the  future  shall  come  from  the  homes  already 
here    The  older  oetieration  passes.    With  the  laying  of  this  corner 
stone  we  introduce  a  new  age.    The  test  is  upon  us.    We  must 
make  good.    We  must  make  the  new  race  better  than  the  good 
one  that  other  lands  and  older  commonwealths  gave  us.    It  must 
be  prepared  for  enlarged  duties  and  responsibilities.    The  narrow 
range  of  human  life  is  passed.    The  vision  of  the  future  is  big 
with  problems  and  all  that  concerns  the  development  of  a  greater 
civilization. 

Not  in  great  cities  and  wealth  is  true  safety.  They  are  the 
sources  of  gmft  and  corruption  that  afflict  us.  Here  and  in  all 
this  broad  west  must  the  capable  race' of  womanly  women  and 
manlv  men  be  maintained;  the  citizenship  of  ability,  integrity, 
virtue.  W^e  stand  ahead  of  every  other  state  in  the  union  in  the 
vast  endowment  made  for  education  of  all  kinds.  Shall  we 
sacredly  preserve  and  wisely  use  this?  The  unquestionable  duty 
of  this  hour  is  this  sublime  resolution. 

Finallv :  W^c  stand  in  the  pride  of  a  sovereign  state  in  a 
supreme  union.  The  destiny  of  that  union  is  our  destiny.  ^  It  is 
the  strong  arm  that  gives  protection  to  every  state  that  it  may 
care  for  its  vast  domestic  concerns.  How  the  patriotic  imagina- 
tion was  kindled  as  at  San  Francisco  passed  in  review  that  great 
fleet,  that  symbol  of  sovereignty,  the  pledge  of  safety.  How  we 
\hcn  rejoiced  in  that  union  stretching  between  the  two  oceans, 
that  union  created  bv  the  wisdom  of  Washington,  the  genius  of 
Hamilton,  the  democracy  of  Jefferson,  the  matchless  eloquence 
of  Webster,  the  profound  decisions  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and 
the  whole  priceless  legacy  saved  to  us  and  the  world  by  that  m- 
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comparable  patriot  from  the  common  people,  Abraham  Lincoln.  . 

That  federal  government  is  controlled  by  the  elected  represen- 
tatives s>i  the  peJple  and  the  states,  and  uses  its  granted  powers 
for  their'welfare,  to  guard  and  advance  the  prosperity  ot  all.  In 
the  rush,  almost  the  fury  of  the  issues,  there  is  in  some  mmds  a 
fear  for  the  moment,  but  finally  the  federal  and  the  state  powers 
harmoniouslv  cooperate   for  the  common  good.     That  growmg 
fear  was  quicklv  followed  by  an  historic  conterence  ot  the  states 
and  nation  at  Washington  to  plan  how  best  to  conserve  the  resources 
of  all     The  student  will  in  such  a  time  remember  that  the  cau.e 
of  interstate  commerce  mere  than  any  crher  promoted  the  change 
from  Articles  of   Confederation  to  the   Constitution,   and  made 
that  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

The  nation,  grown  now  to  eight-six  millions,  of  almost  con- 
tinental area,  has  helped  the  people  to  reclaim  a  va.t  wilderness, 
develop  a  great  commerce,  and  spread'  personal  liberty  through- 
out the  land.  In  the  daily  enjoyment  of  such  blessings  we  hardly 
realize  what  it  has  given  us  in  intellectual  freedom,  in  religious 
toleration  and  in  political  liberty. 

It  has  made  la^:or  free  ar.d  protecis  it.  The  Emancipation 
Proclamation  c=f  Abraham  Lincoln  freed  the  white  laborer  no 
les-;  than  the  black.  It  is  from  that  time  that  the  independence 
of  the  organized  labor  practically  begins.  The  more  we  progress 
the  more  we  need  the  nation  and  its  powers.  There  can  be  noth- 
ing oppressive  in  such  a  government.  Under  the  common  sense 
of  all  justice  comes  to  all. 

The  state  ^ull  be  greater  in  its  proper  sphere  as  the  nation 
developes.^  Through  universal  free  education  the  state  assures 
the  intelligence  of\all.  secures  the  best  results  of  these  privileges 
to  everv  person,  and  administers  tbe  altair.  the  pcjple  for  the 
equal  blessings  of  all.  So  are  we  secure  in  all  the  intellectual  and 
the  material^  resources  for  the  state.  Under  Providence  these 
shall  ble^s  our  cbiMren's  children  to  the  last  generation.  . 

The  great  river  tlows  by  us.  across  our  state  from  north  to 
south  a"  its  swift  current  moves  on  from  narrower  to  wider 
longitudes  the  inore  rapid  n-.oa.n  (^f  the  .urface  throws  the  west- 
ern shore  against  its  lb  wing  waters.     As  one  passes  down  the 
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channel  one  sees  the  higher  and  more  abrupt  bluffs  on  the  western 
side  and  the  broad  valleys  on  the  eastern.  The  rotation  of  the 
earth,  the  movement  of  the  whole  sclar  system,  and  distant  Arc- 
turus  in  his  unknown  path,  cooperate  in  that  physical  Phenomenon. 

-  So  does  the  providence  of  God,  moving  in  its  mysterious  ways 
through  all  the  history  of  mankind,  provide  for  the  being,  the 
present  welfare  and  the  future  happiness  of  our  state.  The  issues 
of  all "  time  are  curs.  All  the  glory,  the  opportunity  and  the 
praise  that  is  American  is  ours  to  keep  and  to  enlarge.  ; 

The  stone  which  we  lay  today  is  a  four  feet  cube;  the  length 
and  the  breadth  and  the  lieight  thereof  are  equal  and  this  symbolizes 
the  object  for  which  our  state  is  created :  Intelligence,  Liberty 
and  Righteousness.  ..  .     '        ;  -v 

So  in  the  light  of  all  the  splendid  achievements  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  the  blessings  of  their  civilization,  intelli- 
gence, liberty  and  law ;  with  profound  thanks  to  God  for  our 
great  inheritance  ;  in  the  name  of  the  good  people  of  the  common- 
wealth, of  their  enterprise,  freedom  and  moral  virtue;  in  the 
name  of  their  high  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  as  a  great  civic 
pledge  for  the  future,  we  lay  this  corner  stone  to  the  capitol  build- 
ing for  South  Dakota.  Over  that  dome  the  ensign  of  the  union 
will  always  fly.  Tlie  state  and  the  nation  shall  be-  like  Roderick 
Dhu's  banner  the  evergreen  pine, 

''floored  in  the  rifted  rock. 

Proof  'gainst  the  tempest's  shock,  ;i 
Firmer  he  roots  him  the  ruder  it  blow." 

THE  DECOR  Add  OX  S. 

No  sooner  was  it  determined  to  erect  a  new  cai)itol.  tlian  the 
people  of  artistic  taste  and  temperament  began  to  agitate  for  a 
decoratiye  scheme  for  the  interior  betitting  the  wealth  and  dignit\- 
of  the  state  and  illustrative  of  its  best  culture.  To  secure  such 
decorative  plans  was  not  an  .easy  matter  in  a  frontier  connnunity 
where  very  little  of  true  art  had  yet  found  a  place.  A  few  news- 
papers took  up  the  discussion  and  as  early  as  the  s[)ring  of  1906 
the  subject  was  made  the  topic  of  (.liscussiuh  at  the  meetnig  of  the 
Dicken's  club,  a  literary  organizati(jn  in  Pierre,    l^he  matter  was 
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much  discussed  in  women's  clubs  throughout  the  state  and  when 
the  Federation  of  Women's  clubs  met  in  Pierre  on  August  27, 
1908.  there  was  a  thorough  discussion  (.f  art  in  the  new  capitol 
ai>d  the  following  resohttion  received  unanimous  support: 

"Resolved  That  the  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs  of  Soutn 
Dakota.  earne;tlv  favors  provision  by  the  legislature,  and  capitol 
commission  for 'interior  finish  and  decoration  of  the  new  state 
capitol,  befitting  the  wealth,  culture  and  dignity  of  a  great  com- 
monwealth. That  the  provision  for  interior  decoration  should  be 
not  less  than  five  per  cent  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  structure  and 
that  the  mural-  decorations  should  be  made  only  by  American 
artists  of  the  highest  skill  and  repute:  that  to  this  end  ,f  it  b 
deemed  expedient,  we  should  favor  a  small  amount  of  de  orat  on 
of  the  highest  order  rather  than  to  accept  anything  less  than  the 

^"''"Resolved,  That  the  clubs  composing  this  Federation,  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  legislature  to  make  such  provision  as  will 
bec^in  a  scheme  of  decoration  that  will  result  in  ultimately  pro- 
viding in  tl-.e  state  capitol.  mural  paintings  that  will  be  an  inspira- 
tion and  an  educational  force  to  the  people  ot  the  state 

The  suggestion  of  the  woman's  clubs  that  a  very  htlle  ot  the 
best  art  is  preferable  to  a  great  amount  of  poor  art  became  the 
kevnote  of  the  campaign  of  the  art  propagandists  and  was  echoed 
from  everv  corner  of  the  state.    How  to  attain  the  end  was  he 

■  serio-.s  problem  confronting  the  capitol  commission.    Finally,  the 

■  con-mission  resolved  to  advertise  for  the  .uhmission  ot  decorative 
schemes  for  tlieir  consideration,  an<l  tlu-  tenders  were  opened  on 
\uc.ust  2^,   lyoQ.    There  were  many  contestants,  some  ot  them 
preLuing  very  elaborate,  sonie  of  them  spectacular,  arid  sonte 
verv  bedazzling  plans  of  decoration,  but  Mr,  W,  t„  .Xndrews  of 
the'  Andrews  Decorative  Company  of  Clinton,  Iowa,_  had  wisely 
fortified  himself  by  securing  propositions  from  Mr,  h.dward  Sim- 
mons to  supplv  five  pictures,  Mr,  Charles  HoUoway  three  pic- 
tures and    Mr,   Kdwin    P.lashfiel.l  .me  picture  as   apar.   of  tne 
modest  but  efi-ective  plan  of  decoration  ami  the  capitol  -----o^^ 
after  full  c  .isiderati^.n.  <lctermi>ied  to  adopt  his  plan  and  thus  the 
worL  of  ..liesc  distinguished  arti.s  was  secured,     Mr.^  bimmons 
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providing  the  four  pendentives  for  the  dome  and  the  kuiette  at 
the  head  of  the  grand  stairway.  Mr.  Holloway  one  painting  each 
for  the  supreme  court,  the  senate  and  the  house,  and  Mr.  Bash- 
field  filling  the  large  panel  in  the  west  end  of  the  governor's  parlor. 
In  detail  the  following  tells  of  the  several  paintings  and  their 
settings:  ."v 

THE  SUPREME  COURT  ROOM. 

The  general  color  effect  is  in  browns,  tans  and  gold.  The 
mural  painting  by   Charles   Holloway   represents   the   ''Gate  of 

Justice."  '  ' 

The  painting  is  a  classical  expression  of  art  in  decorative  form 
and  color  and  emblematic  meaning. 

In  the  early  middle  ages  structures  following  the  general 
form  of  gates  were  erected  to  receive  the  throne  of  the  justiciary 
In  various  regions  of  Europe  the  church  gates,  the  gates  of 
justice,  were  adorned  with  sculptured  lions. 

In  the  painting  on  each  side  of  the  gateway  is  shown  the 
sculptured  lions,  a  symbol  of  courage.  On  the  wall  each  side 
of  the  gate  is  the  sculptured  figure  of  Law  and  Justice. 

The  ornamental  surrounding  of  the  painting  is  simple  sug- 
gestion. Shows  at  the  top  the  birds  as  emjblems  of  peace  and  at 
the  bottom,  the  cherubs  as  emblems  of  the  spirit  of  goodness  and 
love  and  the  serpents  as  emblems  of  evil. 

On  each  side  of  the  lower  part  of  the  centre  of  painting  is 
shown  the  despairing  and  remorseful  guilty. 

In  the  centre  is  the  spirit  of  mercy— the  symbol  oi  God's 
soul,  showing  pity  and  compasion  for  the  guilty,  but  the  guar- 
dians of  nature's  law,  the  strong  arm  of  God,  demand  their  penalty. 

The  offenders'  lives  lie  in  the  mercy  of  God,  yet  they  must 
pay  the  penalty  of  their  crime. 

THE  SENATE  CHAMr.I'R.  '  - 

The  general  color  effect  is  in  green,  ivory  and  gold,  harmoniz- 
ing with  the  marble  wainscot  and  columns.  The  mural  paip.tiiig 
by  Charles  Holloway,  shows  the  Louisiana  purchase. 

The  centre  group  tells  of  the  acquisition  of  the  le.ritory  of 

FoUo — 16. 
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lyouisiana  by  America  from  France.  Louisiana  is  typified  by  an 
Indian  woman  over  whom  America  is  placing  the  iiag-  of  her 
states  and  from  whom  the  garment  of  France  has  fallen.  France, 
by  her  side  holds  a  copy  of  the  treaty  by  which  the  purchase  was 
latified. 

On  the  Missouri  floats  the  craft  of  America,  guided  by 
Progress  and  Rectitude. 

In  the  golden  yellow  back  ground  a  spirit  of  a  soldier  of 
-  old  Spain,  feeling  the  glorious  achievement  of  Spain  as  dis- 
•  coverers  of  the  country,  shows  the  device  of  Isabella  of  Spain, 
a  yellow  cross  on  a  white  field.  -^^^^^ '[./ 

The  fleur-de  lis  in  the  foreground  suggests  the  more  recent 
ownership  of  the  country  by  France. 

The  back  ground  suggestive  of  Spain  and  the  flowers  of 
France,  tells  of  the  past. 

The  goddess  of  American  Liberty,  the  Spirit  of  Truth  and 
the  Genius  of  Progress  show  the  coming  of  a  new  day. 

THE   HOUSE  CHAMBER. 

The  general  color  effect  is  in  reds,  tans,  browns,  grays  and 
gold.  The  mural  painting  by  Charles  lioiloway  is  the  largest  in 
the  capitol  occupying  a  panel  12x20  feet,  over  the  speaker's  desk, 
the  motive  for  which  is  furnished  by  the  historical  account  of  the 
first  act  of  religious  worship  in  South  Dakota.  On  June  2,  1823, 
General  William  Ashley  on  his  way  to  rejoin  his  partner,  IMajor 
Andrew  Henry,  on  the  Yellowstone,  was  attacked  by  Ree  Indians 
near  the  present  town  of  ivlobridge.  Twenty-three  of  his  men 
were  shot  down,  thirteen  of  them  being  instantly  killed.  The  dead 
and  W'Ounded  men  were  dragged  onto  the  deck  of  the  little  trading- 
vessel  Yellowstone,  the  moorings  cut  loose  and  diey  drifted  down 
the  stream.  The  men  were  co  overcome  by  their  loss  that  they 
would  not  attempt  to  fight  their  way  past  the  hostile  Indian  town. 
Ashley,  feeling  it  imperative  that  he  should  communicate  with 
Plenry,  called  for  volunteers  to  make  the  perilous  trip  of  four 
hundred  miles  through  the  wilderness.  Jedediah  S.  Smith  vol- 
unteered to  undertake  the  hazardous  enterprise,  and  before  start- 
ing dropped  upon  his  knees  among  the  dead  and  dying  men  on 
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the  little  vessel  and  made  a  powerful  prayer.  This  prayer  is  the 
topic  which  the  artist  in  accordance  with  what  he  conceives  to  be 
the  principals  of  decorative  art  treated  m  a  poetic  and  symbolic  way, 
thus  sacrificinc;  the  tremendous  dramatic  quality  which  the  inci- 
dent in  cold  realism  involved,  as  well  as  the  truth  of  history. 

On  the  left  of  the  painting  is  shown,  floating  down  the  Mis- 
souri, General  WiUiam  A.shlev's  keel  boat,  the  "Yellowstone."  On 
the  prow  of  the  boat  are  typical  figures,  of  the  trappers  and  Gen- 
eral \shlev  stands  there  in  worry  and  wonder. 

In  the  centre  of  the  prow  is  Jed  Smith,  praying  to  God  for 
tlie  dead  pnd  -lying,  placed  upon  the  deck  after  the  fight  with  the 
Indians. 

Among  the  fringe  of  willows  along  the  shore,  lurk  the  Indians, 
but  among  them  stands  t!ie  chief  demanding  peace. 

In  the  foreground  an  Indian  maiden  looking  to  the  sky 
above,  feels-  the  wonder  of  life,  and  sees,  as  do  the  .nhers  of  her 

tribe.  , 

As  led  Smith  calls  .lown  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon  the 
dyin-  liis  spiritual  force  produces  a  power  over  the  Indians. 
Thev  see  the  >pirit  of  the  heavens  above  as  they  saw  below  the 
spirits  of  their  dead.  The  fight  is  over  and  to  all,  the  whites  and 
the  Indians,  comes  "The  peace  that  passes  understanding." 

THE  KOTfNDA. 

The  -eneral  color  effect  is  ivory,  blue,  tan  and  gold,  harmon- 
izin-  with  the  marble  wainscot  and  columns  and  was  planned 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  William  G.  Andrews.  The 
mural  paintings  bv  F.dwar.l  Simmons  represent  "The  Family 
"Mini..-"  "AgricuUure,"  and  "Live  Stock."  Filling  the  circular 
panels  o.i  the  pendentives  of  the  dome  are  heroic  size  hgures  on 
a  solid  Ro.nan  gold  back-ground,  the  color  blending  with  the 
o-eneral  dec.rative  scheme.  The  lunette  at  the  head  ot  the  main 
stairway  represe.us  the  "Advent  of  Commerce."  The  white  trader 
has  drawn  his  canoe  from  the  water,  and  is  dealing  with  the 
Indians  for  the  robe  spread  out  before  him. 
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TH^  GOVERNORS  RECEPTION  ROOM. 

The  general  color  effect  is  in  deep  olive  tones.  All  the  orna- 
ment is  in  relief  finished  in  Florence  gold.  The  furniture  in  thJs 
room  is  massive  uncolored  mahogany,  upholstered  with  leather. 
The  rug  and  draperies  are  in  shades  of  green  harmonizing  with 
the  walls.    The  mural  painting  by  Edvyin  Ilowland  Blashfield. 

South  Dakota  is  represented  as  a  beautiful  woman,  in  the 
spot  light,  with  the  figure  of  hope  floating  over  her  and  point- 
ing forward.  Trappers  and  settlers  are  beating  back  and  over- 
coming the  Indians  who  are  clinging  to  her  garments,  attempting  to 
impede  her  progress.  Outlawry,  represented  by  a  dark  and  hooded 
figure  is  scuttling  away  into  the  darkness.  In  the  back  ground  the 
prairie  schooners  of  the  early  settler  are  to  be  seen  making  their 
way  across  the  prairie.  The  picture  is  a  strong  one  and  attracts 
attention  of  all. 

Mr.  Blashfield  traveled  from  his  studio  in  New  York  to  Pierre 
to  assure  himself  that  his  masterpiece  was  properly  mounted  and 
that  the  decorations  of  the  room  were  in  harmony  with  it.  He 
regards  it  as  one  of  his  great  works  and  said  of  it  that  he  never 
had  excelled  its  technique. 

The  entire  decorative  scheme  including  the  mural  paintings 
have  received  the  highest  encomiums  from  all  who  have  visited  the 
capitol,  including  in  their  number  many  art  critics  of  established 
fame,  and  the  lovers  of  the  beautiful  in  the  state  give  to  the 
capitol  commission  the  highest  praise  for  having  carried  out  the 
plan  for  which  they  so  early  contended  and  have  in  reality  estab- 
lished an  outpost  of  true  arT  in  the  far  west. 

THE  DEDICATIOX. 
The  Ccipitol,  though  occupied  from  the  first  of  ^tay  was  not 
dedicated  until  June  30,  1910.  The  principal  address  was  made 
by  Dr.  A.  B.  Storms  of  Iowa,  president  of  the  State  College  of 
Agriculture  and  Mechanics  Arts  at  Ames.  This  feature  of  the 
dedication  occurred  at  the  Auditorium  ui)on  Dakota  avenue  at  2 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Following  nuisic  by  the 
Fourth  Regiment  band  Guvernur  I\ol)ert  S.  X'essey  intruduced  Dr. 
Storms  to  the  vast  audience  in  the  following  address: 
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As  your  presiding  officer  this  afternoon  I  think  that  it  is 
.necessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that  this  is  an  important  occasion. 
'  I  think  Vever  before  this,  in  a  house  of  this  state  or  a  house  of 
this  nation,  was  there  a  gathering  that  seems  to  me  has  the  good 
interests  of  the  state  at  heart  any  more  than  the  present  gather- 
ing here  assembled  in  this  city.    I  am  glad  you  are  here.    I  am 
glad  that  this  Conservation  Congress  has  been  a  success,  and  the 
fact  that  you  have  shown  the  disposition  to  come  and  spend  your 
time  and  money  to  be  here  and  to  Usten  and  take  in  the  informa- 
tion given  you  by  the  dififerent  talent  on  the  platform  bespeaks 
for  you  a  disposition  to  do  that  which  will  be  for  the  betterment 
of  the  conditions  here  in  this  state.    We  have  one  of  the  greatest 
states  in  the  northwest,  the  development  of  this  state  today  is  far 
beyond  what  you  or  I  can  even  dream  of  at  this  time.    In  gather- 
ing here  and  in  understanding  to  some  degree  what  there  is  yet 
to  be  developed  and  what  there  is  yet  to  be  secured  through  proper 
conservation  is  the  greatest  question  that  is  before  this  state  today. 
I  compliment  you  on  the  act  of  your  being  here,  and  I  want  to  , 
say  to  you  we  appreciate  it.    We  know  die  city  of  Pierre  appre- 
ciates it,  and  it  is  the  city  here  that  has  made  it  possible  for  you 
to  come  to  this  city  and  enjoy  the  program  and  get  the  informa- 
tion that  is  being  dissimulated  from  this  platform  because  I  be- 
lieve you  will  readily  understand  that  a  gathering  of  this  kind 
and  a  program  of  this  kind  cannot  be  taken  care  of  without  quite 
a  large  financial  backing,  and  the  city  of  Pierre,  the  capital  city  of 
this  state,  has  made  it  possible  by  giving  us  a  very  generaus  donation 
to  take  care  of  the  expense  of  this  meeting.    So  I  am  glad  you 
are  here.     We  have  this  afternoon  with  us  a  person  from  our 
neighboring  state,   who  will  address  you  this  afternoon,  whose 
address  I  am  sure  will  repay  you  for  all  the  cash  outlay  and  all 
the  discomforts  occasioned  by  the  heat  of  the  day.    He  will  give 
you  something  to  take  home  with  you  ;  something  to  feast  upon ; 
something  to  enjoy  not  only  this  afternoon  but  something  for  all 
time  to  come.    It  is  stated,  I  think,  under  the  authority  of  our 
state  geologist  department,  that  Pierre  is  underlaid  with  a  stratum 
of  asbestos,  so  you  need  not  be  at  all  alarmed.    I  think  it  has 
been  a  very  wise  provision  of  Providence  to  thus  keep  us  entirely 
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safe  and  while  we  may  get  pretty  warm  this  stratum  of  asbestos 
will  save  us  from  the  eternal  furnace.  I  introduce  to  you  Dr. 
Storms  of  Iowa,  but  I  find  that  we  have  one  number  that  you 
will  enjoy,  a  solo  by  Mr,  Howe  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  the  aduience  here  this 
afternoon,  the  next  speaker  on  the  program.  I  was  very  glad  to 
know  that  he  had  taken  the  opportunity  this  morning  to  visit  our 
new  capitol  building  so  that  in  his  address  to  you  this  afternoon 
he  can  speak  from  knowledge  gained  by  an  investigation  and  look- 
ing over  it  this  morning.  I  believe  the  people  of  this  state  are 
to  be  congratulated  in  the  new  building  we  will  dedicate  to  their 
service  today,  because  I  believe  from  the  very  foundation,  from 
the  selection  of  the  architect  and  material,  that  the  best  was  ob- 
taind ;  one  of  the  best  builders,  one  of  the  most  conservative  build- 
ers, a  man  who  did  his  work  whether  you  were  present  or  not ; 
indeed  he  was  the  most  critical,  so  that  the  work  has  been  done 
right  from  the  beginning  and  we  are  glad  today  to  turn  over  to 
the  people  of  South  Dakota,  we  believe  the  best  building  and  the 
most  up-to-date  equipment,  and  the  be^t  furniture  for  the  same 
amount  of  money  that  there  is  in  any  capitol  building  in  the  United 
States.  I  am  glad  that  Dr.  Storms,  who  gives  the  dedicatory 
address  this  afternoon  has  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  build- 
ing so  he  can  speak  intelligently,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  in- 
troduce to  you  Dr.  Storms  of  Ames,  Iowa,  president  of  the  great 
agricultural  college,  the  next  richest  state  per  capita  to  South 

Dakota  in  the  Union.  ^  ...  : 

■\  ■      .    ■  .  ■ 

DR.  storms"  ADDRKSS. 

South  Dakota  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  her  new  Capitol 
Building.  As  a  church  building  expresses  the  estimate  of  religion 
in  a  community,  and  its  houses  the  esteem  of  its  honie  life,  so  a 
capitol  building  is  an  expression  of  conscious  statehood.  The 
Commonwealth  of  South  Dakota  has  in  its  new  Capitol  a  model 
building.  The  architecture  embodies  the  best  ideals,  preserving 
as  it  does  the  strength  and  digmity,  the  harmony  and  sense  of 
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simplicity  which  Greece  gave  to  the  world  as  a  lasting  inheritance, 
and  yet  adopting  these  fundamental  conceptions  to  modern  condi- 
tions and  uses  in  a  most  effective  manner.  The  granite  and  Bed- 
ford stone  and  marble  impress  at  once  the  sense  .of  stability.  A 
visitor  from  another  world  would  say  at  once,  a  people  that  build 
jor  their  state  like  that  believes  in  the  permanence  of  their  insti- 
tutions, their  industries  and  their  civilization. 

The  sitution  is  well  selected  looking  off  over  the  great  iivcr 
and  across  the  immense  pariries  to  the  westward  from  a 
commanding  site.  It  suggests  the  enterprise  and  hope  and  con- 
fidence for  which  this  great  West  is  remarkable. 

Surely  the  thanks  of  a  people  are  due  to  those  who  have 
so  well  executed  their  trust  in  the  conception  and  erection  of  tliis 
new  building  in  which,  as  the  interior  decorative  scheme  already 
suggests,  the  spirit  of  a  great  Commonwealth  of  the  West  shall 
find  a  fitting  home. 

One  hundred  years  ago  the  planets  were  in  strange  conjunc- 
tion, for  poets,  musicians,  scientists,  statesmen  of  the  first  magni- 
tude were  born  under  their  combined  influence.  Poe,  the  pioneer 
of  art  feeling  in  America  the  sweet  wierd  melody  of  those  songs 
once  heard  can  never  be  forgotten ;  Oliver  Wendall  Holmes,  vivaci- 
ous, genial,  witty  and  wholeseome,  in  whom  the  genius  of  America 
found  happy  expression;  Alfred  Tennyson,  as  masterful  in  thought 
and  conviction  as  he  was  perfect  in  art;  Mendelssohn,  whose 
"Songs  Without  Words"  echo  in  every  heart  and  in  every  home 
and  in  every  temple  of  art ;  Chopin,  whose  music  showed  the 
range,  variety  and  sweetness  of  the  pianoforte  as  it  had  never 
before  been  conceived ;  Chads  Darwin,  who  did  more  to  advance 
human  knowledge  than  any  other  man  that  has  ever  lived ;  Glad- 
, stone  and  Lincoln.  Was  there  ever  such  a  galaxy  of  stars  in 
the  firmament. 

A  nation's  second  birth. 

This  is  an  occasion  which  inspires  diffidence  in  one  of  my 
years  and  generation,  and  particularly  in  assuming  to  speak  upon 
any  phase  of  Lincoln's  character  or  career.  The. older  men  here 
lived  through  the  stirring  times  when  he  came  to  the  unique-  and 
successful  leadership  of  a  nation.    To  us,  of  a  younger  genera- 
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tion,  this  is  all  tradition.  We  saw  in  our  earliest  days  the  after- 
glow of  a  victory  which  meant  more  than  a  restored  nation,  for 
out  of  that  sorrow  and  struggle  a  new  nation  was  borne.  As 
when  the  original  states  adopted  the  constitution'  and  abandoned 
the  weaker  federation  which  had  proven  inadequate,  so  now  the 
nation  emerged  from  its  bloody  sweat  and  labor  of  spirit  to  a  new 
definition  of  nationality  and  national  sovereignity  and  of  freedom. 

The  one  who  had  more  than  any  other  to  do  with  guiding 
and  crystallizing  into  definite  conviction  the  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple who  led  the  nation  through  to  a  successful  issue  of  the  con- 
flict, was  Abraham  Lincoln. 

ROMANCE  AND  REALITY.  ' 

To  have  achieved  that  result,  and  to  have  been  thus  con- 
soicuous  in  leadership  is  sufficient  distinction.  This  alone  would 
place  Lincoln  by  the  side  of  the  marshal!  heroes  and  the  con- 
structive statesmen  of  history.  But  all  other  circumstances  have 
combined  to  enhhnce  the  romance  of  his  career  and  to  kindle 
the  imagination  of  the  patriotic  student  of  American  history.  He 
w^as  of  lowest  birth  and  parentage.  About  this  he  was  himself 
quite  sensitive.  Recent  investigations  into  Lincoln's  ancestry 
seem  to  show  conclusively  that  there  was  good  blood  in  both 
his  fathers  and  mother's  side.  The  Lincolns  and  Hankses  were 
people  to  integrity  and  consequence  in  New  England  and  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virgina  and  Kentucky.  Lincoln's  grandfather  Abraham, 
was  killed  by  a  shot  from  a  skulking  Indian,  when  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, his  youngest  son  and  the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln  the 
martyred  president,  was  but  ten  years  old.  Left  to  shift  for 
himself,  rough  hard  work  with  no  schooling  were  his  lot.  Lin- 
coln's mother,  Nancy  Hanks,  was  orphaned  at  nine  years  of  age. 
She  grew  to  be  a  sweet  tempered  beautiful  woman.  When  Abra- 
ham was  ten  years  old  his  mother  died.  He  revered  her  memory. 
She  was  to  him  a  guardian  angel. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  distant  connection  Thomas  Lin- 
was  a  restless  and  sonuvliat  shiftless  provider.  •  His  wife.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  mother,  died  of  hardship  and  privati(nis  when  her 
son  Abraham  was  but  a  lad.    Arnold,  a  life-long  friend  and  ad- 
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mirer,  in  his  biography  of  the  martyred  president,  has  drawn  a 
romantic  picture  of  the  early  life,  and  especially  of  the  relations 
between  Lincoln  and  his  step-mother,  but  stripped  of  romance 
and  kindly  enthusiasm  of  admiring  biographers,  the  early  life 
of  Lincoln  is  hard,  unromantic  and  even  stupid.  His  education 
was  of  the  meagerest.  his  opportunities  extremely  limited ;  yet 
out  of  this  origin  and  from  this  environment,  he  came  through 
a  school  of  hard  training,  and  by  dint  of  peculiar  traits  of  character 
and  a  presistent  ambition,  and  by  a  strange  and  fortunate  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  to  the  presidency  in  the  time  of  the 
nation's  peril,  and  prrivod  to  be  what  no  man  could  possibly  have 
fortold — tlie  v.isest  man  for  the  hour  and  for  the  emergency  that 
could  have  been  found.  To  crown  all  with  tragic  interest,  he  met 
his  death  at  the  hand  of  an  assassin  at  the  hour  of  his  and  the 
nation's  triumph.  Revered  and  beloved  almost  to  adluation  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  personality  has  been 
enshrouded  in  a  glory  of  romance,  and  that  his  character  has  been 
idealized,  his  wisdom  magnified,  his  magnanimity  admired  until  we 
see  him  in  heroic  proportions. 

ESTIMATK    FROM    PRESKNT  VI?:\VPOINT. 

Heretofore,  the  treatments  of  Lincoln  in  biography  and  his- 
tory have,  for  the  most  part,  been  by  men  who  knew  him  or  who 
lived  through  the  years  of  the  civil  war,  and  who  spoke  at  first 
hand.  May  we  not  assume  that  time  has  now  come  for  the 
supplementary  estimate  which  can  be  made  only  by  those  who 
stand  at  the  view-point  of  a  younger  generation  and  a  later  day. 

The  perspective  will  be  somewhat  different.  It  will  be  ours 
to  seek,  to  understand  the  man  as  an  exponent  of  the  ideals  of 
his  age  and  to  inquire  whether  he  be  the  rich  representative  per- 
sonality of  the  nation  and  of  the  time. 

If  we  would  measure  a  man  we  must  know  the  size  of  his 
convictions,  the  moral  girth  of  his  ideas,  and  for  such  measure- 
ment we  need  j)erspective.  History  lilts  some  men  like  a 
mountain  against  the  sky.  As  we  travel  away  from  it  it  recedes 
into  the  distance.  We  lose  the  smoke  of  factories  and  the  din 
of  transient  industries  at  its  base,  but  the  mountain  looms  up  in 
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singular  magnitude.    Thus  it  is  with  this  man,  whom  we  call 
and  whom  history  will  call,  the  Savior  of  this  country. 

"Now,"  said  Stanton,  turning  from  the  deathbed  of  Lincoln, 
"Now  he  belongs  to  the  ages".  Ultimately  a  statesman's  place  in 
history  is  determined  by  his  grasp  of  the  formative  and  control- 
ling principles  that  persist  through  the  tangled  perplexities  of  cur- 
rent political  events.  However  confusing  may  be  the  mere  phe- 
nomena of  the  hour,  the  great  ideas  with  which  enduring,  con- 
structive work  is  done  in  any  age  are  few  and  in  themselves 
are  simple.  '  .  ' 

THE  GREATNESS  OE  LINCOEN. 

1.  His  Grasp.    Lincoln's  greatness  as  a  statesman  lies  in  this, 
'that  he  grasped  with  absolute  clearness  and  held  with  absolute 

courage  and  confidence  to  the  elemental  controlling  ideas  of  the 
era  in  which  he  wrought. 

These  ideas  can  be  uttered  in  a  single  sentence.  The  supre- 
macy of  the  federal  government,  a  government  of  the  people,  by 
the  people,  for  the  people,  and  the  wrong  of  slavery.  These  were 
the  democratic  ideals  by  which  he  builded. 

2.  His  Originality.  But  we  must  also  ask,  if  we  would  meas- 
ure a  man,  as  to  his  originality.  Only  those  men  can  be  called 
by  distinction  greatest  whose  work  is  constructive  and  character- 
ized by  a  high  degree  of  originality.  I  do  not  mean  by  original- 
ity something  absolutely  new  and  unrelated  to  the  past  or  future  ; 
I  mean  the  kind  of  originality  that  was  possessed  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution.  They  took  only  seasoned  timbers  of  political 
principles,  tested  and  proven  by  colonial  experience.  They  posses- 
sed that  leading  characteristic  of  Anglo-Saxon  genius  that  knows 
how  to  treasure  the  past  and  to  hold  the  wisdom  of  experience. 
There  is  nothing  radical  and  independently  new  that  went  into 
our  constitution  yet  the  work  of  the  constitutional  convention, 
as  a  piece  of  constructive  statesmanship,  is  perhaps  unequalled 
in  all  history.  Originalitv  like  that  must  be  the  characteristic  of 
him  whom  the  verdict  of  ages  will  pronounce  great.  An  origin- 
ality like  that  of  Jesus  of  Xazercth  who  built  upon  the  law  and 
upon  the  prophets  with  absolute  loyality,  and  yet  who  spake  as 
never  man  spake  and  who  established  a  spiritual  kingdom.  An 
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originality  like  that  of  John  Marshall  who  grasped  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  so  applied  them  to  new  conditions  as  to 
make  his  decisions  not  only  the  greatest  commentaries  upon  the 
constitution,  but  in  themselves  a  work  of  constructive  statesman- 
ship. 

This  is  a  severe  test  to  bring  but  we  must  ask  whether 
Lincoln  can  meet  it.  Senator  Beveridge  in  his  study  of  Russia, 
has  said,  ''After  all;  the  only  three  things  worth  studying  in  any 
country  are  the  soil  and  its  potentialities,  the  people  and  their 
capacities,  and  the  few  leaders  and  their  inherent  power." 

Selecting  this  man  as  one  of  the  few  great  leaders  in  our 
history,  and  studying  for  a  little  the  secret  or  the  secrets  of  his 
power,  may  we  say  that  he  is  the  rich  representative  man  of  his 
country  and  age. 

THE  IRREPRESSIBLE  CONELICI'. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  this  new  nation  was  in 
labor  of  spirit  for  the  definition  of  its  own  ideals.  A  few  men 
believed  that  they  saw  an  irreprsssible  conflict  between  ttie  concep- 
tions of  liberty  which  had  inspired  tlic  enthusiasm  and  the  domi- 
nant political  ideas  of  the  North  and  the  institution  of  human 
slavery  in  the  South.  Indeed  to  clear-eyed  m'cn  this  seemed  evi- 
dent in  the  great  debate  which  sprang  from  the  effort  of  fienry 
Clay,  the  Great  Compromiser,  to  carry  through  the  senate  his 
"Comprehensive  Scheme  of  Adjustment"  in  1850.  Henrv  Clay 
was  then  a  broken  and  an  aged  man.  This  was  his  last  dramatic 
effort.  "I  am  here,"  he  solemnly  said,  "expecting  to  go  hence 
soon  and  owing  no  responsiblity  but  to  my  own  conscience  and  to 
God'.'  Participating  in  that  debate  were  Jefferson  Davis,  Cal- 
houn, then  within  a  few  weeks  of  liis  grave,  Mason  of  Virginia, 
Webster,  Seward  and  Chase.  "In  that  niDmentous  session"  says 
Morse,  'every  man  gave  out  what  he  felt  to  lie  his  best,  while 
anxious  and  excited  millions  devoured  every  word  which  the  news- 
papers reported  to  them." 

Lincoln's  grasp  of  the  issues. 

Men  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  lo  recognize  the  fact 
of  the  irrepressible  conflict  when  Lincoln  gave  expression  to  it 
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in  his  notable  speech  of  acceptance  in  becoming  a  candidate  of 
the  repubUcan  party  for  the  Senate  in  1858.  Lincoln  had  pre- 
pared this  speech  with  great  thoroughness  and  thoughtfulness ; 
he  had^  literally  coined  it  out  into  expression  in  his  own  mind 
until  it  was  graven  upon  his  memory.  In  that  speech  he  said 
what  almost  no  men  were  then  willing  to  receive  or  admit,  though 
Seward,  who  was  considered  a  radical  took  the  same  "ground  a 
few  months  afterward  in  a "  public  speech  at  Rochester. 


HON.  ROIiLUL  S.  VESSEY  HON.  S A.MI  EL  C.  POLLEY 


Governor  Secretary   of  State 

"It  is  on  irrepressible  conflict  between  opposing  and  enduring- 
forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United  States  must  and  will,  sooner 
or  later,  become  either  entirely  a  slave-holding  nation,  or  entirely 
a  free-labor  nation." 

Lincoln  read  this  speech  to  a  coterie  of  his  friends.  It  found 
almost  no  endorsement  from  them.  While  he  was  surprised  and' 
perhaps  grieved,  he  did  not  waver.  He  said  he  would  rather 
go  down  with  those  expressed  convictions  than  to  be  victorious 
without  them.    In  that  speech  he  said, 
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"If  we  could  know  where  we  are  and  whither  we  are  tendhio- 
.  we  could  better  judge  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it.    We  are  now- 
far  into  the   fifth   year   since   a   policy   was   initiated   with  the 
avowed  object  and  confident  promise  of  putting  an  end  to  slavery- 
agitation.    Under  the  operation  of  that  policy,  that  agitation  has 
not  only  not  ceased,  but  has  constantly  augmented.    In  my  opin- 
ion, it  will  not  cease  until  a  crisis  shall  have  been  reached  and 
passed.    'A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand.'    I  believe 
this  government  cannot  endure  permanently  half  slave  and  half 
free.    I  do  not  expect  the  Union  to  be  dissolved —I  do  not  ex- 
pect the  house  to  fall.— hut  T  do  expect  it  will  cease  to  be  divided. 
It  vv-ill  become  all  one  thing  or  all  the  other.    Either  the  oppon- 
ents of  slavery  will  arre.u  the  further  spread  of  it,  and  place  it 
where  the  public  mind  shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the 
course  of  ultimate  extinction;  or  its  advocates  will  push  it  forward, 
till  it  shall  become  alike  lav/ful  in  all  the '  states,  old  as  well  as 
new — Xonh  as  well  as  South." 

LlXCOr.x's  COXSTRL'CTlVr-:  STATKS>rAXSHIP. 

This  has  been  called  an  instance  of  Lincoln's  political  sagac- 
ity. It  is  worthy  of  a  nobler  name;  it  is  constructive  statesmanship; 
It  is  an  evidence  of  the  possession  of  that  high  quality  of  origin- 
ality which  only  finds  scope  for  its  exercise  in  the  range  of  mo- 
mentous issues  and  distinguishes  greatest  characters  from  those 
who  are  merelv  great. 

For  on  that  foundation  which  Lincoln  laid,  the  nation  has 
since  builded,  and  on  no  other  foundation  could  it  have  builded 
with  security  and  peace. 

Lincoln  belongs  to  the  first  order,  of  constructive  statesmen. 
He  saw  clearly  the  vital  issue  between  the  Xorth  and  the  South, 
and  stated  it  clearly,  crystalizing  conviction  upon  it,  and  holding 
to  the  successful  outcome  of  the  Civil  W^ar,  to  the  policy  which 
alone  could  mean  a  permanent  nation.  The  settlement  of  this 
issue  and  in  this  way  was  necessary.  By  this  means  alone  could 
a  "government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the-i)eople"  hope 
to  endure.' 
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The  Cause  of  the  Union,  and  The  Heresy  of  Secession. 

Slavery  was  an  incidental  cause  for  pressing  the  real  issue 
to  a  settlement  at  that  time.  The  cause  of  the  Union  as  espoused 
and  defined  bv  Lincoln  had  double  strength ;  on  the  question  of 
slavery  the  North  was  on  the  side  of  progress,  of  humanity 
and  of  liberty ;  in  the  question  of  national  supremacy  as  against 
the  authority  of  individual  states ;  the  cause  of  the  North  was  the 
cause  of  nationality  as  against  disintegration. 

The  North  had  at  times  shown  as  much  of  the  spirit  and  po- 
litical heresy  of  secession  as  had  the  South.  At  times  New  Eng- 
land and  even  New  York  City  had  talked  of.seceeding  from  the 
Union.  The  issue  as  defined  for  the  nation  by  Lincoln  and  as  de- 
termined by  events  threw  both  these  mighty  arguments — the  logic 
of  political  necessity  if  the  nation  were  to  endure,  and  the  force  of 
conscience — into  the  scales  of  the  Union. 

Lincoln  saw  this  most  clearly  of  all  and  held  as  steadfastly 
to  it  as  a  pilot  to  the  North  star  throughout  all  the  terrible  con- 
flict, when  even  a  Seward  and  a  Chase  and  a  Sumner  and  a  Gree- 
ley lost  their  bearings. 

Lincoln's  plan  and  its  failure. 

Lincoln  failed  to  carry  through  one*  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  his  own  political  program.  He  wanted  to  have  emancipation 
undert'aken  by  the  states  themselves  and  compensation  offered  at 
the  expense  of  the  federal  government.  He  hoped  against  hope 
and  strove  on  with  tireless  patience  to  secure  support  for  this 
policy.  -  He  figured  the  cost  of  national  compensation  .for  slave 
property  and  urged  that  it  would  be  infinitely  cheaper  than  the 
cost  of  war.  Lincoln  in  his  earnest  efi'ort  for  compromise  con- 
cerning salary  was  a  century  ahead  of  his  age.  With  such  peace 
sentnnent  as  is  now  gaining  asccndenc}'  and  with  the  principles 
of  compromise  and  arbitration  now  gaining  innucnce.  his  policy 
of  emancipation  might  have  been  accepted  and  an  awful  war 
averted.  Lincoln  believed  this  possible  and  abandoned  the  plan 
at  last  with  infinite  sorrow  and  regret.  He  sought  to  hold  the 
border  states  to  the  I'nion  by  this  policy.  A  radical  man  in 
Lincoln's  place,  a  man  less  firm  and  patient  who  C(Uild  have  yielded 
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prematurely  to*  the  aboHticn  sentiment  that  was  being  pressed 
so  earnestly  upon  him  might  have  alienated  the  border  states  and 
thrown  one  or  more  of  them  to  the  confederacy  to  perhaps  the 
fatal  peril  of  the  Union  cause.  Gov.  Andrews  sent  a  special  de- 
legation to  President  Lincoln  urging  that  he  must  yield  to  the 
Northern  sentiment  for  abolition.  Churches  passed  resolutions 
and  sent  committees  to  tell  the  President  the  will  of  the  Lord. 
Lincoln  dryly  remarking  that  he  thought  it  probable  that  the 
Lord  would  tell  him  Plis  will  in  this  matter  if  anyone  as  he 
must  be  responsibe  for  action.  Carl  Schurz  resigned  his  post 
as  Embassador  of  Spain  that  he  might  hasten  home  to  tell  the 
President  to  his  face  that  he  must  emancipate  and  must,  to  hold 
the  sympathy  of  Europe,  identify  the  cause  of  the  North  with  that 
of  humanity  by  a  frank  adoption  of  the  policy  of  emancipation. 
Powerful  influences  throughout  the  North,  by  the  press  and  the 
churches,  by  political  party  agencies  and  abolition  associations 
pressed  him  hard.  Under  all  this  pressure  Lincoln  with  rare 
poise  held  steady,  keeping  his  own  councils,  and  as  we  know,  pray- 
ing Infinite  Wisdom  for  guidance,  until  by  a  victory  of  the  Union 
forces  the  opportune  moment  should  come  for  issuing  one  of  the 
few  greatest  state  papers  ever  sent  forth  ^to  work  an  epoch  in 
*-he  world's  progress — The  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

LINCOLN — Tin-:  TYPICAL  DEMOCRAT.  '    '  , 

Again,  Lincoln  was  the  output  of  the  more  democratic  portion 
of  the  nation;  not  New  England  Puritanism,  not  New  York 
cornmercialism,  not  southern  chivalry,  but  the  mingling,  of  all 
of  these  in  the  Middle  West,  has  made  the  atmosphere  in  which 
the  ideals  of  democracy  could  grow  independent  and  dominant. 
It  was  on  the  broad  western  prairies  and  on  the  frontiers,  by  the 
mighty  -rivers  of  the  c<>tinent  and  on  her  rugged  mountain  sides 
that  there  had  developed  a  new  and  wonderous  type  of  character, 
with  a  breeziness  and  breadth,  a  fearlessness  and  shrewd  wisdom, 
a  generosity  and  resourcefulness  that  made  the  Western  man  for 
the  forceful  and  formative  inlhieiice  in  our  national  life.  The  ful- 
ness of  time  had  come  for  the  nation,  out  of  its  heart  to  provide 
the  typical  Democrat. 

Folio — 17. 
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The  conservative  East  was  shocked  when  Andrew  Jackson 
"broke  into"  the  poHtical  affairs  of  the  nation  in  1829.    They  have 
hardly  yet  r^iHzed  that  he  was  anything  but  a  coarse  Western  boor, 
a  sort  of  vandal.    But  he  represented  a  new  force,  that  has  be- 
come dominant.    Jackson  was  not  the  typical  man.    He  was  pro- 
vincial.   He  could  no  more  understand  the  East  than  the  East 
could  understand  him.    But  in  "the  fullness  of  time"  there  came 
a  man  who  incarnated  this  new  force  with  a  wisdom  and  toler- 
ance, a  comprehension  of  all  sentiments  and  sections  of  this  new 
land  and  age,  with  a  complete  balance  amounting  to  political 
genius— Abraham  Lincoln,  the  "supreme  American,  in  our  history.' 
But  the  roots  of  our  national  life  had  to  strike  into  the  alluvial 
soil  of  the  :^lississippi  and  ^lissouri  bottoms,  and  grip  the  granite 
of  the  Rockies,  and  grow  luxurious  upon  the  sunny  slopes  of  the 
Pacific ;  the  national  genius  must  come  to  self  consciousness  in  the 
breath  of  the  pine  woods,  upon  the  wind-swept  pariries  and  by 
the  inland  seas,  and  gain  keenness  of  vision  and  far  out  look  from 
the  western  mountain  sides,  before  the  Representative  ^lan  could 
come. 

LINCOLN'S  CONFIDENCE  IN  THE  SANITY  OF  THE  rEOPLE. 

Only  from  such  sources  as  Lincoln  drew  could  he  have  ac- 
quired the  confidence  which  was  his  in  the  ultimate  sanity  of 
'the  people  which  is  one  of  the  most  notable  characteristics  and 
moral  results  from  our  democracy  so  far.  His  pohtical  aphorisms 
live,  because  the  best  expressions  yet  found  for  the  ideals  and 
convictions  that  have  taken  shape  in  the  thoughts  of  the  people. 
One  of  the  most  memorable  of  these  aphorisms  is  the  saying  that 
''you  can  fool  all  the  people  a  part  of  the  time,  and  a  part  of 
the  people  all  of  the  time,  but  you  can't  fool  all  the  people  all 
the  time." 

Lincoln  Ix'lieved  in  strong  government,  believed  this  as  firmly 
as  Hamilton;  but  if  you  scratched  Hatnilton  you  found  an  aristo- 
crat, distrustful  of  the  people,  while  in  Lincoln  this  ultimate  con- 
fidence in  the  sanity  of  the  people  was  fundamental  in  his  poli- 
tical creed.  And  I  take  it  that  this  ultimate  confidence  in  tht 
sanity  of  the  people  has  found  its  best  expression  in  this  "rich 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION? 


259 


representative  n.an"  .hom  the  Middle  ^^  est  gave  to  he  naUon 
in  its  hour  of  perilous  need.  No  president  has  ever  hstened  vvtth 
so  sensitive  an  ear  to  the  n^ultiform  voice  of  the  people 

An*  this  confidetKe  in  the  sanity  of  the  people  was  a  con- 
fidence in  the  sanity  of  the  American  people  w.th  - 
Saxon  political  hl.tory  and  experience,  with  F^^^^^J^; 
„an  enthusiasm  for  liberty,  with  their  Scotch-Ir>sh  and  Scand: 
navian  love  of  freedom  and  their  homogeneity. 

A.ruCAT.ON  O,  UXCOLN'S  PKINCIP,S..S  TO  PKESENT  PROBLEMS. 

We  have  no  warrant  for  assuming  that  Lincoln,  if  he  were 
here  at  this  hour,  would  stand  for  the  immediate  or  remote  poh- 
tical  independence  of  the  PhU.ppmes,  or  of  any  Peoples  "nprepared 
for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  under  indepen- 
dent government.    NN'hat  Lincoln  would  say,  if  he  were  here,  w 
n.ay  not  be  rash  enough  to  assert.    The.  issues  now  pending  a  e 
very  different  from  those  of  the  6o's.    The  problems  are  of  quite 
anodier  kind.    XX'e  n.ay  perhaps  assume  that  a  man  of  L.nco  n  . 
political  sagacity  would  never  undertake  to  carry 
principle  to  an  extreme  conclusion  in  practical  governmen  .    \M  a 
would  have  been  the  result  of  Lincoln's  policy  and  spin   had  he 
lived  through  the  period  of  .  reconstruction^  we  can  onb'  g«e- 
Lincoln  had  his  limitations.    He  was  no  financier.    He  d  d 
grasp' with  a  master  mind  the  problems  of  national  finance,  he  did 
not  attenrpt  their  solution.    He  dealt  with  men  in  their  norma 
and  political  relations,  wherever  there  was  scope  for_  great-hearted 
and  generous-spirited  policy.    For  a  discernment  ot  the  practical 
from  the  unpractical  in  the  actual  political  affairs  of  the  nation, 
there   Lincoln    was    .listinctly    a   successful    leader.     If  I  mav 
venture    the    expression    of    a    personal    opinion,     I  believe 
that  much  of  the  irritation  and  many  of  the  blunders  of  recon- 
struction wouUl  have  been  avoided  or  lessened  under  Lincdn  s 
leadership.     If   1  may  venture  another  opinion,   I   believe  that 
Lincoln  wouUl  have  been  the  last  to  stan<l  arbitrarily  and  abso  ute- 
,  Iv  for  the  immediate  independence  of  the  l>hilippines.  1  behev. 
none  sooner  than  he  would  have  recognized  .  the  fact  that  c.vd 
libertv  mav  not  always  be  conserved  by  political  independence. 
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Lincoln  was  ready  to  go  to  what  others  considered  an  extreme 
limit  of  generosity  in  giving  power  to  the  people  of  the  South 
and  give^them  control  of  local  affairs  and  a  voice  in  the  govern- 
ment. I  believe  he  would  have  been  advocating  . a  like  generous 
policy  towards  the  Philippines. 

ANOTHER  ETHICAIv  PRINCIPLE  OF  DEMOCRACY. 

Another  ethical  principle  of  democracy,  therefore  closely  akin 
to  this  confidence  in  the  sanity  of  people  as  a  whole,  is  a  respect 
for  aiid  a  belief  in  that  which  is  local.  Democracy  does  not  aim 
to  blur  society  into  an  indistinguishable  mass..  The  firmness  of 
texture  of  the  national  fabric  is  due  to  the  integrity  of  these 
local  strands.  Every  locality,  as  well  as  every  individual,  should 
have  fair  and  respectful  representation.  This  gives  variety  and 
richness  and  strength  to  the  national  structure,  and  we  may  say, 
I  think,  that  the  western  men,  by  their  sturdy  independence,  have 
made  this  principle  felt  and  respected  in  our  national  life. 
■  . ■•  ■  Emerson,  in  his  famous  historical  discourse  at  Concord,  as- 
sorted concerning  the  New  England  town-meeting,  that  there 
"every  opinion  had  utterance;  every  objection,  every  fact,  every 
acre  of  land,  every  bushel  of  rye,  its  ful^  weight." 

And  this  principle  is  fundamental  and  dearly  cherished  in  the 
republican  democracy  of  our  country.  Conflicting  sectional  in- 
terests thus  adjust  themselves  and  free  discussion  and  adequate 
and  fair  representation  are  safety-valves.  Free  men  will  usually 
be  reasonable  if  they  have  a  fair  hearing  even  if  they  do  not 
get  their  wishes  fully  granted,  but  without  a  hearing  their  smoth- 
ered discontent  bodes  ill  to  the  state.  The  answer  of  Kentucky, 
then  Western  Virgina,  to  the  Eastern  men  who  presisted  in  keep- 
ing political  control  of  the  West,  because  as  they  argued,  these 
westerners  did  not  understand  politics,  was  characteristic  of  Amer- 
ican democracy.  "It  may  be",  they  said,  ''that  we  do  not  know 
as  much  about  politics  and  government  as  our  wiser  brothers  of 
the  East;  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  even  a  fool  can  put  on 
his  own  clothes  better  than  a  wise  man  can  do  it  for  him." 
Lincoln  had  profoundcst  sympathy  for  this  democratic  feeling  and 
a  statesman's  conception  of  its  importance.    He  of  all  men,  could 
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hear  the  smothered  voice  of  the  South  in  '65  and  was  alread> 
planning  to  give  her  fair  and  adequate  representafon  m  the  coun- 
dl  of  the  nation  when  the  bullet  of  the  assassm  struek  him 

DEMOCRACY   ADDRESSING    ITSELF   TO    POLITICAL  PROBLEMS. 

\side  from  partisan  prejudices  we  may  not  all  agree  that  it 
.-as 'a  sublime  spectacle  and  a  signf^cant  result    fourteen  years 
ago  when  a  whole  nation  applied  itself,  with  deepest  mte 
to  the  most  abstract  and  yet  most  fundamental  principles  of  fana.  e 
and  when  most  men  worked  their  way  to  something  like  u.te  1  - 
gent  convictions  upon  this  subject.    It  was  the  answer  of  t,  e 
western  world  standing  for  demoracy  and  democratic  ideals  and  b  - 
Zl^  in  the  ethics  of  democracy,  to  the  old  world  tenaciously 
hSg  to  rovalty  and  aristocracy  and  the  privileges  and  power 
of  clats     Leckv  has  recently  reiterated  the  old  charge  against 
d  mo  racv,  that' it  is  the  rule  of  the  mob  and  government  t,-  the 
least  fit.  the  placing  of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  incompetent. 

THE  PEOPLE  STEADFAST  IK  THEIR  LOYALITY. 

In  the  personalitv  of  Lincoln,  democracy  makes  answer.  He 
believed  profoundlv  in  the  ultimately  political  and  moral  sanity 
o     he  people   and  the  people  returned  the  confidence  of  heir 
:  e  I  leade  .    In  '63  and  63  and  64.  when  powerful  men,  from 
modves  which  we  can  now  scarcely  understand,  -u  d  have  und  r^ 
nnned  and  defeated  the  president,  the  people  stood  b>  h  m  a  i d 
would  not  beUeve  his  traducers.    It  is  perhaps  °"    °^  f 
illustrations  of  the  fact  that  the  power  of  personali  >  is  not  less 
b  t  heater  in  a  republic  that  in  any  other  form  ot  government. 
This  oV  course  ofTers  temptation  to  the  part  of  the  demagogtie_ 
b\rthe  demagogue  is  only  the  betrayer  of  the  people  s  trust  and 
one  o    the  tofttest  principles  of  democracy,  and  that  people  is 
stupid  indeed  that  does  not  sooner  or  later  discover  the  demagogue^ 
Tru   character  has  also  its  reward  and  no  judgment  this  side  of  he 
eternal  is  more  final,  either  in  condemnation  or  in  approval,  than 
tie  uhmate  Judgment  of  a  free,  intelligent  and  moral  people. 

IMPERIALISM   OF  DEMOCR.\CY. 

Instead  of  accepting  the  judgment  of  the  detractor  of  de- 
-     mocracv,  let  us  rather  say,  that  democracy  makes  possible  a  fear- 
lessnes;  and  independence  of  spirit,  a  resourcefulness  of  mtel- 
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lectual  and  an  invincible  power  of  will,  an  imperialism  of  character 
such  as  no  other  form  of  government  can  equal. 

Of  imperialism  which  could  not  brook  opposition,  which  would 
rule  or  ruin,  of  that  kind  of  .imperialism  which  disdains  to  re- 
cognize the  sentiments  and  convictons  of  the  people,  the  old 
world  has  furnshed  abundant  illustrations  but  it  has  remained 
for  democracy  to  illustrate  an  imperialism  and  an  independence 
of  character  carried  to  its  throne  of  influence  and  power,  not  in 
oppcsiticn  to  but  by  reason  of  the  possession  of  a  magnanimity 
like  the  magnanimity  of  Jesus  Christ. 

r.INCOLX's  DEMOCRATIC  MAGXAXIMITY. 

At  a  late  hour  of  his  second  election  Lincoln  in  answer  to 
serenade  said,  ''I  am  grateful  to  each  for  this  approval  of  die 
people.  But  while  deeply  thankful  for  this  mark  of  the  con- 
fidence in  me,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  my  gratitude  is  free  from 
any  taint  of  personal  triumph.  It  is  not  my  nature  to  triumph  over 
anyone,  but  I  give  thanks  to  "Almighty  God  for  this  evidence  of 
the  people's  resolution  to  stand  by  free  government  and  the  rights 
of  mankind."  .  ... ,  ...  -  ■ 

THD  DKATllBED  SCi-Ni:  AND  THE  TRIBUTE  OF  STANTON. 

Around  the  deathbed  of  Lincoln  was  a  notable  group  of 
men,  men  who  had  wrought  together  with  their  striken  chief 
throughout  the  crucial  years  of  the  Civil  War,,  at  one  of  the 
momentous  tasks  of  the  ages.  Among  them  was  the  iron  min- 
ister, Edwin  McALasters  Stanton,  and  from  his  lips  came  one  of 
the  highest  tributes  ever  paid  to  statesman  or  ruler.  "There  lies", 
said  he,  "the  most  perfect  ruler  of  men  the  world  has  ever  seen." 

None  could  know  this  better  than  vStanton.  Lincoln  had  ruled 
him.  And  this  leadership  has  developed  from  the  most  inaus- 
picious beginning. 

Stanton  made  no  attempt  to  cancel  his  contempt  for  Lincoln, 
the  western  lawyer,  when  they  first  met  in  the  famous  McCormick" 
case.  He  referred  to  him  as  "long,  lank  creature  from  Illinois, 
wearing  a  dirty  linen  duster  for  a  coat  on  the  back  of  which 
prespiratinn  had  ■;i)l(,)tche(l  wide  stains  that  resembled  a  map 
of  the  continent."    And  Mr.  Lincoln  overheard  Mr.  Stanton  re 
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mark,  "Where  did  that  long-armed  creature  come  from,  and  what 
can  he  expect  to  do  in  this  case?"' 

Lincoln,  who  was  as  free  as  mortal  man  could  be  from  har- 
boring sentiments  of  resentment  towards  anyone,  did  say  of  this 
experience,  "I  have  never  been  so  brutally  treated  as  by  that 
man  Stanton." 

This  cordial  dislike  remained.  Stanton  was  a  good  hater  and 
his  ill  opinion  of  Lincoln  ripened  into  a  sarcastic  and  bitter  and 
outspoken  depreciation  of  Lincoln  after  the  latter  became  presi- 
dent. Writing  to  :\lajor  General  Dix  in  the  early  months  of  Lin- 
coln's administration,  '"Xo  one  can  imagine  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  this  city.  (Washington)  and  the  hazard  of  the  government, 
who  did  not  witness  the  weakness  and  panic  of  the  administration, 
and  the  painful  imbecility  of  Lincoln."  And  to  the  ex-president, 
Stanton  wrote,  "A  strong  feeling  of  distrust  in  the  candor  and 
sincerity  of  Lincoln  personally  and  of  his-  cabinet  has  sprung  up, 
so  that  no  one  speaks  of  Lincoln  or  any  member  of  his  cabinet 
with  respect  or  regard."  "In  less  than  thirty -days  IJavis  will 
be  in  possession  of  Washington.  It  is  certain  that  the  adminis- 
tration is  panic  stricken  for  some  cause."  Of  the  first  Bull  Run 
defeat,  he  wrote,  "The  imbecility  of  this  administration  culminated 
in  that  catastrophe.  An  irretrievable  misfortune,  and  national 
disgrace  never  to  be  forgotten  are  to  be  added  to  the  ruin  of  all 
peaceful  pursuits  and  national  bankruptcy,  as  a  result  of  Lincoln's 
running  the  machine  for  five  months.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
some  changes  may  take  place  in  the  war  and  navy  departments, 
but  none  beyond  these  two  until  Jeff  Davis  turns  out  the  whole 
concern."  He  "courteously"  referred  to  Lincoln  as  "the  original 
gorilla." 

In  spite  of  all  this  in  January,  1862,  Lincoln  nominated  Stan- 
ton as  secretary  to  succeed  Cameron.  Stanton  was  a  staunch 
democrat  but  an  uncompromising  and  loyal  Union  man. 

Stanton  accepted  and  said,  "I  will  make  Abe  Lincoln  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."  Stanton  was  himself  an  imperious  man. 
He  might  have  been  selected  as  the  born  ruler.  An  Iron  will,  tre- 
mendous power  of  brain  and  purpose,  a  massive  man  with  pre-' 
digious' capacity  for  hard  work,  he  was  one  of  the  ten  thousand 
to  command. 
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Yet  in  the  patient,  absolutely  self-mastered  Lincoln  he  found 
his  own  master.  After  three  years  of  service  in  which  Stanton 
made  a  record  as  war  minister,  surpassed  by  few  of  the  great  war 
''-ministers  of  history,  he  could  say  of  Lincoln  without  stint  or 
reserve,  "There  lies  the  most  perfect  ruler  of  men  the  world  has 
ever  ^seen."  ~  ■ 

OTHER  INSTANCES  OT   LINCOLN'S  MAGNANIMITY. 

Such  was  the  magnanimity  of  Lincoln  when  he  appointed  Salmon 
Chase  to  the  supreme  court.  Such  was  his  magnanimity  in  his 
attitude  and  spirit  in  the  work  of  reconstruction,  already  beginning 
before  his  death  and  for  which,  I  believe,  he  had  a  greater  genius 
than  for  war.  Such  was  his  magninimity  in  his  treatment  of 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  his  political  foe,  but  his  firm  friend  at  the 
last  and  his  royal  supporter  for  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  In  all 
the  state  papers  and  speeches  of  Lincoln,  filling  tw^o  large  volumes, 
written  or  uttered  many  of  them  in  the  awful  agony  and  passion 
of  civil  war,  one  searches  in  vain  for  an  uncharitable  word  or  the 
revelation  of  an  unchistian  spirit.  I  do  not  know  of  such  charity 
save  at  Calvary.  ,  . 

THE  SAVIOR  OB'  HIS  COUNTRY. 

Lincoln  has  been  called  the   Savior  of  his  country.  This 
designation  is  appropriate,  for  he  entered,  in  a  very  profound 
sense  into  the  nation's  sorrow  and  made  it  his  own.    One  of  the 
masterpieces  of  the  literature  of  the  ages  is  the  53rd  of  Isaiah,  in 
which  the  prophet  personifies  the  nation  as  though  it  were  a 
suffering  servant  of  Jehovah.     This  ideal  picture  of  one  who  . 
seemed  smitted  on  God,  upon  whom  our  iniquities  were  laid  and 
the  chastisement  of  our  peace,  was  never  realized  in  full  until 
he  who  hung  upon  Calvary  said,  in  his  final  prayer,  "Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."    I  trust  it  will 
not  seem  irreverent  for  me  to  place  beside  this  prophetic  utterance 
another  great  piece  of  literature  that  will  live,  even  though  all     ■  y'' 
else  should  perish  to  which  our  nation  has  given  birth.    I  mean 
the  address  of  President  Lincoln  at  the  dedication  of  the  cemetery 
at  Gettysburg. 

Lincoln  had  closed  his  first  inaugural  March  4,   1861,  with 
these  matchless  words:    "We  are  not  enemies,  but  friends.  We 
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must  not  be  enemies.  Though  passion  may  have  strained,  it  must 
not  break  our  bonds  of  affection.  The  mystic  chords  of  memory, 
stretching  from  every  battlefield  and  patriot  grave  to  every  hvmg 
heart  and  hearth  stone  all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell 
the  chorus  of  the  union  when  again  touched,  as  surely  they 
will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of  our  nation."  At  the  time  ot  his 
Gettysburg  address  the  awful  tragedy  had  gone  forward,  the 
sorrow  had  deepened,  it  was  the  opportune  moment  provided. 
There  was  a  soul  great  enough  and  a  vision  far  reaching  enough 
for.  the  prophetic  word  to  be  spoken,  and  that  word  Lincoln 
uttered. 

LINCOLN   INCARNATED  THE   IDEALS  OE  DEMOCRACY. 

Out  of  the  deepest  sorrow  comes  the  deepest  inspiration,  and 
out  from  the  darkness,  the  struggle  and  the  strain,  the  true 
prophet  comes  with  clearest  and  furthest  vision.  I  believe  we 
must  say,  that  if  there  be  any  man  in  our  history,  up  to  the 
present  hour,  who  adequately  incarnates  the  ideals  of  democracy 
it  is  Lincoln.  •.  ^ 

Such  was  Lincoln,  'The  Man  of  the  People." 

"The  color  of  the  ground  was  in  him,  t^ie  red  earth  ; 

The  tang  and  odor  of  the  primal  things— 

The  rectitude  and  patience  of  the  rocks ; 

The  gladness  of  the  wind  that  shakes  the  corn  ; 

The  courage  of  the  bird  that. dares  the  sea; 

The  justice  of  the  rain  that  loves  all  leaves; 

The  pity  of  the  snow  that  hides  all  scars; 

Tlic  loving  kindness  of  the  wayside  well; 

The  tolerance  and  equity  of  light 
That  gives  us  freely  to  the  shrinking  weed 
As  to  the  great  oak  flaring  in  the  wind — 
To  tlie  grave's  low  hill  as  to  the  Matterhorn, 
That  shoulders  out  the  sky. 

And  so  he  came. 
From  prairie  cabin  up  to  Capitol, 
One  fair  ideal  led  our  chieftain  on. 
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Forevermore  he  burned  to  do  bis  deed 

With  the  fine  stroke  and  gesture  of  a  king. 

He  built  the  rail-pile  as  he  built  the  State, 

Pouring  his  splendid  strength  through  every  blow. 

The  conscience  of  him  testing  every  stroke, 

To  make  his  deed  the  measure  of  a  man.  ' 

So  came  the  Captain  with  the  mighty  heart: 

He  held  his  place—     -    '  .■  • '  \ 
Held  on  through   blame  and  faltered  not  at  praise. 
And  when  he  fell  in  whirlwind,  he  went  down 
As  when  a  kingly  cedar  green  with  boughs 
Goes  down  with  a  great  shout  upon  the  hills, 
And  leaves  a  lonesome  place  against  the  sky." 
Governor  Vessey :    I  want  to  congratulate  every  member  of 

this  audience  because  they  have  been  here  during  this  address.  We 

will  now  listen  to  a  solo  by  Mr.  Hedge. 

THE  FORMAL  DEDICATION. 

The  formal  dedication  was  conducted  by  Pierre  lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  under  a  special  dispensation 
granted  by  the  grand  lodge,  and  occurred  in' the  rotunda  of  the 
capitol  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  beautiful,  special  ritual 
for  the  occasion  was  written  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Otto 
Linstad,  C.  E.  Swanson,  C.  B.  Billinghurst  and  Charles  S.  Whiting. 

In  preparation  for  the  ceremony  a  dais  had  been  erected  on 
the  northeast  side  of  the  rotunda  upon  which  the  members  of 
the  capitol  commission,  and  the  officers  of  the  lodge  were  seated. 

A  tremendous  throng  had  assembled  from  every  section  of 
the  state,  and  the  corridors  of  the  capitol  were  crowded  to  their 
fullest  capacity.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  appointed  hour.  Com- 
pany A.  South  Dakota  National  Guard,  filed  in  from  the  front  of 
.the  capitol,  cleared  the  rotunda  and  formed  double  lines  through 
which  the  Fourth  Regiment  band  marched  to  a  position  on  the 
balcony  of  the  second  floor.  The  officers  of  the  lodge  and  the 
members  in  regalia  then  came  in.  the  (officers  proceeding  to  the  dais 
and  the  members  taking  places  in  the  center  of  the  rotunda.  Heralds 
were  posted  in  elevated  positions,  north,  east,  south  and  west. 


.5   •y'^iv'l  IfUr 


^jTA  V    [■  '')(  51".'.'  •'('} 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


The  officers  were  as  follows  : 

Charles  S.  Whiting,  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  grand 
master.  .      ^  .  ' 

Adolph  W.  Ewert,  grand  marshal. 
O.  S.  I>asford,  grand  chaplain. 
William  Grebing,  Herald  of  Liberty. 
E.  C.  Kindiey,  Herald  of  Equality. 
C.  E.  Wisard,  Herald  of  Justice. 
Otto  Linstad",  Grand  Herald. 

Governor  Robert  S.  Vessey,  for  the  capitol  commission. 

Opening  the  formal  ceremony,  Governor  Vessey  said: 

Most  Noble  Sir:  Being  desirous  that  this  building  should  be 
dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by  your  honorable  order, 
we,  'the  capitol  commission,  have  solicited  your  attendance  upon 
the  present  occasion  and  hope  that  it  may  now  be  your  pleasure 
■  to  proceed  in  the  performance  of  that  service.  The  necessary 
preparations  are  all  made,  and  now  await  your  direction. 

Grand  Marshal :  Honored  Sir :  In  compliance  with  your 
request  so  politely  tendered,  I  now  proceed  to  discharge  the  duty 
desired,  hoping  that  this  building  here  completed,  with  satisfac- 
tion to  the  owners  and  profit  to  the  workmen,  may  long  endure, 
peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  abounding  with  this  people  and 
justice  always  prevailing. 

Grand  Marshal:  Let  us  be  attentive  while  the  grand  chaplain 
invokes  the  Divine  blessing. 

Grand  Chaplain  :  Direct  us.  O  Lord,  in  aU  our  doings,  with 
Thy  most  precious  favor,  and  further  us  with  Thy  continual  help, 
that,  in  all  our  works  begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  Thee,  we 
may  glorify  Thy  holy  name,  and  finally,  l)y  Thy  mercy,  obtain 
everlasting  life.  Amen. 

Opening  ode: 

Brethren  of  our  friendly  Order, 

Honor  here  asserts  her  sway ; 
All  within  our  sacred  border 

Must  her  high  commands  obey. 
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Join,  Odd  Fellowship  of  -brothers, 

In  this  song-  of  truth  and  love ; 
Leave  dispute  and  strife  to  others, 

We  in  harmony  must  move. 

Honor  to  her  court  invites  us —  • 

Worthy"  subjects  let  us  prove — 
Strong"  the  chain  that  here  unites  us, 

Linked  with  Frindship,  Truth  and  Love. 

In  our  hearts  enshrined  and  cherished, 

May  these  feelings  ever  bloom- 
Failing  not  when  life  has  perished, 
    Living  still  beyond  the  tomb.  -- 

Grand  Marshal:  Most  Worthy  Grand  blaster,  it  is  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  the  capitol  commission  of  this  commonwealth,  that 
the  ceremony  of  dedicating  this  edifice  to  the  uses  and  purposes 
for  which  it  is  erected  do  now  proceed.         '  " 

WORTHY  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Capitol  Commission:  In  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  the  State 
of  South  Dakota,  I  accept  for  dedication  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  has  been  erected,  this  splendid  building.  To  you  the 
present  occasion  must  be  one  especially  gratifying.  Today  you 
witness  the  consummation  of  that  for  which  you  have  ardently 
toiled  and  hoped,  today  you  hail  the  completion  of  that  for  which 
you  have  zealously  and  faithfully  labored — and  today  you  receive 
the  plaudits  and  well  deserved  thanks  of  your  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  fair  state. 

I  congratulate  you  and  your  predecessors  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  this  beautiful  edifice  which  stands  in  all  its  splendor, 
the  free  gift  of  this  nation,  and  which  we  are  about  to  dedicate 
to  the  underlying  principles  of  all  perfect  government,  liberty, 
equality  and  justice.  It  is  that  liberty  for  which  our  forefathers 
died;  it  is  that  equality  upon  whose  altar  the  life  of  the  great 
Lincoln  was  laid  as  a  sacrifice;  it  is  that  justice  for  which  all  good 
men  during    all  time  have  striven  and  without  which  no  govern- 
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ment  can  long  survive,  to  which  \vc  would  dedicate  this  monument. 
It  is/ therefore,  not  so  much  this  temple  made  by  mortal  hands, 
beautiful  and  grand  almost  beyond  compare  thoui^h  it  be,  but 
rather  the  principles  for  which  it  must  stand  that  should  demand 
our  attention.  These  principles  have  been  exemplified  and  pre- 
served by  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  from  the  day  of  its 
birth  and  today  we  stand  proudly  forth  among  the  sisterhood  of 
states  wdthout  a  stain  upon  our  escutcheon  and  it  will  be  well  for 
those  to  whose  care  the  duties  of  state  shall  be  hereafter  entrusted 
and  who  shall  serve  the  people  within  the  walls  of  this  beautiful 
building,  to  realize  that  it  is  no  light  task  for  them  to  so  conduct 
the  affairs  of  this  great  state,  that  their  record  may  bring  to  them 
glory  the  equal  of  that  which  has  come  to  those  who  during  the 
past  score  of  years  labored  within  the  walls  of  that  rude  struc- 
ture whose  existence  remains  to  us  only  as  a  dream.  These  men 
have  left  us  a  grand  heritage,  let  us  well  care  for  and  preserve  the 
same. 

The  principles  upon  which  all  true  government  must  be 
founded  are  eternal.  The  strength  of  a  government  so  founded 
is  not  in  the  wealth  of  -its  people  as  wealth  is  usually  reckoned, 
nor  in  its  armies,  nor  is  it  to  be  guaged  by  fhe  grandeur  or  beauty 
of  any  monument  such  as  this  one  which  has  been  built  by  human 
hands — it  lies  within  the  people  themselves,  within  their  hearts 
and  their  minds,  and  is  dependent  upon  whether  or  not  such 
people  are  inspired  with  those  principles  that  make  their  possessors 
truly  great.  If  our  government  is  to  continue,  as  we  believe  it 
is  destined,  until  the  walls  of  this  beautiful  capitol  shall  have 
crumbled  to  dust,  it  will  be  at  the  price  of  eternal  vigilance  in 
preserving  that  liberty,  equality  and  justice  to  which  our  fathers 
have  dedicated  and  to  which  we  believe  God  has  consecrated  this 
nation,  a  vigilance  which  can  only  cease  when  that  happy  time 
shall  come,  when  all  people  shall  be^  inspired  with  the  pure  prin- 
ciples of  friendship,  love  and  truth,  the  three  links  that  shall 
bind  humanity  into  a  bond  of  universal  brotherhood,  and  every 
man  shall  reflect  in  his  nature  and  relations  the  image  of  the 
Great  Deputy  Grand  ?^laster  who  was  sent  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
on  High  that  all  miglit  be  fitted  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  'blaster 
in  that  beautiful  City  not  made  by  hands. 
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Psalm  CXXIL 

Grand  Master :  .  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let 
me  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord! 

Response:  Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  O  Jeru- 
salem! 

Grand  blaster:  Jerusalem  is  built  as  a  city  that  is  compact 
together  (at  unity  in  itself). 

Response:  Whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord, 
unto  the  testimony  of  Israel,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of 
the  Lord. 

Grand  Master:  For  there  are  set  thrones  of  judgment,  the 
thrones  of  the  house  of  David. 

Response:  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem;  they  shall  pros- 
per that  love  thee. 

Grand  ?^[aster:  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and .  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces. 

Response:  For  my  brethern  and  companions'  sakes,  I  will 
now  say.  Peace  be  within  thee! 

Grand  Master:  liecause  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God, 
I  will  seek  the  good. 

Response  :    Sojje  it. 

Grand  ^^laster :  Hear— hear— hear,  all  men :  By  the  au- 
thority and  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  I  dedicate 
this  building  to  Liberty,  Equality  and  Justice,  and  by  this  solemn 
act  I  hereby  declare  it  duly  dedicatecl.  The  Grand  Marshal  will 
please  cause  this  dedication  to  be  appropriately  proclaimed. 

Grand  Marshal:  l>rothers  Grand  Heralds  of  the  East,  South, 
West  and  North,  by  the  solemn  act  of  the  :^Iost  Worthy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Dakota,  this  edifice  is  duly 
dedicated  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected — for  the  pro- 
motion and  esta])lishment  <jf  Liberty,  Equality  and  Justice  in  their 
fullest  extent.  It  is  his  will  and  pleasure  that  the  same  be  pro- 
claimed, which  duty  you  will  perf(jrm. 

^  Herald  of  Liberty:  Hear,  all  men— r»y  command  of  the 
Most  Worthy  Grand  Master  and  in  the  name  of  Liberty  and  for 
its  protection,  I  proclaim  this  building  dedicated. 
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Herald  of  Equality :  Hear,  all  men — By  command  of  our 
Most  Worthy  Grand  Master,  I  proclaim  this  building  dedicated 
to  the  promotion  of  Equality  among  mankind. 

Herald  of  Justice:  Hear,  all  men — by  command  of  our 
Most  Worthy  Grand  Master,  I  proclaim  this  building  dedicated 
to  the  establishment  of  Justice. 

.  Grand  Herald  :  Hear — hear — hear,  ye  all  men !  By  com- 
mand of  our  Most  Worth5^  Grand  Master,  I  proclaim  this  build- 
ing dedicated  to  Liberty,  Equality^  and  Justice.  Our  forefathers 
have  wisely  made  these  principles  the  corner  stones  of  this  gov- 
ernment. Upon  their  solid  bases  the  whole  superstructure  has 
securely  rested,  and,  as  we  believe,  is  destined  immovably  to  re- 
pose until  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Grand  Marshal:  ]\Iost  Worthy  Grand  ^Master — Proclamation 
has  gone  forth  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  that  all  men 
may  hear  and  know  that  the  true  principles  underlying  all  just 
o^ovemment  have  here  a  dwelling  place. 

Grand  Master :  The  Grand  Chaplain  will  now  address  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

Grand  Chaplain :  We  humbly  beseech  Thee,  O  God,  to  bless 
this  edifice -and  consecrate  it  to  the  promotion  of  the  good  objects 
to  which  it  has  this  day  been  set  apart.  Let  Thy  protecting  care 
be  over  the  men  who  shall  be  called  from  among  the  people  to 
serve  them  within  its  walls.  Keep  their  feet  upon  the  right  path 
and  guide  them  by  Thy  power  in  the  way  everlasting.  Make  them 
faithful  to  their  duties  and  zealous  in  every  good  work,  so  that 
when  the  solemn  close  of  life  comes,  the  .soul  of  each  may  be 
stayed  upon  Thee.  And  unto  Thee,  our  God  and  Father,  be 
ascribed  glory  and  dominion,  and  power,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Grand  Master :  Grand  Marshal,  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  I 
direct  you  to  deliver  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota, 
through  their  chief  magistrate,  this  building  which  we  have  today 
dedicated. 

Grand  Marshal:  Governor  Vessey,  to  you  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  great  people  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  we  now 
deliver  into  your  hands  this  beautiful  temple  which  has  been  dedi- 
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catecl  to  the  principles  of  Liberty,  Equality  and  Justice.  May  all 
the  influences  that  flow  hence  be  good  and  for  good  now  and 
forever.  Amen. 

Response :    So  may  it  be  ! 

Grand  Chaplain :  Now  unto  him  wlio  is  able  to  keep  you 
from  falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of 
His  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  I  commend  you  and  the  whole 
family  of  man.  And  to  Plim,  the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,  be 
glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  now  and  forever.  Amen. 

Music  by  Fourth  Regiment  band. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  JOHN  PATTEE. 

PREFATORY  NOTE. 

Upon  the  invitation  of  the  writer,  in  the  summer  of  1900, 
Colonel  John  Pattce,  then  a  resident  of  the  soldiers'  home  at  Hot 
Springs,  began  to  write  his  recollections  of  his  military  career 
in  the  Indian  war  of  1862-66,  during  which  period  he  was  in 
command  of  troops  in  the  Dakota  country,  and  from  time  to  time 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  his  infirmities  due  to  advanced 
age  permitted,  he  jotted  down  such  things  as  came  to  his  memory 
and  as  far  as  possible  verified  them  by  official  reports.  At  his 
death  he  entrusted  the  manuscript  to  his  comrade  at  the  Home/ 
who  also  had  serv^ed  with  him  in  the  Dakota  campaigns,  Thomas 
Tate,  a  member  of  the  Dakota  cavalry,  and  from  Mr.  Tate  they 
ultimately  came  into  the  possession  of  this  society.  Finding  the 
manuscript  throws  a  good  deal  of  new  light  upon  the  operations 
of  those  days  and  particularly  upon  the  location  of  the  posts  at 
Sioux  Falls  and  at  Rockport  upon  the  James,  as  well  as  upon  the 
rescue  of  the  Shetak  captives  and  the  campaigns  in  which  the 
Dakota  cavalry  took  part,  the  committee  upon  printing  has  deemed 
it  wise  to  give  the  story  publicity  in  this  volume  of  our  collec- 
tions. 

John  Pattec,  the  author,  was  born  in  Canada  in  1821.  In 
his  youth  he  immigrated  to  Pennsylvania  and  thence  to  Iowa. 
In  the  later  state  he  was  elected  and  served  a  term  as  state 
auditor,  and  on  September  14,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Fourteenth  Iowa  infantry,  and  was  chosen  captain  of  the  com- 
pany and  assigned  to  duty  on  the  Dakota  frontier.  Pie  was. 
mustered  out  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  on  June  22,  i'866,  with  the 
rank,  brevet  brigadier  general,  having  served  as  captain,  major, 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  brevet  colonel.  After  his  discharge  he 
spent  most  of  his  remaining  years  on  the  Missouri  in  Dakota  and 
in  the  Black  Hills.  He  died  of  heart  faikire  in- the  Home  Xovem- 
ber  30,  1901,  and  was  buried  in  the  Home  cemetery. — D.  R. 

Folio — 18. 
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BY  UKUTCNANT  COLONEL  JOHN  PATTI-E.        .    ■  " 

On  th  26th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1861,  I  crossed  the  Big 
Sioux  River  from  Iowa  into  Dakota  Territory  for  the  first  time 
with  Companies  A,  B,  and  C  of  the  14th  Iowa  Vohmteer  infantry, 
numbering-  299  men  who  had  been  mustered  into  the  Lmted  States 
service  on  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  October,  1861.  (i) 

We  went  into  camp  a  Httle  below  there  (2)  and  stayed  until 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  when  we  started  for  Fort  Randall,  and 
reached  Elk  Point  a  little  after,  noon  ;  the  next  day  we  reached 
a  point  about  one  mile  above  Vermillion.    On  -the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber we  made  camp  on  the  west  side  of  the  James  River.    On  the 
1st  of  December  we  camped  at  a  small  lake  eight  miles  above 
the  city  of  Yankton,  (3)  which  was  then  the  capital  of  the  terri- 
tory.   The  day  was  intensely  cold,  with,  the  strong  wind  in  our 
faces,  and  the.  men  suffered,  more  than  on  ,  any  other  day  since 
we  left  Iowa  City.  Iowa.    On  the  2d  of  December  it  was  not  quite 
so  cold  and  we. camped  on  a- small  creek  about  three  miles  from 
Bon  Ilcmme.  (4)    December  3^1  we  camped  on  the  west  branch 
of  Choteau  Creek,  where  we  enlisted  three  men  and  mustered  them 
into  the  srvicc.    Their  names  were  as  follows:  Columbus  Irish, 
Jerome  Irish,  (5)  Lewis .  Young.  (6) 

At  this  camp  we  were  overtaken  by  the  stage  from  Sioux 
City,  and  as  I  had  been .  requested  by  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Randall,  (7)  I  took  a  seat  in  the  stage  with  the  quarter- 
master of  the  battalion  and  went  on  to  the  Yankton  agency  that 


1  The  remainder  of  the  roffiment  went  south  and  was  practicaUy 
country      it  !C'^<?  near  Uio  western  edge  of  Yankton  county. 

fron^^threa^.M.od^^In.Uan^  j,,,,    Homme,   a  Soutn 

^^^'r'F'or  'history  of  Fort  Randall  see  Vol.  1  South  Dakota  Itlstorlcal 
Collections.  '  290  et  seq.  ...  . 
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night  and  to  the  fort  the  next  morning,  while  the  troops  camped 
in  the  first  timber  above  the  agency.  I  found  two  companies  of 
the  4th  U.  S.  artillery  (8)  at  Fort  Randall  under  the  command  of 
First  Lieutenant  Thomas  Tennant,(9)  a  bright  and  agreeable 
gentleman.  He  had  the  papers  all  made  out  and  the  transfer 
of  the  stores  was  commenced  and  hurried  through  in  the  short- 
-est  time  possible  so  that  the  two  companies  which  had  been  ordered 
to  Kentucky  could  begin  their  long  overland  march  to  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri. 

My  troops  arrived  there  on  the  5th  and  I  assumed  command 
of  the  fort  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  day  of  December, 
1861.    It  was  to  me  a  new  and  untried  business,  but  with  an 
honest  purpose  in  view  and  302  execeptionally  good  men  to  aid 
me  I  did  the  best  I  could.    I  found  every  kind  of  artizan  and 
mechanic  that  could  be  needed;  in  fact,  professional  men  were 
not  wanting,  for  I  had  one  physician  and  one  lawyer  in  the  com- 
pany of  which  I  was  the  captain  (Company  A). 
■ The  fort  was  what  was  commonly  called  an  open  Canton- 
ment—no works  for  protection  against  the  attacks  of  an  enemy. 
The  site  selected  was  an  ideal  one  for  a  post  of  the  kind.  The 
fort  was  located  and  work  of  construction  conl^nenced  in  1856  (10) 
by  General  Harney,  then  a  .colonel,  I  believe,  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Second  regiment  of  U.  S.  Dragoons,  (ii)  The  buildings 
were  constructed  of  logs  mostly,  some  of  round  logs  and  some 
hewed  logs,   (12)   and  were  fairly  comfortable.     The  magazine 
and  guard  house  were  of  logs  hewed  both  sides,  and  were  good 
substantial  buildings.  The  store  house  for  commissary  and  quartcr- 
master's  property  were   frame  buildings  and  very  commodious. 


These    companies    had    come    into    the    country    with    Pfarney  in 

1855.' 


m 
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^'^''To"'  See  Vol.   1   South   Dakota  Historical   CoUection.   200.     For  sketch 

"ll'"sohHe^i%pocianv   equipped  for   frontier   service,   to   serve  either 

"^^^°^"lJ:;^pl^'  ^^f'th/ma^^^ia^  the    construction    of  Fort 

Randan  was  floated  down  from  Fort  l^^-^e  which  was  dismantled  by 
the  eovernment  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  Ilandall. 
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Supplies  were  sent  up  by  steam  boats  from  St.  Louis,  ^vlissouri, 
once  each  year  in  June,  at  the  time  when  there  was  the  most  water 
in  the  river.  The  hay  needed  was  cut  on  the  prairies  near  by 
and  generally  on  contract. 

As  nearly  all  the  men  in  the  command  were  from  farms  and 
workshops  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  keep  them  reasonably  busy, 
and  details  were  made  and  placed  on  what  was  called  "extra 
duty"  and  were  paid  25  cents  per  day,  thus  increasing  the  month- 
ly pay  50  per  cent.  The  most  of  the  men  were  industrious  and 
gladly  availed  themselves  of  this  extra  duty  service  and  cut  w^ood 
and  hav  for  the  use  of  the  men  and  officers  stationed  at  the  post. 
No  contracts  were  made  for  hay  or  wood  while  we  remained  at 
that  post.  There  being  a  very  good  saw  mill  at  the  post  100,000 
feet  of  lumber  was  manufactured  by  extra  duty  men  during  the 
first  year  we  were  stationed  there. 

The  Yankton  Sioux,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  lived  near 
by  and  were  very  peaceable,  and  gave  very  little  trouble.  I  heartily 
wish  I  could  say  the  same  of  all  of  the  white  people  who  lived 
along  the  river.    But  of  the  old  pioneer  settlers  along  the  river, 
some  of  them  came  from  St.  Louis,  and  some  of  these  were 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  confederate  side.  -  It  is  a  singular  fact 
that  of  the  officers  of  the  4th  U.  S.  Artillery  stationed  at  Fort 
Randall  in  the  spring  of  1861  seven  out  of  the  eight  obtained  leave 
of  absence  and  v/ent  south  and  resigned  their  conmiissions  and 
without  waiting  for  the  acceptance  of  their  resignations  accepted 
service  in  the  Confederate  army.  Captain  McCown  was  one  of  them. 
He  was  made  a  brigadier  general  and  was  killed  at  Island  No. 
10  when  that  place  was  captured  by  the  Federal  army,  and  that 
by  one  of  the  battalions  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery.   (13)  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  thought  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to  re- 
cord another  incident  that  occured  in  Tennessee  during  the  first 
year  of  the  war.    First  Lieutenant  Thomas  Tennant,  the  officer 


13.    This    is    an  error. 


.wr,    x..    ....   V   General    John    Porter   McCowan    of    the  4th 

artiUerv  was  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  enttred  the  military  academ> 
fn  18:[5  Upon  u'raduation  he  was  assigned  to  the  4th  artillery  and 
remained  w  th  it  until  his  resli;nation  to  rnter  the  Confederate  armj 
havine  T  reviouslv  h.^.-n  i-romoted  for  consi.icu.nis  bravery  in  the  Mexican 
war  He  was  a  niaior  general  in  the  C.  S.  A.,  but  survived  the  war  and 
died  January  22,  1879. 


11  -y'^  ■]>■■  ■■  • : f 

■  '      ■  ■  A'  '■  ■■ ' '  ■ 

-    ,  ■  '      i  •  <  ■''  ] 


(  ■ 


2-8  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

whom  I  relieved  at  Fort  Randall,  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point 
academv,  educated  for  the  artillery,  and  when  he  arrived  m  Ten- 
nessee wa.  placed  on  duty  as  chief  of  Artillery  on  General  Budd  s 
staff  He  was  ordered  to  make  an  examination  of  one  ot  those 
church  colleges,  where  he  found  .n^he  printing  establishment  con- 
nected with  the  college  a  large  amount  of  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facturing of  ordinance  stores,  and  the  president  explained  to  the 
lieutenant  that  it  was  machinery  for  sterilizing,  and  he  was  very 
much  surprised  when  he  was  soon  after  placed  in  arrest. 

'     (The  above  was  communicated  to  me  in  a  letter  written  to 
me  by  Lieutenant  Tennat  in  1862.) 

The  winter  of  1861-2  was  not  very  cold  and  we  got  through 
quite  pleasantlv,  and  made  some  progress  in  military  knowledge 
until  the  4th  of  February,  when  one  of  the  strangest  things  m 
my  military  experience  occured.  There  arrived  at- the  post  a  team, 
or  teams,  with  a  party  of  men  from  Yankton.  I  regret  that  I 
can't  now  remember  all  of  their  names  and  that  events  so  impor- 
tant in  historv  should  be  shrouded  in  oblivion,  but  the  mam  fea- 
tures are  indelibly  stamped  upon  my  memory  ^as  though  they  took 
place  yesterday. 

Foremost  among  those  .visitors  in  pohit  of  rank  was  General 
Charles  Booge  (14)  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  or  Yankton.  Dakota 
Territorv,-  Commissarv  General  of  Dakota.  There  was  another 
as  Adjutant  General,  (16)  and  they  were  so  recorded  m  the  re- 
cords kept  at  the  guard  house.  Another  was  recorded  as  Wil- 
liam P.  Lyman.  Major  of  the  Dakota  Volunteer  Cavalry,  (17)  I 
will  relate' circumstantially  in  as  few  words  as  possible  this  curi- 
ous affair:  There  had  been  one  company  mustered  into ^ the  U. 
S  service.  One  of  the  lieutenants  of  my  command,  M.  R.  Luse, 
first    lieutenant.    Company    R.    had    been    detailed    to    go  to 


14,    Charle.    Roo.o    wa.  ,  a    -hoUv^al.    merchjUU    do.ng-  b^^^^^ 
fr^^reS'Vn  'X  ^  frs-'efeoU^n'^-n^lS^..  'al^r'at  1!  is^ate.   was  adiutant 
renfnu'ot  V\'"^'  Yi'"  '1',,  n'"r';;i';o"";     morehant   and  member 

oi   t\fo    t'irrLr^l^ru'iislalu^j;"^.';.'  '•  >;\.:i^:'rL^^r   ..neral    at   thl.  date 

^!"^^^.:'7:^<^e"^l^'vr^.iii"'i^  err^i'r"ii,o,.t  thi..  as  Boose  .vas 
adjutant  general  at  the  time. 


.'fit  !:■.)! 
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Yankton  and  muster  into  service  Capt.  Nelson  Miner,  (i8)  Com- 
pany A,  Dakota  Vokmteer  Cavalry.  That  company  had  at  the 
request  of  Governor  Jayne  been  stationed  by  order  of  the  war 
department  at  the  capitol  of  the  territory,  I  think  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  governor.  •  From  all  that  we  had  been  able 
to  learn  from  the  army  regulations  (a  book  published  by  authority  . 
of  congress,  and  in  fact  was  an  act  of  congress)  which 'wt  had  all 
studied  constantly  and  assiduously,  it  was  necessary  to  have  two 
companies  in  the  service  before  a  major  could  be  commissioned 
and  put  into  service.  Captain  Tripp,  (  19)  Company  B,  w^as  not 
mustered  in  until  the  next  year.  Xow  the  whole  of  this  busi- 
ness was  conducted  in  the  most  jj^recise  manner  under  the  prompt- 
ing of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wherry,  (20)  a  clerk  or  salesman 
in  the  suttler's  store,  who  had  been  in  the  store  for  a  number  of 
years  and  had  picked  up  some  little  knowledge  about  the  manner 
of  conducting  a  military  post.  In  the  first  place  William  P.  Ly- 
man was  quartered  at  what  was  known  as  the  mess  house  kept 
by  Air.  Fuller,  (21)  the  beef  contractor,  where  all  travelers  ar- 
riving at  the  fort  wtnt  for  food  and  lodging.  Then  he  sent 
word  to  me  that  he  had  been  appointed  -Major  of  the  Dakota 
Volunteers,  and  had  instructions  from  j;he  secretary  of  war  to 
take  command  of  the  military  post  of  Fort  Randall  and  of  the 
volunteers  stationed  there.  Of  course,  I  had  learned  in  the  few 
months  I  had  been  in  the  service  that  an  officer  arriving  at  the 
station,  if  he  was  superior  in  rank  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 


18.  Captain  Nelson  Miner  \\  ;v.s  a  native  of  ~  Ashland  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  in  1.S24.  lie  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  but  de- 
voted many  years  to  other  interests.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Cor- 
delia Gates,  they  emigrated  to  Missouri  where  Captain  Miner  became 
interested  in  the  steamboat  business  and  his  interests  becoming  more 
and  more  ui*on  the  upper  river  he  removed  to  Sioux  City  where  his 
home  was  when  the  Dakota  country  was  opened  to  settlement  in  1859. 
when  he  removed  liis  familv  to  Vermillion.  After  the  close  of  the  Indian 
war  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Vermillion  until  his  deatli  in  18S0.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  register  of  the  Vermillion  land  otlice  and  was  a 
member  of  the  council  in  the  ninth,  tenth,  twelfth  and  thirteenth  legisla- 
tures being  a  member  of  that  body  at  the  dale  of  his  death.  Three  sons 
and  five  daughters  survive  him  and  are  still  (1906)  honored  citizens 
of  South  Ihikota. 

19.  Captain    William  Tripp. 

20  Jesse  Wherry  came  to  Dakota  in  the  spring  of  1861  as  receiver 
of  the  United  States  land  office  at  Vermillion,  upon  appointment  of 
President  Lincoln.  He  did  not  ([ualify  as  land  oClicer.  He  was  a  Vir- 
ginian and  som.'what  beU'-;erant  in  his  views  and  attitudes,  and  on  one 
occasion  engaged  in  a  fist  light  with  Crovurnor  William  Jayne  over  the 
bill  granting  the  right  to  vote  to  half  breeds.  Franklin  iaylor  says  of 
him-  "He  was  born  at  Richmond,  was  a  member  of  the  bar  but  paia 
little  attention  to  his  profession.     He  possessed  the  characteristic  traits 


•t;     ]<■:  !.: 
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Station  would  thus  give  notice  and  it  was  my  duty  to  call  on  him^ 
as  requested.    Accordingly  I  called  without  delay  at  ^Ir.  Fuller's, 
who  with  his  family  had  been  allowed  to  occupy  a  vacant  set  of 
officers'  quarters  that  was  not  needed  by  an  officer.    I  found  hnn 
accompanied  by  this  prompter,  ^Ir.  Wherry.     He'  repeated  the 
message  that  he  had  sent  and  claimed  the  right  to  take  command 
of  the  post  and  of  the  troop  stationed  there.   I  asked  him  to  fur- 
'  nish  me  with  a  copy  of  his  instructions.    He  showed  me  a  paper 
partly  printed  and  partly  written,  interlined  and  erased.    The  papei 
%vas    one    used    in    the    adjutant    general's    office    to  notify 
one  who  has  been  promoted  or  appointed  to  office  by  the  presi- 
dent and  is  .accompanied  by  another  blank  in  which  he  is  diiecLed 
to  signify  his,  acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  the  appointment  and 
it  fu^'rther  says  that  if  his  appointment  shall  be  confirmed  by  the 
senate  he  will  be  commissioned  accordingly.    But  it  was  so  erased 
and  aUered  that  I  took  some  time  to  read  and  understand  it. 
I  then  informed  him  the  paper  was  so  irregular  that  I  feared  it 
had  been  prepared  by  some  one  who  had  no  right  to  use  it  and 
that  I  would  not  surrender  the  command  to  him,  and  left  him, 
saying  that  there  were  two  other  important  reasons  for  my  re- 
fusal.   In  the  first  place  there  was  only  one  company  of  Dakota 
Volunteers  when  the  law  required  two.    In  the  second  place  the 
law  provided  that  the  territory  had  a  loyal  governor.    It  was  made 
the  duty 'and  the  privilege  of  the  governor  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission the  officers  of  the  regiment.    Thus  ended  the  first  int:r- 
view. 

The  next  morning  when  I  went  as  usual  to  the  office  at  the 
time  of  guard  mounting,  I  found  that  after  my  interview  with  him 
Mr.  Lyman  had  either  that  night  or  early  the  next  morning  visited 
the  post  adjutant  with  one  of  the  officers  of  my  regiment  and  told 


of  ^he  bottpr  class  of  southern  people.  Sensative  in  his  nature  and  strong 
?n  his  likes'  and  dislikes.     He  was  qualified  to  move   In  any  soci^^^^^^  in 


^^*^21  \lpheus  G.  Fuller  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Sioux 
Falls  and  who  was  the  representative  of  the  Dakota  Ir:;"^.,^,^,Tr{-ft7  f ir 
its  effort^  to  .secure  recognition  before  coni;ress,  and  was  candidate  for 
deK-4te  in  congress  at  the  election  of  IStVJ.  but  was  d-feated  by  .Jadse 
J  P  Kidder  He  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  He  resided  rnany  years 
in  Yankton,  and  died  about  1900  while  at  his  old  Maryland  home. 


-1    .  ,  J  I 
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his  story  and  got  possession  of  the  post  order  book  and  issued 
an  order  assuming  command  of  the  mihtary  post  of  Fort  Randall 
and  had  issued  another  order  putting  me  in  arrest.  Finding  that  some 
of  my  officers  thought  I  was  wrong  I  submitted  to  the  arrest. 
After^  this  another  order  was  issued  prohibiting  me  from  going 
more  than  one  mile  from  the  garrison.    I  reported  the  matter  to 
the  governor  of  Iowa  (23)  and  also  to  one  of  the  U.  S:  senators 
'    (24)  from  Iowa  who  called  on  the  president  and  the  secretary  of 
war.    After  the  case  was  examined  by  the  war  department  llv. 
Lyman  was  notified  that  he  was  not  an  officer  in  the  army  and  he 
quickly  left  the  fort  after  turning  over  the  command  to  the  next 
captain  in  rank  below  me  and  not  even  to  him  did  he  make  any 
explanation  of  his  quitting  the  post,  but  said  he  would  be  absent 
V      for  a  while,  he  could  not  say  how  long  and  I  remained  in  arrest  for 
\    over  a  month.     After  I  had  received  word  from  the  governor 
\ of  Iowa  and  from  Senator  James  Harlan  T  assumed  command  of 
tfie  post  and  asked  for  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  and  visited 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  the  headquarters  of  our  district,  and 
explained  the  whole  matter  and  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  an 
order  issued  by  General  Blunt  (24)  more  than  a  month  previ- 
ously, dismissing  the  charges  against  me  and  releasing  me  from 
arrest.    I  have  no  doubt  but  what  Mr.  Lyman,  if  yet  living,  thinks 
he  was  once  major  of  the  Dakota  Volunteers. 

Captain  B.  ]\Iahana,  (25)  Company  B,  41st  Iowa,  being  in 
command,  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  Kansas : 

Fort  Randall,  D.  T.,  May  15th,  .1862. 
To  the  General  Commanding  District  of  Kansas,  headquarters  at 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  Sir :— I  ask  for  orders  as  to  what  course 
I  shall  pursue  under  the  following  circumstances:  Companies  A, 
B,  and  C  of  the  14th  Iowa  infantry  came  to  this  post  last  Decem- 
ber (1861)  under  command  of  Captain  John  Pattee  of  Company 
A,  14th  Iowa  infantry.  We  remained  until  February  4th,  1-862, 
when  W.  P.  Lyman,  major  of  Dakota  Volunteers  arrived  with 

23.  Sainuol  J.  Kirkwood  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Colonel  Tattee. 
25.    CaptL°n  B.'^M^'hana;    born   In   Tennesse   1807;   died   Sioux  City. 
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orders  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  take  command  of  the  post. 
Captain  Pattee  refused  to  relinquish,  was  put  in  arrest,  and  charges 
and  specifications  against  him  preferred  hy  Major  Lyman  ihese 
were  sent  to  headquarters  on  the  i8th  February,  t86a.   On  the 
19th  of  April,  1862,  Major  Lyman  received  a  letter  from  A.  A.  -. 
Washington  D.  C,  stating  that  ,  his  appointment  as  major  o 
•  Dakota  Volunteers  had  been  revoked.    Major  Lyman  rehnqu-^hed 
command  to  the  undersigned.    Up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been 
heard  from  the  charges  and  specifications  pre..rr.  i  aganut  Cap- 
tain Pattee    Pattee  yesterday  sent  the  enclosed  note      me.    *  Note 
not  found).    Having  previously  received  his  refusal  to  relmqu.sh 
command  without  orders  he  was  in  arrest  and  consequently  could, 
not  assume  command.    These  are  the  facts  of  the  case  as  near  as 
I  can  give  them  by  letter.  Yours  most  respectfully; 

(signed)  Mahana 

Capt.  Co.  B,  14th  Iowa. 
The  above  letter  was  returned  endorsed  as  follows. 
Headquarters  Dept.  of  Kansas.  Fort  Leavenworth,  May  21st,  1862. 

No  charges  nor  specifications  are  in  this  office  agamst  Captam 
Pattee-  he  is  therefore  released  from  arrest' and  will,  resume  his 

'  I  Cqifrnedl  Tho's  Moonlight, 

command.  (.signeaj  .    ^  , 

Capt.  and  A.  A.  G.  (26) 

Thus  ended  this  aftair  and  William  P.  Lyman  was  never  major 
of  Dakota  Volunteers,  and  I  never  was  in  arrest. 

Nothing  further  of  any  importance  occure.l  during  the  sum- 
mer and  troops  at  Fort  Randall  were  agreeably  employed  in  pre- 
paring wood  and  hay  for  the  coming  winter,  until  about  the  last 
of  Au-ust,  when  we  received  the  news  of  the  most  terrible  massacre 
that  ever  occured  in  the  United  States.  The  Yellow  Medicine  In- 
dian Agencv,  was  captured  by  Santee  Indians  in  Minnesota.  Five 
counties  we're  depopulated  and  800  white  people  were  massacred 
in  the  most  revolting  and  cruel  manner.    .A  number  of  women  and 


.     26.    TUomas   Moonli.-ht    a    Scotchman     who    .ntoro.  m^^ 
»  .i"  i|«'ranren's"a"^el«.nrss ■\.!^i7^o.u.     He  died  Fob- 
ruary  7,  1897. 
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children  were  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians.  This  occured  on 
the  2ist  and  22nd  of  August,  1862.  (27) 

After  the  fullest  inquiry  and  investigation,  running  through 
months  and  months,  it  was  conceded  at  last  that  the  white  people 
of  Minnesota,  but  mostly  the  people  near  and  connected  with  the 
agency,  were  responsible  for  this  appalling  calamity  that  chilled 
the  blood  of  the  white  people  of  the  United  States.  Troops  were 
hastily  organized  in  the  state  of  Minnesota  and  started  in  pursuit 
of  these  Indians  who  had  moved  west.  It  would  be  superfluous 
at  this  time  for  me  to  attempt  to  give  an  account  of  what  took 
place  in  that  nursuit.  It  has  been  treated  by  others  at  great  length, 
and  published  by  the  state  of  Minnesota. 

But  the  result  v.'as  that  about  7,000  hostile  and  maddened 
Indians  were  driven  into  Dakota  Territory.  (28)  They  arrived  at 
the  Missouri  River  at  a  point  about  100  miles  above  where  Pierre, 
the  present  capital  of  South  Dakota  now  stands.  (29)  Shortly 
after  their  arrival  at  the  river  a  boat  came  down  the  river  con- 
taining quite  a  party  of  miners  from  Idaho,  A  man  quite  well 
known  to  me  for  years  afterward  had  taken  passage  on  that  boat 
at  some  point  on  the  river  (I  think  Fort  Union  or  Berthold)  (30) 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  who  was  ^a  Dakota  woman;  (31) 
They,  seeing  a  large  camp  of  Indians  near  the  river,  stopped  the 
boat  and  before  many  had  got  on  the  shore  Mr.  Galpin's  wife  dis- 
covered that  the  Indians  were  hostile  and  she  informed  her  husband 
of  the  fact  and  he  consulted  with  the  man  in  charge  of  the  boat. 
The  boat  was  tied  to  the  bank  by  a  rope  and  it  was  soon  dis- 
covered that  froni  thirty  to  fifty  Indians  were  standing  on  the 
rope.  The  rope  was  severed  by  a  blow  with  an  ax  where  it 
crossed  the  edge  of  the  boat  and  the  boat  swung  out  from  the 
bank  and  a  large  number  of  arrows  were  discharged  by  the  in- 


27.  The  massacre  beRan  on  the  morning-  of  August  18,  1862. 

28.  This  is  an  cxagi;eration.  There  were  only  about  live  thou.sand 
of  the  Minnesota  Sioux'  all  told  and  a  few  hundred  of  these  went  into 
Dakota.     The  majority  were  captured  at  Camp  llelease. 

2'J.  Only  SO  lodq^es,  containini;-  about  six  hundred  Indians  reached 
the  Missouri  at  this"  time.  They  'were  tlie  bands  of  White  Lod^e  and 
Old  Limping-  Devil.  See  Vol.  2  South  Dakota  Historical  Collections, 
306  et  seq.  .     ,  ^ 

ao.    Fort  Berthold.     See  Vol.   1  South  Dakota  Historical  Collections, 

^^"^'31.  Charles  E.  Galpin  and  wife.  For  sketches  see  Vol.  1  South  Da- 
kota Historical  Collections,  364. 
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dians  but  fortunatelv  no  one  was  injured.    As  they  passed  down 
the  river  a  white  woman  appeared  on  the  bank  and  calhng  to  them 
in  the  boat  that  Mrs.  Wright  (32)  and  Mrs.  Duly  (33)  with  six 
children  were  prisoners  among  the  Indians.     The  hrst  post  on 
the  river  where  troops  were  stationed  was  Fort  Randall.    I  wai 
not  at  the  post  at  the  time  the  boat  arrived  there.    Mr.  Galpm 
wrote  me  a  Tetter  giving  fully  all  the  particulars.    Upon  my  re- 
turn two  davs  after  I  began  the  organization  of  a  party  to  see 
if  we  could  bv  anv  possibility  rescue  those  women  and  children 
from  their  captivity.    It  took  several  days  to  complete  these  pre- 
parations.   On  the  24th  day  of  November,  1862.  I  received  orders 
from  Major  General  John  Pope   (34)        conmiand  ot  the  de- 
partment of  the  north  west  and  stationed  at  Milwaukee,  W  is.,  to 
do  just  what  I  was  preparing  to  do.    He  had  ordered  Captam 
Millard,  (35)  who  was  stationed  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  with  an 
independent  company  of  cavalry  to  visit  the  Indian  camps  in  his 
vicinity,  to  afford  any  assistance  that  might  be  possible.  Captam 
Millard'  arrived  at  Fort  Randall  on  the  25th  of  November  with 
nearly  a  full  company  that  had  been  mustered  into  the  service 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  November,  1861. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November  I  started  ^f or  Fort  Pierre,  (36) 
a  trading  post  located  about  two  miles  above  the  Bad  river  on 
the  west  of  the  Missouri  river,  about  iC^o  miles  above  Randall, 
with  the  following  troops:  Company  B  41st  Iowa  Infantry;  seven- 
teen men  of  Company  A,  same  regiment,  organized  as  a  battery 
with  one  12-pound  Mountain  Howitzer  gun  and  one  3-pound  riHed 
gun  In  addition  to  this  I  had  seventy  men  of  Captain  Nelson 
Miner's  Company  A,  Dakota  Volunteer  Cavalry..  In  this  company 
'  there  were  many  excellent  men,  most  young  men  but  old  in  ex- 
perience as  frontiersmen.    This  company,  which  had  been  mustered 


•  32.    Mrs.    Wright.     The    subsequent    history   of   this    women  appears 

r'tt-'^lfxt^^n'^r  and  "ihe  Se'be.Uon!'"  Dl id  Jn'  the  service  Soptombe,- 
V5".\.ndrew   J    Mi„ard.   native   of  ^^or^  ^^r..  ^tJ^on. 

""■"sS^'For't  FR^/e'  'soc' First  South  Dakota  Historical  Collections,  page 
363  et  seQ. 
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into  the  service  about  the  30th  of  April,  1862,  had  for  a  time  been 
stationed  at  Yankton  under  the  direction  of  Governor  Jaync,  (37; 
and  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Fort  Randall  for  duiy 
as  a  part  of  that  command.  The  first  camp  we  made  at  Willow 
Creek,  about  eight  miles  from  Randall.  That  evening  we  were 
overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  Randall  saying  that  the  paymaster 
had  arrived  at  Randall  to  pay  the  troops  at  that  post. 

As  three  companies  of  the  Iowa  troops  of  the  14th  Infantry 
which  had  been  transferred  from  the  14th  to  the  41  st  Iowa  infantry 
because  of  the  capture  of  the  balance  of  Shiloh.  at  the  battle  in 
Tennessee  on  the  6th  of  April,  1862,  had  noi:  l;ccn  paid  tcr  six 
months,  and  I  think  the  Dakota  cavalry  had  not  been  smce  they 
mustered  in,  at  least  since  the  first  of  June,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  cavalry  to  return  to  Randall  that  night  \vitii  Lieutcnanc  R. 
Luce  of  Company  B,  and  Lieut.  J.  C.  Rulon  'A  Comj.an:,  A  of  the 
4^st  Iowa  went  wit;i  the  cavalry  and  r:-iri.v:cd  to  our  cdmp  the 
next  night.    I  remained  in  camp  with  Company  !>  and  the  artillery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  we  left  for  Fort  Pierre  and 
camped  on  Pcnca  Creek,  having  marched  al)out  twenty  miles. 
The  weather  which  had  been  quite  fair  turned  cold  and  a  little 
snow  fell. 

November  29th  we  moved  out  about  two  miles.  We  met 
Mr.  Dupree  (38)  and  :\rr.  LaPlant  (39)  with  the  two  women 
and  six  children  who  had  been  with  the  Indians  since  the  21st 
of  August  previous.  I  had  sent  letters  to  Mr.  Premo,  (40)  the 
superior  commandant  in  charge  of  Fort  Pierre,  to  send  out  some 
friendly  Indians  to  the  Santee  camp  and  buy  the  women  and 
children  well  knowing  that  with  only  175  men  it  would  be  too 


37.    Governor  Juyne.     See   First  South   Dakota  Ilistorical  CoHections, 

^^^^V/^^Frederick  Dupree,  a  FreMch-Ca:iadian,  came  to  the  vicinty  of 
Pierre"  in  and  rt-niained  here  until   his  death   in   1S'«.S.  about  seventy 

years  of  a^-e.  ilf  was  fur  nianv  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Aniencan 
Fur  Conipanv  as  an  express  runn'  r  an<l  had  many  thnUiiiL;  eXiM-riences. 
About  ist'.i)  "lie  ^ri-a^-'d  in  fur  trading  on  his  ov.ii  iH'contit  and  hiter 
as  the  fur  tra-h-  hii;  u  i>- hcd  l)ee;inu'  an  extt-nsive  stock  «Tow.r.  ile  was 
the    founder   of    the    larL^e   lierd    of   domesticated   bilffalo    now   owned  by 

^^'^"i39'^''''Louis 'Vlii'L-int,  also  a  Fr(Micli  Canadian.  o;nne  to  Fort  I'ierre  in 
18^.5  in  tiie  .  inpl.'V  of  th--  l^'uf  « '<.rnp-i  ny,  Put  soon  boearn*;  an  indepen<lr>n t 
operator.  He  still  lives  at  Leslie  on  the  Cheyenne  river  and  has  amassed 
wealth   in  liv»-  stock   business.  ,    ^  , 

40  Ctiarles  lTin)eau  is  th.-  person  referre.l  to  here.  For  sketch  see 
First  South   Dakota   Historical   Collections.   pa^t>  3o4. 
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hazardous  for  us  to  visit  the  Indian  camp.  The  Indians  sent  out 
by  Mr   Premo  asked  to  buy  the  prisoners  for  me.    Ihe  Indians 
promptly  refused  to  part  with  the  prisoners  and  returned  to  Fort 
Pierre  Then  a  few  Indians  that  belonged  to  one  of  the  soldier  bands 
among  the  Sioux,  called  the  Fool  Band,  got  together  and  of  their 
own  accord  concluded  to  try  what  they  could  do  by  going  out 
and  proposine  to  the  Santees  that  they  would  buy  the  prisoners 
for  themselves,  and  made  arrangements  with  ^Ir.  Premo  that  it 
he  would  -ive  them  some  sugar  and  cofifee  with  which  they  could 
give  a  feast  to  the  Santees  and  buy  the  prisoners.    This  is  the 
way  that  ^Ir.  Premo  explained  the  matter  to  me  after  my  arrival 
at  Fort  Pierre.     But  Doane  Robinson,  publisher  of  the  South 
Dakota  magazine,  informed  me  last  July  (looo)  that  he  visited 
five  of  that  party  of  eight  who  did  finally  purchase  the  prisoners 
and  that  they  would  make  a  statement  under  oath  that  they  pur- 
chased the  coffee  and  sugar,  paying  for  them  in  peltries.    I  had 
been  informed  that  the  U.  S.  congress  had  appropriated  $2400  to 
pay  those  eight  Indians  for  their  trouble  and  was  greatly  pleased 
that  the  government  had  recognized  the  obligation.        But  these 
five  that  were  still  living  say  they  never  got  one  cent  for  their 
work.  (41)  I  know  I  made  a  report  of  the  ;whole  matter  to  the 
govenment'  and  urged  that  a  li])cral  allowance  be  made  them.  (42) 
After 'the  women  and  children  had  been  brought  into  Fort 
Pierre  Mr.  Premo  gave  them  calico,  cotton  cloth  and  red  flannel 
with  which  they  clothed  themselves  quite  comfortably,  and  started 
them  down  in  wagons.     After  meeting  them  on  the  prairie,  as 
related,  I  turned  them  back  until  I  reached  a  good  place  for  a 
camp  which  I  found  on  Ponca  Creek,  about  five  miles  above  where 
I  had  camped  the  night  before,  and  went  into  camp  and  my 
cook  got  dinner  for  the  women  and  children.     I  had  provided 
a  tent  for  them  with  a  Sibley  stove  and  fourteen  pair  of  blankets 
for  their  use.     Some  of  the  Dakota  cavalry  had  known  Mrs. 


41.    several    attempts   have    been  .f^t^^e  '^y'!^^^^^^^ 

tember   15.   lifoii.  .informs   me   that   no   Mich   report    i.s   on  hU. 
departrnent. 


y  i;." 
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Wright  and  Mrs,  Duly  before  they  were  captured  a.vl 
made  glad  their  hearts  by  telling  them  that  Mn 
Wright  and  Mr.  Duly  were  still  alive  when  they  had 
supposed  thev  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians.  Thes^  pri- 
soners had  had  very  little  to  eat  that  morning,  but  wilhng  hands 
aided  by  generous  hearts  made  short  work  of  preparing  that  dinner 
and  they  feasted  while  173  men  looked  on  with  the  most  inlense 
satisfaction.  After,  or  during  that  dinner  the  men  and  officers 
made  up  a  purse  which,  increased  by  the  balance  of  my  command 
at  Randall,  aggregated  five  hundred  dollars.  .  .  •  - 

The  prisoners  who  had  been  rescued  as  related  above  were 
Mrs  Duly  and  two  daughters;  the  oldest,  about  twelve  years  Old, 
had  been  shot  at  the  time  she  was  captured  so  as  to  break  the 
"left  arm  above  and  below  the  elbow,  shattering  the  elbow  joint 
so  as  to  stiffen  the  joint  completely.    Mrs.  Julia  Wright  and  her 
little  boy  about  five  years  old;  Lillie  Everett,   (43)   about  six 
years  old,  whose  mother  had  been  killed  at  the  time  of  the 
massacre;    and    two    girls    by    the    name    of    Ireland.  (44) 
They  had  been  roughlv  treated— compelled  to  carry  wood  and 
water,  help  to  put  up  the  lodges.     ^Irs.  Duly  had  been  shot 
in  the  foot  with  a  charge  of  shot  by  an  Indian  woman.    Both  ot 
these  women  had  been  the  wife  of  three  different  Indians,  being 
traded  from  one  to  another.    Mrs.  Duly  had  been  traded  tor  a  pair 
of  pants  and  Mrs.  Wright  had  been  traded  for  a  bag  of  shot.  Their 
clothing  was  of  the  poorest  kind,  being  a  cotton  garment  with- 
out sleeves,  old  moccasins  that  had  been  discarded  by  the  Indians; 
and  when  'cold  weather  began  they  were  compelled  to  keep  up  the 
fires    I  advised  them  to  go  on  to  Fort  Randall  and  visit  until  they 
could  learn  where  their  peoi.le  were.    I  sent  a  letter  to  a  Sioux 
City  paper  and  a  copy  of  the  same  to  a  paper  in  Cedar  Falls 
o-iving  their  names,  ages  and  when  captured,  so  that  there  could 
be  no  trouble  in  finding  their  people.    My.u:ife.and  daughter  were 
at  Randall  and  would  take  care  of  tliem,  and  there  were  seven  or 
eight  other  women  there  that  would  assist  in  caring  for  them  and 
make  up  clothing  for  them.  ,  ■     -  • 


13.  I.niio  Kv^rctt  l.s  now  the  wife  of  W.  K.  Frown,  New  York  City. 
Thi>  Kv.ToU  family  reside  at  Wjiscca  Minn. 

44.    Irelai.d  b-lrls.     Can  find  no  trace  ot  them. 


i  rijL. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  November,  after  each  of  these 
women  had  made  a  neat  speech  of  about  twenty  minutes  each, 
thanking  us  for  what  we  had  done  for  them,  they  started  on  for 
Randall. 

We  then  started  on  our  way  for  Fort  Pierre,  for  our  work  w^as 
not  finished.    We  camped  that  night  at  a  place  called  the  Water 
Holes.  December  ist  we  made  White  River,  a  shallow  stream  about 
150  or  200  feet  wide,  and  found  it  frozen  over,  but  had  but  little 
trouble  in  crossing  it  the  next  morning.    December  2d  we  camped 
on  a  small  creek,  having  marched  about  15  miles.    December  3d 
we  camped  on  ^vledicine  Creek  December  4th  we  camped  on  Ante- 
lope Creek  and  on  the  5th  reached  Fort  Pierre.  The  fort  was  400 
feet  square  enclosed  on  all  sides  by  log  buildings  and  stockades. 
The  force  of  men  employed  by  the  Fur  Company  was  I  think  about 
twenty  men  and  there  was  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  goods  stored  in  these  log  houses  for  trade  with  the  In- 
dians for  furs  of  different  kinds.    Mr.  Premo  informed  me  that 
a  few  years  before  the  company  bought  over  20,000  buffalo  robes 
in  one  year.    There  Was  at  that  time  about  500  Indians  camped 
near  the  fort.    They  were  mostly  peaceable.    A  few  Santee  (45) 
families  had  moved  down  and  were  camped  by  themselves.  I  had 
employed  a  half  breed  by  the  name  of  Rencontre  (46)  to  carry 
mail  from  Randall,  going  up  one  week  and  back  the  next,  but 
by  a  nearer  route.     In  four  days  after  my  arrival  word  was 
sent  to  the  Santee  camp  that  I  had  arrived  with  i,ooo  cavalry 
and  the  Santee  camp  was  moved  about  200  miles  up  the  river  to 
Painted  Wood  Creek.    I  immediately  started  the  Dakota  Cavalry 
back  to  Fort  Randall  to  avoid  drawing  corn  for  the  horses.  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  leave  one  company  of  infantry  at  the 
trading  post  for  the  winter.    I  thought  it  would  serve  a  double 
nurpose — protect  the  lives  of  the  men  employed  there  and  also 
prevent  the  Santees  from  encroching  upon  the  settlers  below.  Then 


45.  Santee-s'.  The  Siou.x  bands  from  Minnesota  wlio  had  en;;aj^ed  in 
the  massacre  of  ^1S62.^^^^  son  of  Zephyr  Kencontre.  w^s  horn  ,  at  Vov' 
Pierre'  abr.ut  IM::.  His  nunh.  r  was  a  wotnun  of  the  Siouk  trih.-.  .  \Us 
father,  who  -dlL-d  about  isTl.  cam.-  to  the  Upp»  r  Missouri  in  1  ^. ; ^-  -"Y^'i^- 
Rencontre  was  educated  at  th..  L-uiv.  rsily  ot  ^t.  Louis  and  still  resideis 
at  Lower  Brule   asfcucy- — Joseph  Langlois. 


.i'>'-'  .-'".'J) 
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with  the  battery  and  seventeen  men  started  back  to  Fort  Randall 
where  I  arrived  on  the  29th  of  December.  While  I  had  been  gone 
a  new  military  district  had  been  formed  by  Major  General  John 
Pope,  who  had  for  some  time  been  in  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  northwest  with  headquarters  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
The  new  district  .was  called  the  First  :Military  District  Department 
of  the  northwest.  Brigadier  General  John  Cook,  (47)  had  been 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  men  of  the  district  with  head- 
quarters at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  General  Cook  had  hurried  up  the 
river  to  see  how  things  were  going  on  and  took  the  rescued  prisoners 
away  on  the  morning  of.  the  29th  of  December,  after  they  had 
heard  nothing  from  their  friends.  They  (the  prisoners)  had  stayed 
with  my  wife  for  twenty-nine  days  and  were  quite  rested  and 
improved  in  health.  Airs.  Duly  had  taken  to  her  bed  within 
an  hour  after  her  arrival  and  was  not  able  to  sit  up  for  fifteen 
days.. 

I  must  confess  I  was  a  little  surprised  at  the  General  taking 
them  away  as  he  only  went  as  far  as  the  ^'ankton  agency  and 
stayed  there  for  a  week.  He  then  started  with  them  lor  Sioux 
City,  Iowa.  The  party  was  met  at  Yankton  by  Airs.  Wright's 
husband  and  at  Sioux  City  by  Mr.  Everett,  father  of  Lillie  Everett. 
At  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  Mr.  Duly  met  his  wife.  Each  of  these  men 
had  been,  living  at  different  places—two  in  Wisconsin  and  one 
in  Illinois-^and  supposed  their  families  had  been  '  killed  by  the 
Indians  until  they  saw  my  report  which  had  been  printed 
in  their  local .  papers.  They  each  by  themselves  started  for  Fort 
Randall,  as  I  had  supposed  they  would  do.  I  saw  -Mr.  Duly  two 
vears  after  and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  taken  his  wife  from 
the  stage  at  Fort  Dodge  and  went  to  Alankatn,  in  Minnesota,  and 
that  in  about  three  weeks  after  his  arrival  there  she  had  lost  her 
mind  and  become  a  harmless  imbecile.  What  became  of  them  all 
I  know  but  little.  I  have  been  informed  ])y  a  Mr.  Morgan  that 
Lillie  Everett  grew  uj)  and  married  a  man  of  considerable  wealth 


47  ]',ritra(lior  Gcjieral  .John  Cook,  was  a  voUinteor  .soldier,  a  natwo 
of  IlUnois  from  which  statt-  hv  (Mit.  i-.<1  the  servici'.s  nv  isHl  and  s»Tve<l 
with  honor  until  the  clo.<.;  of  Ih.'  uar  wlicn  ho  was  mustered  out  with 
the   rank  of.  brevet  inaj<.)r  ^i-iuTal. 


Folio— 19. 
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in  Minnesota.    A  year  ago  last  October  /^^">7^-^ 
the  Columbia  river  in  Oregon,  as  seen  by  the  not.ce  pubhshed 
in  the  National  Tribune.    About  a  year  ago  I  advertised  for  M.s, 
Duly,  but  have  heard  nothing  of  her. 

In  Januarv,  1863,  I  got  a  letter  from  Louis  LaCompt  (48) 
who  lived  abom  fifty  miles  above  Fort  Randall,  that  a  number  of 
Santee  families  were  camped  near  his  place  and  they  had  varujt 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  articles  that  had  been  made  by  M 
people.    He  supposed  they  had  participated  in  the  massacre.  He 
also  asked  me  to  come  up  to  his  place  and  look  after  them  As 
there  were  souie  eight  or  ten  families  living  along  the  nver  be  o. 
him  I  concluded  to  look  after  their  safety.    So  taku.g  l;'"" 
terant  J.  M.  Bacon  (49)  and  eighteen  men  ot  Ccmi.any  A.  DaKO.a 
cavalry,  I  left  the  fort,  but  strange  as  it  may  b.  thottght,  can 
find  no  record  of  the  date.    I  suppose  a  record  of  the  detau  -.a, 
placed  on  the  post  order  book  but  not  on  our  ..vn  books.  lU. 
post  order  book  belongs  to  the  post  an.l  cannot  be  taken  away 
However  we  reached  LaCompfs  the  third  day  and  tonn<  <e^eral 
-  lodges   standing   near  his   house.     We   apin-oacr.c!  -f^^-\ 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  them  without  being  seen,  and  then  ndmg 
up  a  steep  bank  which  had  concealed  us  from  v.ew  we  swung 
into-  line  and  made  a  charge  at  full  run  upon  them  and  betore 
any  of  them  got  out  of  their  lodges  we  were  within  twenty  feet 
of  them  with  our  carbines  pointed  at  then>.    Tell  me  tltat  an 
Indian  rlever  gets  scared;  that  he  is  stoical  and  never  snows  by 
-  his  actions  what  he  feels  and  I  will  respectfully  decline  to  beheve 
it.    They  were  badly  frightened  and  showed  it  plainly,     irue,  a 

■  4S.    I.0..IS  I^Conte   was  '-n /t   OU   Fort  Piorr^ 
m  18.?1.    His  father.  I.ou,s  l,.  Con  e  ^^mpon  is  ?,     tho  Missouri  at  ..  vory 
■who  became  an  em|>o>e        V,,v  u  o,,r?^  of  tl.o  well  known  Tlum.lerlKiwk 

tbt'll.^^  "^n    l—^^nl  Cheyenne    .i v..-.To.eph 

^^"fo"'"j.  M.  r.acon  settlod  in  ^^ioux  City  anion,  th..  Hr^t  s.ui.rs  iUere 
and  came  into  Lukota  attor  ^  tn%  tj  ot  ^  - -^^^  Lioutcnant  Plu^- 
pSny   A.   Dakota  cavalry,  I    "        ,^  "^hu^i   \\  hon    Lirutenant  Fowler 

hoft\    was    ni;.tie    -^^'^^'^"'i    ^  'i?      '  n  uU  ^^n    the    expedition    of  ho  was 

resit^ned  Leeanie   l.rst  h  ut  .  ant  competent    olCicer       At  the 

brigade    qnart.  rinast.T.      T  e  thrown    from    his    hors.-  ana 

crossin-^    of    tli-    ^ ';llou  stone    11)1  '  ^  .j-         .>n.;-.'-;ed  in   Hm-  hardware 

narrowly  .e«-a,.ed  'l^i'^^^'" '       ^       ^  .^nove^^        California  where   he  died 

business  in  bioux  (at>.  J 
within  a  few  months.— A.  M.  l.n^lKsh. 
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force  of  twenty  men  is  not  a  very  formidable  force,  but  the  In- 
dians in  their  fighting  do  not  come  to  so  close  quarters  at  the  first 
dash.    It  so  happened  that  a  part  of  the  Indians  were  <'Ut  hunting 
rabbits,  and  I  sent  Lieut.  Bacon  with  one  half  of  the  fu-.  ;«^  up  along 
the  river  and  they  soon  found  the  party  of  eigh.  men  returning 
from  their  hunt.    They  were  within  ten  rods  of  them  wdien  first 
sighted  and  Sergeant  IVnijamin  Hstes,  (50)  wdio  was  one  of  Ba- 
con's party  could  speak  in  the  Indian  Tongue,  and  ordered  them, 
to  lay  down  their  guns  or  be  fired  upon,  and  he  gave  the  order 
in  a  manner  tliat  would  have  done  creilit  ti:>  a  major  general  com- 
manding a  division.     They  promptly  obeyed  the  order.  While 
Lieut.  Bacon  was  out  after  this  I  took  Tom  Tate  and  John  Bell 
and  followed  a  trail  over  onto  an  island  in  the  ^lissouri  river 
and  brought  in  one  lodge  and  four  prisoners.    Again  the  next  day 
on  the  way  back  towards  Randall  1  took  the  same  two  men,  and, 
leaving  my  horse,  crossed  to  another  island  and  brought  in  two 
lodges  with  four  prisoners.    We  returned  the  sixth  day  about  2 
o'clock  p.  m.  with  sixty-three  prisoners.     I  called  the  chiefs  of 
the  Yanktons  together  at  my  (|uarters  two  days  after  and  in  their 
presence  examined  seven  men  of  this  party— one  at  a  time— and. 
by  asking  them  questions  they  convicted  themselves  of  having 
participated  in  the  massacre  in  ^linncsota,  or  at  least  they  were 
there  at  the  time.    So  the  Yankton  chiefs  decided.    I  thought  it 
best  to  confine  them  and  report  the  case  to  my  superiors  for  in- 
structions.   But  after  holding  them  for  some  time  they  got  away 
from  us  bv  cutting  a  hole  in  the  fioor  and  rcmovingthe  stones  from 
the  foundation  of  the  prison.     Nothing  further  occured  between 
the  wdiites  and  the  liKhans  during  the  winter  of  1862-3.  (51) 

'    Preparaticns   were  going  on  at  headquarters   for  an  active 
campaign  a^  sixju  as  summer  opened.    The  otli  Iowa  cavalry  under 


left  hi 


^0  TU'iiia'nin  i:stos  was  horn  in  North  Carolina  about  18:!6. 
his    home    at    un    rarly    am-    and    s.^rvt-l    in    th.'    regular  army. 


Ho 
He 

ioLned' romi-anv  A.  iMk.na  cavalry  at  its  orua  nization.'  11.-  wa.s  a  fine 
ioXr  anVwa;  otfu  ..mplny.M  l.y  (l.„.ral  Sully  as  scut,  a  service  for 
whirii  ho  \va<  'a.11  a.iuptr.l.  1  eamiot  s|i.'ak  too  hu:l>.>  ,>t  him  as  a 
roldieV  and  roinra.l...-.  Affr  tlu.  war  he  -^.ttled  in  North  l>akota  where 
hp   still    resided   at    last   accounts. — A.    -M.    l.ni;lisli.  ,         ,  » 

51  See  account  of  Serjeant  A.  -M.  English.  Monthly  South  Dakotan 
for  May.  1900. 
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Col  David  Wilson  (52)  had- been  organized  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
during  the  winter,  was  ordered  to  Sioux  City  and  the  2nd  Neb- 
raska cavalry  under  Col.  Furnas,   (53)   was  ordered  to  Sioux 
City    In  May  I  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  and  went 
to  Sioux  City  and  while  there  I  ^rot  a  letter  from  Fort  Pierre 
saying  there  was  danger  of  trouble  at  that  place  as  there  were 
congregated  about  1500  warriors  from  several  bands  of  the  Dakota 
Indians.    As  these  Indians  had  their  families  with  them  and  had 
come  in  for  the  spring  trade  it  did  not  seem  likely  that  there 
would  be  any  trouble,  but  the  odds  in  numbers  was  too  great  to 
take  any  risk.    I  informed  General  Cook  fully  of  the  condition  ot 
affairs  and  urged  him  to  take  some  action.    He  said  that  as  he 
expected  to  go  by  way  of  Fort  Pierre,  or  to  a  point  opposite  that 
place  for  his  summer  campaign  he  could  send  a  battalion  of  the 
6th  Iowa  cavalry  to  Pierre,  and  as  he  should  have  steam  boats 
along  th€  river  it  would  be  easy  to  cross  them  over  to  the  east 
side^of  the  river  at  any  time  they  might  be  needed.    So  a  battalion 
of  the  6th  were  detailed  to  go  under  Major  Tenbrook  (54)  and 
he  started  with  four  companies.     Xow  Iowa  men  made  pretty 


B''  Colonel  David  S.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  St.eubenville.  O^^^o  wliere 
City,  October  17,  1865. 
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good    soldiers    and     Iowa     soldiers    made    pretty    good  re- 
cords in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.   But  among  the  55,000  soldiers 
furnished  by  the  state  of  Iowa  there  were  a  goodly  number 
of  lawyers,  and  I  will  risk  my  reputation  as  a  soldier  by  saying 
right  here  that  a  lawyer  is  no  good  in  the  army.    If  ordered  to 
do  anything  he  immediately  starts  out  to  argue  the  matter  and  do 
the  thing  after  his  arugment  is  made.    I  served  four  years  and 
eight  months  in  the  army  and  'say  without  the  least  hesitation  that 
I  never  saw  the  time  or  place  when  an  argument  would  be  in  place 
or  even  premissible.    The  government  of  the  army  is  necessarily 
simple  tyranny.  '  Orders  must  be  obeyed.     That  is  the  essence 
of  the  whole  matter.    Xow  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry  vras  made  up  of 
a  splendid  lot  of  men.    The  colcnel  was  a  lawyer.    Tlie  Lieutenant 
colonel  was  a  lawyer,  and  there  were  other  lawyers  in  the  regi- 
ment:    ?^Iajor  Tenbrook,  with  his  battalion,  reached  Fort  Ran- 
dall at  the  same  time  that  I  returned  here,  and  as  General  Cook 
had  given  me  verbal  orders  and  instructions  to  go  with  that  battal- 
ion and  in  command.     Now  here  comes  the  lawyers.  Tenbrook 
was  major.  I  was  also  a  major  but  several  months  older  in  com- 
mission and  of  course  out-ranked  him.     We  set  to  work  to  do 
what  we  had  been  ordered  to  do  in  gocvl  faith.    We  remained  one 
da>v  at  Randall  to  draw  rations.    That  night  after  I  had  returned, 
a  couple  of  officers  arrived  at  Fort  Randall  with  orders  from 
Fieutenant-Colunel    Pollock,    who   had   gotten    within    six  miles 
of  Randall  Vv-ith  another  battalion  of  the  ()th  cavalry,  in  which  were 
the  lieutenant-colonel,  a  lawyer,  with  two  or  three  other  lawyers 
and  Alajor  Tenbrook  and  one  of  his  captains,  who  was  also  a 
lawyer,  were  called  to  cross  the  river  in  the  nv^hi  and  go  to 
started  out  to  hunt  them  up  and  while  out  on  Ponca  Creeiv  found 
a  small  camp  of  Indians  and  by  si'^ns  ordered  them  to  t'Ww-.rds 
the  fort  and  with  eight  of  these  Indians  marching  -n  frf.ui  after 
uic\  got  well  away  from  the  Indian  camp.  >hot  seven  of  tiiem  wuli- 
out  anv  warning  and  one  ran  away.     These  Indians  were  just 
from  the  Yankton  agency  and  the  most  loyal  and  fn^iul'y  In- 
dians that  could  be  found  in  the  whole  country.    TIk  one  tb.ai  g  t 
away  ran  for  Fort  Pierre  leaving  tlieir  women  and  cliildren  in 
die  camp  without  knowing  what  had  become  (.)f  the  e^giu  men.. 
This  Indian  reached  our  camp  and  told  his  stor>  and  liKre  wai 


■1  b<" 
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Col.  Pollock's  camp,  six  miles  below,  and  a  regular  conspiracy 
was  entered  into  by  these  lawyers  to  get  Major  Tenbrook  out  from  • 
under  my  command,  and  a  novel  plan  was  ad'>ptcd,  but  I  did  not 
find  out  till  we  reached  Fort  Pierre  as  cn  the  way  up  it  was  not 
necessary  for  me  to  give  orders,  but  as  soon   as   we  reached 
Pierre,  T^Iajor  Ten  Brook  refused  to  take  orders  from  me  because 
•he  was  a  major  of  a  cavalry  regiment,  which  being  a  higher 
branch  of  the  service  or  grade  than  infantry  he  out-ranked  me. 
The  men,  as  I  have  said,  were  as  good  as  any  that  could  be  found, 
but  were' not  yet  discplined  and  they  were  simply  let  loose  among 
three  or  four  thousand  Indians  and  overrun  the  whole  country^ 
for  miles  around  and  so  the  second  or  third  day  got  a  fire  started 
in  the  prairie  grass  and  burned  over  all  the  country  between  ^Bad 
River  and  the  ^li.^souri  river  for  30  or  40  miles  back,    ^^lajor  Ten- 
brook  took  a  party  and  went  down  the  river  to  look  for  a  site 
for  a  camp  where  there  would  be  grass  for  the  horses  and  be- 
fore he  got  back  he  had  shot  hnuself  dirough  the  wrist  of  his 
left  arm.    Then  one  of  his  lawyer  captains  went  up  the  ?dissouri 
with  a  battalion  thirty  miles  and  found  a  place  where  there  was 
grass  and  camped  for  nearly  a  month,  leaving  me  with  one  com- 
pany of  87  men  divided  between  two  trading  posts  two  miles 
apart  to 'guard  and  protect  a  vast  am^amt  of  property,  with  the 
Indian  camp  two  miles  long.    One  more  calamity  overtook  me  hero 
through  the  6th  cavalry.    Pieutenant-Colnnel  Pollock,  after  reaci:- 
ing  Fort  Randall,  instructed  his  officers  to  treat  all  Indians  above 
that  place  as  hostile.     Soon  after  some  hnrscs  were  allo-^el  to 
get  away  and  Captain  ^loorland,  (  55  )  with  a  small  party  of  men 


55     Serjeant   Xeumun   of   the   Dakota   cavalry  was   out  l\""tm^thif- 
horse  which^h-.d  developed  a  faculty  for  ?;yttu>u-  away  t..  hun    for  ot  « 
pastures,  was  tired  ui.on  by  a  party  ot  ^^'^      /V'^Vo   t^,k?^   the  traiV 

He  soon  'livl.lcO  1.1s  lUtl,-.  comi-a.iy  ...to  l;vu  1'-^,°. 
SoorindianV.--th.   .ntire   party-were   left   food   for  the  coyote...  -A.  M. 


Kood 
English 
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grcat  excitement  and  it  looked  for  a  time  as  though  a  fight  was 
inevitable.  1  went  out  to  the  camp  alone  vv:ihout  arms  of  any 
kind  and  called  on  an  interpreter  and  made  a  speech  to  the  Indians, 
told  them  I  was  sorry  for  what  had  o.en  d.Mie  and  asked  •.hem  to 
wait  until  the  general  came  up  and  I  would  try  and  get  him  to 
make  some  suitable  arrangement  with  the  families  of  the  men  thai 
had  been  "killed.  I  stayed  in  the  camp  for  hours  to  show  them 
that  I  was  willing  to  trust  to  their  good  judgment.  This  I  thought 
was  the  only  way  to  avoid  trouble. 

We  had  only  about  four  days'  provisions  in  camp  and  were 
expecting  a  steamer  up  with  supplies.     There  were  about  2,000 
warriors  in  the  Indian  camp  and  they  would  have  annihilated  us  in 
twenty  minutes  had  a  figlit  been  brought  on.    The  steamer,  Belle 
Peoria,   arrived   four   days   after   with   ample   supplies  and  two 
companies  of  the  30th  Wisconsin  infantry,  and  with  orders  to 
move  all  the  troops  to  the  east  side  of  the  river.    This  was  done 
"-      immediately   and   Camp   Peoria    (57)    was   established   and  was 
;  •    maintained  through  the  summer  of  1863.     News  of  importance 
.  ■•  •  was  brought  by  the  steamer.     General  Cook  had  been  relieved 
from  the  conmiand  of  the  district  by  Brigadier  General  Alfred 
SuUv,  (58;  who  was  up  the  river.    I  had  been  ordered  to  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  by  :Major  General  John  Pope  to  command  the  district 
temporarily  during  General  vSully's  absence  in  the  Indian  country. 
It  took  two  or  three  days  to  move  the   troops  to  Camp  Peoria  and 
when  that  had  been  done  the  steamer  started  down  the  river 
and  I  with  my  horses  and  servants  were  on  board.    We  found 
General  Sully  with  his  command  in  camp -near  the  Crow  Creek 
Indian  Agency.  His  command  was  made  as  before  stated  of  the  6th 
Towa  cavalry,  the  2d   Nebraska   Cavalry   and   part  of  the  30th 
"Wisconsin    infantry,    commanded    by    Lieut.    Col.    I'artlet.  who 
was  placed  in  command  of  Camp  Peoria  when  they  reached  that 
place,  where  he  remained  until  that  camp  was  broken  up,  when 
General  Sully  returned  from  his  campaign  against  the  Indians. 
After  a  short  consultation  with  the  general  the  steamer  moved 


57     Camp  F'eoria  was  nbout   10  miles  north  of  Pierre. 
58;    General    Alfred    Sully.    See    Fust    Dakota    Historical  Collections, 
page  i20. 
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on  to  Fort  Randall,  from  which  place  I  continued  my  journay  by 
another  steamer  to  Sioux  City  and  assumed  command  of  the  d.s- 
trict  on  the  2^th  clav  of  July. 

While  at  Fort' Pierre  Companies  A.  B  and  C  were  united 
with  Captain  Millard's  independant  company,  called  Sioux  Uty 
Cavalrv    that  had  been  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  ibtn 
of   November,   1861,   and   with   eight   companies   of   troops  re- 
cently enlisted,  constituted  the  7*  Iowa  Cavalry  of  wdi.ch  bc- 
eame  Lieutenant  Colonel,  with  Laman  Summers  (60)  as  Colone,. 
I  had  at  Sioux  City  but  few  soldiers.    There  was _  at  the  time 
of  nn-  arrival  there  a  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  lOth  L.  S.  Lifan  i> 
was  on  dutv  as  mustering  officer.    The  difficulties  that  surrounded 
me'  in  mv  position  as  commander  of  the  district  were  o    a  scn- 
natu;e.    There  were  no  records  in  the  office  of  what  had  been 
done  by  the  two  commanders  who  had  preceded  me.    lo  sho^^ 
the  condition  I  will  here  copy  from  letters  written  by  me  during 
the  first  week  I  was  in  command  of  the  first  military  district 
department  of  the  northwest.  " 

From  the  first  letter  written  to  my  immediate  commandei 

I  select  the  following:  . 

Headquarters  ist  Mil.  Dist.,  Dept.  Northwest, 
-  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  July  26,  1863. 

"There  are  no  orders  or  records  left  at  these  headquarters 
and  I  am  completely  in  the  fog  without  one  .ingle  landmark  visible 
to  guide  me  in  the  transaction  of  business." 

The  above  is  quoted  from  the  first  letter  I  wrote  after  assum- 

ing  command. 

Tbc  next  letter  T  will  i;ive  entire: 

.       Headquarters,  ist  Mil.  Hi-.  Dept.  (d  Xnnlnvest. 

July  28,  iSr)3. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Omaha.  Xeh.  Territory. 

I  lipve  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  o>vy  cA  a  letter 
^vhich  ha.  1)een  sent  to  these  headciuarter.  with  a  copy  of  (  M  der 
No  -  ^howin-  mv  action  in  the  matter.    The  .cene  O  ih.  mm  dor 


Xativo  Viijrinia,   onlistf.l   at  Ottumwa. 
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being  out  side  of  my  district,  of  course  I  can  only  att.)rd  tempo- 
rary relief  and  protection.  I  have  further  information  froi^i  there 
this  morning.  The  fourth  child  has  died  from  mjuries  received 
from  the  Indians  and  a  surgeon  has  been  sent  from  this  place  to 
try  and  save  another— a  girl  about  14  years  of  age.  I  expect  news 
today  from  the  detachment  sent  from  Capt.  Tripp's  Company  "B", 
Dakota  Cavalry,  and  will  communicate  any  additional  intelligence 
that  may  be  secured.  I  am  very  respectfully, 

:  . . .  •        Your  obt.  servt., 
■  .  .  ■     :  John  Pattce, 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  /th  Iowa  Cavalry.  ' 

Commanding. 

The  above  letter  was  in  relation  to  the  Wiseman  children  in 
Nebraska  who  liad  been  attacked  by  some  Indians  that  had  crossed 
over  the  ^lissouri  River  from  Dakota  at  a  point  a  few  miles 
above  W-rmilliun.    Four  or  five  of  the  children,  as  I  have  since 
learne^:l.  were  killed  at  once  and  two  were  left  in  an  unconscious 
conditiun.  and  died  shordy  after.     Mr.  Wiseman,  the  father  ot 
these  children  was  a  soldier  at  the  time  in  the  2d  Nebraska  Cavalry, 
which  was  a  part  of  the  Indian  expedition  under  General  A.  Sully. 
I  had  ordered  a  detachment  of  troops  from  Lieut.  Bacon's  command 
of  about  30  of  Company  A  Dakota  Cavalry  at  Vermillion  to  go 
to  the  Wisem-an  house  and  try  to  follow  the  trail  of  the  Indians. 
1  had  sent  a  detachment  from  Capt.  Wm.  Tripp's  Co.  B,  Dakota 
Cavalry.    Both  of  these  detachments  pursued  the  Indians  vigor- 
ously, but  they  were  not  overtaken.  (61) 
_        I  will  here  insert  another  letter  written  on  the  same  July  28th, 
1863.  shows  tlie  diversified  interests  that  had  to  be  looked  to: 

Ild  Ors  1st  Military  Dlst. 
Dept  of  the  Northwest 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  July  28,  1863. 


♦31.     The  faniilv  of  Hon.'=on  Wis.-tnan.  four  sons  ■''Y\'\  '^''^V~}^^''\- 
kiU.Ml   l.v   a  i-artv  "under  the   lea.l   n  f   a   .-on   ol    1  n  k  i-a .  1  u  ta  s.  ^ 
.s-aiu-.l-tn-st    to'Lho    lakes    ut    Ma,i.-.n    an.l    t!'.,,    ^c.n>-vr,\    mn.uu  '« 


Indian   ouatry.      .\  t   tli''    lim.'   ot    lae  ina.-^-<ae 


till-   )io/llu-r    wa:-;  V.anl 


ton  "tradinu-  and  the  father  was  serving-  in  thr  -n.l  N.-l)ras!ca  at  (.row- 
Creek  Agency. 


■  II  'J 
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General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  some  letters 
of  the  2Sth  inst.  and  am  compelled  to  say  that  for  the  present  I 
can  afford  no  other  protection  for  the  men  engaged  .in  government 
surveys  than  to  allow  Captain  Tripp  to  pass  to  the  north  ot  your 
men  on  the  road  from  Tnrkey  Ridge  to  Sioux  Falls.  In  t8  or  20 
days  I  expect  additional  troops  here  when  I  will  be  able  to  pre- 
lect all  of  that  countrv  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt. 

(signed)    John  Pattee. 

'J'o  General  G.  D.  Hill,    (,62)        •    ■  '■■  -  '      ■  ■       '  ' 

Survey  General  of  Dak.  Ter. 

On  the  28th  day  of  July  I  reported  at  great  length  to  depart- 
ment headquarters  at  Milwaukee  in  regard  to  the  massacre  of  the 
the  Wiseman  children  and  urged  the  necessity  of  furnishmg  more 
troops  for  the  protection  of  the  people  between  Sioux  Cty  and  Fort 
Randall,  but  none  were  at  band  that  could  be  placed  on  dmy, 
thev  were  so  much  needed. 

'  Op  the  13th  of  August,  1S63,  1  made  a  full  report  ot  the 
condition  of  the  line  of  travel  by  the  road  leading  from  Sioux 
Citv  Iowa,  to  Camp  Peoria,  a  distance  of  290  miles.    1  had  lurther 
reported  that  in  all  550  troops  to  guard  Jhat  road  and  owmg 
to  the  low  stage  of  the  water  in  the  Missouri  River  troops  and 
supplies  that  we  were  to  receive  did  not  reach  us  and  the  expedi- 
tion that  had  been  sent  up  the  river  was  well  nigh  a  failure  and 
that  the  summer's  operations  would  not  bring  peace  and  safety 
to  the  citizens  of  Dakota.    Therefore  I  urged  an  increase  ot  the 
mnuber  of  troops  and  the  building  of  small  stati..ns  at  Crow  Creek, 
Ihiou  Hills  and  one  station  directly  east  of  Vermillion  on  the 
-west  side  of  the  Big  Sioux  River.  I  al,,o  recommen.led  the  buildmg 
of  a  one-company  post  about  60  miles  from  Yankton  on  the  James 
River  and  another  post  of  the  same  kind  at  Sioux  Falls.  Ihese 
two  last  named  posts  were  located  by  mc  during  the  next  spring 
and  were  garrisoned  all  summer  and  for  several  years  alter  1 
rcme.l  quarters  at  P.on  Homme  and  caused  a  party  ot  12  soldiers 
and  two  non-commissioned  officers  to  be  stationed  there,  which 


tjii     ..,,,-,..>v-/.r    c-mtTal    of    Dakota  territory 
62.     ITon.    Geor;^e    1>.    Hill,    sur\e>oi     cren*  i  <ti 

1S61  to  1865. 
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enabled  me  to  furnish  an  escort  for  the  mail  from  Vermillion 
to  Fort  Randall. 

On  the  i/th  day  of  August  orders  were  received  to  muster 
out  Co.  A,  2d  Nebraska  Cavalry,  which  constituted  about  one- 
half  of  the  garrison  at  that  place.  I  was  not  able  to  furnish  a 
guard  for  the  surveyor  general,  G.  D.  Hill,  until  August  22, 
when  I  directed  Capt.  \\m.  Tripp  to  detail  one  sergeant  and  one 
corporal  and  eight  enlisted  men  for  a  guard. 

All  the  troops  stationed  along  the  river  were  kept  very 
busy  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1863.  The  two  companies 
of  Dakota  Cavalry  covered  the  ground  from  Sioux  City  to  Bon 
Homme  and  rendered  important  and  very  efticient  service. 

Brigadier  General  Sully  returned  from  his  Indian  campaign 
the  14th  of  November  and  I  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the 
district  and  detailed  as  acting  Inspector  General  for  the  district 
and  commenced  my  duties  at  Vermillion  on  the  24th  day  of  Nov- 
ember, 1863.  I  traveled  -.00  miles  up  the  river  and  inspected  all 
posts  a;id  small  stations  on  the  way  and  returned  to  Sioux  City 
on  December  25th,  1863. 

On  the  29th  day  of  January,  1S64,  having  completed  my  in- 
spection reports,  I  reported  to  General  Sully,  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  his  headquarters  had  been  established  for  the  winter  and 
was  on  duty  there  as  inspector  until  the  14th  of  April,  1864,  when 
I  returned  to  Sioux  City  again  with  furlowcd  veterans  who  had 
re-enlisted  for  "the  full  period  that  the  war  might  last  and  brought 
with  us  from  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  500  horses  with  which  to  mount 
the  companies  of  my  regiment  serving  in  Dakota  and  remounts 
in  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry.     In  the  meantime  Brigadier  General 
Sully  had  established  headquarters  at  Sioux  City  and  preparations 
for  the  campaign  of  1864  were  being  rapidly  pushed  toward  com- 
pletion.   I  was  relieved  from  duty  as  inspector  and  Capt.  Marsh 
of  the  6th  Iowa,  cavalry  was  detailed  as  inspector  in  my  place. 
I  was  then  sent  up  to  locate  two  new  military  posts— one  at  Sioux 
Falls  and  one  on  the  James  River,  65  miles  abuve  Yankton.  For 
the  post  at  Sioux  Falls  I  chose  the  ground  on  the  east  .side  of  the  river 
near  where  the  ])rinting  office  had  been  burned  by  the  Indians 
in  1862.    With  a  compass  I  run  the  lines  and  stuck  stakes  for 
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a  cne  company  post.    I  then  followed  the  correction  line;  went 
to  -the  James  River.    Having  been  instructed  to  locate  the  post 
at  or  near  Firesteel  Creek,  I  pushed  on  up  the  river  23  miles 
where  I  found  a  fair  crossing  place  and  crossed  to  the  west  side. 
A  company  of  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  ist 
Lieutenant  Washingon  AI.  Gall  ,had  been  ordered  out  by  way  of 
Yankton  to  build  and  garrison  this  post.    I  was  not  sure  but  we 
had  already  passed  up,  so  I  sent  Sergeant  L  A.  C.  Pattee  (now 
residing  in  Kingsbury  county)  with  five  men  to  proceed  at  least 
six  miles  west  to  find  out  if'  these  troops  had  passed  up,  while 
I  with  two  men  went  up  the  west  side  of  the  river  keeping  out 
on  the  high  prairie,  but  near  enough  to  have  a  good  view  of  the 
river,  looking  for  a  suitable  place  for  the  fort  I  traveled  about  six 
miles  and  found  no  place  that  was  suitable  or  any  more  suitable 
than  could  be  found  lower  down.     I  returned  to  our  wagons 
about  the  time  the  sergeant  and  his  party  got  back  and  reported 
having  found  the  trail  leading  up  the  river.    I  then  proceeded 
■soutli  or  down  the  river  on  the  high  prairie  to  watch  for  the  troops 
expected' until  dark.    \\q  then  started  east  to  find  the  river  and 
found  it  at  9  o'clock  at  night.    This  place  I  viewed  from  tl:e 
east  side  of  the  river  as  I  passed  up  and  in  the  morning  I  found 
a  very  good  place  for  a  fort  of  the  kind  we  wished  to  build, 
with  plenty  of  stone  already  to  load  onto  wagons;  with  a  gooci 
spring  of  water  situated  so  that  a  part  of  it  w^ould  come  within 
the  enclosure.    Here  I  made  the  location.    I  surveyed  and  Jiove 
the  stakes  and  made  a  map  of  the  valley  one  mile  above  and  one 
■  mile  below  the  fort  and  started  for  Yankton,  following  the  river 
as  near  as  we  could,  and  the  troops  passed  us  on  the  high  prairie, 
but  I  found  wliere  they  had  camped  and  conimunicated  with  them 
that  night  and  directed  tlicm  where  to  find  the  location. 

I  desire  here  to  describe  in  as  few  words  as  possible  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  of  this  trip. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  General  Sully  was  pushing  his  prepar- 
ations for  the  summer  campaign  he  inlormod  me  that  he  could 
not  furnish  transportation  1)Ut  would  send  teams  to  go  with  me, 
'  and  that  I  get  along  with  as  lew  men  ri>  pos>ible.     I  therefore 
selected  eleven  men  which  with  inyselt  made  twelve  and  asked 
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for  one  two-horse  wagon.  The  time  occupied  was  twelve  days. 
During  tins  time  I  stood  my  guard  regularly  three  hours  every 
other  night,  same  as  the  rest  of  the  men  composmg  the  partj. 
Now  we  all  know  that  at  this  time  of  year  we  m>ght  expect  to 


meet  hostile  parties  from  the  Santee  camp  in  Minnesota,  who  in- 
variably infested  this  region  every  spring  and  fall.  We  saw  un- 
mistable  signs  of  their  presence  almost  every  day.    After  our 


misiauic  signs  r- -  1  „^ 

arrival  I  was  busy  in  preparing  my  report  to  the  general  and 
drawing  plans  for  the  building  to  be  erected  at  both  of  these  places 
for  quarters  for  the  troops,  for  store  houses  and  for  stables.  In 
a  few  davs  the  general  commanding  arrived  wkh  the  troops  lor 
the  expedition  and  I  joined  at  Yankton  and  all  proceeded  on  the 
way    Nothing  of  importance  occured  until  we  reached  Fort  Suliy, 
about  290  miles  above   Sionx  City,  when  all  went  into  camp. 
Each  commander  choosing  a  camping  place  for  his  own  troops 
near  the  Missouri  River,  giving  the  horses  a  good  chance  for 
good  pasturage.    The  camp  was  about  three  miles  long.    All  the 
blacksmiths  were  put  to  work  shoeing  horses  for  many  ot  them  had 
become  quite  lame  bv  being  used  without  shoes.    For  four  days 
everv  man  xvas  busv.     .Ml  surplus  l)aggage  was  stared  at  Fort 
^SuUv     Thu.  far  we  had  been  favored  with  gpod  grass  and  good 
water  and  the  cavalrv  horses  had  improved  in  llcsh.  I  chose  for  my 
camping  place  the  ground  now  occupied  1)y  the  city  of  Pierre,  the 
present  capital  of  South  Dakota.    The  expedition  so  far  comprises 
the  following  troops: 

piRST— In  point  of  numbers  there  uerc  eleven  companies 
of  the  sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  under  Col.  S.  M.  Pollock.  (,63) 

63.    Samuel   M.    rol.ook.    attorney    and  ^^.o":?!*!-^.?',  '?7od  ?c«& 

is  a  native  ot  Ohio.  r..Kl  was  born  "V^^T,  ..Jvi?,^  ,,  ,r?u.%l  1.1s  sin.I-.,  s 
education:  he  '="'""''■''■'^±^^^^^^'^^^^^^^{1^^  x\nr  cmTl><  ot  tl.al  stau>; 
tor  several  years  was  admitte     to  i  iac UOi   m  Dubuauo  an, 

about    the    year    1^:>;'  .  '  r<.t"  s  on ;    holuK  .  a   close    stu>leu'  aiol 

cnsaKed    in    the   l.r  cj  .  e   <  £  ''^'^ ,  j,  ,!,"    ,isii„ction    in    his  pr,.te.ssK..i. 

applyins  himself      V  .^Tt,.,,  u„i-,.  ot  the  City  Court,  wh.ch 

anil   in   the  snrincr         'v..     u,  s  iKjt.o   Ji    ,  District   Court,  he 

had   oopcurrent   jur,-.   etu.      .        .V      ca  e^  ^^^^^    practice   of   his  pro- 

atterwanls   resisi  ed  ,  n,,.   r.-hellion.   in    l>^';2.   he  enlisted 

fession.     .\fter   the   ''VaKin;;   mi     ot    jm  ^  colonel  of  the  resll- 

in  the  i;th  I.  V.  C.  and  ^^as  cominisMon.^     Inn^  ^1^^.   Indhins.  ar.d 

ment;   the   r.'^-iment   ^y,■,s   s,  n     "  I;..  ',"   severe     eonlllcts     vith  the 

Colonel  Pollock  l';",",';  ••'  ;:  .(„  !"  ^r.s  !  his  com,ni<si..ii.  I.ie.,t..ni.nt 
savai;es;    Colon. d    Wil.-on  iV,,H.T„f    tlie    re._'inient    and  continued 

Colonel    Poll.Hdi     wns  JllMeontel    c.  1.1       I     OH        ^         .    ,  „(  service. 

k^ter"'tre"^lor''of'  U>c  "^'^^  S/JoncT'T-ol'/ocR"  returned   to   l>uhuaue  and 
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SECOND— Brackett's  Minnesota  battalion,  four  companies; 
three  companies  of  which  had  served  in  the  south  under  General 
Grant  as  a  part  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry  and  had  been  in  lots 
of  battles  and  were  now  re-enlisted  veterans. 

THIRD— Two  companies  Dakota   Cavalry  in   command  of 
Captain  .Nelson  IMiner  of  Co.  A. 

FOURTH— One  company  commonly  called  Nebraska  scouts 
enlisted  for  six  months  in  northeastern  Nebraska  and  made  up 
mostly  of  white  men  with  a  few  Winnebago  Indians. 

The  above  constituted  the  first  brigade  under  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Alfred  Sully,  who  was  then  a  major  in  the  regular  army 
and  had  large  experience  en  the  frontier  in  California  in  die  early 
days  and  in  Minnesota,  and  was  colonel  of  the  hrst  infantry  regi- 
ment of  that  state,  and  had  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  army 
at  the  Potomac.  For  the  first  day's  march  from  Fort  Sully  the 
orders  to  each  separate  command  was  go-as-you-please  to  Okobojo 
Creek.*  The  general  led  the  way  with  one  company  of  the  Sixth 
Iowa  Cavalry  Co.  under  Cai)t.  A.  WiUiams)  and  the  Neb- 
raska scouts  and  about  twenty  Sioux  Indians  also  enlisted  for  the 
campaign.  A  pretty  good  camping  place  was  found  at  Okobojo 
Creek. 

It  must  be  borne  in -mind  that  we  were  traveUng  on  the  higti 
Drairies  without  roads,  crossing  the  few  small  Creeks  that  flow, 
into  the  :\Iissouri  River,  for  there  weie  nothing  but  small  creeks 
flowing  into'  the  ^^lissouri  on  the  east  between  the  James  river 
and  the  Milk  river  hundreds  of  miles  away.  It  is  very  ditlcrent 
on  the  west  side,  where  are  found  in  the  same  distance  the  Neb- 
raska, the  White  Earth.  Bad  river,  Cheyenne,  ^vloreau,  Grand 
river,  Cannon  liall.  Heart  river.  Big  Knife,  Little  Missouri  and 
the  Yellowstone. 

The  second  camp  we  made  on  Artichoke  creek.    The  general 


1-iin  re^unuMl  the  practice  of  his  profession,  taking-  Into  partnc  rsh  i  :> 
James  H.  Shields,  and  the  tirm  of  Pullock  and  ShiWds  have  ^'-^V^'i.-T 
a  laVie  and  lueralive  law  business;  th.y  contmue.l  together  until  IS.l-'. 
?vhen  tliev  dissolved.  in  1S7:J.  Colon,  I  Tollock  was  unite,l  ui  marruu^e 
to  Miss  finuhlet.  of  Galena.  111.,  and  they  have  two  chll.lren. 
From  History  of  Dubuque  County,  18S0. 
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commanding  had  with  him  a  Captain  Fielder  or  Fieldner  (64) 
acting  as  topographical  engineer  and  naturalist.     I  had  become 
acquainted  uith  him  slightly.    He  was  then  the  ranking  captain 
in  the  U.  S.  army  and  stood  first  for  promotion  to  a  major's 
position.    He  was  thoroughly  educated  in  all  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice, a  splendid  man  just 'in  the  prime  of  life,  I  should  say  a  little 
over  forty  years  of  age.    He  had  so  far  been  actively  engaged  in 
his  duties,  collecting  specimens  of  insects.     He  would  take  two 
soldiers  and  ride  around  over  the  country  near  our  line  of  travel, 
but  at  this  our  second  camp  I  heard  General  Sully  warn  him  that 
he  must  not  travel  with  out  better  protection,  that  he  could  have 
as  many  men  as  he  wanted,  Init  he  remarked  that  he  thought  there 
was  no  danger  yet.  We  came  near  the  Little  Cheyenne  river,  our 
next  camping  place.  We  found  that  he  had  arrived  there  widi  a  ser- 
eant  and  one  soldier  of  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry.  .The  three  had  unsad- 
dled and  picketed  their  horses  and  the  captain  started  with  his  tin 
cup  to  the  creek  for  water  where  he  was  shot  through  the  lungs 
from  the  front  by  three  Indians  concealed  in  the  brush  along  the 
bank  of  the  creek.    The  lu.rses  were  frightened  and  pulled  their 
pins  and  ran  in  the  direction  of  the  command  which  had  just 
commenced  descending  the  long  hill  from  tlie  high  prairie  to  the 
valley  of  the  creek.  ^  .••.•'-::•'>    ■  .  ; 

Capt.  A.  2^Iiner,  Co.  A  Dakota  cavalry,  was  officer  of  the 
guard  and  at  the  time  riding  with  the  advance  guard,  one  com- 
pany, and  aided- in  pursuit  with  his  company.  The  Indians  had 
run  for  the  high  prairie  to  the  north  and  east,  and  our  course  was 
at  the  time  about  north,  and  we  were  in  sight  I  should  sa}'  aliout 
two  miles  away  when  the  company  got  statred. 

Capt.  B.  :Matthew^s  with  Company  B  7th  Iowa  cavalr>  .  :i> 
also  sent  in  pursuit  and  took  a  northwest  course  into  the  hills  a^ 
it  was  thought  that  there  were  possibly  more  dian  three  Indians 
that  Capt.  Miner  was  pursuing.  l»ut  no  others  were  ft)und.  It 
was  a  fine  race  in  plain  sight  from  the  command  then  descending 


64.  Captain  John  P^ielnfr.  a  nativf  of  Germany  ^'^^'-''''''\^^\*'\'r,}!}:'![ 
army  as  a  private,  but  tor  "i-ritorious  service  was  pn)m^^^^^^^^^^  f  v  Tt 
the    various    u^ra.les   and    hwAUu-   a    eaptam    in    the    .Inl  ^.^  >  ,  „Vo 

1862,  for  fnrth.-r  accounts  of  the  inci.lents  surrounding-  ,\  •^'\,,':f.^ 
Enuiish's  hist-.rv  of  the  Dakota  Cavalry.  Monthly  South  nak.;lau.  Junt. 
1900, -also  L'nd  South  Dakota  Collections,  ,>:iO. 
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the  slope  of  the  hill.    We  soon  lost  sight  of  the  Indians,  but  the 
cavalry  were  in  sight  for  at  least  four  miles  running  as  if  each 
one  was  determined  to  be  the  first  to  strike  a  blow  in  revenge 
for  the  loss  of  the  brave  captain  that  was  there  in  the  agonizing 
pains  of  death  and  begging  the  doctors  to  give  him  something 
to  kill  him  at  once.   The  troops  must  have  pursued  the  Indians 
twelve  miles,  then  they  drew  themselves  into  a  buffalo  wallow  and 
the  fight  be-an.    I  am  told  by  those  who  were  in  it  that  two  or 
three  hundred  shots  were  fired  when  a  rush  was  made  by  all  and 
two  were  found  dead  and  the  other  was  nearly  dead.    The  Dakota 
bovs  returned  in  triumph  with  the  spoils,  guns  and  some  bows  and 
arrows,  but  the  general  sent  a  party  of  them  l)ack  under  Lieut. 
Bacon,  of  the  same  company,  who  was  then  our  brigadier  quarter- 
master   to  bring  in  the  heads  of  the  Indians.     Sergeant  Hstes 
cut  the  heads  off  and  they  returned  about  the  time  the  captam 
died.    It  was  curious  to  note  the  eft'ect  of  this  melanchoy  incident 
on  the  men  of  the  conmiand.    On  every  face  appeared  a  sort  of 
grim  earnestness  and  every  man  seemed  to  have  tightened  up 
his  belt.  (65  k 

The  nexi  camp  was  at  Swan  Lake  Creek,  where  we  expected 
^   to  find  a  steam  boat  with  supplies  for  the  brigade  and  we  also 
expected  to  meet  the  second  brigade  which  was  to  come  across 

65.    This  matter^^vas  referred  to  Hon.  .S^mu^^  ^e'u^ 

Vaney,  Minnesota      'V?' ."'^Mu^nViut'     i  ^^^'i"-  '^^^^^ 

of  the  Sioux  outbreak  in  M    nt>u^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  although  in 

my  parents  seven  ^''^''^  I    never    knew  or 

those    early    ^ays  .  everybody    k.,.x  t  >^  u^^^^^^  Assunung",  how- 

heard  of  anyone  in  Lliat  a.ul    there  can 

ever,   that  the     ittle  r'-'t'  ''\'^^^^\<;\J\;V,..         ^   outbroak   occured  the 

be   no    doubt   about    th  ^.    I    ^^  lU    >t<  te    %v  n  n  ^^^^  s«.-otchman— 

myalls  family  ^^nsi^^ted         Mn^^  Melvina  14 

a  widower— and  '.V^  J^ui  ,  .\'  J' ^/.^  the  ^anio  sble  of  th,.  river  and  about 
and  George  ai;ed  V'  '\  \  1  F  t  h' -e  el  i hi  r.-u  w.^re  taken  into  cai-tivity 
a  mile  above  our  ,       ^/^^^       v  t^fter    he  outbreak,  and  .^ubse-iuently 

by  the  Lower  Sioux,  on  the  V,  /'v.Alow^  \  littb-  brfor.-  daybreak  on 
released,  the   r^'^rticulMrs  be  n^^^^^  Uou  Hard   escaped    from  the 

the   niornin.LC   of   the    l.  th    ^^h(n    om    .  or^  M..dicino    and    ded  down 

•     murderous   attack    upon    the  ,  the  Incalls'  place  shouting: 

alon^  the  river  towards  my  hone  he  passc^  Medicine-      Mr.  In^alls 

•Indians.    Indians    ^  Hin.;.  ,^     part  v   awake  and   .luickly   amused  the 

hear  the  voice   as  he  la>     n   'l* ^I";,'/^ ' "j,,        to  r.n.wn's  to  fuHl  out  what 

children  and  sent  Jenni-  ^   ''^;^Vo  V>ur'^^^  ^^^^  ^^'"^   ^''"^'^  reached 

the   trouble   was.        m/^  .v     vthin-     in    u ttU  and  everybody 

our    place    they    f'^  '  r^VJ-lThered    tliere    and    were    jiottin?  into 

excited.      The  - ,  '/'^  A,  ^ \.Vr N    iun   unu'    into   one    of   the  wn^rons 

watrons   and    p^o.ncr   oU  .an      the       r  s   jun.  ^^^^    ^^^^^^^^    .^^^.^  captivity 

went   alonu-.     They    u  e,r.    a  ittle   Crow's   camp,   and  re- 

alonj?   with    our   family         ,  ^  ^'Y  ^    'J       .n'.ral    <bnv..rv    .at    Camp  Keleasc. 
■   mained    with    the    Imlian^    ur.tU    ^  f .       "  ^'U        ^       ^.^  ^.^^^^^   ^^^^^  ^^.^ 

JSs^^ab\rc;Sw  "ie-Ve^^oJ  the^^Inluan^  went  on  up  t,ie  Minnesota  valley 
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the  country  from  Minnesota.  In  the  evening  General  Sully  sent 
me  out  onto  a  high  ridge  near  by  with  a  small  party  where  we 
fired  seven  or  eight  two-inch  signal  rockets  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  the  second  brigade  as  had  been  agreed  upon  before  start- 
ing, but  no  response  was  obtained.  \\'e  found  them  the  next  day, 
however.  Two  days  were  spent  here  in  replenishing  our  supplies 
and  in  completing  our  organization. 

We  had  about  3,500  which  to  us  men  who  had  never  seen  any 
real  service  seemed  a  very  considerable  army.  There  were  but 
three  companies  in  the  whole  division  that  could  claim  to  have 
been  in  a  battle.  Cumpanies  A,  B  and  C  (;f  r>rackett's  }.Iinnesota 
battalion  had  1)ecn  in  a  good  many  hard  fuught  battles  down  in 
Tennessee,  and  to  them  we  respectfully  took  oil  our  hats.  Somewhere 
on  the  Coteau  de  ^^lissouri,  between  Swan  Lake  Creek  and  Fort  Rice, 
we  had  had  a  sort  of  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  after  getting 
into  camp,  and  Colonel  S.  ^I.  Pollock  made  a  speech. 

We  arri\-ed  at  a  point  opposite  Fort  Rice  on  the  fifth  of  Jul}' 
and  found  eight  companies  of  the  30lh  Wisconsin  under  Colonel 
Dill  had  begun  [he  construction  of  the  [)Mst  for  four  companies 
of  cavalry.  CiLiieral  Sully  had  been  ordered  to  build  this  post  and 
three  others  of  the  same  kind,  one  at  a' point  nearly  opposite 
Painted  Wood  Creek,  one  at  a  point  where  the  old  trading  post 


killing-  and  plini<l':rin?jr  as  they  went  until  tlioy  reached  the  Ing'alls'  place. 
After  killin-j,-  .Mr.  Iir^aUs  th-\-  too!<  .M.dviiia  and  George  i)ri.sonerii  and 
also  carried  them  to  Little  Cvow'a.  .lennie,  Amanda  and  George  were 
delivered  at  Canij)  PLeleaso,  but  ^lelviiia  was  earried  off  across  the 
prairies  by  the  l^i>\y<-r  t^iovix  \\iio  tied  immediately  after  the  batrle  of 
A\'ood  Lake.  I  he.ird  iiothing  of  Melvina  after  that  uatil""  wiieii  I  was 
at  Crow  (^reck  in  1^-t;:;  ii'-ws  enrm-  that  she  h;i<l  h^  ea  deli^■ered  to  her 
friends  in  Minnes'>ta.  In  looK-inu-  o\er  some  'dd  jiaper.s  1  find  that  my 
father  Avas  adniitii- ir<' tor  .)f  tiif  estate  of  .1.  H.  IiigalLs.  aanl  tiiat  as  sucli 
administrater  h.:  r^  eovereil  in  lS,t;i  some  mtine\-  due  the  estate  from  the 
government  and  th.it  lie  I'ai'l  it  over  to  .J.-nni.-,  .\.in;nida,  Melxiim  and 
George,  and  tl.at  M^lvina  was  alive  on  Oeeemher  .'.0,  IsGf).  I  iia%'e  lieard 
nothing  of  tliein  for  n.  arl>-  fort\-  >ears. 

Privatf  I'^rank  .M'  \'<-rs,  in  his  book.  "Sold  ier i  n u'  in  ]>akota,"  at  p.-i  ge 
6,  says:  Ct^ntin-'d  up  th.'  w.  st  sid.'  of  the  river  to  i-'ort  I'ierre.  arri\-ing 
tiiere  about  .lane  .Ith.  (IStp;).  \\"hil''  in  cam])  th^re  an  Tndi.in  by  the 
name  of  Crazy  i 'oa-.  who  afterwards  l)eeane-  our  uui-b'.  eami-  into  camp 
one  day  with  a  white  girl  in  his  jiossession  wlmtn  lie  !iad  stob-ii  from 
the  hostile  Iinlian-  some  three  or  four  hundr-.d  miles  furtlnr  up  the 
riv^-r.  After  a  p-iih'Us  jo\i i-n»'.\'.  traxadinir  by  night  and  resting  in  the 
daytim-'  he  sner, -.-ded  in  .Indinu  lh<'  bands  of  Indians  roustantl\-  roam- 
ing over  tilt-'  coiintrv.  TIw  i^irl's  name  was  I^uvina  ingles  and  she  had 
biH'U  eu'tnrtd  b\-  the  lndi;in<  durinu  the  summei-  of  ISfJJ  at  tlie  mas- 
sacre of  .\%'V,-  rirn.  M  inn"-;.ita.  All  of  th.'  T-.st  of  her  f:iniil\-  I'eing 
murd^Tt'd."  T'l-'-  a'''-ount  '-:i\.-ri  b\-  Snniui-l  .1.  Mrown  is  a  h-~oi  ut .'! ;.'  trust- 
worthy. Mr.  M.  -.  ers  is  sliuhtl>-  mistak-  ii  m  th-^  name,  and  he  throws 
doubt  "about   I'd  iek   Tomaliawk   b.'ing  in  anywis(>  eoncern.-d   in   th"  rescue. 

Folio — 20. 
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called  Fort  Williams  had  been,  the  other  on  the  Yellowstone  river, 
near  a  place  called  Brazeau's  house,  that  had  been  builded  by  the 
fur  company  long  before,  as  I  learned  from  old  traders,  probably  in 
the  days  when  General  Ashley  was  the  head  of  the  fur  company. 
General  Sully  had  left  us  at  Swan  Lake  Creek  and  gone  up  the 
river  by  steamer. 

From  this  time  on  to  the  i8th  of  July  we  were  busy  in  cross- 
ing the  river  by  a  very  good  ferry  seized  and  put  in  operation  by  the 
30th  Wisconsin  boys,  who  were  noted  for   ingenuity  as  good 
axeman  as  well  as  good  pie  makers.    They  had  lots  of  pies  ready 
to  sell  to  us  after  we  got  across  the  river.    Log  buildings— gen- 
erally 80  feet  long— were  erected  24  feet  apart  around  a  square 
that  measured  400  feet  on  each  side.    The  24  feet  between  build- 
ings was  filled  in  with  stockade  with  a  gate  near  the  center 
of  the  east,  west  and  north  site  large  enough  to  drive  a  team 
through.     Everything   having   been   attended   that   promised  to 
warrant  success  for  the  expedition  the  northwestern  Indian  expe- 
dition started  on  its  long  and  tedious  journey  to  Yellowstone 
River  on  the  iptth  of  July.  1864.  and  camped  on  Minna-pata  Creek 
(Fire  Creek  or  Fire  Water).    The  20th  camped  on  the  Cannon 
Ball  river.    P'oUowing  up  we  camped  twiGt?  more  on  that  river. 
On  the  25th  we  turned  north  to  Heart  river,  where  we  camped 
two  nights  and  undertook  to  make  up  a  i)ack  train  with  team 
mules,  but  failed  for  one  cinch  was  missing  from  the  pack  saddles. 
We  then  loaded,  1,500  pounds  into  each  wagon  and  started  at  noon 
on.  the  25th,  leaving  four  companies  in  command.  Captain  Wm. 
Tripp,  of  Company  B  Dakota  cavalry,  to  guard  the  surplus  sup- 
plies and  camp  of  150  wagons  of  emigrants— men,  women  and 
children,  on  their  way  to  Idaho  that  came  across  from  Minnesota 
with  the  brigade.  (66)  After  pushing  on  for  al)out  ten  miles  we 
saw  the  captain  of  the  Nebraska  scouts  coming    from    the   front  as 
fast  as  his  horse  could  run.  He  rode  up  to  the  general  and  re[n)rtecl 
that  his  comj^any  had  been  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  Indians 
and  had  all  been  cut  to  pieces.    The  general  saw  at  once  that  the 
man  was  intoxicated  and  put  him  under  arn-st  and  sent  him  to 
march  in  rear  of  the  ambulances.    Lushing  r:i[ndly  on  for  about 
five  miles   we   found  the  scouts   all   in   good   healthy  condition 
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waiting  for  us.  It  seems  the  general  had  secretly  sent  the  company 
out  at  midnight  with  one  trusted  sergeant  (67)  of  Company  A 
Dakota  cavalry  with  a  good  field  glass  to  watch  from  some  hill 
top  to  see  if  he  could  discern  any  Indians  moving  around  to  the 
north  of  us  on  the  course  we  were  moving.  He  did  discover  about 
30  Indians  but  they  were  nearly  between  him  and  the  company  so 
he  had  to  lie  still  and  let  the  Indians  pass  around  the  base  of  the 
hill  until  they  came  in  sight  of  the  company  and  were  attacked  by 
it  when  they  took  to  the  hills  and  got  out  of  sight  as  soon  as 
possible,  when  the  sergeant  rejoined  the  company.  When  night 
came  on  we  .^inipl}'  halted  and  camped  right  there  as  each  brigade 
was  marching  in  two  columns  about  100  feet  apart  with  the  wagons 
between  the  two  columns.  It  was  a  very  good  formation  for 
protecting  our  wagons.  W  q  were  not  allowed  to  build  any  fires 
at  that  camp  for  fear  the  Indians  would  discover  us.  On  the  27th 
we  pushed  on  before  the  sun  cam.e  up  and  camped  that  night  on 
Big  Knife  River.  Starting  again  on  the  28th  before  the  sun  was 
up  we  made  about  ten  miles  and  took  lunch  and  grass  about  9 
a.  m.  when  we  resumed  our  course  for  an  hour  or  more.  The 
scouts  who  had  been  out  since  daylight  met  us  and  reported  large 
numbers  camped  along  the  foot  of  mountam  range  called  by  the 
Indians  "Toc-sha-o-wa-coo-ta."  (I  use  the  letters  according  to 
their  sound  in  writing  English).  The  meaning  as  interpreted  in 
English  is  "The  place  where  they  kill  the  deer."  Here  we  halted 
for  a  short  time  and  the  second  brigade  which  was  for  that  time 
marching  in  rear  of  the  first  brigade  was  moved  up  on  the  left 
of  the  first  brigade  and  a  part  of  each  brigade  was  dismounted  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  as  follows  :  Six  companies  of  the  6th  Iowa 
cavalry  mounted  formed  the  right,  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
riding  in  columns  of  twos  on  the  right  of  the  wagon  train  and 
led  horses.  Col.  Thomas'  brigade  was  on  the  left,  formed  the  same 
as  the  rith  cavalry  was  on  the  right  of  the  line.  The  balance  of 
the  second  brigade,  with  command  of  7th  Iowa  cavalry  dismounted, 
formed  the  center  and  formed  in  sort  of  skirmish  line  three  paces 
apart.  The  wagi>n  train  and  led  horses  were  in  rear  cif  m)'  com- 
mand. Our  line  was  one  and  one-fourth  mile  long.  When  we 
came  in  sight  of  the  Indians  it  was  seen  that  their  cam[)  extended 
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about  four  miles  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain  range  that  ex- 
tended a  long  distance  along  the  south  side  of  the  Little  ^lis- 
souri  river.    The  ground  over  which  we  had  to  march  was  rolling 
prairie  with  little  grass.  It  was  alkali  ground ;  the  day  was  very  hot 
and  the  boys  sweat  as  they  toiled  steadily  on  over  the  dusty  plain 
and  suffered  much  for  want  of  water.  Once  we  passed  a  dry  bed  ot 
a  creek  or  a  series  of  water  holes,  but  it  was  almost  impossible 
io  drink  it  as  it  was  so  strong  of  alkali.    Just  ^as  we  came  to  these 
water  holes  we  met  the  Indians  scattered  all  over  the  prairie  on 
foot  and  on  horseback.    They  seemed  to  be  in  no  hurry  to  meet 
us,   but  held   back.     This   was   the   most   formiablc   array  the 
Dakota  Indians  had  ever  seen  and  they  took  a  good  look  at  us. 
About  this  time  an  Indian  very  gayly  dressed,  carrying  a  large 
war  club  gorgeously  ornamented  appeared  in  front  of  the  6th  Iowa 
cavalry  and  called  loudly  to  us  and  gesticulated  wildly  about  one- 
half  a  mile  away.     When   discovered   Major   Wood,   chief  of 
cavalry,  approached  my  position  and  said,  "The  general  sends 
his  compliments  and  wishes  you  to  kill  that  Indian  for  God's 
sake."      I  dismounted  and  called  out  two  men  from  Company  K 
and  one  from"  Company  L,  /th  Iowa  cavalr}-,  who  1  knew  were 
marksmen  and  the  only  men  who  carried  Springfield  ritle  muskets 
and  directed  them  to  take  the  best  aim  possible  and  lire  while  I 
watched  closely  to  see  if  the  ball  struck  the  ground  between  us 
and  the  hill  on  which  the  Indian  stood,  but  the  balls  all  passed 
over  the  hill.    The  Indian  stood  with  his  left  side  toward  us  and 
immediately   stretched  himself   out   Hat   along   tlie   horse's  back 
and  plied  his  left  heel  vigorously  against  the  Hank  oi  his  pony 
and  disappeared  from  my  sight  over  the  hill.     Cut  the  general 
was  sume  distance  to  my  right  and  upon  much  higher  grouna 
and   afterwards   told   me   that   the   Indian    fell    Irum   his  horse 
when  nearly  down  the  hill  and  was  put  on  his  horse  by  other 
Indians  who  were  on  foot  and  held  there  till  they  reached  the 
mountains,  then  about  four  miles  away. 

These  were  the  first  guns  fired.  From  this  un  there  was  a 
sort  of  go-as-you-please  firing  all  along  the  line.  Shortly  after  this-, 
Captain  Nathaniel  Tope  inephew  of  Major  General  John  Pope), 
was  ordered' to  place  one  of  his  four  Howit7m-trr  the  spac^-te- 
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tween  my  right  and  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry  which  he  did  and  fired 
one  shell  which  I  think  was  certainly  the  first  time  these  northern 
or  Missouri  River  Sioux  ever  saw  anything  of  the  kind  for  they 
fired  up  into  the  air  to  kill  whatever  it  was  that  they  had  heard 
coming  through  the  air,  as  they  told  me  afterwards. 

**A/'  Minnesota,  was  on  our  right  and  now  began  firing, 
bursting  their  shells  about  So  feet  above  the  ground.  The  In-, 
dians  now  began  to  fall  back.  All  the  lodges  that  we  had  seen 
standing  along  the  base  of  the  mountain  had  by  this  time  been 
taken  down  and  carried  into  the  brush,  'together  with  the  poles, 
camp  kettles,  packs  of  dried  buffalo  meat,  etc.- 

Captain  Pope  passed  out  on  my  left  with  the  four  Howitzers 
in  front  of  the  second  brigade  and  disappeared  behind  a  high 
hill,  but  was  soon  called  back  by  the  general  and  informed  that 
a  battery  was  not  a  good  thing  to  scout .  with.  About  this  time 
]\Iajor  Brackett's  four  companies,  which  had  been  held  in  re- 
serve, and  perhaps  the  Dakota  cavalry,  were  sent,  the  first  in 
advance,  the  second  to'  the  rear  of  Captain  Jones'  battery.  About 
500  Indians  that  hcxd  been  out  looking  for  us  now  came  in  on  our 
trail  and  clustered  up  together  in  our  rear,  when  a  shell  ex- 
ploded in  their  midst,  killing  six  Indiaus  and  five  horses  and 
frightening  the  balance  terribly.  The  trouble  was  that  the  in- 
fantry ^cuuld  not  get  near  enough  to  do  much  execution  but 
P.rackett's  troop  was  now  pushing  them  hard  close  up  to  the 
base  of  the  moiyitain  where  he  made  a  furious  charge  and  piled 
up  27  Indians  in  one  pile,  10  of  them  killed  with  a  sabre.  Here 
the  Indians  all  disappeared  in  the  brush  and  timber  in  the 
mountains.  }^[ajor  Brackett  sighted  another  camp  of  about  100 
lodges  behind  a  spur  of  mountains,  but  the  Indians  ran,  leaving 
the  lodges  standing.  It  now  being  nearly  sun-down  we  fell  back 
about  a  mile  and  lay  dow  to  rest;  having  no  tents  camp  was 
soon  established.  My  mess  was  made  up  of  four  officers  and  . 
two  servants.  Two  of  us  carried  each  one-half  of  a  hani  in 
our  mess  bags  and  the  lialance  carried  the  sugar,  coffee  and  hard 
tack.  Sui)per  was  soon  over  and  each  reposing  on  the  groun  1 
using  his  saddle  for  a  pillow. 

.July  29th   we  were  up  long  before   sunrise  and  preparing 
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breakfast  and  soon  as  that  was  disposed  of  we  moved  west 
along  the  foot  of  the  -mountain  to  find  a  pass  through  which 
we  could  travel  to  find  the  Indians,  but  could  find  none.  After 
traveling  seven  miles  we  returned  to  the  battle  ground  and  i,ooo 
men  were  detailed  under  Lieut.  Col.  :McAckron  to  destroy  the 
Indian  property  and  he  reported  and  asked  for  more  men.  and 
800  were  sent.  It  took  about  three  hours,  in  which  time  1.600 
lodges,  made  of  tanned  buffalo  and  elk  skins,  were  destroyed. 
Then  we  started  back  for  our  camp  on  Heart  river,  and  camped 
six  miles  out  on  our  trail.  Just  before  retreat  was  sounded 
•two  of  the  guards  were  killed.  Every  man  was  soon  in  his 
saddle,  for  we  had  not  taken  the  saddles  off,  but  it  appears 
that  a  party  of  six  Indians  had  done  the  work  and  ran  oft. 
During  the  night  a  sergeant  of  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry,  in  charge 
of  one  of  the  picket  posts,  was  killed  by  his  own  .guards  by  a 
foolish  blunder,,  shooting  without  challenging. 

This  completes  the  battle  at  the  place  where  they  kill  deer. 
.  On  July  31SL  we  reached  Heart  creek  and  found  everything 
safe.     The  last  day  the  rain  poured  down  and  everybody  was 
wet  and  cross.     We  had  marched   160  miles  and   fought  nine 
hours  in  five  days. 

August  1st  was  a  beautiful  day  and  we  were  thoroughly  dr}- 
by  10  a.  m.  and  all  arms  cleaned  and  equipments  put  in  order. 

.Au£rust  2nd  reloaded. 

August  3rd  we  started  west  up  Heart  River,  saw  20  or  30 
Indians  ahead  ot^  us  but  did  not  overtake  them.  Camped  two 
nights  on  this  river  and  reached  the  top  of  the  great  divide  that 
follows  close  along  the  east  side  of  the  Little  Missouri  river. 
The  country  that  here  opens  to  view-  baftles  my  descriptive  power>5 
and  I  will  leave  it  to  General  Sully's  official  report.  He  de- 
scribes well  but  does  not  exaggerate.  We  camped  the  night  of 
the  5th  on  the  top  of  the  divide,  finding  water  near  by  though 
about  300  feet  below  in  a  deep  gorge. 

August  6th  the  first  mile  and  a  half  travel  was  down  a 
gentler  slope  of  water  washed  barren  earth.  Here  we  found  the  dry 
bed  of  a  creek  and  cuiisiderable  digging  was  ncces.-,ary  to  make 
a  road  wide  enough  for  one  wagon.    There  we  saw  the  veritable 
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Bad  Lands  of  western  Dakota.  About  twelve  miles  brought 
us  to  a  small  creek  of  good  water  just  at  the  edge  of  the  bot- 
tom lauds  along  the  Little  Missouri  river,  where  we  camped  with 
good  grass  on  the  bottom  lands.  After  dinner  the  general  sent 
an  orderly  for  me  and  informed  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  go 
forward  the  next  day  and  examine  the  country,  find  a  camping 
place,  also  find  where  we  could  cross  and  find  our  way  out  of 
the  Yellowstone  valley  to  the  open  country  towards  the  Yellow- 
stone river.  He  would  give  me  seven  companies  together  with 
150  men  with  picks,  sliovels  and  revolvers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  /th  of  August  I  reported  at  his  tent 
at  4  a.  in.  as  he  had  instructed,  with  the  detail  from  the  6th 
Iowa  cavalry,  two  companies,  and  three  companies  from  m) 
regiment,  the  Jth  Iowa  cavalry,  in  readiness  near  by,  but  had  to 
wait  some  time  for  the  detail  from  the  second  brigade.  By  his 
consent  I  moved  on  about  a  mile,  the  better  to  grass  the  horses. 
I  crossed  the  river  and  stopped  in  a  beautiful  glade  ahnost  sur- 
rounded with  brush  and  timber.  This  was  not  exactly  the 
safest  place  to  stop,  but  the  grass  was  so  good  that  I  took  the 
risk  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  balance  of  the  detail  for  our 
move  when  Captain  Butterfieid  reported  with  what  he  called  two 
companies  (his  own  company,  consisting  of  39  men,  and  another 
counting  just  IQ  men  and  officers).  Instructed  him  to  grase  his 
horses  here  until  I  could  examine  the  route  further  on  and  I 
would  send  an  orderly  back  for  him,  but  on  no  condition  was  he 
to  allow  his  men  to  let  go  the  horses'  ropes  for  a  moment.  .\s 
soon  as  I  moved  on.  his  men  were  allowed  to  picket  their  horses 
and  go  off  picking  choke  cherries.  A  grizzly  or  cinnamon  bear 
ran  out  of  the  woods  and  stampeded  the  horses  of  two  companies 
and  he  did  not  rejoin  me  until  after  11  o'clock.  I  selected  a  new 
camp  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  where  I  expected  to  make  the 
final  crossing  and  sent  a  man  back  to  conduct  the  general  to  the 
camp,  and  pushed  across  the  river  and  found  the  dry  bed  of  a 
creek  would  answer  for  a  road  for  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  when  I  left  for  the  prairie.  In  the  south  bank  of  this  creek 
there  was  seven  feet  of  coal  in  sight  for  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 
This  place  is  not  far  from  the  crossing  made  afterwards  by  the 
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Northern  Pacific  railroad.    From  this  point  on  it  required  con- 
siderable labor  to  make  a  passable  road  for  about  a  mile,  then 
we  had  but  little  to  do.    Having  now  reached  the  high  praine 
I  determined  to  return  to  the  river.    The  river  is  very  shallow 
and  varies  in  width  from  80  to  100  feet.    I  had  strung  out  the 
men  en  cither  side  of  the  line  so  as  to  protect  the  route  and  m- 
sure  our  chances  to  return,  and  called  in  these  men  as  I  came 
to  them.    But  for  some  reason  one  entire  company  failed  to  fol- 
low in  until  I  had  dismissed  the  several  details  to  their  various 
commands  and  the  two  companies  of  my  own  regiment  had  taken 
off  their  saddle.^.     Then  we  saddled  up  and  started  out  m  a 
hurrv  to  see  what  was  the  cause  of  the  delay.    By  the  time  we 
reached  the  river  about  a  half  mile  away  we  were  on  the  run. 
Then  we  saw  the  company,  Captain  Cooper's  Company  K,  7th 
Iowa  cavalry,  coming  out  of  the  hills,  while  thousands  of  In- 
dians as  if  bv  magic,  appeared  all  over  the  hills  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river.'  Thev  were  on  the  run  but  they  swung  into  line 
and  fired  a  voUev  and  two  Indian  horses  ran  off  without  riders. 
Within  five  minutes  five  or  six  howitzers  were  throwing  shells 
across  the  river  and  the  Indians  were  falling  back.    \\  hen  they 
had  put  themselves  at  a  safe  distance  they  began  calling  to  us 
and  telhng  us  that  thev  had  got  us  just  where  they  wanted  us; 
that  since  the  fight  of  the  28th  of  July  500  more  lodges  haa 
joined  them  and  we  had  better  get  a  little  sleep  that  night  for 
tomorrow  we  would  all  have  to  die.    Answering  back  we  told 
them  that  thev  did  not  know  how  to  fight  and  that  tomorrow  some 
Of  them  might  have  to  die.    I  believe  that  at  least  3.000  shots 
were  fired  that  night.    The  guards  were  increased.    At  9  or  10 
o'clock  that  night  hundreds  of  wolves  had  gathered  around  us 
and  pandemonium  seemed  to  have  broken  loose— wolves  howling 
and  guns  being  fired  in  everv  direction. 

We  started  very  early  the  morning  of  August  8th,  the  sec- 
ond brigade  in  the  lead,  following  the  advance  guard,  four  com- 
panies, Uicn  the  general  with  the  second  birgade,  all  strung  out 
in  columns  of  twos  up  the  dry  bed  oi  that  litde  creek,  then  the 
wagons  strung  out  one  at  a  time.  It  Was  tedious.  The  left 
column  of  the  first  brigade  under  my  direction  was  one-halt  dis- 
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mounted.  The  dismounted  men  crawled  along  the  side  hill  near 
the  .top  to  protect  the  south  side  of  those  250  wag'ons.  The 
right  column  of  the  first  brigade  doing  the  same  on  the  north. 
The  ground  was  very  rough  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  When 
all  the  wagons  had  got  out  of  the  creek  they  were  closed  up  in 
the  rear  of  the  second  brigade  which  had  halted  on  a  few  acres 
of  open"  ground  between  two  high  hills.  Two  Howitzers  were 
unlimbered  and  pulled  by  hand  up  one  of  these  hills  and  shells 
were  fired  in  every  direction  to  drive  the  Indians  out  of  the 
ravines.- 

My  report  of  road-making  the  day  before  was  accompanied 
by  a  map  showing  the  location  of  all  ravines  and  all  places  on 
both  sides  of  the  road  where  v/ater  could  be  obtained.  About 
noon  we  'started  on  and  when  we  arrived  where  the  country  was 
more  open  the  wagons  got  into  four  lines  instead  of  two  and  we 
got  along  much  better.  After  reaching  the  point  where  I  had 
quit  road-making  the  day  before  the  head  of  the  column  turned 
from  the  west  to  a  northwest  course.  The  Indians  nearly  all 
disappeared  from  sight  from  i  till  4  o'clock,  but  as  soon  as  we 
were  well  out  on  the  southwest  course  they  attacked  us  from 
the  rear  about  1,000  strong.  Just  at  this  point,  or  a 'little  before, 
heavy  firing  was  going  on  in  advance  and  nearly  all  of  the  6th 
Iowa  cavalry  which  was  protecting  the  right  of  the  wagons, 
moved  on  and  the  right  of  them  was  left  v/holly  without  pro- 
tection, and  I  put  my  dismounted  men  across  the  rear  of  the 
wago^^  train,  hiding  them  from  sight.  Then  a  man  from  Com- 
pany H,  6th  Iowa  cavalry,  one  of  the  two  companies  acting  as 
guard,  was  shot  in  the  rear  with  an  arrow,  which  though  not 
dangerous  was  very  painful,  and  he  made  a  great  noise.  His 
company  returned  to  pick  him  up  and  Company  A,  Dakota 
cavalry,  made  one  of  its  characteristic  dashes  for  the  enemy  and 
two  of  the  Indian  horses  ran  oft  with  out  riders.  The,  two-  com- 
panies of  the  rear  guard  then  returned  to  their  places.  The  In- 
dians came  on  again  till  within  about  twenty  rods  of  my  con- 
cealed line  when  we  all  shot  at  them  and  two  more  horses  went 
off  without  riders.  We  then  hurried  on  over  the  ridge  and  found 
the  command  going  into  camp  by  a  small  lake.    For  about  two 
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hours  there  was  some  skirmishing  all  around  on  every  side.  Here 
we  found  a  great  many  springs,  although  it  was  on  the  high 
prairie.  The  Indians  appeared  in  great  numbers  all  around  us 
but  kept  at  rifle  distance.  Our  men  were  very  industrious,  try- 
ing many  schemes  to  get  at  them  but  all  efforts  failed.  The 
Indians  remained  in  sight  until  dark  and  were  found  the  same 
he  next  moniing.  We  then  turned  to  the  northwest,  over  very 
rough  ground  and  made  very  slow  progress  until  lo  o'clock, 
'r.  when  we  found  their  abandoned  camp  just  about  three  miles  west 

\  of  where  we  quit  road-making  on  the  /th  inst.    As  we  passed 

fc  ■  .  through  the  camping  ground  great  numbers  of  Indians  were  in 

[    •  sight   to  the  northeast.     This   we   had   noticed   before   we  had 

r  found  their  camping  place.     It  was  a  strategic  manoeuvre  to 

\  draw  us  away  from  the  camp,  but  we  did  not  heed  it  but  kept 

on'  and  soon  found  their  trail  leading  north.    We  followed  the 
;  trail  for  a  few  miles  and  found  the  Indians  had  divided.  About 

-    -  one-third  seemed  to  have  turned  to  west  towards  Powder  river, 

while  the  balance  had  continued  north.    Here  I  went  to  the  gen- 
r  eral  and  requested  him  to  allow  me  to  go  in  pursuit  of  those  that 

\  ■  had  gone  west,  but  he  took  me  a  Httle  to  one  side  and  informed 
I  me  that  he  would  not  as  the  food  was  almpst  gone  and  we  must 

j    ■  reach  the  steamboats  on  the  Yellowstone  just  as  soon  as  possible. 

|- -   .  .  ■  About  five  or  six  miles  further  on  we  went  into  camp.  Here 

:        an  amusing  incident  occurred.    The  bugler  at  headquarters  was 
a  Russian  somewhat  advanced  in  years.     He  had  served  in  the 
i  army  before  coming  to  America,  was  a  very  sober  and  useful 

j  man,  and  in  the  night  while  he  was  sleeping  under  a  gun .  car- 

!  riage  an  alarm  was  given  and  the  old  man's  spurs  became  fast  in 

'  some  grain  sacks  and  he  became  rattled  and   the  call  that  he 

sounded  is  not  laid  down  in  the  books.  It  was  sinq^ly  a  contin- 
uous blast,  but  it  served  the  same  purpose  and  brought  every 
man  to  his  feet.  Five  balls  were  thrown  that  lighted  up.  the 
whole  country,  but  nothing  serious  was  discovered  and  the  old 
bugler  retired  to  his  bed  chamber. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth  of  August  a  battalion  was  sent 
longest  march  of  the  campaign— thirly-six  iniles  with  very  little 
wat^er  and  almost  no  grass  at  all.    Many  horses  gave  out  during 
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the  day  and  were  shot.  When  the  second  brigade  passed  my  tent 
to  take  its  place  in  advance  ready  for  the  next  day  it  was  lO 
o'clock  p.  m.  Reckoning  w^e  were  near  the  Yellowstone  river  a 
gun  was  sent  out  in  advance  about  a  mile  and  a  half  and  fired 
several  times  but  got  no  response  from  the  steamers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth  of  August  a  battallion  was  sent 
out  to "  reconnoitre  and  having  seen  the  river  returned  to  camp 
about  9  o'clock  and  all  started  on.  When  within  about  four 
miles  I  with  my  glass  discovered  a  flag  on  a  hill  about  five  miles 
to  the  left  of  our  course.  When  we  reached  the  bank  the  two 
steamboats,  Chippewa  Falls  and  the  Aionc,  dropped  their  anchors 
and  swung  around  in  the  current.  In  half  an  hour  about  200 
men  were  fishing  for  yellow  cat  fish  and  great  numbers  were 
caught  and  soon  dressed  and  over  the  fires.    Oh!  What  a  feast! 

No  time  was  lost,  and  my  command  slept  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  that  night,  and  some  other  troops  were  after  us. 
One  of  the  steamers  was  used  to  transfer  the  saddles  and  other 
equipments  and  they  rowed  them  over  and  I  believe  one  soldier 
was  drowned.  This  is  50  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river 
by  land  and  General  Sully  with  his  staft'  and  troop  started  for 
Fort  Union  where  one  company  of  the  30th  Wisconsin  infantry 
were  stationed.  As  I  followed  down  the  valley  the  steamboats 
were  going  down  the  river  and  from  50  to  250  elk  would  be 
frightened  out  of  one  bend  of  the  river.  It  took  five  or  six  days 
to  get  all  the  troops  transferred  to  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri 
river.  One  man  fTom  Company  L,  7th  Iowa  cavalry,  was 
drowned. 

Major  Van  Winder  of  the  Minnesota  troops,  who  had  been 
assigned  to  duty  as  topographical  engineer,  surveyed  and  marked 
out  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Buford,  which  was  after- 
wards built  by  the  troops  of  the  regular  army.  Here  the  steamer 
Island  City  was  wrecked  and  bcc^ime  a  total  loss. 

Having  refitted  we  pulled  out  for  Fort  Rerthold,  140  miles 
down  the  river,  also  on  the  north  side.  Nothing  worthy  of  notice 
occurred  on  this  trip. 

Fort  Berthold  was  a  post  of  the  American  Fur  Company. 
We  had  one  company  of  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry  in  command  of 
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Captain  Moorland.  After  staying  here  we  started  again  and 
camped  on  a  small  creek.  2^Iustered  for  pay  on  August  31st,  but 
did  not  get  any  pay.  From  here  we  went  north  and  camped  on 
or  near  a  lake,  perhaps  covering  about  hve  acres  of  very  m- 
dififerent  water.  Here  we  encountered  countless  numbers  of 
buffalo  scattered  all  over  the  prairie  in  bunches  of  from  four  to 
five  hundred  and  had  plenty  of  fresh  meat.- 

The  1st  of  September  we  continued  north  to  the  Dog  House, 
being  located  at  the  southern  edge  of  the  blouse  river  valley 
which  is  here  very  wide  and  covered  with  grass  differing  very 
much  from  any  otlier  grass  I  ever  saw  in  Dakota  in  tliat  it  was 
very  fine  and  tall  with  but  a  very  small  stalk,  in  fact  is  nearly 
all  leaves  and  I  should  say  would  yield  over  two  tons  of  hay  per 
acre.  Here  we  lay  over  one  day.  The  grazing  was  fine  and 
our  animals  had  a  tremendous  feast  and  rest. 

When  we  started  from  here  September  4th  we  traveled  south- 
east and  there  was  a  good  heavy  rain  for  about  two  hours.  We 
stopped  at  a  grove  of  timber  containnig  an  acre  or  two  to  get 
wood.  Passing  in  we  came  to  a  chain  of  seven  lakes  running  nearly 
east  and  west.  We  passed  on  the  right  of  the  most  easterly  lake 
which  I  judged  was  two  miles  long  and  from  20  to  40  rods  wide 
with  not  more  than  three  feet  of  water  in  the  deepest  places. 
The  boys,  some  of  them  rode  all  over  it.  Everything  wet  and 
grass  good  the  general  announced  that  we  would  stay  here  two 
nights,  which  announcement  was  joyously  received  for  they 
would  have  lots  of  fun  hunting  buffalo.  ■    '  ■ 

September  6th  we  made  about  25  miles  and  camped  at  the 
head  of  Painted  ^^'ood  creek  where  the  Black  Tomahawk  bought 
the  girl  prisoner  that  was  given  up  to  me  in  December,  1802. 
Her  name  was  Melvina  English.  (66).  She  was  about  twelve  years 
old  and  said  her  father  was  killed  at  their  home  a  few  miles 
below  Yellow  Medicine  agency,  on  the  :Minnesota  river.  From 
this  place  about  fourteen  miles  brought  us  to  Apple  river  where 
General  Sibley  had  camped  in  1863,  and  we  examined  his  camp 
and  it  was  easy  to  see  where  the  generahs  tent  had  stood  within 
an  enclosure  made  of  sods  piled  up  about  three  feet  high  in  the 
center  of  camp.    We  also  found  the  grave  of  the  general's  volun- 
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teer  aid  who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  while  riding  througli 
the  woods  to  execute  an  order  of  General  Sibley.    General  Sully 
had  his  remains  disinterred  and  boxed  up  and,  as  I  was  informed 
at  the  time,  they  were  to  be  shipped  to  Cardif,  in.  Wales,  where 
the  father,  Lord  Beavon,  lived.     We  arrived  at  the  :vIissouri 
river  opposite  Fort  Rice  on  the  9th  day  of  September  to  find 
everybody   excited.     During  our   absence   General   Fisk   of  the 
general  staff  of  the  army  had  arrived  from  ^linnesota.    The  ob- 
ject of  his  expedition  was  a  reconaisance  for  a  railroad  line  to 
the  Pacific  coast.    He  had  no  military  force  with  him,  but  a  few 
hired  men  and  an  emigrant  train  from  ^Minnesota.     He  had  an 
order  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  General  Sully  directing  hmi 
to  furnish  a  military  escort  if  practicable,  and  he  presented  it  to 
Colonel  Dill  of  the  30th  Wisconsin  who  was  in  command  at  Fort 
Rice.    WhQii  we  left  that  place  in  July  we  left  about  sixty  men 
there  that  were  invalids  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Smith  of  Com- 
pany A,  Dakota  cavalry.    About  fifty  of  these  men  were  ordered 
by  Colonel  Dill  to  proceed  as  an  escort  for  Captain  disk's  emi- 
grant train  of  men,  w>)mcn  and  children.     They   followed  our 
trail  to  the  point  on  the  Cannon  Ball  river  where  we  turned  north 
toward  Heart  river.     From  tliere  they  kt^pt  a  westerly  C(jurse 
to  the  eastern  border  of  the  r>ad  Lands  lying  along  the  Little 
]Missouri  river,  where   they   were  corralcd  by  the   Indians  and 
lost   six   men   and   their   ammunition   wagon.     Nothing  lurther 
need  be  said  of  this  unfortunate  affair  except  to  say  that  Lieu- 
tenant Smith's  force  with  which  he  returned  to  Fort  Rice  for 
assistance  was  13  men  of  the  6ih  and  7th  Iowa  cavalry  and  they 
reached  that  place   without  accident   in   56  hours,   the  distance 
being  about  175  miles. 

The  T'eader  will  find  tlie  full  report  of  this  matter  in  the 
official  reports  of  General  Sully  and  Colonel  Dill  as  follows: 

While  the  party  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Fisk's  train  was  . 
absent  the  principal  part  of  the  second  brigade  started  east  for 
2sIinnesota  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  official  report: 

About  this  time  General  Sully  called  each  ofiicer  having- 
separate  commands  to  his  tent  in  front  of  F<^rt  Rice  tor  a .  con- 
sultation about  building  boat.,  for  the  transportation  ot  the  men 
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who  had  been  dismounted  by  the  loss  of  their  horses  during  the 
summer.  I  waited  for  those  who  outranked  me  to  express  their 
opinions.  They  all  opposed  it.  Then  I  assured  the  general  that 
it  was  practicable  and  that  I  had  some  experience  in  boat  build- 
ing and  the  general  ordered  me  to  begin  the  work.  In  two  days 
we  cut  and  hauled  the  logs  to  the  mill  and  sawed  the  lumber 
and  had  the  first  boat  in  the  water,  45  feet  long  and  10  feet 
wide  in  the  middle.  I  made  one  more  55  feet  long  and  12  feet 
wide.    Six  others  were  constructed. 

When  the  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Fisk  returned 
to  Fort  Rice  I  was  ordered  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  in  charge  of  a 
fleet  of  eight  boats  that  carried  411  men  and  all  the  equipments 
and  rations.  The  distance  by  river  is  over  1,000  miles  and  we 
beat  a  steam  boat  four  days. 

-  The  troops  of  my  command  were  placed  in  quarters  m 
rented  buildings  for  a  short  time,  when  Captain  B.  :Mahanna's 
Companv  L  was  mustered  out  of  service  having  completed  its 
term  of  service — three  years.  Very  few  men  in  this  company  had 
veteranized.  Company  had  about  one-half  rc-inlisted  and  Cap- 
tain Wolfe  and  First  Lieutenant  P».  T.  Ryan  were  mustered  out 
with  the  men  who  had  not  reinlistcd.  Were -mustered  out  Second 
Lieutenant  Anthony  captain  ami  the  com[)any  was  tilled  up  by 
new  recruits  and  Sergeant  Sampson  P.  Hughes  was  made  first 
'lieutenant  and  anctlier  sergeant  was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant 
and  the  company  was  fully  organized.  Captain  Francis  H. 
Corkins'  Campany  K  was  also  filled  up  and  was  sent  to  Spirit 
Lake,  Iowa,  for  the  winter. 

Earlv  in  Xovcmber  iruk  al^out  15  men  of  Company  ^1.  and 
40  of  Company  K  and  staried  up  the  Floyd  river  and  after  march- 
ing five  or 'six  miles  went  in  to  camp.  The  next  morning  I  left 
the  river  and  marched  northwest  to  the  l>ig  Sioux  river  near 
the  mouth  of  the  l>roken  Kettle  creek  and  tlu-n  fnllowed  up  the 
river.  My  object  was  to  look  for  Indians  from  ^.linnesota  that 
were  in  the  liabit  of  raiding  that  country  fall  and  spring  to  steal 
horses  and  get  a  few  scalps  from  hunting  parties.  Reaching  a 
point  just  hclnw  where  the  town  oi  Ihiwarck'n  imw  stands,  wliere 
my   brother,   Frederick    Pattee,   and    WiUiam   Tennis,   had  been 
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killed  on  the  9th  of  April  in  the  preceding  spring.  I  made  a 
diligent  search  for  their  remains.  They  had  been  shot  while 
going  down  the  river  in  a  boat.  Mr.  Tennis  had  lost  one  leg 
some  time  in  his  life  and  used  a  wooden  leg.  This  wooden  leg 
had  been  found  a  few  days  before  my  arrival  there  by  a  party 
of  men  from  Sioux  City.  When  the  leg  was  found  Tennis'  re- 
volver was  strapped  to  it.  I  found  one  of  my  brother's  boots 
and  in  it  the  bones  of  his  foot. 

Passing  on  from  here  we  camped  on  the  river  in  the  bend 
where  the  city  of  Canton  now  stands.  I  was  compelled  to  stay 
here  two  nights  because  I  was  too  sick  to  ride  my  horse.  During 
the  day  Lieutenant  Wallace  Pattec,  my  brother,  scouted  the 
country  on  the  west  or  Dakota  side  of  the  river  with  about  thirty 
men,  but  found  no  Indians.  On  the  second  day  I  was  able  to 
-ride  and  we  moved  due  north  towards  Sioux  Falls.  When  we 
were  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles  out  I  thought  I  discovered  a 
little  twist  of  smoke  arising  from  behind  a  small  patch  of  timber 
on  the  river.  Leaving  ten  men  with  the  wagons,  we,  with  the 
batteries,  made  a  headlong  dash  Um'  al)ont  one-half  mile  across 
the  river  and  through  the  timber  into  a  little '  camp  of  Yankton 
Indians  with  Louis  ^^lallett,  a  Frenchm^an  with  whom  I  was 
acquainted.  They  were  fearfully  frightened  at  the  impetuosity  of 
our  charge.  There  was  another  small  camp  near  by  of  IMni- 
nesota  Indians  with  wliom  was  one  of  the  Santees  that  helped 
to  kill  my  brother,  but  this  I  did  not  find  out  for  some  time. 
We  scouted  the  ■  country  all  around,  but  could  not  find  them. 
They  had  sighted  us  and  lost  no  time,  but  started  for  :Minnesota, 
as  I  learned  afterwards.  We  reached  Sioux  Falls  that  day  and 
the  next  day  I  sent  the  40  men  of  Company  K  with  one  team 
of  six  niules  on  their  way  to  Spirit  Lake,  where  they  arrived  in 
good  time  and  went  into  quarters  for  the  winter.  With  th(.' 
balance  of  f<.rces  [  went  u])  the  river  to  Dell  Rapids,  then  east 
to  the  great  Red  Pipestone  ([uarry,  whore  as  Longfellow  informs 
us,  that  in  accordance  with  the  Indian  legend,  "(jotchie  Manitou 
the  mighty,  came  down  and  sat  upon  the  UKjuntain  and  smoked 
the  peace  pipe  as  a  signal  t.>  the  natives."  Talk  about  poetical 
license!    I  think  in  this  case  it  has  been  stretched  to  its  utmost 
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limit,  as  said  mountains  are  only  about  20  feet  high.    But  as  I 
am  not  a  poet  I  am  not  a  competent  judge. _ 

Perhaps  people  who  have  had  no  experience  in  such  matters 
may  think  an  officer  in  command  of  a  military  squad  during  the 
winter  has  an  easy  time,  but  I  have  never  found  it  so.  ^len  in 
camp  or  garrison  with  nothing  to  do  but  take  care  of  their  horses 
and  equipments  soon  become  restive  and  tired,  and  give  more 
trouble  to  the  commander  than  when  in  the  ticld  or  on  an  active 
campaign. 

Very  little  occurred  during  the  winter  that  would  interest 
the  general  reader  until  near  spring,  when  General  Sully,  who 
had  his  hearquarters  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  began  organizing  troops 
among  the  rebel  prisoners  in  the  prison  camps  that  had  been 
established  by  the  government  at  Rock  Island  and  Chicago  for 
the  service  against  the  Indians  on  our  western  frontier.  Many 
of  the  prisoners  were,  anxious  to  enlist  or  do  anything  to  escape 
the  monotony  of  prison  life  and  made  excellent  soldiers  as  had 
been  proved  by  the  experience  with  the  ist  U.  S.  volunteers  that 
had  been  stationed  at  Fort  Rice  during  the  winter.  The  first 
was  organized  by  ^lajor  Ceneral  lUitler  at  Norfolk  and  Point 
Lookout  in  Virginia.  1  am  nni  able  to  say  just  how  many  were 
enlisted  at  Chicago  and  Rock  Island,  but  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  regi- 
ments were  organized  and  the  2d  and  3d  were  sent  out  into 
Nebraska  and  stationed  along  the  Platte  river.  '  One  battalion  of 
the  4Lh  regiment  (four  companies)  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thornton  was  sent  to  Fort  Randall  in  1865  ^^^^^  remained  there 
during  the  winter  of  1865-6.  The  ofticers  for  these  regiments 
were  selected  from  other  organizations  already  in  the  service  and 
about  20  enlisted  men  were  selected  from  the  6th  and  7th  Iowa 
X^olunteer  cavalry  for  line  oflicers  in  the  regiment.  Tliose  of  the 
7th  had  been  in  the  service  for  three  years;  ihos.e  of  the  6th  for 
a  year  and  a  half  and  made  excellent  officers. 

Preparations  f(^r  ancjther  campaign  against  the  Dakota  In- 
dians were  commenced  early  and  pu>hed  vigorously.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  decitk'd  to  change  the  plan  from  the  one  pur- 
sued last  vear.  lie  selecteil  a  porti(^n  of  the  (>tli  Iowa  cavalry, 
three  companies  of  the  7th  Ir^wa  cavalry  and  lirackett's  battalion 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


321 


Of  Minnesota  cavalry,  selecting  the  best  nien  and  kavmg  all 
.invalids  behind.  With  eleven  .ne„  of  Con.any  K,  7*  lo- 
cavalry,  I  left  Siottx  City,  Iowa,  at  8  a.  m.  May  29,  86,  and 
proceeded  to  Siottx  Fails  for  the  pt.rpose  of  locat.ng  a  fort  ther  » 
and  another  on  Jantes  river  .est  of  Sioux  Falls  ^e  better 
protection  of  northwestern  Iowa  and  southeastern  Dakota.^  A 
full  report  was  made  by  me  at  Yankton,  June   15,  i8o„ 

Yankton,  Dakota  Ter. 

Capt.  McNorton,  ,  - 

Asst.  Adjt.  N.  W.  Ind.  Ex.  V  ■ 

Sioux  City,  Iowa.  . 
Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  complance  with  C.cn-  . 
eral  Order  Xo.  — ,  the  and  N.  W.  Indian  Expedition,  date  May 
2,  1865.    I  left  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Monda,, 
mLv  -qth   1865,  with  a  small  escort  of  Eleven  men  ot  Co.  K 
th^o■wa  Cav.^'and  crossing  the  Sioux  River  at  the  Governmen 
Ferrv    overtook  the  wagon  train  with  supphes  tor  S.oux  FaUs 
undercharge  of  Lieut.  DcIIaven  and  a  detachment  of  Co.  b 
6th  Iowa  Cav.  at  the  Brule  Creek  crossing,  and  camped  ,u^ 
above  on  that  creek  having  made  24  miles.    On  the  30th  ot  May 
I  started  at  5  o'clock  and  kept  as  straight  a  course  as  possib  e 
North  about  twenty  miles  and  cantped  again  on  tite  Brule  CreeK 
Mav  31st,  continued  North  to  a  sntall  creek  that  runs  .nto  the 
Sio'nx   about   the   same   distance    as   yesterday  '''"^ 
course   was   North   about   fifteen  Vm  "  li  H   B  00  - 

about  10  miles  to  Sioux  Falls.    There  I  found  Mr.  FI.  H.  B.ook 
ins  and  four  n,en  of  Co.  "I"  6th  Iowa  Cav.    -  t^er  examm.ng 
both  sides  of  the  river  I  located  the  Post  on  the  South  XU=t 
Quarter  of  Section  16.  Township  (.01)  one  hundred  and  one, 
g    "of  U.nge  (4.)  fony-nine..  West  of  the  P-^ipal  cnd.an 
and  on  the  2nd  dav  of  June  exantiued  the  country  up  and  down 
;    "er  in  the  vicinity  and  decided  that  it  would  be-cheape 
h   Id  the  fort  of  stone  on  account  of  the  necessity  ot  hat  mg 
I0.S  so  far,  there  could  not  be  logs  enough  found  mM 
fi.^  n^U.s  to  build  with.    The  stone  is,  in  great  abundanee  and 
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of  excellent  kind,  and  easy  to  get  out,  and  easy  to  lay  up  in  wall. 
The  settlement  at  Sioux  Falls  was  a  fine  settlement  containing 
60  male  adults  and  containing  many  good  stone  buildings,  the 
balance  were  log  buildings.  These  were  all  destroyed  by  Indians 
after  they  were  abandoned  in  1862  at  the  time  of  the  great 
massacre  in  Alinnesota.  The  country  is  a  very  fine  one  and 
possesses  superior  agricultural  advantages  and  I  venture  to  assert 
that  as  a  grazing  country  it  is  not  surpassed  in  the  world.  Its 
superiority  in  this  respect,  like  many  other  good  parts  of  Dakota 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  grass  ou  the  high  prairie  dries  up 
in  the  summer  before  the  frost  conies  on  in  the  Fall  and  there 
being  but  little  rain  during  the  fall  and  but  little  snow  in  the 
winter  the  grass  thus  dried  and  cured  remains  as  much  good 
hay  w^ithout  the  trouble  of  cutting  and  stacking,  and  stock  will 
Sfenerally  get  through  the  winter  in  fair  condition  without  any 
other  care  or  trouble.  June  3rd,  1865  left  Fort  Brookings  at 
6  o'clock  A.  M.  with  the  addition  to  my  party  of  4  men  of 
Co.  'T''  6th  Iowa  Cav.  bearing  South  \\>st  to  the  crossing 
of  the  Big  Sioux  3  miles  and  171  feet  where  there  is  a  good  ford. 
I  then  followed  the  trail  to  Yankton  2  miles  and  2^'/2  feet  when 
I  turned  a  little  to  the  right  and  ,  followed  the  township  line 
between  100  to  loi  being  an  extension  of  the  North  line  of  the 
state  of  Iowa,  passing  over  rolling  prairie  14  miles  and  889 
feet  further  where  I  found  a  small  pond  of  water  and  watered 
our  animals,  then  marched  3  miles  and  3818  feet  and  camped 
at  two  small  ponds  on  a  branch  of  Vermillion  River.  Total 
distance  to  day  23  miles  2170  feet.  June  4th,  1S65  started 
at  5  o'clock  and  made  tlie  main  branch  of  .  Vermillion  River 
which  is  a  nice  little  creek  with  running  water  6  feet  wide  and 
four  inches  deep.  In  regard  to  building  a  station  at  this  point 
I  would  say  that  it  has  good  water  and  good  grass  but  not 
a  tree  within  twel^^e  miles  and  to  build  a  station  it  will  he 
necessary  to  draw  all  the  material  from  the  Sioux  for  buildings.  . 
Wood  may  be  obtained  about  12  miles  West  by  20  degrees  South. 
The  point  where  I  would  put  the  post  is  wliere  my  trail  crosses 
the  main  branch  of  the  \'ermillion  and  is  26  miles  from  Fort 
Brookings.    \  regard  it  as  useless  co  go  further  down  the  river  to 
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,00k  for  a  site  where  tin.ber  can  be^  obtained  a.  -  juch  places 
can  be  found  without  throwing  the  Fort  "  *V 

(  thP  other  two  as  to  render  it  uiipossible  to  connect  it  \Mi 

ik  lv  b    sent  fron.  one  post  to  the  other.     1123  feet  turthe 
a  verv  fine  pond  of  water  four  or  five  feet  deep  and  30  o 
lo  rod"  lon<.  bv  3  rods  wide.  24  miles  and  1059  feet  brought 
tn  HnVe    Ri^er  a  few  minutes  before  8  o'clock  V.  M.  hav.ng 
le      ;,ui;::  a:d  4565  ^eet  that  day.    June  S^h  the  Jan.e. 
Ser  ben'o-  high  we  could  not  cross  but  followed  up  on  th 
E  sM  of  t,re  River  23  miles  and  4934  feet  crossnrg  several 
^n  aV   ceks.    Tune  6th  crossed  the  River  by  carryn.g  our  equ.p- 
;    et^.  on  our  heads,  the  water  being  4  feet  deep,  the  bank. 
:  :  verv  muddy  and  it  was  difficult  to  get  J^^.^ 
he   riv^r.     Having   seen   nothing  of   Lieut.   McCall   .ho  wa 
to  meet  me  at  or  near  this  point  I  sent  a  party  ot   .  ^^  e 
.b.-.ut  ei.du  nules  to  ascertain  if  tl,e  troops  and  tram  had  passed 
urwlni:  this  partv  was  out  I  went  with  four  men  up  the  Rive 
;  ;       si.  mills  to  where  I  could  see  the  Pduft's  as  I  supposed 
about  the  mouth  of  Fire  Steel  Creek  but  t  ere    eing  no  t,n^ 
except  small  bushes  of  3  to  4  inches  m  diameter      concl  ded 
o  llok  along  the  West  bank  of  the  River  below   tor  a  pkic 
:        post  tnd  upon  finding  that  no  troops  - 
T  started  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  down  the  river  and  '"-^ 
and  3605  feet  fin<ling  hut  very  little  timber.    June  ,th  at, 

"a  quarter  to  6  o'clock  and  marched  four  mdes  am  lo„ 
Fort  DcRoche  fifty  three  miles  ^^•est  and  two  and  one  l  a  No.Ui 
of  Fort  P.rookings  and  twenty-one  miles  ^^  est  ot  '  "  , 

'Phe  she^is  a  good  one  situated  on  the  table  land  about  4  t 
above  hi-d,  water  mark  and  ai,out  one-halt  mile  W.est  ot  1 1 

by  digging  about  tcet.  Hus  ^^^^^ 
Co.   of   Cavalry.     Smce   arriving  here    i  HaNc 
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plans  and  specifications  and  will  send  them  up  tomorrow.  After 
locating  the  P'ort  I  niarched  6  miles  and  reached  a  point  opposite 
where  I  had  reached  the  river  when  coming  West  from  Fort 
Brookings.  Marched  15  miles  further  and  camped  on  the  River. 
June  8th  marched  5  miles  and  1820  feet  and  passed  a  fine  creek. 
Six  miles  further  another  creek,  made  7  miles  and  1342  feet 
further,  camped  having  found  the  trail  of  tlie  wagons.  Here 
two  men  of  Co.  '1"'  6th  Iowa  Cav.  came  into  camp  from  Yankton. 
June  9th  sent  word  to  Lieut.  3.IcCall  by  the  two  men  where' 
to  find  the  site  for  Fort  and  left  camp  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  and 
reached  Yankton  at  noon  making  twenty  two  miles.  Distance 
traveled  from  Sioux  City  to  Sioux  Falls  (Fort  Brookings) 
estimated  90  miles.  From  Sioux  Falls  to  Fort  DeRoche  measured 
98  miles  and  3412  feet  from  Fort  DeRoche  to  Yankton  55 
miles  and  2222  feet.  Total  distance  traveled  (259)  two  hundred 
fifty  nine  miles. 

In  going  from  Fort  Brookings  to  Fort  DeRoche  the  total- 
'distance  is  sixty-two  miles  by  crossing  the  James  River  at  Fort 
.DeRoche.    With  this  report  I  send  plat  of  country  around  Fort. 

I  am  Capt. 

Very  Respectfully,  ,      •'  •  .  ^ 

Your  Obedient  Servant.         '  ■ 
;       .  JOHX  PATTEE. 

,     Lieut.  Col.  7th,  Iowa  Cav. 
.   *  Yankton,   Dacotah,  Ter. 

;  ■        June  loth,  1865. 

Lieut.  McCall, 

rSir: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  plan  of  Fort 
DeRoche  the  site  for  whicli  1  expect  you  will  find  today  or  to- 
morrow. In  my  examination  of  the  country  I  found  it  impractic- 
able build  it  of  ^vood  but  I  was  fortunate  in  finding  what  I  feel 
sure  you  will  think  a  very  fine  quality  of  stone  that  is  far  better. 
I  am  glad  that  you  are  a  stf^ne  mason,  for  when  a  man  is  ap- 
•  pointed  to  perform  a  duty  he  is  fortunate  if  he  possesses  a 
^practical  knowledge  of  the  work  assigned.  He  is  then  able  to 
do  himself  credit  and  be  a  benefit  to  the  government. 

Th.e  plan  is  drawn  on  a  scale  of  12  feet  to  the  inch  and  I 
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have  5o  marked  the  plan  as  I  tliink  will  enable  you  to  understand 
it.    You  will  observe  all  over  the  prairie  especially  along  the  edge 
of  the  Bluffs  and  on  the  high  points  of  land  a  large  number 
of  white  Boulders  that  will  make  the  best  of  lime.    You  will 
also  have  but  little  trouble  in  finding  timber  for  roofing.  The 
Block  house  is  to  be  made  of  stone,  8  feet  high  and  then  one 
story  of  hewed  logs  reversed  as  shown  by  the  plan.    The  stable 
roof  will  be  supported  by  props  set  at  intervals  of  8  feet  which 
I  deemed  about  the  right  distance  for  double  stalls  making  the 
managers  in  the  center  of  the  stable.    The  corner  of  the  stable 
marked  BastiaTi  is  arranged  so  that  if  small  loop  liolcs  are  made 
for  small  arms,  the  East  and  South  side  may  be  separated  from 
the.  Bastain  or  Block  House.     The  General  says  he  will  send 
a  Howitzer  this  fall.     In  staking  oft'  the  ground  I  had  nothing 
to  measure  with  and  you  will  by  measurement  perhaps  find  that 
the  stakes  arx!  not  placed  right.    As  to  doors  to  stable  I  thought 
best  to  leave  to  your  judgment.    I  would  suggest  that  you  dig 
a  large  well  a  short  distance  from  where  the  South  end  of  the 
stable  will  be,  and  stone  it  up.    The  River  is  very  unsafe  to  put 
a  horse  into  the  water.     You  can  put  the  doors  and  windows 
in  the  commissary  as  suits  you  best.  '  You  will  also  use  your 
judgment   about   putting  windows   in   the  back  of  mess  rooms 
and  cook  room.    If  you  build  Laundress*  quarters  put  them  out- 
'sidc  of  the  Fort. 

..  .  :      .:  JOHN  PATTEE, 

■■■^^■'''■  ■■'-■'^-'■■■■^■'■'•-■'■-^^■^      •         .    -  QqI  ^th  Iowa  Cav. 

'  The  troops  for  the  campaign  of  1S65  having  all  assembled 
we  left  I'ort  Sully  July  7th  and  moved  toward  Fort  Rice.  Gen- 
eral Sully's  intentions  were  to  cross  the  Missouri  river  at  Fort 
Rice  and  move  west  up  the  Cannon  Ball  river  the  same  as  we 
did  last  summer  and  swing  around  to  the  southwest  to  Rainy 
Buttes,  where  he  had  been  informed  a  large  number  of  Indians 
were  hunting.  They  were  about  the  same  that  we  had  met 
the  summer  before.  It  was  also  his  intention  to  go  south  by  the 
way  of  the  I'lack  Hills.  But  a  letter  was  receiverl  from  Major 
Gen.  Curtis,  who  was  then  in  command  of  the  deportment  of  the 
^Northwest  at  ^Milwaukee,  ''to  proceed  at  once  to  Devil's  Lake, 
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where  he  was  rehablv  informed  there  were  3,000  lodges  ot  hostile 
Indians  preparing  to  invade  ^linnesota."     Now  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  :\Iinnesota  had  suffered  terribly  in  the  massacre 
of  1862,  and  naturally  any  dangers  that  threatened  a  repetition 
of  any  such   calamity   would   receive   prompt  attention.     As  I 
had  been  on  General  Sully's  staff  as  inspector  for  seven  months 
we  had  become  quite  well  acquainted  and  had  been  m  the  same 
office  together  for  four  months  at  one  time  in  the  early  part  of 
1864     He  showed  me  this  letter  from  General  Curtis.    We  both 
knew  that  the  ^reliable  information"  that  General  Curtis  had  re- 
ceived  was   whollv   without   foundation   in   fact,   but   the  -order 
was  preremptory.    "You  will  net  cross  the  river  into  Nebraska,, 
but  proceed  at  once  to  Devil's  Lake."    General  Curtis  had  evi- 
dently consulted   an   old  map  that   showed   Nebraska  extended 
from  Kansas  to  the  head  of  the  Missouri  river.     But  General 
SuUv  took  the  responsibility  to  send  by  special  messenger  that 
had^een  prepared  along  the  route  to  Sioux  City  to  Capt.  S. 
Bogg,  A.  p.  .M.,,  to  forward  to  Council  Bluffs,   Iowa,  a  tele- 
gram'to  Major  General  John  Pope,  division  commander  at  St. 
Louis,  :^Io.     The  answer  he  received   was.  as   follows:  '"Obey 
the  orders  you  have  received  implicitly."     There  was  no  time 
to  look  into  the  matter  and  the  summer's  work  had  to  be  wasted, 
or  nearly  so.    The  following  will  show  clearly  the  facts  in  the 

While  in  camp  shoeing  horses,  three  miles  above  old  bort 
Sullv  and  where  Pierre,  the^  Capital  of  South  Dakota,  now  stands, 
I  determined  to  write  a  series  of  articles  for  the  Chicago  Tribune 
and  were  entitled  "Seven  Nations.  No.  i,  2,  3  ^^^^^  4-  The  hrst 
of  these  letters  was  written  June  27,  1865  as  will  be  seen  below. 

Camp  No.  U  North  West  Indian  Lxp. 
Near  Fort  Sully.  D.  T.,  June  27.  1865. 

Editor  Chicago  Tribune, 

I  propose  to  write  a  series  of  articles  for  your  paper  in 
regard  to  the  Territory  of  Dakota.  The  Dakota,  or  Sioux  Nation, 
thf^r^man»^i^*i  or  misu-i^i^-ement  by  the  agents  of  the 
Government  both  military  and  civil,  the  fur  trade  and  fur  traders, 
military  operators  etc. 
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I  do  this,  not  because  I  am  at  all  qualified  as  a  correspondent, 
but  'simply  because  many  things  have  been  done  out  in  this 
country  that  are  of  importance  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  large  sums  of  money  are  now  being  spent  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  making  peace  with  the  Indians  and  open- 
ing roads  to  the  Gold  regions  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
further  because  no  other  person  in  this  country  seems  to  take 
interest  enough  in  what  is  transpiring  to  give  it  to  the  public 
through  the  press. 

In  regard  to  the  territory  of  Dakota  it  is  not  necessary 
that  I  should  say  much  as  it  is  quite  well  known  already,  for 
during  last  summer  and  the  summer  before  a  large  number  of 
emigrants  and  travelers  have  passed  through  it  by  way  of  the 
Missouri  river  and  by  different  overland  routes. 
^  -  As  an  agricultural  district  it  will  not  warrant  very  high 
expectations,  though  I  have  seen  very  good  crops  raised  here 
and  the  finest  cabbage  and  cauliflower  that  I  ever  saw  grew  in 
Dakota.  Corn  was  raised  and  sold  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Territory  for  25  cents  per  bushel  and  potatoes  for  50  cents.  The 
territory  is,  without  doubt,  better  for  grazing  that  anything  else 
so  far  as  it  is  yet  known.  If  cows  can  be  raised  in  Iowa,  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  for  $25  per  head,  they  can  be  raised  in  Dakota 
for  $10.  I  have  lived  in  all  three  of  these  states  and  one  of  them 
I  call  my  home  now  and  hope  the  good  people  of  these  states 
will  not  take  offence  at  this  statement,  they  all  have  great  rea- 
son to  love  their  respective  states.  Cattle  in  this  country  need 
but  very  little  care  or  attention.  On  the  high  prairie  the  grass 
is  usually  very  short  and  thick  and  obtains  its  growth  by  the 
first  of  June,  or  at  most  by  the  first  of  July,  and  owing  to 
fact  of  tktTC  being  so  little  rain  during  the  summer,  the  grass 
as  soon  as  the  hot  weather  begins  dries  up  and  then  is  just 
so  much  good  hay  and  remains  so  until  destroyed  by  fire,  heavy 
rains  or  snows;  the  last  two  seldom  comes.  Last  year  an  i  this 
grass  hoppers  have  been  very  numerous  and  have  destroy '.u  tHe 
entire  crop  in  many  localities  and  have  done  much  damage  to 
the  grass. 

*   The  Missouri  River  is  of  great  importance  notwi.  hslanding 


'  ■  '  '"ill 
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it  is  so  universally  abused.  When  our  new  navigators  iearn 
.what  kind  or  model  of  boats  is  best  calculated  for  its  peculiar- 
ities there  will  be  less  trouble  in  navigating  the  whole  distance 
from  St.  Louis  to  Fort  Benton  (3175)  miles,  than  there  is  in 
going  half  way. 

^  .      But  enough  of  the  Territory  in  this  letter.     I   shall  take 
.occasion   to   refer   to   its    advantages,    disadvantages,  resources 
and  peculiarities,  as  I  take  the  reader  from  one  part  to  another 
for  I  intend,  by  your  consent,.  ]\Ir.  Editor  to  continue  these  ar- 
ticles for  some  months.  JOHN  PATTEE. 
SIOUX  NATION  NO. 

■  Camp  No.  14  North  West  Ind.  P^xp. 

July  3rd,  1865. 
Mr.  Editor: — When  I  closed  my  letter  of  June  27th,  I  in- 

■  tended  to  speak  in  this  of  the  Sioux  Indians  as  a  people  but 
must  defer  it  to  my  next  and  notice  in  a  brief  way  correspond- 
ence from  T^Iinnesota. 

Some  time  in  ]May  you  published  an  article  over  the  signa- 
ture of  "North  West"  in  which  the  writer  magnifies  the  dangers 
that  threaten  his  state  and  says  the  state  is  in  a  defenseless 
condition  having  not  more  than  300  troops,  and  that  the  troops 
have  been  withdrawn  and  are  congregating  at  Sioux  City  for 
an  expedition  under  "]Vlaj.  General  Sibly"  to  the  Black  Hills. 
This  is  as  the  writer  well  knows  all  wrong.  There  was  at  the 
time  that  ''North  West"  wrote  that  article  about  3000  troops  in 

•.Minnesota.  There  is  one  full  Regiment  the  2nd  ]\Iinn.  Caval- 
ry, for  our  companies  of  the  ist  U.  S.  infantry  under  a  Lieut.  Col. 
Hatches  Battalion.  Six  Cos.  The  3rd  Miimcsota  Battery  and 
some  of  the  veteran  R.  C.  The  expedition  now  moving  up  the 
Missouri  >^-as  first  intended  for  the  Black  Hills  but  such  mis- 
representation as  that  of  ''North  West"  or  ' some  other  has  turned 
it  aside  and  it  is  now  ready  to  march  not  under  Brevet  Maj. 
General  Sibly  but  under  Brevet  T^Iaj.   Sully  who  has  been  in 

.  command  of  this  district  for  two  years.  It  is  made  of  four 
Companies  of  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry  under  Lt.  Co.  Ten  Brock 
four  Cos.  of  Bracketts  battalion  under  Maj.  liracket,  three  com- 
panies of  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry  under  Lt.  Col.  Pattee  and  100 
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men  of  the  4th  U.  S.  Infantry  and  tlicse  and  the  aggregate  make 
looo'  men  besides  45  men  organized  as  a  battery  having  four 
12  pdr.  Mountain  Howitzers  under  Capt.  Pope. 

Another  article  pubHshed  is  from  correspondent  "A"  to  the 
St.  Paul  Press  dated  Fort  Abercombie  June  2nd,  1865,  as  is  I 
believe  from  Lt.  Col.  Adams  who  was  called  the  ''Stampede 
Capt.".  while  inaving  down  in  the  "Army  of  the  Potomac."  He 
states  that  all  the  hostile  Sioux  west  of  the  IMissouri  that 
fought  General  Sully  last  year. having  heard  that  he  was  push- 
ing into  their  country  again  have  crossed  the  river  and  joined 
the  Yanktonians  and  Yanktons  and  other  Sioux  at  Devil's  Lake 
and  Turtle  ^Mountain  making  3300  lodges.  This  is  all  bosh. 
There  are  only  about  3000  lodges  in  the  whole  Sioux  Nation. 
The  Yanktons  number  360  lodges  and  are  loyal  Indians  and  at 
their  homes  near  Fort  Randall  when  "A"  was  writing  that 
article.  The  hostile  Sioux  that  live  west  of  the  river  were  in 
Camp  near  by  Kampe  River  ten  days  ago  and  number  1600 
Lodges.  They  are  near  where  General  Sully  fought  them  on 
the  2St]i  of  July  last.  And  there  are  200  lodges  of  Cheyennes 
and  some  that  the  Sioux  call  "Cut  Off"  that  we  suppose  are 
Arrapahoes  or  Kioways.  '  . 

Just  stick  a  pin  here  and  see  if  my  statement  is  not  proved 
true  during  the  summer. 

Minnesota  is  in  my  opinion  a  fine  state  and  has  a  fine  peo- 
ple and  I  am  not  going  to  quarrel  with  them  but  the  Indians 
have  been  so  thoroughly  mixed  up  with  their  elections  and  espe- 
cially with  other  pecuniary  affairs  and  family  affairs  of  so  many 
of  their  prominent  men  that  they  let  go  the  hold  that  they  had 
upon  them  with  great  relunctance. 

All  that  General  Sully  has  done  in  the  last  two  years  has 
been  credited  to  General  Sibly  by  the  St.  Paul  and  Milwaukee 
papers. 

If  General  Sully  telegraphs  to  Milwaukee  that  he  has  had 
a  fight  with  the  Indians  the  papers  there  and  at  Saint  Paul 
publish  the  dispatch  above  Sibly's  name.    This  has  been  the  con- 
stant practice  for  two  years. 
'  JOHN  PATTEE. 
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Camp  Xo.  23,  X.  W.  Ind.  Exp. 
Opposite  Ft.  Rice,  D.  T.  July  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Editor  -.—Fourteen  days  have  passed  since  my  last  letter 
was  written  and  we  have  marched  180  miles  further  up  the  River 
and  into  the  Country  of  Yanktonia  Sioux.  We  arrived  here  on 
the  13th  inst.  Fort  Rice  was  located  July  7^  ^864  by  General 
A.  Sully  and  is  one  of  the  first  Forts  on  the  Missouri  River 
above  Leavenworth.    It  is  about  1900  miles  above  St.  Louis. 

The  first  troops  stationed  here  was  the  30th  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry they  were  relieved  by  a  part  of  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry  ni 
September  last  and  thev  were  relieved  by  the  ist.  U.  S.  Bat.  in 
October  or  six  Companies  of  it  which  still  remain  either  dci.  : 
or  alive.  104  men  have  died  during  the  winter  at  this  Post. 
There  are  now  camped  near  the  Fort  al>out  200  Indians  who 
are  satisfied  with  the  whipping  they  got  last  summer  and  are 
now  anxious  to  make  peace.  There  are  no  principal  Chiefs  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  peace  is  made  until  some  of  the  Head  Chiefs 
can  be  induced  to  come  in. 

General  Sullv  has  taken  a  very  wise  course  with  them. 
1  le  has  had  a  talk  with  them  and  given  them  a  feast  and  now 
sends  them  out  to  hunt  trusting  that  when  they  relate  to  those 
that  are. afraid  to  come  now  that  they  will  come  in  and  make 

peace.  1    u  t- 

I  find  that  in  mv  statement  in  my  letter  of  July  3rd  that 
the  hostile  Indians  were  nearly  all  on  the  West  side  of  the 
Missouri  River  is  now  proved  beyond  a  doubt. 

When  we  go  from  here  has  not  yet  been  made  public  and 
various  rumors  \irc  atloat  hum  day  to  day.  Some  say  to  Fort 
Berthold  and  some  to  Devil's  Lake  and  some  say  home-ward  D"/. 
most  likely  the  wisli  is  Father  to  tlie  latter  opinion  as  the  boys 
think  tlu^'  inasmuch  as  the  Re1)ellion  is  put  down  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  go  home. 

I  sympathize  with  them  because  some  of  them  have  been 
here  nearly  four  years. 

A  steam  boat  lavs  at  the  bank  and  will  start  for  the  states 
at  day  light  tomorrow  and  out  mail  might  l)e^  made  up  by  .said 
nio-ht  and  it  is  now  within  an  hour  of  tliat  time.  • 

JOHX  PATTEE.  . 
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Camp  No.  23  N.  W.  Ind.  Expedition. 
Near  Fort  Rice  D.  T.  July  21,  1865. 

Mr.  Editor: — The  200  Indians  spoken  of  in  my  last  letter 
have  had  a  "talk"  with  the  General  and  declared  that  they  are 
tired  .of  fighting  the  whites  and  desire  peace.  They  are  not  very 
well  satisfied  with  having  Fort  Rice  in  the  heart  of  their  Country. 
It  is  a  great  eye  sore  to  them  and  during  the  last  winter  it  has 
been  governed  by  the  ist  U.  S.  Bat.  This  Regiment  was  made 
up  from  a  camp  of  rebel  prisoners  near  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
officered  by  men  from  Alassachutetts  who.  knew  but  little  of  In- 
dian ways  and  they  have  not  got  along  very  smoothly. 

There  have  been  two  sets  of  traders  here  all  winter  and 
three  since  the  River  opened  and  this  Indian  trading  is  a  fruit- 
ful course  of  trouble  and  of  which  I  will  speak  in  my  next 
letter.  -  , 

These  Indians  are  now  all  on  the  East  side  of  the  River 
and  camped  about  two  miles  from  us.  They  are  certainly  a 
very  remarkable  people.  Last  year  they  fought  us  three  days, 
now  they  come  in  and  talk  and  seem  most  of  them  as  much  at 
home  as  though  they  had  lived  beside  the  whites  for  years.  Fifty 
or  sixty  women  and  children  come  into  camp  every  day  to  buy 
provisions.  But  most  of  them  have  seen  the  whites  go  up  the 
river  and  down  for  several  years. 

Among  the  most  noted  Chiefs  present  were  Two  Bears 
(Ma-,to-no-poh)  Black  Cat  Fish,  Bear  Ribs  Son,  Long  Soldier 
and  a  number  of  small  chiefs,  many  noted  warriors  and  principal 
men. 

Their  talk  was  not  so  eloquent  as  I  have  frequently  heard 
by  others  in  this  country.  Three  of  them  made  a  story  set 
against  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  post  and  seemed  to  have 
an  unfavorable  opinion  of  his  skill  in  managing  a  I'ost  in  the 
Indian  Country. 

The  expedition  will  move  on  in  a  day  or  two  or  as  soon  as 
Maj.  Shrceve  })ays  out  what  few  Green  Backs  he  can  spare  at 
this  time.  The  pay  department  of  the  .\rmy  is  a  very  inip'")rtant 
one  and  the  soldiers  in  this  far  off  country  think  it  badly  managed. 


.-Mrs  juH 
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The  expedition  la.st  summer  was  accompanied  l>y  a  Pay 
Master  with  two  iron  chests  but  it  was  hard  to  get  them  open. 
The  troops  were  paid  once  during  tlie  summer  and  after  re- 
turning  last  October  the  Pay  Master'made  three  tr.ps      Ch.ca  o  , 
and  son,e  other  point  before  he  could  get  n,oney  enough  to  pay 
them  ah  up  and  the  f^nal  payment  was  made  m  February, 
cannot  be  wondered  at  that  we  are  surprised  at  such  a  waste 
o   time.    One  pav  master  traveled  all  summer  wUh  the  Exped,- 
,  and  then  continued  his  travels  until  the  middle  of  February 
finish  the  payment  when  there  was  only  340.0  men  connected 
with  the  expedition.  r.  ;  ■  .  ■    ■      ^     _  ■ 

^.ain  the  Expedition  moves  this   Spring  without  havmg 
anv  m^re  of  the  Pay  Master  until  it  reaches  a  point  about  1900 
n^iles  above  St.  Louis  instead  of  being  paid  betore  t  ey  s  ar^  ^ 
The  men  in  the  army,  very  many  of  them  are  men  w.th  fatmhc 
and  wish  to  send  their  money  home  hut  now  they  nntst  pay  one 
p  r  c  nt  to  get  it  to  Sioux  City.    lU.t  this  is  not  the  worst  teature 
S  tL-  case     The  money  is  al,  gone  before  he  is  hah  througl, 
wid.  the  pavment  and  soldiers  having  six  .nonths  pay  due  mu.. 
wait   ttntil    Mai.   Shreeve   can  ,  make   --^^^^^ forhim 
Leavenworth  or  some  other  point  and  we  need  not  look  fo  hnn 
back  until  we  reach  the  bord.r  sottlentent  next    all.     Tins  . 
rather  unsatisfactory  to  wonten  and  children  at  home  wit 
n.oney  clothes  or  provisions.    But  I  do  hope  U  w.ll  be  al  ngi 
...hen  this  cruel  war  is  over'"  for  then  son.e  ot  these  ackh.ona 
pav-m'asters  can  apply  thentselvos  to  thoir  old  -U-gs  o  sngmg 
ne'c^ro  ballads  and  tending  bar  or  some  other  ornamental  or  use- 
ful occupation  for  which  some  of  .  them  seem  to  admirably  quaa- 
lul  occupati.n  ^^^^^  PATTEE. 

fied. 

SIOUX  K.\T10X  NO.  4- 

Korlh  West  Ind.  Exp. 

July  23rd,  1865. 
Mr.  Editor:-!  propose  to  speak  of  the  Sioux  Nation  and 
to  begin  .1  would  say  there  are  but  few  in  thi.s  Nation  that  know 
what\he  word  Sioux  means.    .\m...ng  themselves  they  are  called 
Dakota  or  La-ko-ta. 
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The  Indians  on  the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  river  arc 
called  Tetons  and  are  made  up  of  the  following  bands:  The 
Ogelalla  Dakota's  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Laramie  on  the 
Platte  river,  and  Lt.  G.  K.  Warren,  topographical  engineer,  who 
explored  this  country  in  the  years  1855-7-8,  (now  General  War- 
ren of  the  Volunteer  Army)  computes  their  numbers  at  2,880. 
These  I  know  but  little  about.  They  seldom  come  over  to  tlic 
Missouri  river.  Among  the  Indians  they  are  called  O-ke-da-ta. 
Immediately  north  of  these  and  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Rapid 
or  Niobrara  river,  the  Wliite  Earth  and  the  Cheyenne  rivers  are 
the  Sansarc  tribe  and.  the  3^Iini-Kanycs,  who  remain  about  the 
Black  Hills  of  Dakota  where  they  hnd  buffalo,  elk  black  tail  deer 
and  big  horn  mountain  sheep  in  great  abundance.  : 

The  mountainous  character,  together  with  great  amount  of 
pine  and  other  timber  found  here,  afTords  excellent  shelter  for 
game  as  well  as  Indians.  The  Brule  or  wSe-chun-gu  Dakotas 
inhabit  the  country  between  the  Niobrara  and  W.'hite  Earth  rivers 
but  frecpiently  are  found  among  other  bands.  The  O-he-no-pa 
or  Two  Kettle  bands  claim  the  country  between  the  White  Earth 
and  Cheyenne  rivers.  Xorth  of  the  Cheyenne  river  there  are  an 
immense  number  of  rivers  and  creeks,  all  of  t\-hich  rise  in  what  is 
called  the  Bad  Lands  and  run  into  the  ?^Iissouri  river  on  the 
west  side  every  five  or  ten  miles  until  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
Yellowstone  river.  The  most  important  of  these  streams  are 
(beginning  at  the  lowest)  the  Aloreau.  Grand  river,  ]^Lamport 
creek,  Cannon  Ball  river.  Heart  river.  1h"g  Knife  river  and  Little 
Missiuri.'  Fort  Rice  is  about  eight  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
Cannon  Ball  river  and  the  country  west  of  it  has  never  been 
explored  by  white  men  until  last  summer  the  expedition  under 
General  Sully  passed  through  from  here  Uj  the  Yellowstone  river, 
crossing  jliat  river  about  fifty  miles  above  its  junction  with  the 
Missouri.  Here  is  an  area  of  al)Out  40.000  square  miles  tbat  is 
occupied  by  these  Dak(-ta  Indians  and  institutes  bv  far  their 
most  important  hunting  grounds.  The  most  of  it  is  claimed  and 
occupied  by  tlie  Unk-pa-pa  and  Si-ha-sa-pa  Dakntas.  Tliere  arc 
other  bands  that  come  over  it  (hu-ing  the  summer  and  find  bufialo, 
elk,  deer,  antelope,  mountain  sheep,  black  and  grisly  bear,  and 
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three  kinds  of  wolves  in  countless  numbers,  especially  the  wolves 

and  buffalo.  .  • 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Missouri  river  and  commencmg  next 
the  settlements  are  the  Yanktons,  numbering  2,300  persons. 

These  are  located  on  a  reserve  containi.ig  40,000  acres  and 
have  a  few  houses  built  by  the  government,  and  raise,  when  the 
season,  is  favorable,  considerable   corn.     Several  attempts  have 
been  made  to  educate  some  of  them  but  to  very  httle  purpose 
Thev  are  peaceable  and  well  behaved  as  long  as  there  is  a  mduar> 
crarrison  located  bv  them  to  watch  them. 
.  ^     The  massacre  by  the   Sautee  Dakotas  i,>  Minnesota  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1862.  resulted  in  the  removing  all  tha  band 
from  the  state.    The  friendly  portion  of  them  were  located  on 
aHxtensive  reservation  laid  out  on  the  ceded  lands  boundmg  the 
Indians  lands  near  Fort  SuUv.     There  >v,ere  about   l,^  sen 
there  besides  an  equal  nutnber  of  Winnebagos.    The  balance  ot 
Santees  are  in  Lrtheastern  Dakota  and  along  the  hue  separat^ 
ing  our   territory   fro  mthe   British   possessions.     They   aie  a 
source     of     great     trouble.      They     are     constantly  supplied 
British  traders  from  the  Red  River  of  the  Xorth  am  en- 
couraged bv  them  to  keep  up  the  war.    On  the  east  side  of    1  e 
Missotiri  ri'ver  extending  from  Medicine  Knoll  "ver   nme  miles 
below  'Fort  SuUv  to  Fori  Ik-rthnld.  is  the  country  ot    he  \ank- 
tonais,  the  most' powerful  band  of  the  Sioux  nation.        e  o.u 
portion  of  this  band  arc  quite  friendly  and  are  called  I  nk-pa-t. 
L     The  upper  portion  are  called  Cut  Heads,   and  many^  ot 
them'  are  hostile.    These  ten  bauds  constitute  the  Sioux  nation^ 
Thev  live  in  lodges  made  of  buffalo  and  elk  .skins  tanned  and 
sew;d   together   and   looks   something   like   a   sib  y    tent.  The 
average  numl.r  of  persons  to  each  lodge  I  think  niay  be  p  t 
aowivai  seven  and  the  number  of  warriors  are  vanou.sly  esti- 
mated frr.ni  one  and  a  half  to  three  for  each  lodge. 

From  a  careful  examination  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  diere 
are  two  warriors  to  every  lodge.  Taking  thi,  as  a  basis  the 
„,en.nh  ,  f  the  Dakota  Indians  will  be  as  sh.nvn  In  the  toUowmg 
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N.  of    '     No.  of      No.  of 
Name  of  Band  Lodges         Souls  Warriors 

X^'fr"^    -•   365  2,3cx>  730 

I:„ter"  -750  S.250  i,soo 

5."^'^*^^    700:        4,900  1,400 

S.-ha-sa-pas    250  1,750  500 

Unk-pa-pas    350  2,4-0  700 

Min-ni-kai,-Ehu    300  2,100  600 

O-he-no-pas   .  .    180  1,260  360 

otfZtl'  4g        3,150  900 

w      lai-ias    360  2,520  720 

3 '945  26,870  7,770 

JOHN  PATTEE. 

SIOUX    NATION    NO.  5. 

N.  W.  Ind.  Exp.,  Aug.  I,  1865. 

Editor  of  Tribune  : 

It  is  well  known  that  uncivilized  as  well  as  civilized  nations 
delight  in  dancing.  The  Sioux  have  three  dances.  The  scalp 
dance,  after  the  return  of  a  successful  war  party,  is  often  kept 
up  for  days  and  even  weeks  and  does  not  differ,  materially  from 
other  tril)es  of  Indians.  It  has  been  too  often  described  to  need 
attention  at  this  day.  The  horse  dance  is  performed  before  going 
out  to  steal  horses,  after  the  return  of  a  successful  horse  stealing- 
expedition  and  often  ^^■hen  two  bands  meet  for  a  feast. 

In  performing  a  horse  dance  the  brave  that  takes  part  in 
the  dance  has  around  his  body  as  many  lariats  as  he  has  stolen 
horses  and  in  performing  any  and  all  dances  every  Indian  wears 
many  feathers  in  his  liead  gear  as  he  counts  coups.' 

The  counting  of  coui^s  is  regulated  among  the  Sioux  as 
follows  : 

We  will  suppose  a  case  for  illustration:  Five  men  go  out 
to  fight  or^steal  horses  and  one  of  the  Indians  .shoots  an  aiemv 
but  the  other  four  gets  to  the  fallen  man  first  and  strikes  him'.- 
they  count  one  coup  each  while  he  counts  nothing.  Killing  a  bear 
^counts  one;  capturing  a  gun  or  a  bow  and  quiver  also  counts  one 
and  capturing  a  horse  counts  one  coup. 

The  Big  ^Kad,  a  Vankt(,nia  chief,  who  fell  on  the  ice  and 
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1       •  .     ^-f  T^rw-d   counted  more  coups  than 

he  was  shot  through  the  boch  but      or.    d  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

that  shot  him  and  another  who  ^^a.  uith 

very  severe  and  has  never  healed  up^  ^ 

The  most  mtportant  dance      protobh      e  ^ 
'lescHption      U  wih  no  ...t  b       -r^  o  the^.ene^^^^ 
This  dance,  somctune^  caUtc  tne 

lodge  >s  erected  P'^f  ^  j^^^,  feet  in  diameter,  leavmg 
,eet  apart  tn  a  crrcle  o£  ^^^J  strong 

an  °P--»^-j';  '  Rafters  made  of  lodge  poles  are  then 

pole  rs  placed  m  the   ente  ^^^^^^^  ^^.^ 

r:;::  s;;::;  sc;::ri^lge  sums  made  ot-  tanned  bu.alo  htdes 

^^^^irS  slt^r  sir:rthe  .dge  t,.  .ngers,  or  I  m.^  sa. 

.  }\.-\fh  T  larc-c  ilrum  upon  which  be\eiai 

the  orchestra,  is  arranged  ^Mth  a  lar^c  ;i 

and  tNvo  at  tne  ot  ,  .,^.,,,,1        of  these  dances  among 

dance  begins  at  sunnse.    I.uitne.sed  one  gometimes 
are  Yanktons  and  there  were  e.ght  nten  u    1  c  d  nc. 
there  are  n.ore  and  sometitnes  there  are  '-     I  - 
initiation  into  the  Strong  Heart     an  ..^^^^  -Id, 

..i^down.    This  ,s  kept  up        -t/Z:  a    i  n    uJclV  blast , 
,,,,  bone  ^vl-tle  .n  the.  mout^^^^.^^^       ^        ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
at  every  breath.     lhc>  dre..  a      1  ^^^^.^^^ 
their  hands  some  nnages  ot  hot...    ud^v  ^  .^^^^^^^ 

intend  as  otTerings  to  the  sun  to  Ik  '"-'^  J  ,^  ji,e 

At  the  end  c£  perhaps  three  hour,  the  nuuie 
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dancers  turn  to  the  back  of  the  great  lodge  and  seat  themselves 
on  piles  of  green  herbage  to  rest  a  few  minutes  when  they 
again  engage  in  the  dance  as  before.  Thus  the  dance  is  carried 
on  until  sundown  -when  they  rest  for  a  short  time.  They  then 
face  about  for  as  the  sun  goes  around  to  the  west  the  line  wheels 
to  the  right  and  at  sundown  they  are  facing  to  the  west.  These 
dances  generally  continue  for  two  days  and  one  night  and  often 
for  three  days,  and  that  too  without  food.  Xear  tlie  close  of  the 
dance  .comes  the  grand  trial  of  courage  and  enduring  of  pain. 

There  are  two  Indians  ,  old  warriors  who  officiate  as  masters 
of  the  ceremony,  and  while  the  daticcrs  arc  having  a  short  rest, 
these  two  men  without  a.  word  or  an  apparent  sign  sieze  one  of 
the  dancers  with  great  determination,  throw  him  down  on  his 
back  upon  the  bed  of  leaves  before  described.  They  both  sieze 
the  skin  on  one  side  of  his  breast  with  the  thumb  and  finger  and 
pinch  it  up  till  it  forms  a  sharp  ridge,  then  a  narrow  sharp 
pointed  knife  is  run  through,  making  a  hole  about  three-eighths 
of  an  inch  long,  through  this  a  strong  string  made  of  sinew  is 
passed  and  made  fast  to  a  sliort  piece  of  wood  about  three  inches 
long,  and  the  other  end  of  the  string  is  made  fast  to  a  leather 
string  which  is  fastened  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  poles  as  before 
described.  They  then  proceed  to  insert  another  string  on  the 
other  side  of  his  breast.  The  man  is  again  siezed  and  turned 
upon  his  face  and  two  strings  fastened  into  holes  made  on  each 
side  of  the  back  and  fastened  to  the  tops  of  the  two  poles  stand- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  bed  of  leaves.  The  candidate  is  then  lifted 
upon  his  feet  and  the  balance  having  been  formed  in  line  again 
begin  the  dance.  The  one  thus  tit.-d  up  begins  to  dance  by  ad- 
vancing and  returning  alternately  until  these  strings  strain  hard 
on  their  hold  in  the  skin.  Tlim  the  dance  is  carried  on  with,  the 
greatest  possible  vigor,  the  (^ne  tied  uj)  pulls  liarder  and  harder  on 
the  strings,  sometimes  throwing  his  whole  weight  upon  them  until 
they  give  way  and  he  is  then  c<  nductetl  U)  his  seat  at  the  back  of 
the  lodge  with  the  balance  <»f  the  dancers.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  same  thing  is  gone  ili^'n;^di  v,  ith  anotlier  c^mdidatc  until 
all  have  proved  that  thvy  iiave  .--ir.  ng  hearts.     They  sometimes 
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have  one  or  more  who  choose  to  have  one  or  two  of  the  strings 
inserted  a  second  time.  The  dance  is  then  continued  as  before 
for  a  short  time  when  all  ends  with  a  big  feast  of  fresh  meat 
and  com,  and  if  possible,  they  will  have  dog  meat  for  a  feast. 
Dogs  are  often  eaten  at  feasts  made  when  friends  meet  after 
long  separation  and  is  considered  the  greatest  favor  that  can 
be  confered.  The  idea  of  eating  dogs,  I  will  admit,  is  disgusting, 
but  I  assure  you  kind  reader  that  I  have  once  participated  in  this 
grand  feast  and  thought  it  very  good  meat  until  after  the  feast 
was  over  and  I  found  that  I  had  been  eating  dog. 

During  the  last  few  years  I  have  seen  Indian  life  in  many 
of  its  details.  I  was  born  in  an  Indian  mission  at  the  upper  end 
of  Lake  Erie  and  have  spent  my  whole  life  on  the  frontier.  Have 
seen  the  Wyandots,  Shawnees,  Chippcwas,  Potowatamis,  Otoes, 
Delawares,  and  others  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Sioux  are 
■  the  most  degraded  set  of  savages  on  this  continent.  There  is  but 
little  among  them  that  can  be  found  to  interest  anyone.  Almost 
entirely  without  tradition  and  with  but  little  skill  in  fabricating 
those  things  that  they  use  most.  ;  :  ■ 

How  often  I  have  thought  of  Longfellow's  Hiawatha  and 
of  his  land  of  the  Dakota;  Land  of  handsome  women.  How  he 
must  have  drawn  upon  his  imagination  in  describing  the  ''^loun- 
tains  of  the  Prairie"  where  ^'Gctche  :^Ianitou  the  flighty"  came 
down  and  sat  and  smoked  as  a  signal  to  the  Nations." 

But  why  wonder  at  :^Ir.  Longfellow's  ideas  and  not  at  the 
many  erroneous  ideas  entertained  by  almost  all  eastern  people 
who  cry  out  against  every  attempt  to  chastize  those  vagrants  as 
their  past  conduct  merits.  I  think-  if  some  of  them  could  visit 
this  country  and  eat  hard  bread  and  bacon  and  lay  out  on  these 
broad  prairies  without  a  tent  and  that  too,  when  the  mercury  was 
from  22  to  36  degrees  below  zero,  as  I  have  done,  they  would 
cease  their  sensck\ss  sympatliy  and  cease  their  cry  about  Mr.  Lo, 
the  poor  Indian. 

JOHN  patte:e. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Fort  Pice  it  was  found  that  just  dissatis- 
faction prevailed  among  the  soldiers  as  well  as  among  the 
Indians.    Col.  Drummond,  who  had  been  in  command  since  the 
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fall  before  was  twenty-two  years  old  and  was  a  down-east 
Yankee  from  :^Iassachusetts,  and  that  is  all  that  need  be  said, 
except  that  he  wanted  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days.  The 
general  could  not  grant  leave  to  any  men  high  or  low.  But  the 
general  was  an  old  campaigner  full  of  reasoning  and  gave  him 
permission  to  go  to  St.  Louis  to  apply  to  the  division  commander 
for  a  furlough  and  got  him  out  of  the  way.  I  was  then  placed  in 
command  of  Fort  Rice  on  the  24th  day  of  July,  1865,  at  3  o'clock 
a.  m. 

The  expedition  started  for  Devil's  Lake  the  same  day.  Gen- 
eral Sully  was  greatly  depressed  by  these  and  other  unfortunate 
circumstances.  He  had  got  rid  of  one  colonel  and  put  another  in 
arrest,  but  he  could  not*  evade  orders  of  General  Curtis.  Be- 
fore starting  he  instructed  me  to  open  his  official  letters  and 
answer  them  in  his  name.  His  rank  in  the  regular  army  was 
major,  but  when  he  returned  from  Devil's  Lake  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  placing  in  his  hands  three  commissions  from 
the  president.  One  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  his  regiment,  one  as 
brevet  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army,  and  the  third,  mak- 
ing him  brevet  major  general  of  volunteers. 

The  command  of  Fort  Rice  was  no  easy  task.  All  the  of- 
ficers and  men  were  strangers  to  me,  but  I  found  them  generally 
quite  well  equipped  for  their  various  duties.  A  large  number 
of  the  officers  were  well  educated  and  very  bright  men.  In  the 
first  place  I  made  careful  inspections  of  the  food  supply.  Over 
80  men  had  died  at  the  post  during  the  winter  and  there  were 
twenty-two  sick  in  the  hospital.  I  found  that  there  was  a  large 
supply  of  subsistance  stores  in  good  condition.  The  fort  was 
well  built.  The  30th  Wisconsin  infantry  must  have  been  largely 
from  the  timber  region  and  good  axmen,  for  they  had  done  then 
work  well.  Some  one  among  those  ex-rebel  prisoners  had  served 
in  the  U.  S.  navy  before  the  war.  as  I  was  informed,  and  he  had 
mounted  the  Howitzers  in  the  block  hou>es  something  like  thcv 
were  mounted  on  board  the  vessels  in  the  navy.  I  am  verv  sorrv 
T  am  unable  to  give  this  man's  name  for  I  would  gladlv  honor 
him  for  the  goorl  work  he  did.  The  guns  could  be  swung 
around,  run  out  for  firing  and  withdrawn  with  one  hand.  There 
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was  at  the  post  a  herd  of  beef  cattle  and  on  the  morning  of 
July  - 28th  I  visited  the  cattle  yard  to  know  the  condition  of  the 
cattle.    The  yards  had  been  well  located  close  to  the  river  sur- 
rounded by  a  dense  growth  of  willows.    This  was  early  in  the 
morning  before  breakfast  and  when  I  came  up  from  the  cattle 
yards  onto  the  table  land  where  the  fort  was  built  I  was  about 
200  yards  from  the  north  gate.    I  saw  about  15  or  20  men  rush 
out  of  the  gate  under  arms  and  looking  up  the  river  and  turning 
to  look  in  that  direction- 1  saw  about  30  mounted  Indians  making 
a  headlong  dash  in  my  direction  and  the  chances  were  ten  to 
one  against  me,  but  they  were  after  a  small  band  of  ponies  that 
were  -azing  near  by.    They  got  their  ponies  and  I  have  always 
thought  those  ponies  saved  my  life.    I  ran  around  to  the  west 
gate  inside  of  which  was  a  lookout  station.     Reaching  this  I 
found  that  the  fort  vx-as  surrounded  by  thousands  of  Indians  on 
three  sides.    Looking  to  the  condition  on  the  inside  of  the  fort 
I  found  the  men  were  all  on  the  top  of  the  building  looking  to 
see  what  was  going  on.    I  gave  the  order  to  fall  in.  Running 
down  from  the  lookout  I  met  the  company  commanders,  and 
without  knowing  their  names,  I  gave  orders  to  each  where  to 
place  his  company,  but  for  none  to  go  more-  than  200  yards  from 
the  fort.    I  then  went  to  the  artillery  party  and  gave  orders  about 
serving:  the  guns.    I  then  mounted  my  horse  and  rode  outside  of 
the  fort  and  found  the  companies  strung  out  around  the  fort, 
But  instead  of  being  200  yards  away,  they  were  at  least  a  half 
mile  away  and  but  little  could  be  done  with  the  artillery.  One 
shell  was  thrown  towards  the  northwest  that  killed  one  Indian 
and  one  horse.    I  sent  an  orderly  to  .call  in  Captain  Scwell  from 
the  northwest  and  rode  to  tlie  west  to  call  in  some  strangers  thai 
were  ascending  a  high  hill,  behind  which  I  kncw^  there  were  at 
least  1,000  Indians  for  I  had  seen  them  from  the  lookout  station, 
but  I  was  too  late.    The  men,  about  25  in  number,  had  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  were  attacked  by  the  Indians.    One  man, 
Sergeant  James  C.  Hoffman  of  the  4th  U.  S.  volunteers,  was 
killed  by  an  arrow,  but  not  until  he  had  wounded  two  Indians. 
These  wounded  Indians  were  carried  away  by  their  friends.  I 
immediately  sent  a  part  of  a  company  to  bring  in  Ilollman  who 
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was  dead.  Then  I  went  to  Captain  ^Moorland's  company  of  the 
6th  Iowa  cavalry,  which  had  already  made  several  charges  on  the 
Indians  at  a  point  south  of  the  fort.  The  Indians  had  placed 
themselves  behind  three  hills  which  were  located  over  a  half 
mile  apart,  one  to  southwest,  one  directly  west  and  the  other 
to  the  northwest.  Captain  Sewell  attended  to  this  last  party  and 
the  other  two  joined  together  and  four  com..ai!ios  were  pushed 
forward  against  them  and  soon  had  them  on  the  run  and  fol- 
lowed about  four  miles  and  then  all  returned  to  the  fort.  Capt. 
E.  G.  Adams,  Company  A,  ist  U.  S.  volunteers,  had  been  leL  in 
charge  of  Fort  Rice  during  the  figlit  and  he  had  performed  wlW. 

The  loss  on  our  side  will  appear  in  the  following  report  by 
Capt.  E.  G.  Adams,  Company  A,  ist  U.  S.  volunteers,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Frontier  Scout,  in  the  issue  of  the  3rd  of  August, 
1865.  The  Scout  was  published  weekly  by  Captain  Adams  and 
Lieutenant  Champney.  It  was  first  published  at  Fort  Union  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  river  by  a  company,  Company  I, 
30th  Wisconsin  infantry,  in  1864. 

'  Battle  at  Fort  Rice,  July  28th,  i8f35,  by  Capt.  E.  G.  Adams, 
Company  A,  ist  U.  S.  volunteers. 

About  midnight  after  the  battle  the  ^sentinels,  on  duty  be- 
lieving the  Indians  were  lurking  around  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  night  attack,  gave  the  alarm.  In  ten  minutes  a  com- 
pany was  at  each  of  the  gates  fully  armed  with  guns  loaded  ready 
for  action.  Howitzers  were  run  out  and  five  balls  were  thrown 
from  the  guns  that  lighted  up  the  whole  country  for  half  a  niiU, 
in  all  directions.  Xo  enemy  was  to  be  .seen  and  in  about  two 
hours  the  troops  were  dismissed  to  their  respective  quarters. 
With  the  post  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Archibald,  1  went  from  gate 
to  gate  examining  all  sides  of  the  fort  until  near  morning. 

Something  more  should  be  said  in  regard  to  the  battle  of 
Fort  Rice.  There  were  instances  of  individual  daring  that,  well 
deserve  more  particular  mention.  Ca])tain  r^Ioorland  of  that 
company  was  officer  of  the  day.  He  ordered  ten  of  his  best 
men  to  mount  their  horses,  at  the  same  time  directing  his  first 
sergeant  to  bring  out  the  balance  of  the  company,  about  25  men. 
Sergeant  Hobbs  had  gone  to  the  stables  for  the  horses.  Captain 
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Moorland,  with  the  ten  men,  dashed  out  of  the  gate,  down  past 
the  sawmill,   over   the  creek,   by  the  bridge,   and   attacked  the 
Indians  that  had  just  killed  Private  Hufstualcr.    The  balance  of 
the  company  soon  followed.     The  horses  were  untrained  Can- 
adian ponies.     Sergeant  Hobbs'  pony  became  unmanageable  and 
he  had  to  abandon  him.     Hobb's  then  went  to  assist-  Sergeant 
Hofifman,  who  was  trying  to  hold  together  and  defend  a  party  of 
stragglers  who  had  wandered  off  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  only  to 
find  i,ooo  Indians  or  more  behind  the  hill  who  at  once  attacked 
them.    These  men  being  mostly  unarmed  started  to  run  down  the 
hill.    Hoffman  and  Hobbs  backing  down  the  hill  after  them,  and 
fighting  the  Indians  off  with  their  revolvers.    I  was  approaching 
from  the  south  as  fast  as  my  horse  could  bring  me  and  in  pbi-.i 
■sight,  and  saw  more  than  one  Indian  fall  before  those  brav-.-  aiv:l 
dauntless  men  and  their  deadly  weapons.     Hoffman  went  down 
to  his  death  with  an  arrow  through  his  body.    Hobbs,  with  tac 
balance,    escaped    to    Lieutenant    Backerman's    company,    and  I 
then  sent  a  part  of  this  company  to  bring  in  the  body  of  Hoff- 
man.    Captain  ^Moorland's  company  made   ten   distinct  charges 
on  the  Indians,  he  being  frequently  loo  to  200  feet  in  advance  of 
his  men. 

Again  on  the  30th  of  July  a  few  Indians  appeared  and  tried  to 
get  some  of  the  beef  cattle,  but  failed-  A  few  shots  vvcre  fired 
and  it  was  reported  that  one  Indian  Vsas  -killed  by  a  solid  shot 
from  one  of  the  Howitzers. 

Company  A,  4th  U.  S.  volunteers,  was  sent  across  the  river 
to  guard  the  hay  cutters.  Captain  Adam  Bassett  left  on  the 
steamer  Big  Horn.  August  7th,  for  Fort  Union  in  Montana,  to 
relieve  Company  B,  ist  U.  S.  volunteers.  Dr.  Knight  being  re- 
lieved by  Dr.  S.  P.  Yoemans  of  the  7th  Iowa  cavalry,  leaves  for 
below. 

As  the  primary  object  of  my  being  stationed  at  Fort  Rice 
was  to  open  communication  with  hostile  Indians  on  the  west 
side  of  the  [Missouri  river,  and  try  to  make  peace  with  them.  I 
at  once  sent  ^Ir.  Galpin  to  communicate  my  wishes  to  them. 
He  was  an  old  time  employe  of  the  Fur  company  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indians  and  a  good  interpreter..  He  went  first 
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to  Fort  Bertliolci  and  from  there  sent  to  the  hostile  camp  for 
them  to  go  to  Fort  Rice  to  hold  a  conference  with  me  in  regard 
to  peace.  I  also  sent  a  friendly  Indian  directly  to  the  hostile 
camp  to  invite  them  to  a  conference.  They  told  him  they  would 
not  come  and  that  they  ought  to  kill  him  for  desertuig  his  peo- 
ple and  going  over  to  the  whites,  but  they  let  him  live  if  lie 
would  come  and  tell  me  what  they  said.  I  soon  sent  him  out 
again  to  repeat  to  them  the  same  message.  After  giving  him 
time  to  rest  a  few  days  I  sent  him  a  third  time  as  before.  Some 
of  the  Indians  railed  at  him  as  before,  but  an  old  Indian  of  good 
'Standing  among  the  people  said  to  his  people:  "This  is  the  third 
time  this  man  has  come  and  told  us  these  same  words,  and  I  am 
getting  tired  of  this  fighting  and  I  think  we  ought  to  go  and 
hear  what  he  has  to  say."  Accordingly  they  agreed  to  come  in  as 
directed ;  that  they  should  come  to  a  point  on  a  hill  back  of  the 
cemetery  in  plain  sight  of  the  fort  and  I  with  ]\Ir.  Galpin  would 
come  out  and  meet  them  and  bring  them  in  to  hold  a  council.  In 
the  meantime  the  general  returned  from  his  expedition  to  Devil's 
Lake,  coming  back  by  way  of  Fort  Berthold.  Although  he  had 
traveled  over  500  miles  he  had  found  no  hostile  Indians,  lie 
encountered  a  large  camp  of  Red  River  half  breeds  from  over 
the  border  in  the  British  Dominion,  who  have  long  been  a  fruitful 
source  of  trouble  to  the  American  people,  while  they  have  been 
furnishing  powder  and  balls  to  the  Sioux  Indians  and  inciting 
them  to  hostilities  against  our  frontier  seti:lements.  After  stay- 
ing a  few  days  he  departed  for  Sioux  City. 

The  result  of  General  Sully's  expedition  during  the  sunmier 
of  1865  had  proved  a  dismal  failure  as  was  predicted  by  all  con- 
nected with  it  that  were  acquainted  with  the  conditions  under 
which  he  was  compelled  to  operate.  With  a  fine  body  of  men 
selected  from  three  different  regiments  that  were  then  serving  in 
the  third  and  fourth  years  of  their  enlistment,  the  whole  body 
marched  from  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  to  Fort  Sully,  a  distance  of  290 
miles,  thence  to  Fort  Rice  (iSo  miles),  thence  to  Devil's  Lake 
(131  miles),  from  Devil's  Lake  to  Berthold  (144  miles),  return 
to  Sioux  City  (570  miles),  a  total  for  the  summer  of  1,315  miles. 
The  entire  summer  consumed  in  this  useless  expenditurt.'  of  time. 
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to  say  nothing  of  the  cost  m  money.    The  immense  forces  that 
menaced  the  border  of  ^linnesota  are  now  forever  to  be  myths,  as 
we  well  knew  it  would  be— 1,300  miles  of  wear  travel  for  nothing. 
The  only  compensation  for  the  toil  of  men  and  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  is  that  facts  are  furnished  that  have  not  failed  to 
convince  those   in   authority   of   the   mercenary   motives   of  the 
men  whose  misrepresentations  have  controlled  the  operations  for 
the  sumnier.     We  have  long  been  convinced  that  a  few  sclt- 
constituted  guardians  .of  this  country  were  animated  by  the  sole 
desire  of  effecting  the  removal  of  our  district  conuuander  and 
secure  a  successor  less  disposed  to  interfere  with  and  expose  their 
nefarious   Indian   transactions.     Assuming  a  knowledge   of  In- 
dians above  all  others   they  have  availed  themselves  of  every 
possible  means  to  force  upon  the  government  a  policy  that  would 
work  to  their  benefit.    Their  motives  are  at  least  made  plain.  Had 
General  Sully  been  allowed  to  cross  the  IMissouri  at  Fort  Rice  as 
he  intended  to  do,  the  result  would  have  been  far  different.  In 
the  military  department  south  of  us  a  larger  number  of  troops  had 
been  pushed  up  the  Platte  river  and  sent  north  from  Fort  Laramie 
into  that  part  of  Dakota  lying  west  of  the  Black  Hills  under 
General  Connor.    It  will  be  remembered  that  Dakota  then  reached 
six  miles  in  to  what  is  now  the  state  of  Idaho.    Large  numbers  of 
Sioux  Indians  from  the  Platte  river  had  gone  north  into  what  is 
now  northeastern  Wyoming  and  southeastern  Montana.    All  of 
these   Indians   would   have   found   themselves   between  General 
Connor  .on  the  south  and  General  Sully  on  the  north.  Shortly 
after  General  Sully  had  left  Fort  Rice  the  Indians  in  west  came 
as  per  agreement  to  hold  a  council  with  me,  and  when  we  had 
become  a  little  acquainted  they  told  me  of  their  fight  with  General 
Connor  on  or  near  the  Powder  river.    I  immediately  reported  to 
General  Sully,  then  at  Old  Fort  Sully,  and  he  gave  it  to  the  papers 
and  it  was  the  first  account  of  his  fight  that  was  published  and 
before  Connor  got  back  to  Fort  Larimie.     General  Connor  was 
worsted  by  the  Indians  and  he  had  but  five  wagons  left  when  he 
got  back  to  Laramie,  having  destroyed  all  the  balance.    The  far 
reaching  effects  of  this  outrageous  and  mercenary   scheme  will 
never  be  fully  understood  or  comprehended.     There  can  be  no 
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possible  doubt  that  the  Indians,  hcmg  placed  between  the  two 
columns  of  troops  would  have  been  terribly  and  justly  punished. 
And  who  can  tell  how  far  this  punishment  would  have  told  on  the 
future  settlement  of  this  region  of  country. 

The  Indians  when  convened  in  council  were  vindictive  and 
very  slow  to  come  to  terms  or  show  any  degree  of  friendship. 
The  establishment  of  Fort  Rice  in  their  country  and  the  road 
w^e  made  from  that  post  to  the  Yellowstone  river  the  year  before 
were  foo  fresh  in  their  memory.    The  Fire  Heart,  a  noted  chief 
of  the  Black  Feet  Sioux,  was  particularly  displeased,  for  he  and 
his  band  had  been  assigned  the  country  lying  between  the  Can- 
non Ball  river  on  the  south  and  the  Heart  river  on  the  north,  by 
the  treaty  made  at  Laramie  in  1858,  and  he  did  not  w^ant  any 
wdiite  men  in  it.     In  addition  to  this  he  had  been  shot  in  the 
.  knee  at  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  August,  the  summer  before,  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Little  Missouri  and  his  leg  was  stiff.    I  talked 
to  them  for  about  an  hour  and  listened  to  their  replys  for  two 
hours.    There  were' 30  Indians  in  this  delegation,  representing  the 
Brules,  Ogalalas,  Two  Kettle,  ^linne-Kan-jues,  Unk-pa-pa,  Black 
Feet  Sioux  and  Yanktonais.     I  gave  them  plenty  of  time  and 
appointed  another  meeting  for  the  next  ^day  and  told  them  to 
camp  north  of  the  fort  and  told  them  to  go  any  place  to  the 
stores  or  trading  houses,  except  inside  the  fort.    I  detailed  one 
guard  to  look  after  their  comfort  and  see  that,  no  one  should 
trouble  them,   and   through   whom   I   would   communicate  with 
them  and  they  with  me.    Gave  them  plenty  to  eat.    By  the  time 
appointed  for  the  next  day's  council  everything  seemed  to  be  in  a 
fair  condition.    There  is  always  an  Indian  room  connected  with 
all  trading  posts  for  Indians  to  smoke,  loaf  or  gossip  in.  These 
councils  are  held  in  these  rooms.    No  sruards  were  used  on  these 
occasions.    Every  one  was  on  his  honor  as  much  so  as  if  we  had 
been  under  a  flag  of  truce.    In  fact  I  could  have  gone  to  the 
hostile  camp  with  perfect  safety  provided  I  had  sent  word  of 
my  intention  to  do  so  before  I  started.    The  result  of  this  little 
talk  was  as  follows:    They  agreed  to  go  back  to  their  camps  so 
they  could  hunt,  leaving  with  me  one  man  from  each  of  their 
camps  to  serve  as  messenger  from  me  if  I  had  occasion  to  com- 
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municate  with  tlu-m.  These  mcssagcrs  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
camps;  (tliere  were  three  camps)  au,l  were  to  be  ted  by  me  and 
each  was  to  receive  a  suit  of  sohUers'  clothing,  or  coat,  pants, 
shirt  and  hat.  And  as  a  commission  had  been  appomted  by  the 
president  consisting  of  seven  men  to  make  a  treaty  with  these 
Indians,  I  was  to  t,se  tliese  messengers  to  notify  the  Indians  when 
the  commission  shotdd  arrive  at  Fort  Rice,  then  they  shotdd  brmg 
in  as  many  as  thev  pleased  to  make  the  treaty. 

Winter  was  rapidly  approaching  and  the  commission  did  not 
arrive,  but  we  were  notified  that  they    were    on    the    way  by 

steamer.  ' 

The  water  in  the  river  was  gelling  d.nvn  every  day.  iiie 
steamer  Belle  Peoria,  in  government  employ,  had  gone  down  the 
river  and  grounded  on  a  sandbar  and  1  luid  sent  twenty  men  down 
to  help  get  her  afloat,  but  it  was  a  hopeless  task.  She  lay  m  the 
•sand  all  winter,  was  abandoned  by  the  crew  and  I  placed  two  me.i 
in'  charge  of  her  during  the  winter  and  she  was  crushed  by  the 
ice  as  soon  as  the  river  !)roke  up  in  the  spring  and  ihe  government 

had  to  pav  the  bill. 

About  the  1st  of  October  I  was  notified  by  .Major  General  s. 
R    Curtis    chairman  of  the  Indian  commission,  that   the  com- 
mission had  reached  Fort  Sully  and  abandoned  the  idea  of  reach- 
ing Fort  Rice,  and  that  I  must  collect  together  a  delegation  of 
the  Indians  and  bring  them  to  Fort  Sully  to  make  a  treai, .  i 
immediatelv  sent  out  the  Indians  messengers  to  call  in  three 
camps.    About  ^oo  Indians  came  in  and  I  had  the  most  difficult 
job  on  my  hands  that  I  ever  had.     When  an  Indian  makes  a 
bargain  with  a  white  man  he  expects  the  white  man  to  keep  his 
word.     It  is  ne.xt  to  an  impossibility  n-  make  a  new  bargain. 
However,  after  three  days'  negotiations  I  got  them  to  agree  to 
send  a  delegation  if  I  would  furnish  the  transportation,  for  they 
argued  that  if  each  Indian  had  to  take  a  h-rse  and  ride  to  Fort 
Stdly  (i8o  miles)  and  return  to  Fort  Rice  that  tlie  horses  would 
be  useless  for  the  winter  hunt.    This  could  not  be  denied  and  so 
I  prevailed  upon  them  to  start  out  on  foot,    tt  told  them  I  would 
have  three  or  four  horses  along-two  oi  my  own  and  some  gov- 
ernment hor.es— to  ri.le  after  bulTalo  which  were  to  be  lound  in 
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great  numbers  for  half  the  distance  as  we  were  informed  by  the 
mail  party.  I  also  told  them  that  I  would  take  three  six-mule 
teams  to  draw  provisions  to  last  them  down  and  back,  and  thai 
we  would  eat  enough  provisions  from  the  wagons  to  make  room 
for  any  that  got  too  tired  to  walk.  We  would  have  a  good  time 
all  the  way  down  and  back. 

About  this  time  Colonel  Clark  arrived  from  Missouri  with 
the  50th  Wisconsin  infantry,  one  year's  men  with  their  time 
nearly  out,'  to  garrison  the  fort  for  winter.  All  the  U.  S.  volun- 
teers were  ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth  for  muster  out.  Colonel 
Dimon  of  the  ist  U.  S.  volunteers  returned  from  leave  of  absence, 
having  been  to  Washington  and  having  been  appointed  brigadier 
general  by  brevet.  Unfortunately  for  him  when  convened  again 
it  failed  to  appreciate  its  merits  and  the  senate  rejected  his  ap- 
pointment. The  last  I  heard  of  him  was  in  1S76.  He  was  then 
living  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  was  an  insurance  agent. 

All  things  being  at  last  in  readiness  I  left  Fort  Rice  with 
the  Indian  delegation  with  only  three  soldiers  for  an  escort,  on  the 
iStli  day  of  C^ctober,  1865.  I  had  ^lajor  Galpin  as  interpreter. 
I  never  learned  how  he  came  to.  be  called  major,  but  so  he  was 
from  the  tinie  I  first  knew  him.  W'e  camped  the  hrst  night  at 
the  mouth  of  Beaver  creek,  where  we  found  a  small  camp  of 
Indians  of  about  20  lodges.  .V  part  of  these  were  to  go 
wdth  me  to  P'ort  Sully.  Word  was  sent  to  P'our  Bears  to 
join  us  at  the  next  camp.  He  reached  us  about  10  p.  m.  with 
some  of  his  head  men  and  we  passed  on  to  Hidden  Wood  creek. 
Here  we  were  met  by  the  mail  party  bringing  a  letter  urging  me 
to  hurry  on  or  they  would  leave  for  Washington.  I  thought  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  that  they  should  see  the 
delegation  that  was  with  me.  I  sent  my  orderly,  Wm.  Morse, 
to  Fort  Sully  with  a  letter  to  General  S.  R.  Curtis.  That  letter 
left  me  at  5  130  p.  m.  and  was  placed  in  Cicneral  Curtis'  hands  ac 
10  a.  m.  the  next  day  (100  miles  away).  I  pushed  on  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Swan  Lake  creek,  where  I  added  several  more  to 
the  delegation.  On  the  22d  of  October  we  reached  the  Little 
Cheyenne  river  in  the  midst  of  a  fearful  snowstorm  and  had  but 
one  tent  eight  feet  square  for  40  people.    The  Indians  went  to 
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work  building  shelters  of  green  brush  and  had  very  fair  shelter 
as  the-  foilage  had  not  been  injured  by  the  frost.    The  next  morn- 
in-  we  found  there  was  a  camp  of  40  lodges  of  Indians  only 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  us  and  we  moved  down  and  were 
hospitablv  received  '  into  those  forty  lodges.     The  storm  raged 
with  great  fierceness  from  3  P-m-  on  the  22d  until  10  p.  m.  the 
day  after.    October  24th  opened  beautifully  and  I  started  out  with 
the  snow  from  cne  to  forty  inches  deep,  badly  drifted.    About  ten 
miles  out  met  a  mail,  party  of  six  men  of  the  4th  U.  S.  V.  gomg 
to  Fort  Rice.    After  overhauling  the  mail  I  inspected  the  mail 
party  and  all  were  southern  men  from  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
and  were  all  good  stalwart  men,  but  by  some  criminal  folly  they 
had  been  sent  out  or  allowed  to  go  out  with  only  one  blanket 
each.    It  was  touching  to  see  those  stalwart  men  shed  tears  of 
joy  when  I  ordered  them  back  to  Fort  Sully  with  .me.    I  shall  al- 
ways believe  they  would  have  perished  before  they  could  have 
reached  Fort  Rice.    That  night  we  reached  another  Indian  camp 
at  Assiniboine,  or  Snake  creek,  where  we  had  a  comfortable  night 
in  the  Indian  lodges.    On  the  25th  we  reached  Okoboji  creek  and 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1865,  wc  reached  Fort  Sully  with  17 
chiefs  and  forty  head  men,  representing  .12,000  Indians  of  the 
following  bands,  towit :    Brule,  Oglala,  Two  Kettle,  ^linne-Kan- 
jues,  San-Arc,  Unk-pa-pa  and  Yanktonais.    :Major  General  S.  R. 
Curtis,  Hon.  Newton  Edmunds,  then  second  governor  of  Dakota 
Territory,  and  a  man  from  Wisconsin,  whose  name  I  fail  to  find 
in  the  record. 

October  27  the  war  of  diplomacy  •  commenced  and  raged 
fiercely  from  9  a.  m.  to  3  P-  with  no  preceptible  advantage 
on  either  side.  It  was  a  battle  of  the  giants.  Some  of  the  most 
noted-  Indians  were  present  and  participated  in  the  negotiations. 
Among  them  the  following  are  representatives  :  .  Bea-'s  Ribs  Son, 
Four  Bears,  Running  Antelope,  Long  ^vlandan,  Fire  Heart,- Crow 
Feather,  Bone  Necklace,  Strong  Goose  and  White  Swan. 

At'  this   point   General   Curtis   was   urged   to   adjourn  for 

dinner.  "  ' , 

'     After  dinner  General  Curtis  and  Governor  Fdmunds,  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  and  Four  Bears  and  Crow  Feather,  on 
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the  part  of  the  Indians,  made  speeches,  when  Crow  Feather  siezed 
the  pen  in  both  r.ands  and  after  rolling  it  bctwen  them  for  nearly 
a  minute  he  made  his  mark  on  the  treaty.  His  was  the  first 
signature.  The  balance  was  soon  completed  and  ^  the  Indians 
started  for  Fort  Rice,  and  the  commissioners  for  Sioux  City  by 
ambulance  on  October  28th. 

I  had  command  of  Fort  Sully  upon  arrival  there  on  the  26th 
and  after  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  I  had  rested  a  few  days 
I  wrote  to  General  Sully  for  leave  of  absence  and  siaried  for  my 
home  at  Iowa  Citv,  Iowa. 

After  resting  20  days  I  started  back  to  Sully  and  arrived 
there  on  the  3rd  of  February,  having  been  thirty  days  on  the 
road  from  Sioux  City  to  Fort  Sully,  a  large  part  of  the  time  dig- 
ging through  snow  drifts. 

On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Sully  I  found  about  100  lodges  of 
Indians  camped  there  almost  in  a  starving  condition.  The  army 
regulations  authorized  the  commanding  officer  of  a  military  post 
in  the  Indian  country  to  issue  provisions  in  small  quantities  to  In- 
dians visiting  the  frontier  po>ts,  but  it  is  not  contemplated  that 
it  should  be  dene  continuously,  but  there  being  considerable  pro- 
visions on  hand  that  had  become  damaged  and  been  condemned. 
I  was  able  tu  keep  them  alive  through  February  and  March, 
when  buffalo  appeared  within  thirty  or  forty  miles  and  was  a 
great  relief  to  them. 

As  soon  as  the  river  opened  in  the  spring  preparations  were 
commenced  for  the  relief  of  the  volunteer  troops  by  troops  of  the 
regular  army  but  they  were  slower  than  the  growth  of  apple  trees. 

Colonel  Reeve  was  placed  in  command  of  the  district  and 
reached  Fort  Sully  late  in  :May  on  a  steamer,  but  dallied  along 
until  he  had  seven  steamers  lying  at  the  landing  all  loaded  with 
troops;  but  as  h.e  was  a  full  colonel  in  i«6i,  when  the  war  of  the 
rebellion  commenced,  and  reached  no  position  up  to  1S66,  it  wdi 
readily  be  seen  that  he  had  a  tedious  time  waiting.  However, 
on  the  8th  day  of  June  he  came  to  the  fort  with  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Andrews  and  informed  me  that  I  would  go  the  next  morn- 
ing. Colonel  Andrews  marched  in  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  gth  of  June 
and  I  was  ordered  to  be  on  the  steamer  with  the  troops  under  my 
command  at  10  a.  m.  ready  to  start.  I  was  allowed  no  time  to 
turn  over  the  property  for  which  I  was  responsible  and  get  re~ 
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ceipts  for  the  same.  In  consequence  of  this  silly  act  I  was  com- 
pelled to  travel  6op  miles  at  my  own  expense  to  get  the  business 
properly  settled.  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Thompson  (Crow  Creek) 
where  I  aided  in  exchanging  the  troops  at  that  post  and  passed 
on  to  Sioux  City,  where  I  found  the  troops  of  my  own  regiment 
ready  for  muster  out,  but  no  muster  officer  or  paymaster,  and  had 
to  wait  until  the  22d  of  June,  1866,  before  we  were  finally  relieved 
and  allowed  to  go  to  our  homes  after  an  absence  of  four  years 
and  eight  months. 

NOTt:   BY   THE  EDITOR. 

There  has  been  a  .^rood  deal  of  controversy  about  what  motive 
prompted  the  "Fool  Soldiers,"  to  undertake  the  rescue  of  the 
Shetak  captives  as  related  at  page  286  by  Colonel  Pattee,  and  the 
subject  is  so  unique  a  circumstance  in  South  Dakota  History  that 
it  is  perhaps  worthy  of  fuller  treatment. 

Colonel  Pattee  is  certainly  in  error  about  one  party  going  out 
from  Fort  Pierre  and  being  unable  to  secure  the  prisoners  before 
the  Fool  Soldiers  went  out.    There  was  not  time  for  such  an 
enterprise  after  the  report  of  the  location  of  the  captives  was 
made  by  Galpin  and  the  time  when  the  prisoners  were  brought 
in.    Primeau  did  send  out  Frank  LaFraniboise,  but  it  was  after 
the  Fool  Soldiers  had  left  and  of  course  LaFraniboise  expedition 
proved  useless  as  the  Fool  band  had  already  secured  the  captives. 
From   Charger   and   several   of   the   ])arty,   confirmed   by  Louis 
LaPlant,  I  am  informed  that  Galpin  arrived  at  Fort  Pierre  on 
November  17,   1862.  and  informed  Primeau  that  white  captives 
were  held  in  a  Santee  camp  at  the  mouth  of  P.eaver  Creek,  Em- 
mons county,   North   Dakota.     The   Fool   band   started   on  the 
morning  of  the  18th  and  reached  the  Santee  camp,  which  was 
en  route  down  stream,  at  Mobridge,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th. 
Thev  got  the  captives  into  tlicir  possessinn  on  the  evening  (^f  the 
20th  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pierre  on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  This. 
I  think,  is  confirmed  by  Pattec's  story.    Galpin  going  down  the 
river  and  leaving  Fort  Pierre  on  the  i7tli  woviUl  reach  Fort  Ran- 
dall by  the  evening  of  the  19th.    Pattee  was  back  l)y  the  2ist.  He 
got  his  orders  <^n  the  24th  and  started  on  the  26th,  meeting  the 
captives  on  the  29th.    The  time  scheduU-  exactly  checks.     1  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Fool  Soldiers  are  entitled  to  all  of  tlie  credit 
they  claim  in  tlie  premises. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA'S  EARLY  SURVEYS. 

BY  FERD  J.  GOODFELLOW. 

The  story  of  the  government  surveys  in  South  Dakota  has  to 
do  with- all  original  surveys  made  within  the  present  boundaries  of 
the  state  and  the  office  work  necessarily  connected  with  the  same. 
But  little  is  to  be  learned  of  the  work  done  before  the  organization 
of  Dakota  territory.  It  covered  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
state's  lands  and  had  to  do  mainly  with  the  running  of  external 
lines  of  a  tier  of  townships  lying  in  the  ^Missouri  and  Big  Sioux 
valleys.  Prior  to  territorial  organization  all  that  portion  of  the 
state  east  of  the  ^Missouri  river  belonged  to  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  and  the  portion  to  the  w^cst  of  the  river  to  Nebraska. 
The  latter  section  was  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  Nebraska,  but  no  work  was -done  within  his 
jurisdiction  other  than  a  few  small  surveys  about  the  frontier 
forts  along  the  river. 

The  section  east  of  the  iMissouri  river  came  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  surveyor-general  of  Towa  and  Wisconsin,  and  under 
his  direction  and  supervision^  were  made  practically  all  surveys 
which  were  completed  before  the  organization  of  the  territory. 
His  headquarters  were  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  as  he  had  charge  of 
all  the  surveying  work  in  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  as  well  as  Dakota, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  he' found  but  little  time  to  devote  to  the 
interests  of  the  few  settlers  then  within'  the  boundaries  of  our 
present  state.  Following  the  ceding,  by  the  Indians,  of  the 
lands  in  southern  Dakota  to  the  government,  and  in  anticipation 
of  the  speedy  organization  of  a  new  Territory,  many  of  the  more 
pushing  frontiersmen  came  to  the  new  country  with  their  families. 
Thus  sprung  up  many  small  settlements  alcjiig  the  valleys  of  the 
Missouri  and  Big  Sioux  rivers,  the  principal  of  which  were  Yank- 
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\£rricultiii-al  collt-;^-.'  and  served  first  as  d.>p'ity  clt-rk  of  thi'  Siipifine 
Court  and  then,  from  Julv  1.  I'M)?,  to  January  1.  T.*or,,  as  Curator,  re- 
siftnins   the   position   to   take   up   the  study    of  medicine. 
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ton,  Vermillion,  Sioux  Falls  and  Springfield.  A  squatter's  right 
was  -a  supreme  title  in  those  early  days,  and  it  proved  quite  suf- 
ficient for  the  needs  of  the  community  during  the  first  years  of 
immigration,  but  as  the  country  became  more  thickly  populated 
geat  need  was  felt  for  more  definite  boundaries  to  each  man's 
holdings.  The  first  settlers  had  squatted  upon  the  best  lands  and 
had  no  difficulty  to  maintain  their  rights  of  ownership  so  long 
as  there  were  plenty  of  good  tracts  remaining  unclaimed,  but 
a  day  came  when  all  the  desirable  locations  had  been  taken  and 
then  disputes  arose  as  to  the  exact  boundaries  of  this  and  that 
tract.  The  settlers  holding  the  lands  and  the  newcomers  dis- 
puting their  rights  were  equally  anxious  to  have  the  surveys  run 
and  the  differences  thus  definitely  settled.  Already  several  hun- 
dred people  were  living  within  the  Territory,  and  they  were  unani- 
mous in  a  request  for  surveys  to  be  made  will  all  possible  speed. 

After  repeated  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  in  Washington,  a  few  seurveys  were 
made  in  the  valleys  of  the  Missouri  and  Big  Sioux  rivers,  as  be- 
fore stated.  These  surveys  consisted  mainly  in  the  running  of 
the  external  lines  of  the  townships  south  of  the  paraUel  of  43 
degrees  north  latitude 'and  east  of  Chouteau  creek,  which  is  the 
present  boundary  line .  between  Bon  Hommie  and  Charles  I\lix 
counties,  and  also  of  thirty-two  townships  in  the  Big  Sioux  val- 
ley. .  The  tov/nships  surveyed  in  the  valley  of  the  Big  Sioux  con- 
sisted of  a  tier  of  four  townships  extending  from  the  south  line 
of  iMinnehaha  to  the  north  lines  of  ]Moody  and  Lake,  comprising 
the  sixteen  western  townships  of  ^Minnehaha,  tiie  eastern  half  of 
Lake  and  the  western  halt  of  Moody  counties.  To  partially  meet 
the  needs  of  the  time  seven  of  these  townships  were  subdivided. 
The  subdivisions  were  made  in  the  localities  where  they  were 
most  needed  and,  as  the  funds  at  hand  would  not  permit  of  ex- 
tensive subdivisions,  they  were  proportioned  among  the .  more 
thickly  settled  communities.  Sioux  Falls  township  was  tlie  only 
one  in  the  valley  of  the  Bix  Sioux  which  was  subdivided,  as  at 
this  point  only  had  the  settlement  become  so  far  advanced  as  to 
require  the  work.  Quite  a  little  sctllonicnt  had  sprung  up  in  the 
extreme  southeastern  corner  of  Union  county  and  it  was  found  ad- 
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visable  to  subdivide  a  fractional  township  there.  The  remainder 
of  the  townships  subdivided  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  ter- 
ritory were:  Township  93,  range  55,  and  township  93,  range  56, 
in  Yankton  county,  immediately  adjoining  the  village  of  Yankton; 
townsljip  91,  range  52,  and  township  92,  range  52,  in  Clay  county, 
immediately  adjoining  the  village  of  Vermillion,  and  township  93, 
range  59,  in  which  was  located  the  thriving  little  hamlet  of  Spring- 
field, in  Bon  Homme  county. 

New  settlers  were  arriving  almost  daily  and  the  need  for 
immediate  work  to  be  done  in  the  surveying  of  townships  and 
subdivisions  became  so  great  that  it  was  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  bringing  about  the  general  move  for  recognition  as  a 
separate  Territory.  It  was  hoped  that  with  the  organization  of  a 
new  Territory  there  would  be  created  a  new  and  separate  sur- 
veyor-general's office  for  the  district.  The  office  in  Dubuque  was 
already  overcrowded  with  work  and  the  surveyor-general  was  so 
occupied  with  demands  upon  him  from  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  that 
he  gave  but  little  attention  to  the  demands  of  the  people  of  the 
western  frontier— in  fact,  he  did  not  realize  the  extent  of  the  set- 
tlements which  had  been  made  in  the  new  country.  The  people  of 
Dakota  wanted  a  new  Territory  organized,  that  they  might  be 
represented  by  people  from  their  own  community  who  knew  the 
needs  of  the  Territory,  and  in  March  of  1861  their  efforts  were 
rewarded  by  the  organization  of  Dakota  Territory  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Yankton  land  office,  to  be  located  at  Vermillion, 
and  by  the  establishment  of  the  District  of  Dakota  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  surveyor-general  for  said  district,  whose  office  was 
designated  as  at  Yankton. 

The  Territory  was  organized  on  March  2,  1861,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  month  President  Lincoln  appointed  George  D.  Hill, 
of  Michigan,  as  surveyor-general  of  Dakota.  Mr.  Hill  qualified 
on  June  27th  of  the  same  year  and  opened  his  office  in  the  little 
village  on  the  banks  of  the  [Miss.nn-i,  July  i,  1861.  In  traveling 
through  the  lower  portion  of  the  Territr)ry  by  stage,  on  his  way 
from  Sioux  City  to  Yankton,  he  took  note  of  the  great  need  for 
immediate  work  in  the  surveying  field.     From  the  first  he  dis- 
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the  external  township  Hnes  of  which  had  been  surveyed,  but  which 
had  not  been  subdivided.  The  entire  contract  was  completed 
within  the  year  and,  in  addition,  the  external  lines  of  the  town- 
shios  lying-  between  the  Big  Sioux  river  and  the  west  line  of 
township  49  and  the  parallels  of  43  degrees  X.  and  43  degrees 
30  minutes  X.  were  surveyed,  thus  connecting  the  townships  of 
the  two  valleys  by  this  tier  of  townships. 

The  men  who  made  these  early  surveys  not  only  had  a  dif- 
ficult task  to  perform  in  the  surveying  of  this  prairie  country, 
much  of  which  was  often  devastated  by  prairie  fires,  but  they 
were  in  daily  ])cril  of  their  lives.  ?vlany  Indian  bands  roved 
freely  through  this  vast  Territory  and  preyed  upon  any  who  fell 
in  their  path.  Prominent  among  the  early  surveyors  who  experi- 
enced trouble  with  the  Indians  in  making  surveys  were  Cortez 
Fessenden  and  John  X.  Mcllen. 

These  two  gentlemen  received  contracts  for  surveys  to  be  ex- 
ecuted in  Clay  and  Union  counties  early  in  1862.  They  outfitted  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  then  one  of  the  principal  out  posts  on  the  western 
frontier  and  thence  conveyed  their  supplies  and  instruments  to 
the  new  Territory  by.  the  aid  of  ox  teams.  Before  they  left 
Dubuque  rumors  reached  them  of  the  ho'stility  of  the  Indians 
in  the  Dakota  country.  They  were  told  that  the  Sioux  Indians 
were  on  the  war  path  and  were  plundering  and  killing  the  settlers 
in  the  sparcely  settled  parts  of  both  the  ^lissouri  and  Big  Sioux 
valleys.  They  were  not  turned  from  their  work  by  these  rumors, 
for  they  had  made  many  surveys  within  the  then  wilderness  of 
northern  Wisconsin  and  :\Iichigan,  where  they  had  not  only  the 
Indians  to  contend  with,  but  were  compelled  to  pack  their  su[)plies 
for  miles  at  a  time  upon  their  backs  thru  dense  forests  without  so 
much  as  a  blazed  trail  to  guide  them.  After  working  under  such 
dilTiculties  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  were  not  daunted  by  the 
stories  of  hostile  Indians  in  the  Dakota,  land,  for  to  them  it  was  a 
hixury  to  be  al)le  to  bring  their  supplies  and  instruments  to  their 
field  of  operations  with  ox  teams,  rather  than  on  their  backs. 
They  were  a  joyous  party  as  they  left  Dnl)U(|uc.  Tiie  party  was 
comprised  mainly  of  young  frontiersmen  who  enjoyed  the  outdoor 
life  and  the  danger  and  uncertainty  which  accompanied  their  ad- 
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vent  into  the  new  country.    But  upon  their  arrival  at  Sioux  Ci^ty 
they,  were  compelled  to  give  serious  thought  to  the  satety  of  the 
expedition.    Here  they  learned  diat  the  rumors  which  they  had 
heard  at  Dubuque  were  only  too  true,  and  that  they  were  verit- 
ably taking  their  lives  in  their  hands  when  they  ventured  mto  the 
prairie  countrv  away  from  the  thickly  settled  portions.  However 
they  were  much  gratified  by  receiving  word  at  that  place  that  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  military  post,  located  there,  had 
been  authorized  to  furnish  them  with  a  military  escort  to  accom- 
pany them  during  the  entire  time  of  their  work  in  the  hostile 
countrv     In  the  earlv  days  but  few  men  were  kept  at  these  fron- 
tier posts,  and  it  was  but  a  meager  escort  that  accompanied  the 
little  party  of  survevors  when  they  left  Sioux  City  for  their  jour- 
ney northward.    Do  not  let  us  get  the  idea  that  the  party  was 
supplied  with  ox  teams  enough  to  accommodate  more  than  the  sup- 
phes  In  fact,  the  young  and  hardy' frontiersmen  scorned  the  idea  of 
riding  when  walking  was  so  good,  and  not  in  the  least  crowded. 
The  soldiers  were- the  only  ones  who  did  not  walk,  and  they  rode 
their  mounts.     Among  the  young  surveyors  of  this  party  was 
■      Judson  Lamoure,  then  quite  a  young  man,  who  afterward  settled 
in  North  Dakota  and  became  quite  prominent  in  business  and 
political  circles. 

Each  member  of  the  party  was  provided  with  a  carbine  and 
cartridge  belt,  which  together  with  his  working  tools  he  was 
obliged  to  carrv.    The  leaders  of  the  party  were  not  expected  in 
this^  When  thev  reached  the  field  of  their  labors  it  became  neces- 
sary that  the  party  should  divide,  Melleii  in  charge  of  one  division 
to  run  a  line  twenty-four  miles  west  and  thence  twenty-four  miles 
north,  while  Fessenden,  with  the  remainder  of  the  party,  was  to 
run  a  line  twenty-four  miles  north  and  thence  twenty-four  miles 
west  to  connect  with  Ziehen's  line.  The  escort  was  so  small  that  to 
divide  it  meant  to  do  away  with  its  usefulness.    This  dilTiculty 
was  overcome  by  Fessenden  undertaking  his  portion  of  the  work 
^  without  an  escort,  thus  leaving  the  entire  force  of  cavalry  with 
Mellen,  whose  work  carried  him  through  a  mure  hostile  country 
than  did  Fessenden's. 

After  caching  their  surplus  sui)plies  the  two  parties  separated 
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though  not  without  serious  misgivings  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
would  again  meet,  for  every  night  since  their  entry  into  the  hos- 
tile country  they  had  observed  the  watch-fires  of  the  wily  red- 
skms.  The  Indian  signals  plainly  showed  the  surveyors  that  they 
were  being  v;atched  and  their  slightest  act  noted.  Scarcely  had 
they  separated  when  their  trouble  with  the  Indians  began.  I  give 
below  the  story  of  their  experiences  as  told  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  charge  of  the  party  without  the 
escort: 

"I  had  in  rny  party  a  man  who  had  lived  among  the  Sioux, 
was  familiar  with  their  ways,  and  could  speak  their  language. 
Through  him  I  con.versed  with  the  Indians  when  they  came  about 
us  on  the  lines  or  in  camp,  which  they  lost  no  time  in  doing  after 
we  began  work  in  their  country.     Seeing  them  coming  toward 
us  in  small  bands  when  we  were  running  our  lines,  we  would 
stop  work,  unsling  our  carbines,  and  halt  them  at  a  safe  distance, 
telling  them  by  signal,  if  the  interpreter  did  not  happen  to  be 
near,  that  they  could  come  closer  only  one  at  a  time,  and  that  they 
must  not  bring  any  weapons.    As  a  general  rule  the  chief  of  the 
band  Vvould  leave  his  weapons  with  his  fellows  and  come  up  to 
us  and  want  to  have  a  ''big  talk",  informing  us  that  we  must  not 
survey  the  land,  ordering  us  to  leave  the  country  at  once,  and 
threatening  us  with  destruction  if  we  did  not  do  so.    Not  daring 
to  show  the  white  feather  when  thus  threatened,  we  would  answer 
him  in  like  manner,  making  our  threats  good  and  strong  as  to 
what  we  would  do  to  them  if  they  did  not  leave  us  entirely  alone, 
or  if  they  undertook  to  put  their  threats  into  execution.  Scarcely 
a  day  passed  ithout  a  parley  of  this  kind,  and  often  we  had  two 
or  three  of  them  in  a  single  day.    At  night  we  were  obliged  to 
fasten  our  oxen  to  the  wagons  with  trace  chains  and  lock  them 
with  padlocks  to  prevent  the   Indians   from   running  them  olT. 
We  slept  on  our  carbines  and  t(X)k  turns  standing  guard  at  night. 
In  due  time  we  finished  our  work  up  to  the  point  where  we  were 
to  meet  Mellen  and  his  party,  but  they  were  not  there.    Our  pro- 
visions  were  running  low  and  the  Indians  were  becoming  more 
ugly  every  day.  but  there  was  nothing  for  us  to  do  but  U>  camp 
as  near  as  i^ossible  to  the  point  where  he  would  close  to  our  line 
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and  await  his  arrival.  Those  were  anxious  hours.  For  all  we 
knew  Mellen  and  his  whole  party  might  have  been  wiped  out  by 
Indians,  and  our  turn  might  come  at  any  moment.  Our  second 
day  of  waiting  I  stood  on  a  high  point  of  ground  near  our  camp 
scanning  the  prairie  with  my  field  glass  when,  away  off  to  the 
south,  I  saw  a  buffalo  coming  over  a  rise  on  the  run,  as  though 
he  were  being  chased.  Holding  my  glass  in  that  direction  I  soon 
observed  a  number  of  horsemen  in  full  pursuit,  but  whether  they 
were  whites  or  Indians  I  could  not  at  first  tell.  As  they  were 
com.ing  toward  me  I  was  soon  able  to  make  out  that  they  were 
United  States  soldiers.  I  can  hardly  express  the  relief  I  felt  when 
I  made  cut  who  those  horsemen  were.  Being  more  or  less  re- 
sponsible for  the  lives  of  the  men  of  my  party,  I  felt  a  load  lifted 
from  me  when  Uncle  Sam's  boys  approached  mc  in  answer  to  my 
signal.  They  were  soon  in  camp  with  a  good  supply  of  fresh 
buffalo  meat  and  then  explained  how  they  came  to  be  there. 
They  were  looking  for  our  party  when  they  came  upon  the  buf- 
falo, which  they  determined  to  capture  so  as  to  supply  the  camp 
with  fresh  meat.  They  informed  us  that  soon  after  our  parties 
separated  the  Indians  became  so  hostile  toward  Mellen's  party 
that  the  commander  of  the  escort  sent  a  courier  to  the  post  at 
Sioux  City  for  reinforcements,  telling  the  courier  to  inform  the 
commander  there  that  I  had  no  escort  with  me  and  that  the 
chances  were  that  my  party  had  been  massacred,  which  the  com- 
mander of  the  post  thought  probable  and  so  reported  to  Washing- 
ton. However,  he  at  once  sent  all  the  men  he  could  spare,  from 
the  guard  at  the  post,  to  reinforce  ]\lelletr's  escort,  and  as  soon  as 
Mellen  received  his  reinforcements  he  sent  the  party  out  which 
found  us.  Mellen  closed  his  line  to  ours  toward  evening  of  the 
same  day,  and  our  parties  were  thus  again  united  and  remained 
together  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  work  in  the  field.'' 

Messrs.  Fessenden  and  ]\Iellcn  completed  their  surveying  con- 
tract that  fall  and  succeeded  in  getting  through  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  man,  though  they  had  many  trying  experiences.  Mr. 
Fessenden  executed  many  surveys  within  the  Territory  after  the 
''Completion  of  this  one,  and  in  i8Si  became  surveyor-general  of 
the  Dakota  district. 
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As  previously  stated,  there  was  established  at  Vermillion,  at 
the  organization  of  Dakota  Territorv-,  the  Yankton  Land  Office, 
and  Henry  A.  Kennerly  was  commissioned  register  and  Jesse 
Wherry,  receiver.  It  has  been  generally  believed  that  these  two 
gentlemen  never  performed  any  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
positions 'in  Dakota,  but  from  the  records  in  the  general  land  of- 
fice, at  Washington,  it  would  appear  that  they  did  perform  of- 
ficial duties  during  their  incumbency.  The  records  show  that 
Henry  A.  Kennerly,  who  was  commissioned  as  register  of  the 
United  States  land  office  at  Vermillion,  Dakota,  on  April  lo,  1861, 
filed  his  bond  and  oath  of  office,  dated  August  15,  1861.  He  was 
again  commissioned  on  September  28,  1861,  and  filed  bond  and 
oath,  dated  November  9,  1861,  and  his  nomination  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Jesse  Wherry,  who  was  commissioned  as  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  said  office,  filed  bond  and  oath,  dated  July  26, 
1861 ;  was  again  commissioned  Scpteniber  28,  1S61,  and  filed  bond 
and  oath  October  22,  1861,  but  his  nomination  was  rejected. 

It  appears  that  the  first  cash  entry  was  made  in  the  VermiUion 
office  in  April,  1862,  by  J.  B.  S.  Todd,  and  the  report  thereon  was 
signed  by  Kennerly  and  Wherry.  ]\Ir.  Allen,  successor  to  Mr. 
Kennerly,  gave  receipts  to  him  for  the  oflice  records  on  July  3, 
1862,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  successor  to  Mr.  Wherry,  receipted  to 
him  on  June  16,  1862.  In  November,  1862,  reports  of  cash  en- 
tries were  signed  by  J.  M,  Allen.  No.  i.  D.  S.,  Homestead  Entry, 
filing,  on  August  i,  1861,  was  made  by  Thomas  A.  McLeese,  and 
reported  by  the  United  States  surveyor-general.  The  first  home- 
stead entry  under  the  administration  of  J.  M.  Allen  as  register 
was  numbered  34,  on  October  6,  1862,  and  reported  on  September 
17,  1863,  b}-  J.  M.  Allen,  register.  It  therefore  appears  that 
Messrs.  Kennerly  and  Wherry  actually  performed  official  duties 
during  their  incumbency,  though  they  never  regularly  maintained 
an  office. 

Despite  the  above,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if 
Messrs.  Kennerl}-  and  Wherry  performed  any  official  duties  in 
Dakota,  they  were  very  few.  The  reports  of  the  surveyor-general 
show  that,  the  above-named  officials  having  failed  to  qualify  for 
their  respective  offices  before  the  close  of  the  congressional  session 
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in  the  spring,  their  duties,  under  section  seventeen  of  the  organic 
act  of  the  Territory,  devolved  upon  the  surveyor-general,  and, 
further,  that  said  duties  were  performed  by  such  officer  until 
transferred  to  the  newly  commissioned  register  and  receiver, 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Wilkinson,  in  July,  1862.  These  additional 
duties  devolving  upon  the  surveyor-general  consisted  mainly  in 
receiving-  noties  of  preemption,  declaratory  statements  and  at- 
tending to  grants  and  location  of  various  certificates.  This  burden 
came  at  a  time  when  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  was  in 
poor  condition  to  care  for  the  additional  work,  but  the  trial  was 
bravely  met,  and  so  far  as  can  be  learned  the  work  was  most 
'efficiently  done. 

During  this  period  the  first  preemption  was  filed  within  the 
present  limits  of  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Thomas  A.  McLeese  filed 
declaratory  statement  No.  i  on  August  i,  1861,  alleging  settle- 
ment July  20,  i860,  for  the  SVo  of  the  SEjl,  NW14  of  the 
SE^,  and  SW14  of  the  NE>i  of  Section  11,  Township  93,  and 
range  56  W.,  upon  which  he  located  Military  Bounty  Land  War- 
rant September  i,  1863.  This  tract  joins  the  city  of  Yankton  on 
tlie  west.  Juldge  Wilmot  W.  Brookings  made  and  filed  declara- 
tory statement  No.  10  on  August  24,  i86t,  for  the  N\V^4  of 
Section  16,  Township  loi  N.,  and  Range  49  W.,  upon  which  he 
located  Military  Bounty  Land  Warrant  November  26,  1862.  In 
his  statement  Judge  Brookings  alleges  settlement  September  9, 
1857,  the  earliest  permanent  legal  settlement  made  within  the 
bounds  of  the  state.  The  Brookings  preemption  lies  in  the  very 
heart  of  Sioux  Falls  city. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  to  whom  be- 
longs the  honors  of  the  first  homestead  under  the  Free  Home- 
stead Law  of  1862. 

The  first  land  office  in  Dakota  Territory  was  opened  for 
business,  in  Vermillion,  on  July  16,  1862,  with  J.  ]M.  Allen,  regis- 
ter, and  Mahlon  Wilkinson,  receiver.  Messrs.  Allen  and  Wilkin- 
son owned  The  Republican,  one  of  the  two  newspapers  then  pub- 
^^ished  within  the  Territory,  and  had  engaged  Mahlon  Core  to  run 
the  same.  In  those  primitive  times  hotels  and  b~)arding  houses 
were  'scarce,  and  the  two  land  office  officials  slept  in  their  offices 
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and  took  their  meals  with  Mr.  Gore,  who  lived  in  one  of  the 
few  cottages  on  the  bluff.  The  free  homestead  law,  which  was 
passed  in  1862,  was  to  go  into  effect  on  January  i,  1863,  and  a 
large  number  of  people  had  gathered  at  Vermillion  the  day  pre- 
vious that  thy  might  be  among  the  first  to  secure  their  entry 
receipts  and  insure  their  homes.  No  one  then  thought  of  being 
the  first  person  to  file,  but  all  were  anxious  to  get  the  matter  over 
with,  thus  avoiding  the  rush  later  in  the  day.  Mr.  Gore  had 
planned  to  take  a  vacation  New  Year's  day  and  was  therefore 
anxious  to  enter  his  homestead'  fihngs  and  have  a  full  holiday. 
In  a  letter  dated  Tvlay  29,  1901,  and  addressed  to  Franklin  Taylor, 
now  on  file  in  the  State  Historical  Society,  he-  tells  the  story  of 
his  filing  in  the  following  language : 

"On  the  last  night  of  the  old  year,  1862,  I  worked  until  about 
half  past  II  o'clock  in  the  printing  office,  in  order  to  dispose  of 
work,  as  I  had  arranged  to  go  away  for  a  day,  next  morning — 
New  Year's  day.  On  my  way  home,  seeing  a  light  in  the  land 
office,  I  stopped  in,  and  told  ^lajor  Wilkinson  that  I  would  come 
over  as  soon  as  he  got  up  in  the  morning  and  file  my  homestead 
application,  thus  avoiding  an  expected  rush  later  in  the  day,  and 
enabling  me  to  get  an  early  start.  He  repljed  that  it  was  almost 
midnight,  and  if  I  would  wait  until  twelve  o'clock  I  could  file  my 
application  before  going  home.  I  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  and 
within  five  minutes  after  the  clock  struck  twelve  I  filed  home- 
stead application  No.  i,  and  started  for  home  with  my  receipt  in 
my  pocket." 

This,  the  first  homestead  application  filed  in  South  Dakota,  is 
beyond  doubt  the  first  one  filed  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
claimed  that  the  home  of  Hon.  J.  Sterling  Morton,  of  Nebraska, 
was  the  first  homestead  in  the  United  States,  but  it  is  not  pvo\>- 
able  that  such  filing  was  made  immediately  after  the  stroke  of 
twelve  on  New  Year's  morning  in  1S63. 

Mahlon  Gore's  homestead  was  located  about  eight  miles  north 
and  two  miles  east  of  Elk  Point,  in  Union  county,  the  legal  de- 
scription being  SEJ4   NEM   Section  9,  and  SW/J   NWUi  ^nd 
Lots  3  and  5,  Section  10,  Township  92  N.,  Range  49  \V.  Mr. 
Gore,  after  living  upon  the  land  until  October,  1864,  was  given 


362  SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

the  position  of  manager  of  the  Sioux  City  Journal,  and  went  to 
that  city  to  take  charge  of  same,  leaving  Henry  H.  Fisher  upon 
his  homestead,  permitting  him  to  Hve  in  the  house  and  paymg 
him  wages  to  keep  up  the  improvements.  Fisher  took  advantage 
of  Gore's  absence  and  filed  a  notice  of  contest  and  was  success- 
ful in  the  trial.  In  1877  a  deed  was  given  Celia  Fisher,  widow 
of  Henry  H.  Fisher,  for  this  tract  of  land,  and  the  same  is  now 
(1906)  the  home  of  ^Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Beach,  who  own 
the  property. 

Though   Mahlon  Gore  filed  the  first  homestead  application 
and  Mr.  and  :\[rs.  Beach  now  own  the  property  first  filed  in  the 
United  Slates  under  the  free  homestead  act  of  1862,  they  nuist 
divide  honors  with  others  in  the  matter  of  die  first  homestead  in 
South  Dakota.    A  party  of  anxious  men,  among  them  Frank  Ver- 
zani,  awoke  the  land  officers  at  Vermillion  at  4  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  January  i,  1863,  that  they  might  make  their  home- 
stead entries.     2vlr.  Verzani  was  si'xth  in  line  at  that  hour  and 
made  homestead  application  No.  7-    Seventh  in  the  line  of  entry, 
and  but  a  few  hours  behind  Mr.  Gore  m  making  his  application, 
Mr.  Verzani  wins  his  share  in  the  honors  of  holding  the  first 
homestead  by  right  of  receiving  the  first  homestead  certificate  for 
lands  within  this  state.    This  certificate  wa8  signed  by  President 
Grant,  is  dated  the  22nd  day  of  July,  1872,  and  deeds  lots  i  and  2 
of  Section  8,  and  lots  2  and  3  of  Section  9.  in  Township  91  of 
Range  51,  containing   173.70  -^res.     The  homestead  is  located 
about  three  miles  southwest  of   Burbank,  in  Clay  county,  and 
borders  upon  the  }^lissouri  river.  «  u  - 

Frank  Verzani  was  born  m  Florence,  Italy,  May  13,  1828, 
and,  coming  to  Illinois,  he  was  married  on  March  13,  1858,  at 
Freeport,  and  soon  after  came  to  Nebraska  with  his  young  bride. 
He  settled  on  the  south  shore  of  the  :^lissouri,  intending  to  cross 
to  the  Dakota  side  as  soon  as  the  Territory  was  organized.  Here 
he  kept  a  country  store  for  a  time,  and  had  many  experiences  with 
the  Indians.  At  one  time  while  he  was  absent  from  home  a 
stalwart  redskin  walked  into  the  little  cabin  and  coolly  pointed  his 
musket  at  the  pioneer's  young  wife.  She  told  him  to  point  it  at 
the  cat,  whereupon  he  aimed  it  at  the  infant  in  the  cradle.  The 
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frontierswoman  kept  her  courage  and  smilingly  asked  him  to 
point  it  at  the  cat,  and  he  soon  put  the  gun  down,  but  stayed 
about  the  cabin  until  dark.  Going  to  the  door  Mrs.  Verzani 
talked  as  though  she  were  conversing  with  her  husband  in  hid- 
ing, and  the  Indian  took  alarm  and  left.  On  November  13,  i860, 
Air.  Verzani  crossed  the  Missouri  in  a  canoe.  He  landed  upon  the 
spot  which  he  now  calls  home.  It  had  been  previously  occupied 
by  a  squaw-man  named  Randal,  who  had  built  a  comfortable  log 
cabin,  but  had  later  followed  the  tribe  in  its  move  to  the  w^est- 
ward.  t  Mr.  Verzani  at  once  moved  his  family  into  the  little 
cabin  on  the  Dakota  'side,  taking  a  squatter's  right  to  the  land. 
Five  days  after  their  settlement  in  Dakota  a  son  was  born  to 
them.  Mr.  Verzani  still  holds  title  to  his  homestead  and  makes 
his  home  upon  the  land. 

In  a  report  to  the  Department  of  tlie  Interior,  made  three 
months  after  the  opening  of  his  office  in  Dakota  Territory,  Mr. 
Hill,  surveyor-general,  sa^  s :  "The  Territory  presents  unusual 
and  remarkable  inducements  to  those  seeking  a  home  in  a  new 
country.  The  lands  are  of  the  most  fertile  character,  the  climate 
healthful  and  agreeable,  the  water  pure  and  wholesome.  The 
capacity  of  the  Territory  as  a  stock  raising  country  cannot  be 
overestimated."  From  this  we  observe  that  even  the  southeastern 
portion  of  our  state,  now  acknowledged  to  be  as  fine  a  farming 
country  as  is  to  be  found  anywhere,  was  once  looked  upon  with 
favor  because  of  its  "capacity  as  a  stock  raising  country." 

From  the  time  Air.  Hill  opened  his  office  in  Yankton,  in 
July,  1861,  until  the  day  of  his  retirement  he  continually  sought 
for  an  appropriation  and  authority  from  congress  permitting  of 
the  carrying  on  of  a  geological  survey  in  connection  with  the 
linear  survey,  but  in  this  he  w^as  unsuccessful.  No  doubt  his 
efforts  had  much  to  do  with  the  fmal  organization  of  geological 
•surveying  expeditions  in  Dakota,  but  never  has  one  been  made 
within  this  state  in  connection  with  a  linear  survey. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  organization  of  the  Territory  the 
progress  of  the  surveys  in  Dakota  was  slow,  due  to  the  small 
appropriations  made  for  the  purpose  by  congress.  This  was  due 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  national  affairs.    However,  a  little  was 
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done  each  year,  and  on  May  23,  1866,  when  William  Tripp  re- 
ceived his  appointment  as  surveyor-general,  to  succeed  Mr.  Hill, 
the  public  surveys  embraced  the  southern  half  of  Bon  Homme, 
the  eastern  third  of  Hutchinson,  and  the  eastern  half  of  Lake 
counties,  and  the  entire  counties  of  :Moody,  ]\Inmehaha,  Turner, 
Lincoln,  Yankton,  Clay  and  Union.  Practically  seventy-five  town- 
ships within  these  counties  had  been  subdivided. 

Connected  with  the  surveys  in  the  Big  Sioux  valley  I  wish 
to  relate  an  anecdote  of  the  work  in  that  region  as  told  by  Moses 
K.  Armstrong,  one  of  the  prominent  Dakotans  of  the  early  days. 
This  little  story  will  give  us  an  idea  of  some  of  the  trials  with 
which  the  early  surveyors  had  to  deal,  besides  the  chances  they 
.took  with  the  Indians.  I  will  let  Mr.  Armstrong  tell  his  story  in 
his  own  w^ords. 

"During  the  first  week  of  November  (1864)  we  moved  north 
into  the  .  region  of  the  Pipestone  creek,  and  on  the  seventh  wc^ 
completed  our  work  by  running  the  second  standard  parallel,  and 
closing  unto  a  post  on  the  Minnesota  boundary,  marked  seventy- 
six  miles  south  of  Big  Stone  Lake.    We  had  now  crossed  the 
p'ort  Ridgely  and  Fort  Thompson  wagon  road,  and  were  about 
120  miles  northeast  of  Yankton,  and  nearly  100  miles  from  the 
nearest  habitation  of  white  men.    The  whole  country  had  been 
recently  burned  over  by  Indian  fires,  that  had  run  down  from  a 
great  distance  to  the  north.     Fresh  buffalo  trails   covered  the 
prairie   in  all  directions,  bearing  to  the   southwest.     We  were 
in  the  midst  of  a  vast,  black,  boundless  waste,  unrelieved  by  tree, 
shrub  or  verdure,  save  an  occasional  winding  of  the  L^>ig  Sioux 
river,  which  coursed  its  lonely  channel  through  the  burned  desert. 
We  were  obliged  to  feed  our  cattle  on  l^read  and  hardtack,  and 
change  teams  each  day.     Some  days  we  were  unable  to  reach 
camp^  at  night,  and  were  obliged  to  lie  down  upon  the  ground, 
cold,  wet,  hungry  and  fatigued.    In  such  cases,  being  unprovided 
with  sufficiency  of  clothing  to  cover  all,  some  were  obliged  to 
stamp  around  and  keep  warm  while  (others  slept.    The  last  night 
on  the  work  my  bed  was  in  a  ditch  on  the  prairie,  between  friends 
IMeyer  and  Foster.    The  night  wa>  boisterous,  and  whenever  we 
peeped  out  from  under  our  blanket,  longing  for  the  appearance 
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of  day,  the  sky  rebuked  us  with  its  frosty  stars,  drifting  snow- 
clouds  and  wailing  winds.  It  was  a  dismal,  dreary  night  for  a 
little  party  of  eight  men.  The  next  day  we  started  homeward, 
passing  within  the  holy  atmosphere  of  the  great  red  pipestone 
quarry.  *    *    Proceeding  onward   we  encamped  at  night 

on  the  open  plain,  with  neither  wood  nor  water  for  man  or 
beast.  Again  we  fed  our  cattle  hardtack.  Starting  at  daylight, 
without  breakfast,  we  reached  Sioux  Falls  towards  eveninof  in  a 
snow  storm,  having  traveled  two  days  without  water  and.  lived 
upon  frozen  bread  and  bacon." 

Regarding  the  work  done  after  the  early  sixties,  and  its 
progress  during  that  time,  it  will  not  be  advantageous  to  follow 
its  progress  closely.  The  Sisseton  reservation  was  surveyed  in 
the  late  sixties,  work  was  begun  in  the  Black  Hills  in  the  seventies, 
and  by  the  latter  part  of  the  eighties  the  greater  portion  of  the 
country  to  the  east  of  the  Missouri  river  had  been  thoroughly 
surveyed.  Since  that  time  the  work  has  been  carried  on  across 
the  river  to  the  west,  and  today  practically  all  the  lands  in  South 
Dakota  have  been  surveyed.  A  few  resurveys  remain  to  be  com- 
pleted, and  then,  as  soon  as  the  office  work  is  finished,  the  records 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  state  and  the  ojtice  of  surveyor-general 
will  be  abolished. 

Itjs  interesting  to  note  the  accuracy  with  which  many  of 
the  early  explorers  of  this  country  located  certain  points  within 
the  state.  Principal  among  these  was  Fremont,  though  Lewis  & 
Clark,  Warren  and  other,  located  many  points  which  have  since 
proved  to  be  correct.  The  points  which  had  thus  been  located 
astronomically  by  the  early  travelers  were  the  guiding  points  for 
the  drawing  of  the  early  maps.  Intermediate  places  were  fdled 
in  by  navigators  and  travelers,  but  diese  have  always  been  sub- 
ject to  change.  A  splendid  illustration  of  the  extent  of  such 
variations  is  that  shown  in  Campbell  and  Walworth  counties. . 
These  counties  were  created  by  statute  before  any  surveying  had 
been  done  in  that  part  of  the  state.  Their  northern,  southern  and 
eastern  boundaries  were  assigned  for  survey,  the  western  bound- 
ary to  be  the  Missouri  river.  Contracts  were  let  under  the  guidance 
of  the  maps-  then  to  be  had  and  the  surveyors  set  about  their 
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work.  What  was  their  surprise  to  find  that  the  Missouri  river 
was  from  six  to  ten  miles  farther  east  than  the  maps  showed  it  to 
be.  This  cut  down  the  amount  of  their  contracts  by  several 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  counties  are  considerably  smaller  than 
they  were  planned  to  be.  Among  the  points  located  which  have 
proved  to  be  correct  might  be  mentioned  Fort  Pierre,  Medicine 
Butte,  and  different  points  on  the  Dakota  (James)  river. 

Another  of  the  trials  of  the  early  surveyor  was  the  demand 
made  upon  him  to  close  his  surveys  to  the  military  posts  which 
were  within  his  field  of  work.  These  small  tracts  had  been  sur- 
veyed without  being  connected  with  any  definite  points  in  the 
general  land  surveys,  and  many  a  surveyor  has  had  to  search 
long  and  hard  to  find  the  lines  which  he  was  expected  to  close 
upon.  For  this  reason  the  early  surveyor  disliked  to  have  a  mili- 
tary post  or  reservation  within  the  bounds  of  his  contract,  while 
to  find  one  or  more  of  the  historic  points  located  by  Lewis  & 
Clark,  Fremont,  Warren  or  some  other  early  explorer  was  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him. 

Sometimes  it  was  impossible  for  a  surveyor  to  agree  with 
earlier  workmen  as  to  the  location  of  certain  lines.  When  M. 
K.  Armstrong  carried  out  across  the  Red  Rivet  of  the  north  the 
tenth  standard  parallel  of  the  surveys  from  ^linnesota,  and  then 
ran  the  seventh  guide  meridian  north  to  the  international  boun- 
dary line,  near  Pembina,  he  found  that  to  reach  the  49^h  parallel 
of  latitude  his  line  must  run  two  miles  over  the  recognized 
boundary  line.  He  tenaciously  stood  by  his  work  and  measure- 
ments, and  when  the  international  boundary  commission  located 
correctly  the  49th  parallel  it  was  found  to  be  in  exact  accordance 
with  Mr.  Armstrong's  survey. 

In  1872  the  railroads  began  building  intu  die  Territory,  and 
the  surveys  were  then  rushed  forward  at  a  tremendous  speed. 
When  the  Northwestern  road  was  built  to  Watertown,  there 
was  not  sufficient  money  appropriated  to  care  for  the  surveying 
of  the  entire  tract.  Upon  the  advice  of  the  officials,  the  railroad 
company  deposited  $10,000  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Interior, 
and  with  this  fund  the  remainder  of  their  land  grant  was  sur- 
veyed.   The  money  was  returned  to  the  company  by  act  of  the 
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next  congress.  As  surveys  that  summer  were  hurried  through 
with  all  possible  speed,  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  some  errors 
had  crept  in,  but  none  of  any  considerable  importance  have  been 
discovered. 

As  the  country  became  more  thickly  populated  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  state  the  surveys  were  pushed  westward,  and  here 
again,  even  to  a  very  recent  day,  the  surveyors  met  with  the  In- 
dians in  one  kind  of  trouble  or  another.  Some  of  these  later  col- 
lisions are  amusing,  though  they  did  not  appear  in  the  least  that 
way  to  the  participants.  Among  these  I  wish  to  note  the  story  of 
General  Beadle's  experiences  in  Spink  county. 

Leaving  the  settlements  in  June,  1873,  the  little  party  of 
surveyors  journied  northward,  bound  for  the  northern  part  of 
the  Dakota  River  valley.  After  leaving  the  banks  of  the  Firesteel 
they  did  not  see  a  white  man's  residence  in  South  Dakota.  Having 
pitched  camp  for  a  night  on  the  edge  of  the  bluffs  just  east  of 
the  present  site  of  Redfield,  they  spent  a  very  pleasant  night  and 
were  enjoying  their  breakfast  when  an  Indian,  clad  in  a  blanket 
and  leggins,  came  up  the  bluff  to  their  camp.  They  fed  him  on 
the  best  they  had  and  gave  him  some  tobacco,  and  he  quietly 
returned  the  way  he  had.  come.  Crossing  the  mouth  of  Turtle 
creek,  the  surveyors  had  gone  but  half  way  to  Snake  creek — but 
a  short  distance — when  about  140  Indians,  men  and  women, 
w^aded  the  river  at  their  fish  dam  and  met  the  surveying  party  on 
the  level  bottom  land,  stopped  them  and  demanded  that  they 
give  up  all  their  pro[)erty  and  return  whence  they  had  come. 
General  Beadle's  party  consisted  of  seven  men  and  two  wagons. 
It  was  necessary  that  a  man  remain  with  each  wagon  to  drive, 
and  this  left  but  five  to  deal  with  the  Indians.  Xot  one  of  the 
party  could  speak  Sioux,  and  they  spent  considerable  time  trying 
to  argue  with  the  Indians  and  explain  to  them  that  they  were 
merely  passing  through  their  lands  and  had  no  intention  of  work- 
ing on  them,  but  in  this  they  were  unsuccessful.  Bribery  was 
tried  and  a  goodly  share  of  their  provisions  was  given  to  the 
Indians  but  still  tlu'y  would  not  permit,  them  to  go  on.  Once, 
upon  attempting  to  drive  un,  a  stalwart  Indian  caught  the  bits  of 
the  horses  in  the  lead,*and  then  commenced  to  unhook  the  traces. 
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The  General  caught  hold  of  him,  whirled  him  around  and  pushed 
him  away,  then  leveled  his  gun  at  him  and  signified  his  intention 
to  shoot  if  the  Indian  again  attempted  to  stop  the  team.  Another 
Indian  caught  the  lines  of  one  of  the  drivers,  which  angered 
him  so  much  that  he  leveled  his  rifle  at  the  Indian,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  firing  by  a  timely  caution  from  the  leader  of  the 
party.  Then,  with  the  five  men  acting  as  rear  guard  and  walking 
backward  behind  the  wagons  with  leveled  weapons,  the  little 
cavalcade  went  on  its  way.  The  Indians  made  no  move  to  attack, 
and  the  chief  who  had  breakfasted  wiih  the  surveyors  in  the 
morning  rode  with  them  and  showed  them  a  good  place  to  cross 
Snake  creek.  The  party  continued  its  march  until  late  in  the 
afternoon  before  stopping  to  eat  dinner,  .  and  for  two  nights 
guards  were  posted,  to  give  warning  of  any  Indian  attack.  These 
Indians  were  led  by  Drifting  Goose,  and  their  dealings  with  :\Ir. 
Thomas  F.  ^larshall  in  his  survey  of  this  section  in  1878  furnish 
us  with  another  interesting  anecdote. 

Drifting  Goose  and  his  band  occupied  a  stretch  of  land  in  the 
valley  of  the  Dakota  river  reaching  from  the  vicinity  of  Frank- 
fort to  the  southern  line  of  Brown  county,  and  they  had  success- 
fully held  this  tract  against  all  efforts  to  survey  the  same.  When 
Mr.  Mashall  arrived  on  the  grounds  with  his  surveying  party, 
Drifting  Goose  at  once  set  out  to  scare  him  out  of  the  country, 
or,  failing  in  that,  to  provoke  the  surveyors  to  some  act  of  violence 
which  would  justify  the  Indians  in  driving  them  out  by  force. 
One  day,  when  ^larshall  and  his  party  were  encamped  on  the 
James  river  east  of  tlie  present  site  of  Ashton,  Zack  v^utlcy,  one 
of  the  party,  was  for  some  reason  discharged  from  the  service, 
and  mounting  a  pony  started  for  Yankton.  He  had  gone  but  a 
few  miles  on  his  journey,  and  had  ridden  his  horse  into  the 
stream  to  allow  him  to  drink,  when  a  party  of  Indians  approached 
and  made  threatening  demonstrations.  He  rode  his  horse  out 
of  the  river  and  started  hurriedly  away.  The  Indians  pursued  liim 
and  continued  their  threatening.  Sutley  had  ridden  but  a  short 
distance  when  his  horse  stepped  into  a  hole  and  both  horse  and 
rider  were  thrown  to  the  ground.  The  Indians  were  upon  him 
before  he  could  arise,  and  seizing  him  they  took  their  knives  and 
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cut  every  stitch  of  clothing  from  his  body,  boots  and  all.  Then 
turning  him  loose  they  amused  themselves  by  firing  uncomfort- 
ably near  to  him,  being  very  careful  not  to  harm  him,  while  he 
sprinted  for  dear  life  across  the  prairie  to  camp..  When  Sutley 
reached  camp  he  was  so  overcome  with  fatigue  and  fright  that  he 
was  beside  himself.  Realizing  that  something  must  be  done  at 
once,  Marshall  set  his  men  to  work  upon  a  line  that  ran  directly 
through  the  old  chief's  village^  and  that  night  the  surveyors 
pitched  their  tent  within  a  few  feet  of  the  chief's  tepee.  Drifting 
Goose  wanted  to  hold  a  council,  but  upon  assembling  it  was  found 
that  none  of  the  Indians  could  understand  English  and  none  of 
the  surveyors  would  confess  to  understand  Sioux.  The  Indian 
band  set  off  in  hot  haste  to  Fort  Sisscton  to  secure  an  interpreter^ 
but  before  they  returned  the  surveyors  had  complctd  their  survey 
of  the  territory.  Drifting  Goose  offered  no  further  resistance  to 
the  survey  of  his  lands,  but  he  managed,  through  the  general  land 
•office,  to  have  them  withheld  from  settlement  until  late  in  1879. 

•  While  surveying  in  Brov/n  count}-  General  Beadle  came  upon 
an  unfinished  log  cabin  and  a  small  field  of  corn,  but  could  find 
no  signs  about  the  place  to  indicate  that  any  one  had  lived  there 
for  some  time.  He  made  note  of  the  builcjing  and  corn  field  and 
placed  them  upon  the  plat,  and  his  note  regarding  the  same  was 
publisher!  in  the  St.  Paul  Fioiiccr-Press.  The  settler  who  had 
planted  the  field  of  corn  and  was  driven  from  the  country  before 
he  could  complete  the  construction  of  his  cabin  read  Beadle's 
account  in  the  Pionccr-Prcss  and  secured  title  to  his  land.  On 
another  occasion,  when  the  general  and  his  party  were  oti  a  tour 
of  inspection  of  surveys,  they  were  caught  in  a  blizzard  while 
in  eastern  Spink  county,  and  were  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Oak  Gulch,  near  tlie  edge  of  Clark  county. 
Here,  under  the  protection  of  the  bluff's  of  the  Dakota  river,  with 
plenty  of  wood  for  fuel  and  'an  abundant  supply  of  provisions, 
they  withstood  a  two  days'  storm. 

The  prairie  fires  were  a  terror  to  the  surveyors,  and  they 
were  quite  common.  When  at  work  in  the  field,,  if  a  smoke  was- 
noticed'  and  the  wind  was  in  the  general  tlirection  of  camp,  the 
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full  crew  would  quit  work  and  rush  to  the  camp,  where  they 
often  had  a  hard  fight— with  probably  nothing  better  than  sacks 
to  fight  the  flames— to  save  the  outfit.  It  is  remarkable  that  so 
few  outfits  were  thus  destroyed.  Indians  were  often  suspected  of 
purposely  starting  the  prairie  fires  in  order  to  drive  the  surveyors 
from  the  field.  Another  of  the  difficulties  sometimes  met  with  in 
the  field  is  illustrated  by  the  following  brief  story:  Surveyors 
were  often  obliged  to  cut  their  way  through  dense  growths  of 
underbrush  along  the  banks  of  streams.  One  field  deputy  sent 
his  notes  to  the  office  showing  the  point  where  he  had  begun  the 
day's  work  on  a  certain  creek,  and  the  only  further  notes  for  that 
day  were  written  upon  quitting  for  the  night.  The  notation  was, 
''Same  damned  creek."  .  . 

Mr.  Austin  while  surveying  in  the  White  river  district  in 
recent  years  experienced  considerable  trouble  from  the  Indians 
going  quietly  about  after  him  and  obliterating  bis  landmarks.  This 
fact  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  necessity  of  resurveys  in  certain 

localities.        j^'^-]'.        :'i ■-■^  ■  ■  ■■     : '^^  ■  y 

In  1890  a  young  deputy  who  was  very  religious  found  that, 
in  order  to  finish  his  contract  within  the  season,  it  would  be  nec- 
essary for  him  to  work  on  Sundays.  He  deferred  doing  so, 
however,  until  he  could  receive  instructions  from  the  surveyor- 
general's  office,  and  wrote  there  to  inquire  if  it  would  be  all  right 
to  take  celestial  observations  on  Sundays.  He  was  promptly  in- 
formed that  of  all  days  in  the  year  there  were  none  better  suited 
to  the  taking  of  celestial  observations  than  Sundays. 

The  late  utiles  T.  Woolcy  tells  an  amusing  story  of  an  en- 
counter with  Indians.  About  the  year  1870  he  was  surveying  the 
seventh  standard  parallel  north  though  what  is  now  Spink  county. 
The  Indians  were  in  an  ugly  mood,  and  the  country  in  which  he 
was  working  was  being  daily  traversed  by  hostile  bands  passmg 
to  and  from  the  Sisseton  and  Winnebago  reservations.  The  In- 
dians persistently  insisted  that  the  country  should  not  be  sur- 
veyed, ordered  Wooley  to  leave  the  country,  tore  down  his  comers, 
tried  to  drive  oft  his  stock,  and  aggravated  the  party  in  every 
possible  w^ay.  The  surveyors  had  not  been  long  in  the  territoiy 
before  they  became  keyed  up  to  a  high  nervous  tension.  An 
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incident  soon  occurred  which  afforded  the  majority  of  the  party 
considerable  amusement,  though  it  might  have  ended  seriously  for 
two  of  the  men.  They  were  crossing  one  of  the  branches  of 
Turtle  creek,  which  runs  through  a  little  valley  formed  by  the 
creek  bluffs,  and  the  chainmen  had  just  set  a  point  for  a  corner 
which  came  on  the  east  bank  of  the  creek,  when,  leaving  the 
two  moundmen  to  build  the  corner,  the  rest  of  the  party  worked 
on  across  the  creek  and  up  the  west  bluff.  They  scarcely  reached 
the.  summit  of  the  west  bluff  when  they  heard  a  fearful  cry  from 
one  of  the  moundmen,  and  looking  back  they  saw  two  Indians  on 
horseback,  decked  in  war  paint  and  feathers,  descending  at  a 
gallop  toward  the  two  moundmen.  One  of  the  men  was  already 
in  full  flight  toward  the  remainder  of  the  party  and  the  other 
stood  by  the  mound  spade  in  hand.  But  he  had  heard  the  cry 
of  warning,  and  looking  around  to  ascertain  the  cause  saw  the 
two  bucks.  Though  apparently  appreciating  his  danger,  he  turned 
and  shouted:  "What  shall  I  do  with  this  spade?"  ''Stick  it  in 
the  mound  and  let  it  go  to  hell,  the  whole  Sioux  Nation  are  after 
us!"  came  the  answer  from  the  man  on  the  run.  The  advice  was 
promptly  followed,  and  both  men  escaped  unhurt,  but  badly 
frightened.  ^  -  ■  - 

Mr.  George  A.  Fessenden  did  considerable  work  on  the  orig- 
inal surveys  west  of  the  Dakota  river.  He  entered  the  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  1881  and  worked  that  season  with  a  surveying  party 
between  Huron  and  Pierre,  but  at  that  time  there  was  not  a 
town  between  the^  above  named  places  and  scarcely  a  "shack" 
was  to  be  seen  on  the  prairie.  Becoming  sick  during  the  summer 
Mr.  Fessenden  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field  for  the  season,  and 
when  he  returned  in  the  spring  of  1882  he  was  amazed  to  find  a 
goodly .  settlement  nearly  every  ten  or  twelve  miles  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad  and  a  hou:>e  on  nearly  every  quarter  section  that 
had  been  surveyed  the  previous  year.  Much  of  the  land  yet  un- 
surveyed  was  taken  at  that  time  under  the  squatter's  rights. 
Many  settlers  who  arrived  the  preceding  fall  had  broken  large 
tracts  of  land,  and  it  was  hard  to  reahze  that  this  could  be  tlie 
same  country  that  but  a  year  previous,  presented  one  wide  ex- 
panse of  rolling  prairie,  unbroken  .  by  houses  or  other  marks  of 
civilization. 
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A  few  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  after  completing  a 
surveying  contract  in  Campbell  county,  'Mr.  Fessendcn  drove 
across  country  from  that  county  to  Huron,  a  distance  of  about 
150  miles,  through  a  country  which  he  and  his  party  had  sur- 
veyed but  three  years  before.  The  surveyors  who  worked  in  this 
territory  during  the  summer  of  1881  had  not  seen  a  single  settler 
until  late  in  the  fall,  but  when  I\Ir.  Fesscnden  made  his  drive 
through  the  same  locality  three  years  later  he  found  a  thrifty 
community.  On  every  hand  were  to  be  seen  innumerable  stacks 
of  grain,  and  everywhere  the  farmers  were  threshing,  gathering  in 
their  corn  and  potatoes,  and  plowing  their  fields.  The  impression 
of  this  rapid  transformation  from  a  desolate  prairie,  over  which 
roamed  the  hostile  Indian  bands,  to  a  thriving  settlement  with  a 
population  numbering  into  the  thousands  was  one  to  remain  long 
with  those  who  were  in  position  to  observe  its  extent. 

On  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian  reservation,  in  1901,  Chas.  W. 
Bates  and  his  party  first  came  in  contact  with  the  Oglala  Sioux. 
Along  White  river  and  White  Clay  creek  were  located  the  bad  men 
of  the  lat^  Sioux  war.  They  were  opposed  to  the  survey  of  the 
reservation,  knowing  that  it  meant  the  approach  of  the  allotment 
of  the  lands  in  severalty,  and  would  destrgy  the  surveyors'  cor- 
ners and  marks  as  often  as  possible.  During  the  latter  part  of 
July  a  young  Indian  came  into  the  surveying  camp  and,  after 
making  himself  agreeable— by  begging  a  smoke — informed  the 
•surveyors  in  a  confidential  manner  that  there  was  to  be  a  big 
council  in  a  few  days,  when  the  chiefs  would  take  steps  to  force 
the  palefaces  from  the  reservation.  He  advised  them  to  leave 
the  country  at  once  to  avoid  trouble,  but  his  advice  was  not 
accepted.  He  asked  if  the  party  were  supplied  with  guns,  and 
was  told  that  they  had  one  old  worn  out  shot  gun  and  that  they 
considered  that  sufficient.  He  left  camp  with  the  final  warning 
that  he  washed  his  hands  of  the  whole  affair  if  the  surveyors 
were  so  stubborn.    Nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  matter. 

The  only  serious  trouble,  bordering  on  warfare,  which  Mr. 
Bates'  party  experienced  happened  near  the  l)ad  lands.  The  team- 
ster had  been  sent  with  the  supplies  down  a  dim  trail  through  a 
piney  canon  to  reach  the  valley  below,  while  the  rest  of  the  party 
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were  at  work  over  the  hills.  About  an  hour  after  his  departure 
the  driver  returned  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  told  Mr.  Bates  that 
road  did  not  lead  to  the  valley.  A  few  days  later  he  admitted  that 
his  way  had  been  blocked  by  a  big  fat  squaw  with  an  ax.  Her 
actions  plainly  told  him  to  go  back  whence  he  had  come  and 
hurry,  and  he  lost  no  time  in  obeying  her  commands.  " 

Whenever  the  surveying  camp  was  within  easy  walking  dis- 
tance of  an  Indian  settlement  a  large  and  hungry  crowd  oi 
redskins  would  always  be  on  hand  at  meal  time  and  beg  for 
everything  in  sight.  One  day  an  old,  white-haired,  wrinkled 
squaw  came  to  the  mess  tent  for  something  to  eat,  and  asked  for 
food  for  her  grandmother  who,  she  said,  lived  close  by.  Mr. 
Bates  thought  the  grandmother  would  bear  investigation  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  see  her.  He  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  her 
right  to  the  title  which  she  bore,  for  she.  was  blind,  deaf,  and  so 
dried  up  that  it  was  impossible  to  even  guess  at  her  age.  Judging 
from  the  appearance  of  the  granddaughter  ^Ir.  Bates  places  the 
old  woman's  age  at  not  less  than  125  years.  "  f  ;  \  '  -    •  ; 

From  the  view  of  the  sightseer  the  White  river  band  lands 
are  beautiful.  They  rise  in  fantastic  shapes  of  ridge  and  spur  and 
sheer  white  walls  from  two  to  four  hundred  feet  high.  They  are 
broken  in  every  direction  by  canons,  sometimes  so  narrow  as  to 
be  almost  impassible  and  at  other  places  broad  and  smooth  like  a 
pavement.  They  are  generally  capped  by  fertile  timbered  soil 
or  soft  sandstone,  while  the  lower  portions  are  formed  of  blue, 
black  and  yellow  gumbo,  in  which  are  bedded  many  fossils  and 
curiously  shaped  formations  containing  various  minerals.  Nar- 
row vertical  seams  of  bluish  quartz  run  in  all  directions  and  when 
the  soil  is  washed  away  they  are  left  standing  like  knife  blades, 
or  are  broken  in  fragments  which  strew  the  ground  below.  From 
a  distance  the  bluffs  appear  absolutely  inaccessible,  but  on  close 
inspection  a  way  of  ascent  is  usually  to  be  found.  Here  a  spur  is 
found  up  which  a  man  can  walk  for  a  short  distance  and  then 
the  path  narrows  to  a  sharp  ridge  with  vertical  sides,  and  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  straddle  this  and  hunch  along.  Often  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge  is  found  an  obstruction  ten  or  fifteen  feet  high 
and  it  theii  becomes  a  matter  of  ropes,  or  of  clinging  to  the 
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sides  by  sheer  strength  of  pressure.  If  a  canon  is  chosen  for  the 
ascent  it  will  narrow  to  a  foot  or  two  in  width,  twisting  m  and 
out  until  all  sense  of  direction  is  lost.  This  pathway  is  partly 
open  and  partly  through  low  tunnels  and  the  final  climb  at  the 
head  of  the  canon  may  have  to  be  made  on  one's  back,  with  hands 
and  feet  against  the  sides.  When  a  person  is  carrying  a  transit 
or  other  tools  or  instruments,  every  foot  of  the  way  is  a  fright, 
and  the  beauties  of  the  views  are  lost  to  the  surveyor  who  has 
to  figure  continuously  how  to  run  a  straight  line  over  a  place  he 
cannot  reach.  ■ 

It  would  not  be  right  to  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass^  with- 
out calling  attention  to  the  erroneous  belief  which  rests  in  the 
minds  of  many  South  Dakotans  regarding  the  efticiency  of  the 
early  surveys.    Many  of  us  have  heard  stories  of  how  the  early 
surveyors  robbed  the  government  and  the  people  by  doing  their 
work  in  a  careless,  inaccurate  and  hasty  manner.    Some  of  the 
older  settlers  are  wont  to  tell  stories  of  how  the  early  surveyors 
—"the  fellows  who  got  the  fat  jobs  from  the  government  through 
their  pull  with  the  men  in  power"— would  sleep  late  in  their 
comfortable  camps  on  the  banks  of  some  of  the  many  creeks 
coursing  through  the  prairie  country,  and,  after  a  hearty  break- 
fast in  good  old  camping  style,  would  drive  to  a  neighboring 
hillock  and  load  their  wagon  with  "nigger  heads"  preparatory  to 
the  day's  work.    And  then  how  they  tried  a  bit  of  cloth  about  a 
spoke  of  one  of  the  wagon  wheels  and,  with  one  man  holding  the 
compass  whereby  to  direct  their  course  across  the  prairie,  another 
counted  the  revolutions  of  the  wheel  as  a  means  of  measurement. 
When  a  comer  was  reached,  a  stone  was  rolled  from  the  wagon 
and  the  party  drove  on,  and  thus  easily  and  quickly  was  the  work 
accomplished  which  they  were  sent  out  to  do.    It  is  a  great  satis  - 
faction to  be  able  to  deny  that  such  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
surveyors  did  the  work  entrusted  to  them.    From  all  the  infor- 
mation, at  hand  not  a  single  thing  points  to  the  truth  of  such 
stories  as  are  above  cited.    On  the  contrary  everything  tends  to 
show  that  the  surveyors  of  this  state  displayed  an  honesty  and 
integritv  in  their  work,  when  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  nearest 
white  settlements,  that  would  put  to  shame  the  accomplishments  of 
some  of  the  present  day  servants  of  the  people.     True,  a  few 
errors  occurred,  and  in  a  few  cases  these  were  due  to  careless- 
ness, but  never  anything  so  gross  as  the  measuring  of  distances 
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with  the  use  of  the  cloth  and  wheel.  This  system  of  measure- 
ment was  in  common  use  among  the  early  settlers  and  proved  of 
great  value  in  assisting  them  to  locate  the  corners  of  the  original 
surveys,  but  by  surveyors — never. 

Some  of  the  slight  errors  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  cor- 
rect by  resurveys  are  accounted  for  by  the  variations  of  the  needle, 
while  others  are  due  to  the  fact  that,  in  running  guide  meridians, 
observations  were  taken  and  the  proper  angle  noted,  and  then 
some  landmark  was  located  in  the  distance  and  the  line  run  to 
that,  instead  of  being  run  by  the  parallel.  Where  the  landmark 
chosen  to  close  to  was  some  miles  distant  from  the  starting  point, 
this  method  resulted  in  serious  error.  However,  but  one  sur- 
veyor is  known  to  have  followed  this  method,  and  he  did  not  do 
very  extensive  work  Vvithin  the  state. 

And  regarding  the  comforts  of  the  camp  and  the  pleasures  of 
the  work,  it  is  only  within  recent  years  that  the  surveyor's  life 
could  possibly  be  considered  one  of  safety.  It  never  has  been 
easy  work.  I  can  illustrate  the  fascination  which  it  held  for  many 
of  the  early  workers  in  no  better  way  than  to  quote  from  a  letter 
which  was  received  in  response  to  a  request  for  information  on 
the  subject  of  early  surveys  and  incidents  connected  with  the 
same:  ''Sorry  to  say  that  I  never  'saw  anything  amusing  con- 
nected with  the  prairie  surveys.  It  was'  only  bread  and  butter 
that  made  me  keep  connected  with  them  as  long  as  I  did,  and  it 
was  pretty  poor  bread  and  no  butter  sometimes  at  that." 

Besides  the  actual  work  of  the  survey  the  surveyors  made 
careful  notes  of  the  character  of  the  soil,  and  did  much  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  state.  Whenever  a  little  homestead  cabin  was 
found  upon  a  quarter  section,  note  was  made  of  it,  and  in  this 
way  many  of  the  early  settlers  were  assisted  in  securing  title  to 
their  lands.  Ever  in  advance  of  the  settlements,  these  forerunners 
worked  steadily  to  examine  and  correct  the  vagueness  and  inac- 
curacy of  early  maps  of  the  country.  11iey  are  certainly  deserving 
of  a  place  in  history,  for  their  work  was  arduous  and  was  at- 
tended with  many  dangers  and  difficulties,  but  on  the  whole  it 
has  been  very  thorougiily  and  accurately  done.  Space  will  not 
permit  of  personal  mention  of  these  sturdy  workers  or  even  a 
Hsting  of  their  names,  as  they  numbered  well  into  the  hundreds. 

Separate  mention  has  not  been  made  uf  the  surveyors-general, 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  two,  as  their  work  has  been  of  a 
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sameness  throughout  the  entire  aclmmistration  of  that  department. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  work  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general 
has  always  been  most  efficiently  handled,  and  we  find  the  high 
standard  of  the  field  work  duplicated  here.  One  man  connected 
with  the  office  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  Mr.  Hargrave  Kip- 
pax,  familiarly  known  among  his  associates  as  ''Kip,"  has  held 
the  position  of  chief  draftsman  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  is  today  to  be  found  at 
his  desk  in  the  office  at  Huron.  Throughout  the  administration 
of  this  office  by  five  different  men,  Mr.  Kippax  has  written  the 
instructions  for,  and  examined  the  returns  of,  the  deputy  sur- 
veyors who  did  the  work,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  in  the 
United  States  a  man  better  qualified  to  fill  the  position  than  Mr. 
Kippax.  A  man  of  large  experience  in  field  engineering  previous 
to  accepting  the  position  he  now  holds,  modest,  courteous  and 
perfectly  fair,  but  strong  for  the  right,  he  has  returned  deputies 
to  the  field  to  make  corrections,  still  thinking  that  "Kip"  was  a 
good  fellow.  Through  him,  probably  more  than  through  any 
other  man,  the  high  standard  of  the  surveys  in  South  Dakota  has 
been  maintained. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  renedered  in  the  compikation  of  this  little  story  by 
many  of  the  men  who  braved  the  dangers  of  the  frontier  to  mark 
South  Dakota's  section  corners. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  the  surveyors-general,  with  the  dates  oi 
their  commissions : 

George  D.  Hill,  March  28,  1861. 

William  Tripp,  ]\Iay  23,  1866. 

William  H.  H.  Beadle,  April  17,  1869. 

William  P.  Dewey,  December  13,  1872. 

Henry  Esperson,  April  25,  1877. 

Cortex  Fessenden,  May  10,  1881. 

The  preceding  were  commissioned  during  the  maintenance  of 
the  ofiice  at  Yankton.  It  was  removed  to  Huron  July  2,  1SS3,  and 
since  that  date  the  following  men  have  been  commissioned : 

Maris  Taylor,  May  27,  1885. 

Boetris  H.  Sullivan,  July  18,  18S9. 

Richard  L>.  Hughes,  January  jo,  i8<,)4. 

Frank  A.  Morris,  January  12,  iS(>S. 

Dr.  C.  B.  AlfL>rd,  present  member. 


SURVEYING  ON  THE  CHEYENNE. 

-      BY  CHARLKS   B.   CLARK. ^  "    ■   .  . 

A  complete  history  of  the  surveying  operations  in  western 
South  Dakota  would  be  a  tale  of  adventure  and  hardship  which 
would  surpass  the  imaginings  of  a  Rider  Haggard.  The  surveyor 
came  with  the  advance  guard  of  civilization.  Close  in  the  wake  of 
the  weather-beaten  pioneer  and  the  hard-shooting  frontier  soldier 
tramped  the  quiet,  keen-eyed  engineer  with  his  transit  on  his  shoulder 
and  his  little  squad  of  assistants  trudging  sturdily  at  his  heels. 
Long  before  the  warwhoop  of  the  sanguinary  Sioux  had  died  away 
the  surveyor  was  pushing  his  way  along  our  western  state  line 
with  one  hand  on  the  but  of  a  revolver  and  the  other  on  the 
tarnished  brass  set  screws  of  his  transit. 

Ever  since  that  far  day  he  has  been  at  work,  busily  blazing 
the  trail  of  the  oncoming  honicseeker.  He  has  dragged  his 
reeling  mess-wagon  over  many  impossible  hills,  through  leagues 
of  viscid  gumbo  and  across  swollen  rivers.  He  has  tramped  many 
thousand  miles  with  his  heavy  transit,  on  his  shoulder,  sticking 
doggedly  to  his  work  through  heat  and  cold  and  hunger  and 
thirst.  In  the  Bad  Lands  he  has  scaled  steeps  where  it  was  almost 
nesessary  to  climb  with  his  finger  nails  and  has  balanced  his 
tripod  on  the  sharp  crests  of  towering  clay  ridges  where  a  slip  of 
his  hobnailed  boots  would  mean  death  or  grave  injury  with  no 
doctor  within  fifty  miles.  In  the  Black  Hills  he  has  hewn  his 
way  through  miles  of  all  but  impenetrable  thickets  and  has  flung 
his  line  from  rim  to  rim  of  many  a  dark  canyon. 

The  pioneer  surveyor  has  neither  highway  nor  inn.  His  road 
IS  the  "line"  and  he  follows  its  undcviating  course  over  rolling 
prairies,  along  precipitous  mountain  slopes,  across  yawning  can}- 
nons  and  through  tangled  forests.     His  home  is\  soiled  tent 
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pitched  somewhere  under  the  lofty  pines  of  the  hills  or  by  some 
lonely  bad  lands'  spring.  He  quits  the  beaten  highways  and  goes 
out  to  make  new  ones.  His  work  is  a  daily  struggle  with  unsub- 
dued nature  and  he  comes  out  of  the  battle  bronzed  and  gaunt 
and  worn  but  nearly  always  victorious. 

The  'surveyor's  life  is  both  simple  and  strenuous.  Unremitting 
work,  rough  fare,  and  constant  exposure  to  every  whim  of  the 
elements  are  his  daily  portion.  His  life  makes  him  a  broad,  well 
rounded  man.  He  must  possess  both  brain  and  brawn  and  carry 
ill  his  head  both  the  learning  of  a  college  man  and  the  outdoor 
■  wisdom  of  a  child  of  nature.  :  — 

Sometimes  in  his  well  stocked  mind  two  such  contradictory 
elements  as  science  and  superstition  will  be  found  side  by  side. 

Despite  his  education  a  surveyor  generally  comes  to  have  a 
firm  belief  in  'luck."  His  luck  runs  in  /'streaks"  much  like  the 
old  superstition  of  the  three  successive  fires.  Thus  if  the  flagman 
of  the  party  is  kicked  by  his  horse  one  day  the  chief  frowningly 
anticipates  that  a  chainman  will  be  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake  on  the 
next;  or  if  the  cook  burns  a  mess  of  beans  on  the  bank  of  a  river 
the  mes's-wagon  may  be  expected  to  stick  in  the  quicksand  while 
making  the  ford. 

Occasionally  one  of  these  streaks  of  luck,  good  or  bad,  will 
endure  throughout  a  whole  trip.  Sometimes  everything  goes 
merrily.  The  weather  is  perfect,  the  country  is  level,  the  members 
of  the  crew  are  strong,  well  disciplined  and  willing,  the  cook  is  a 
master  of  his  art  and  at  every  camp  is  a  spring  of  pure  water. 
Again,  and  this  more  frequently,  everything  goes  wrong.  Ram, 
high  water,  gumbo  and  mosquitoes  each  take  a  turn  at  trying  the 
strength  and  patience  of  the  party;  the  country  is  rough  and  dis- 
couraging and  the  water  is  bitter  with  alkali.  Under  these  trying 
circumstances  the  men  become  weak  and  pevish.  the  flagman  sulks 
and  delays  the  party,  the  chainmen  stop  tlieir  work  to  quarrel,  the 
cook  makes  indigestible  messes  in  his  smoky  tent  and  even  the 
chief  is  stern  and  unsociable.  The  completion  of  the  work  on  a 
trip  of  the  latter  kind  is  largely  a  matter  of  a-  dogged  endurance 
with  "no  enjovmcnt  about  it  except  in  the  stock  of  reminiscences 
one  is  provide^  with  after  it  is  over.     The  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
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reservation  and  the  Black  Hills  forest  reserve  have  been  the 
scenes  of  many  such  trying  piece  of  surveying.  The  heat  and 
dryness  of  the  Bad  Lands  and  the  ruggedness  and  thick  forests  of 
the  Hills  have  been  responsible  for  much  patient  endurance  of  real 
suffering  and  much  impatient  use  of  bad  language  on  the  part 
of  the  surveying  fraternity.  i:    :  ■ 

A  fair  type  of  a  "hoodoo"  trip  was  that  of  O.  H.  Southmayd^' 
of  Deadwood  when  he  surveyed  ten  townships  along  the  Cheyenne 
and  White  rivers  in  the  summer  of  1905.'^  This  expedition,  of 
which  the  wTiter  was  a  member,  endured  a  most  unusual  and  per- 
sistent run  of  bad  luck  during  the  first  two  months  of  its  sum- 
mer's work.  1905  was  a  rainy  year  and  rain  was  our  principal 
grievance.  It  soaked  our  provisions,  it  filled  our  drinking  water 
with  a  fine  silt  that  would  not  settle,  it  rotted  our  boots  and  made 
us  so  footsore  that  a  day's  work  was  a  long  agony.  The  roads 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  often  we  were  compelled  to  stop 
every  half  mile  and  cut  the  accumulated  gumbo  out  of  the  wagon 
wheels  w^ith  spades  and  the  horses  became  so  over-worked  that 
the  men  of  the  party  were  required  to  help  push  the  loads  up 
every  hill.  The  Cheyenne  river  and  its  tributaries  were  so  high  that 
some  of  us  narrowly  escaped  drowning  in  -the  swollen  fords  and 
we  were  wet  so  continuously  that  the  jokers  of  the  party  solemnly 
declared  themselves  to  be  developing  webs  between  their  fingers 
and  toes.  Thunder  showers  burst  upon  us  suddenly  at  the  most 
inopportune  times ;  hailstorms  caughts  the  line  party  miles  from 
shelter  and  beat  them  unmercifully,  and  tempests  of  wind  and  rain 
fell  upon  our  camp  at  midnight  ripping  our  canvas  roofs  from  over 
our  heads  and  turning  us  out,  half  clad  and  bare  footed  to  chase 
our  tents  over  the  cactus. 

With  the  excessive  rain  came  the  mosquitoes.  In  the  low, 
wet  flats  of  the  I'ad  Lands  they  bred  by  the  million  and  came  up 


2.  OrviHe  1[.  S.)iithina  vd,  a  native  of  Missouri  was  born  in  lS7w. 
Settled  in  L»ead\vuoil  in  IXiiJ.  and  giaduatcd  Iruni  Blacli  fliUs  coHe:;o,  al 
Hot  Sprin}?s  in  lS.:t.S  with  <U>i;rre  of  H.  S.  flo  iy  a  deputy  United  States 
.Mine)  ill  Survey  or  lur  >>oth  South  Pakotu  and  Wyoniin{j,  and  is  also  a 
contraeting-  en,':; ine.-r  ujion  g-overnnieiit  surveys, 

:;.  This  survey  was  upon  eontract  Xo.  ini  and  included  townships 
.37,  ?,S  antl  V.'j,  raiiy:es  lorty-si  ven  anvi  forty-ei;;ht ;  townships  r.7  and  oS. 
ranges  41,  45,  4'!  and  47;  and  lowiisiiips  4:!.  rang-»s  4:;  and  44.  w.'st  of  6th 
-MeiKlian  and  within  I'ine  l:i(.i;^»'  Keservation,  heir.;.r  in  vicinitv  of  l<'olsom 
postotlice. 
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in  clouds  to  torment  man  and  beast.  They  settled  on  us  in  swarms 
during-  the  day,  biting  us  viciously  as  we  worked  and  even  getting 
into  mouth  and  nose  and  half  strangling-  us.  Then  they  followed 
us  to  our  tents  at  night  and  would  not  let  us  sleep. 

Under  these  continual  annoyances  our  dispositions  soured 
and  our  tempers  were  filed  down  to  a  hair-trigger  quickness.  With 
some  parties  such  a  series  of  misfortunes  might  have  culminated 
in  a  general  fight  but  we  were  an  unusually  congenial  and  friendly 
group  and  the  peace,  though  sometimes  strained,  was  never 
broken. 

With  August  came  the  longed  for  turn  of  luck.  Wlong  the 
White  river  we  came  upon  sunny  days  and  level  country.  By 
this  time  we  were  w^ell  hardened  to  the  work  and  being  on  the 
home  stretch  wi*h  time  to  make  up  we  *'*stuck  out"  our  long- 
miles  eagerly  from  dawn  till  dark.  Thus,  we  regained  the  days 
lost  during  the  early  summer,  finished  our  work  and  came  into 
Buffalo  Gap  triumphantly  on  time. 

It  was  a  memorable  summer  to  all  of  us  and  its  trials  were 
of  the  kind  which  are  pleasant  to  remember  when  they  are  past. 
1  will  recount  one  incident  that  will  give  some  idea  of  the  trials 
and  dangers  which  beset  a  surveyor  in  th^  big,  undeveloped  em- 
pire west  of  the  ]Missouri.  v  ■  •-  . 

On.  the  first  day  of  July  we  were  working  near  the  Cheyenne 
liver  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  reservation.  In  the  morning 
the  line  party  went  out  to  work  in  light  marching  order  with  only 
one  moundman  and  no  line-wagon.  It  was  intended  to  move  camp 
during  the  day  and  as  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  wagons  to 
cross  the  swollen  Cheyenne  twice  to  reach  the  new  campsite,  the 
chief  thought  the  extra  moundman  might  be  more  useful  helping 
the  cook  and  teamster  move  than  he.  would  be  in  the  field.'* 

With  us  of  the  line  party  the  morning  was  without  particular 
incident.    The  air  was  fresh  and  cool  after  a  rain  of  the  day 


4.  The  prr.'^onnel  of  the  partv  w:is  as  foUows:  Flacrnirin.  James  M. 
Dobson.  son  of  Ilev.  J.  O.  T)obson,  of  :Miteh('ll:  :Moundmeti.  Ilai  voy  Rucker, 
a  veteran  cowbov  of  Deadwood,  and  Philip  Laurson,  of  Howaid.  a  stu<Jent 
of  th^^  I)nk(.ta  Wfslvan  Tn  i  vv  isi  i  v ;  Cliai'iivn,  ('liarle;*  B.  Clark  and  Kd- 
par  K.  .  TUuh,  of  :\Iitchell;  T.  a inst'.-^-,  .I<ihu  I'.trkins,  of  Deadwood;  Cook. 
Dick  n(Mlil  .rd,  son  of  C.>iniii;i  ndant  Goddard  of  the  Soldiers'  Tlonie, 
Hot  Sp!in.:4S.  .  On  this  day  Kucker  was  with  the  party  and  i>aurson 
remained  at  camp  to  assist  cook  and  teamster. 
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before  and,  though  somewhat  footsore,  we  worked  cheerfully. 
The -flag-man  cantered  ahead  on  horseback,  dismounting  on  the 
higher  points,  "lining  in"  to  the  signals  of  the  chief  and  marking 
the  point  of  the  new  "set  up"  of  the  transit  with  a  little  pile  of  sod. 
After  the  chief  tramped  the  chain-men,  measuring  .off  the  miles 
and  pausing-  every  cliain  length  to  thrust  one  of  their  iron  pins 
into  the  ground  and  give  their  monotonous  cry  of  "Stick  stuck." 
The  mound  man  followed  with  his  spade  marking  the  corners 
sufficiently  to  be  able  to  find  them  later  when  the  time  came  to 
"build"  them.  In  this  order  we  worked  during  the  morning, 
swiftly  traversing  a  reach  of  rolling  prairie,  toiling  over  the  crum- 
bling clay  of  a  piece  of  bad  land  and  finally  climbing  a  steep 
sandy  slope  to  the  edge  of  a  high  table  land  Vvdiere  we  stopped  for 
dinner.  ^      /  • 

We  sat  down  in  the  sun  and  ate  the  lunch  which  the  mound- 
man  had  been  carrying  on  his  back  during  the  morning.  W^ash- 
ing  down  our  food  with  grudging  "swigs"  from  our  canteens  and 
then  after  a  brief  rest  started  our  line  again.  The  top  of  the 
table  land  carpeted  with  sliort,  soft  buffalo  grass  was  as  smooth  as 
a  lawn  and  at  the  sight  of  such  good  running  the  whole  party  scon 
warmed  to  their  work.  The  flag-man  traveled  from  point  to  point 
at  a  sharp  gallop  and  the  chain-men  going  almost  at  a  trot  kept 
close  to  the  chief's  heels  and  sometimes  passed  his  transit.  i\s 
the  afternoon  wore  on  a  clond  covered  the  sun  and  thunder 
muttered  in  the  distance  but  aside  from  remarking  resignedly 
that  our  regular  daily  rain  \vas  at  hand  we  paid  little  attention  to 
it  and  only  worked  the  faster  in  the  grateful  coolness.  By  this 
time  the  chain-men  were  timing  themselves  for  a  record  mile 
and  the  whole  party  were  striving  with  friendly  rivalry  to  distance 
one  another,  so  the  storm  approached  and  the  air  darkened 
unheeded.  Suddenly  there  came  two  brilliant  and  almost  simul- 
taneous 'flashes  of  lightning  and  a  dou1)le  peal  of  lightning  that 
startled  all  of  us. 

"Ratlier  sharp  lightning,  that"  remarked  the  chief  as  the 
head  chain-man  came  up,  [)anting. 

"Yes  sir"  replied  the  chain-man,  passing  his  chain  under 
the  tripod  as  he  sj^oke,  "but  we're  going  to  make  this  nnle  in  less 
than  fifteen  minutes." 
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That  record  mile  -  was  never  finished  however.  At  this 
moment  came  a  Winding,  blue  glare  and  a  crash  of  thunder  that 
shook  the  ground.  The  chief  stood  as  if  frozen  with  his  hand  half 
way  to  the  set  screw  of  his  transit  and  his  two  subordinates  stag- 
gered under  a  shock  from  their  steel  chain  that  numbed  their 
right  arms  to  the  elbow.  The  flag-man  ahead  wheeled  his  horse 
and  came  plunging  back  along  the  line. 

'Gee!"  he  cried  in  a  thin  voice  as  he  drew  in  his  horse  ''the 
lightning  struck  right  in  front  of  me."    .  ■  ' 

'TJrop  your  tools."  cried  the  chief,  "Get  away  from  that 
horse  and  lie  down.  This  table  is  the  highest  land  for  ten  miles 
around  and  all  the  lightning  in  the  country  will  strike  here." 

We  obeyed  orders  wdth  alacrity  and  were  soon  stretched  on 
the  buffalo  grass.  The  electrical  display  which  followed  was 
-grand  but  rather  disquieting.  Lightning  in  distant  streaks  is 
pretty  but  when  a  bolt  is  near  enough  to  split  a  broad,  brilliant 
crack  in  the  firmament  and  kick  up  a  fountain  of  sod  a  few 
hundred  yards  away  it  makes  one  nervous.  We  lay  on  the  ground 
under  that  tremendous  cannonade  of  heavenly  artillery  trying 
hard  to  look  unconcerned  but  there  were  not  five  more  nervous 
or  uncomfortable  men  in  the  United  States  than  we  were  at  that 
moment.  I  found  myself  wondering  how  badly  a  stroke  of  light- 
ning would  hurt  and  evidently  a  similar  thought  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  flagman  next  to  me  as  he  turned  a  face,  lit  with  the  almost 
continuous  glare,  in  my  direction  and  said,  "We'll  all  be  spoiled 
by  the  time  they  find  us."  •  It  was  a  sufficiently  ghastly  remark 
but  our  flagman  was  frank,  fearless  and  something  of  a  "cliar- 
acter." 

^  The  lightning  continued  for  several  very  long  minutes  and 
then  came  the  rain.  It  was  a  heavy  downpour  of  particularly 
cold  water  that  beat  through  our  thin  shirts  almost  instantly  and 
set  our  teeth  to  chattering.  As  the  danger  from  lightning  abated 
we  sprang  up  and  wrestled  with  one  another  to  get  warm  and 
then,  as  the  rain  continued  so  heavily  as  to  make  further  work 
impossible  we  took  up  our  tools  and  started  out  to  walk  three 
miles  to  oiu'  new  camj).  The  prairie  was  inches  deep  in  water 
and  the  rain  streamed  from  our  hat  brims  Inu  having  so  recently 
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escaped  what  had  seemed  real  peril  we  trudged  along  cheerfully 
comfortmg  ourselves  with  the  thought  of  the  dry  clothes  and  hot 
supper  awaiting  us. 

The  proposed  site  of  the  new  camp  was  a  ruined  log  cabin 
set  on  the  edge  of  a  bluff  above  a  certain  dry  creek.  As  we 
mounted  a  rise  in  the  prairie  and  sighted  the  cabin  through  the 
rain  we  looked  eagerly  for  the  white  tents.  They  were  not  in 
sight.  We  hurried  to  the  brow  of  the  bluff'  and  looked  down  at 
the  spring  below.    Then  we  looked  at  each  other  blankly. 

"It's  ju'st  our  luck,"  muttered  the  flagman.  There  was  no 
glimmer  of  white  tent  walls  and  our  rosy  visions  of  warmth  and 
good  cheer  were  swallowed  up  in  a  grim  vista  of  driving  rain 
and  bare  hills  and  a  muddy,  rain-fed  -  torrent  raging  along  the 
gulch  below.  Evidently  some  accident  had  befallen  the  wagons 
-and  we  were  doomed  to  one  of  those  experinces  most  dreaded  by 
•surveyors,  a  "night  out.'' 

An  outdoor  life  soon  teaches  one  to  make  the  best  of  things 
and  we  wasted  little  time  lamenting.  We  canvassed  the  features 
of  the  situation  briefly  and  they  were  discouraging  enough.  Night 
was  falling  cold  and  rainy.  We  had  no  idea  of  the  whereabouts 
of  the  wagons.  Probably  they  were  miles  distant  if  not  at  the 
bottom  of  the  treacherous  Cheyenne.  The  nearest  house  was  ten 
miles  away  over  a  rough  and  trackless  country.  We  were  tired 
and  hungry.  Fatigue  and  hunger  were  bearable,  however,  but 
the  cold  wind  which  was  driving  the  rain  through  our  thin 
clothing  was  another  matter*  and  a  night  of  such  exposure  might 
mean  death  to  some  of  the  party.  Warmth  and  shelter  of  some 
kind  were  desperate  necessities  and  in  our  extremity  we  turned 
to  the  old  log  cabin. 

It  was  an  ancient,  ruinous  aft'air  built  of  unhewn  cottonwood 
logs  and  had  evidently  been  uninhal/ited  for  many  years.  >\Iost  of 
the  dirt  roof  had  long  since  fallen  in  but  at  our  corner  a  section 
of  it  some  six  feet  square  still  remained.  The  floor  which  had 
never  been  anything  but  dirt  was  now  soft  nmd.  Altogether  it 
was  a  most  uninviting  bedchamber,  but  we  were  not  inclined  to. 
be  squeamish  and  felt  grateful  to  get  out  of  the  wind. 

.There  was  now  a  hasty  search  for  matches.     One  by  one 
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we  emptied  oiir  pockets  but  our  matches  had  long  since  been 
reduced  to  soaked,  headless  splinters.    We  had  begun  to  despair 
when  my  fellow  chainman  took  a  little  tin  box  from  his  pocket 
and  triumphantly  produced  two  dry  matches.     Then  we  fell  to 
work  and  made  a  pile  of  dry  shavings  under  the  part  of  the  roof 
which  was  still  intact.    With  infmite  care  we  scratched  a  match 
and  shuddered  as  we  saw  it  sputter  an  instant  then  flicker  and 
go  out.    We  sought  out  a  piece  of  old  iron  which  was  dry  on  the 
imder  ^de,  gathered  closely  about  to  keep  oft  the  wind  that  blew 
in  through  the  sashless  windows  and  then  the  chief,  taking  our 
last  match  gingerly  in  his  wet  fingers,  drew  it  slowly  across  the 
dry  iron.    It  snapped  spitefully  and  then  burst  into  a  clear  tlame 
and  a  moment  later  we  gave  a  yell  of  joy  to  see  the  fire  leaping 
"up  among  the  kindling.    There  was  an  old  corral  near  the  cabin 
and  this .  we  demolished,  shoving  the  long  cottonwood  poles  in 
through  the  window  to  feed  our  fire  and  soon  the  flames  were 
roaring  up  nearly  to  the  blackened  rafters.    It  was  now  quite  dark 
and  we  proceeded  to  make  ourselves  as  comfortable  as  possibh 
for 'the  night.    Our  lire  was  a  blessing  but  we  found  it  impossible 
to  warm  more  than  one  side  at  a.  time.    The  wind  wailed  through 
the  old  shack  and  our  fragment  of  roof  leaked  in  a  dozen  places 
so  we  were  compelled  to  change  position  frequently  for  the  sake 
of  variety  to  dry  a  wet  spot  while  we  allowed  a  dry  one  to  get 
wet.    Our  stomachs  were  very  empty  and  we  remembered  with  re- 
morse that  we  had  thrown  away  half  a  loaf  of  bread  at  noon.  We 
ransacked  our  lunch  bag  in  the  hope  of  finding  something  left 
from  dinner.    There  was  nothing  to  eat  but  we  discovered  three 
dish  towels.    These  were  nothing  but  pieces  of  cheesecloth  and, 
like  everything  else  about  us,  were  soaked  but  in  our  present  cii- 
cumstances  they  were  not  to  be  despised  as  wearing  apparel.  The 
flagman  wore  a  flannel  shirt  and  the  chief  had  a  vest  so  the  three 
cotton  shirted  members  of  the  party  seized  the  wet  towels  and 
wrapped  them  about  tlieir  necks. 

We  were  quite  cheerful.  \\'e  said  little  al)out  the  future, 
dismissed  the  problem  of  the  missing  wagons  and  devoted  our 
time  to  keeping  one  another  in  a  good  humor.  Most  of  us  had 
been  on  the  survey  before  and  this  led  to  many  harrowing  reminis- 


j 

I  ■ 


-|    ; ; :  ■  !      . ' 


:'}  i- 


1       I,  V 


1  :i.n 


SOUTH  DAKOTA  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


385 


cenccs  of  former  hardship.  We  made  comical  jests  about  our 
present  discomforts  and  freely  criticized  one  another's  appear- 
ance. One  of  the  chainmen  fished  a  small  sack  of  water-soaked 
tobacco  from  his  pocket  and  devoted  a  half  hour  to  patiently  dry- 
ing it  before  the  blaze  under  a  heavy  fire  of  facetious  comment 
.and  suggestion  from  the  rest  of  the  party.  Then  he  divided  his 
treasure  with  the  flagman  and  they  puffed  their  pipes  contentedly 
while  those  who  did  not  use  the  weed  regarded  their  evident  en- 
joyment with  some  envy.  To  preserve  an  atmosphere  of  cheer- 
fulness Vv-e  sang  all  the  songs  we  knew  and  parts  of  some  we 
didn't  know.  Our  repertoire  included  everything  from  revival 
hymns  to  drinking  songs  though  the  favorite  of  the  evening 
seemed  to  be  the  old  plantation  melody  beginning, 

"It  rained  all  day  the  night  I  left 

The  weather  it  was  dry 

Sun  shone  so  hot  I  froze  to  death, 

Susannah,  don't  you  cry."  ^ 

Gradually  we  grew  quiet.  The  warmth  of  the  fire  on  our 
weary  bodies  and  its  heat  and  glare  in  our  eyes  made  us  sleepy. 
The  chief  stretched  his  lean,  muscular  form  on  two  hard  cotton- 
wood  poles  and  fell  asleep.  The  flagman  slumbered  sitting  up- 
right acrainst  the  loc^s  with  his  head  on  his  breast.  The  others 
dozed  uneasily  in  various  cramped  positions  in  the  trampled  mud 
about  the  fire  and  finally  we  were  all  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  moan 
of  the  wind  and  the  steady  drip  of  the  rain  and  the  low  roar  of 
the  swollen  creek  in  the  gulch  below. ^ 

Morning  broke  gray  and  dreary  with  the  rain  still  falhng. 
We  woke  shivering,  stretched  our  stiff  Hmbs,  rubbed  our  smarting 
eyes  and  grinned  at  one  another  mechanically.  Then  we  bade  a 
reluctant'  goodbye  to  the  warm  em])ers  of  the  fire  and  started  out 
in  the  gray  dawn  toward  the  Cheyenne.  We  were  stifif  and 
weak  from  hunger  but  the  incessant  rain  whirled  before  the  cold 


■).  This  was  the  phenomennl  storm  which  c;uis.>(l  so  prreat  destruc- 
tion of  lif'i  ;ind  pif)pptty  alonj^  ttie  Teton,  or  Biid  iiiver,  and  de.'Jtroyed  a 
portion    ol    Liio    city    of    Fort  I'ierre. 

Folio — 25. 
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wind,  drove  us  on  like  a  whiplash  and  we  hobbled  along  at  a  good 
pace. .  We  crossed  a  few  miles  of  wet  prairie  and  then  skirted 
along  the  bleak  bluffs  of  the  Cheyenne.  Now  we  stopped  often 
to  peer  eagerly  through  the  rain  at  the  river  bottom,  hoping  to 
distinguish  the  gleam  of  our  tents  among  the  trees,  for  we  thought 
that  if  our  outfit  had  not  been  overwhelmed  in  the  river  the  day 
before  it  must  be  camped  near  one  of  the  two  fords.  As  we  were 
working  our  way  along  a  steep,  slippery  hillside  the  man  in  ad- 
vance suddenly  gave  a  yell  of  joyous  surprise.  We  hurried  for- 
ward and  then  yelled  in  unison  for  among  the  trees  not  a  half  mile 
away  we  could  see  our  own  cook  tent  with  a  wisp  of  smoke 
blowing  from  its  stove  pipe.  The  flagman  drew  his  revolver  and 
emptied  it  into  the  air.  Then  we  saw  three  figures  emerge  from 
the  tent,  there  was  a  puff  of  white  smoke  and  the  report  of  a  rifle 
came  faintly  up  the  wind.  Evidently  they  were  all  safe  and  on 
the  lookout  for  us.  For  the  time  we  forgot  our  weakness  and 
went  plunging  down  the  muddy  hillside,  our  imaginations  por- 
traying the  delights  of  warm  blankets  and  sizzling  bacon  and 
steaming  beans.  We  waded  swiftly  across  the  drowned  bottom- 
land, ran  through  a  belt  of  trees  and  then  came  to  a  sudden  stand- 
still. We  had  failed  to  reckon  with  the  ^  Cheyenne.  We  were 
on  one  side  of  the  river  and  our  dry  blankets  were  on  the  other 
while  a  muddy  torrent  two  hundred  }ards  wide  raged  between. 

Some  of  us  sighed,  others  swore,  according  to  our  respective 
principles  or  lack  of  them.  Our  three  camp  men  stood  on  the 
opposite  bank  and  regarded  us  compassionately  while  we  shivered 
and  gazed  at  them  and  their  snug  tent  wistfully.  The  roar  of  the 
river  made  comnuniication  out  of  the  question. 

'Tts  no  use,"  said  the-  chief  fmally.  "We  can't  fl}.  There's 
a  ranch  house  on  this  side  of  the  river  just  outside  of  the  reserva- 
tion.   We'll  go  there." 

He  shouldered  his  heav}'  transit  and  trudged  off  through  the 
mud  and  we  followed  silently.  Our  knees  were  beginning  to 
give  from  weakness  and  the  effort  to  keep  going  left 
no  strength  for  talk  or  jest.  We  toiled  across  a  mile  or 
two  of  river  bottom  where  at  every  stc])  wc  plucked  our  1)oots  out 
of  nuul  and  water  six  inches  deep  and  tlien  climbed  weakly  up 
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the  bluffs  to  the  easier  walking  of  the  prairie.  Every  particle  of 
our  cheerfulness  was  gone  now  and  its  place  filled  by  a  grim, 
stoical  endurance.  We  were  becoming  more  and  more  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  we  had  not  tasted  food  for  nearly  twenty-four 
hours.  Every  man  walked  limpingly  with  his  face  set  in  a  grin 
of  pain.  Our  feet  were  made  so  tender  by  the  continued  soak- 
ing that  sometimes  the  water  that  oozed  from  our  boots  at  every 
'Step  was  tinged  with  red.  Still  the  pitiless  rain,  drove  us  on 
though  the  animal  heat  in  our  starved  bodies  responded  but  slowly 
to  our  efforts  to  rouse  it.  W'c  staggered  across  the  last  few  miles 
\vordlessly,  forded  two  creeks  whose  muddy  waters  swirled  about 
our  waists,  crawled  through  the  fence  that  marks  the  boundary 
of  the  reservation  and  then  broke  into  a  feeble  yell  at  the  sight  of 
a  big  log  ranch  house  with  a  hospitable  flag  of  smoke  blowing 
out  from  its  chimney.^ 

Our  troubles  were  over  for  the  day.  The  two  cow  men  who 
lived  on  the  ranch  received  us  with  all  the  big  hearted  hospitality 
and  kindness  of  tlie  cattle  country.  They  were  nearly  out  of 
'■'chuclv'  but  such  as  they  hafl  we  were  heartily  welcome  to,  so 
we  consumed  a  vast  mound  of  baking-powder  biscuits,  a  kettle 
of  rice,  many  slices  of  bacon  and  hot  coffee  without  end.  Then, 
full  to  repletion,  we  spent  the  afternoon  dozing  and  steaming 
about  a  red  hot  cookstove. 

Our  chief  was  very  anxious  t6  rejoin  our  outfit  and  get  to 
work  and,  after  some  discussion,  one  of  the  obliging  cowboys 
announced  that  he  had  a  horse  that  was  a  "plumb  good  swim- 
mer" and  volunteered  to  cross  the  river,  and  bring  a  boat  over 
from  a  certain  ranch  three  miles  below. 

This  was  done  next  morning  widi  considerable  strenuous 
exertion  and  the  braving  of  some  peril  on  the  part  of  the  cow- 
boy. The  boat  was  a  fiimsy  affair,  about  nine  feet  long,  flat  bot- 
tomed, narrow  and  leaky  from  long  disuse.  It  could  not  possildy 
carry  more  than  three  men  in  that  nnigh,  powerful  current  and 
our  chief  regarded  it  thoughtfully  for  some  moments  before 
giving  any  orders. 


t;  This  ruui-h  is  ..wii-mI  hy  Sileox  Hrotliots.  and  it  was  llol'ort  and 
Bt-njamin  Silcux  whu  shou-.-d  hearty  iiosi)itality  to  the  bedra^Kled  sur- 
veyors. 


to  of;^ij 
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"Can  you  swim?"  he  said  finally,  turning  to  me. 

''No  ^sir,  not  a  stroke,"  I  replied  looking  somewhat  appre- 
hensively at  the  driftwood  '  plunging  over  the  big  riffles  in  the 
middle  of  the  river.  . 

"Can  you?"  he  asked  the  flagman. 

"None  to  speak  of,"  was  the  reply. 

"Well,"  said  the  chief,"  you  two  men  take  the  transit  and 
tools  and  go  back  to  the  ranch  and  wait  till  I  send  for  you.  The 
other  two  men  can  swim  and  I'll  cross  in  the  boat  with  them." 

The  flagman  and  I  did  not  make  the  slightest  demur  at  this 
order.  I  might  say  here  that  the  chief  himself  could  not  swim 
but  he  was  one  of  those  admirable  commanders  who  will  never 
ask  his  men  to  undertake  anything  v/hich  he  is  not  willing  to 
share  with  them. 

The  three  voyagers  pulled  off  their  boots  and  took  their 
places  in  the  boat,  the  chainman  in  the  bow  with  a  spade,  the 
chief  amidships  with  an  awkward  paddle  fashioned  out  of  two- 
by-four  scantling  and  the  moundman  kneeling  in  the  stern'  with  a 
branch  of  driftwood  in  lieu  of  a  steering  oar.  \\'e  shoved  them 
off  and  watched  them  anxiousl\-  as  they  paddled  their  reeling 
craft  out  into  the  river.  All  went  well  for  tifty  yards  and  then  the 
current  snatched  the  boat  and  scrit  it  whirling  helplessly  down 
stream.  We  could  see  the  three  men  working  desperately  at  their 
makeshift  paddles  but  diey  seemed  to  make  no  headway  and  soon 
drifted  down  till  they  were  little  more  than  a  dancing  speck  on  the 
water.  The  current  now  seemed  to  veer  and  swept  them  in  to-, 
ward  a  low  point  of  land  a  mile  down  the  river. 

*Tf  they  don't  land  on  that  point,'"  remarked  the  tlagman, 
"they  probably  won't  land  at  all.  The  boat  must  have  leaked  halt 
full  of  water  by  this  time  and  if  they  miss  the  point  the  current 
will  carry  them  out  to  midstream  again." 

We  set  up  the  transit  hastily  and  focussed  the  telescope  on 
the  distant  point.  The  men  evidently  saw  their  chance  and  were 
putting  all  their  energy  into  the  work  but  it  was  evident  that  they 
could  not  make  it.  Just  as  they  were  about  to  drift  out  of  sight 
.  around  the  puint  we  saw  them  leap  ont  into  the  water  waist  deep, 
clutch  at  some  trailing  willows  and  pull  tlKin>elve->  up  the  bank 
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while  the  capsized  boat  went  on  down  stream.  Then  the  flagman 
and  I  each  drew  a  long;  breath  of  rehef  and  shook  hands  gravely. 

There  is  Httle  more  to  tell.  The  cowboys  had  gone  to  town 
for  provisions  leaving  nothing  in  the  larder  but  a  sack  of  flour. 
The  flagman  and  I  lived  for  two  days  on  biscuits,  spending  our 
spare  time  in  strenuous  but  unsuccessful  efforts  to  milk  a  wild 
range  cow  and  thus  supolement  our  scanty  menu.  It  was  all  of  a 
piece  with  our  usual  luck.  On  the  third  morning  our  chief  arid 
my  fellow  chainman  spurred  two  big  saddle  horses  into  the  river 
and  came  to  our  rescue.  An  hour  later  we  were  home  again. 
The  camp  was  struck,  the  bed  wagon  had  already  started  down 
the  river  road  and  the  mess-wagon  was  ready  to  start.  It  seemed 
as  if  we  had  been  absent  for  months  and  the  party  was  as  happy 
as  a  reunited  family.  The  flagman  and  I  were  hungry  so  the 
cook  tossed  us  a  can  of  tomatoes  and  a  mince  pie  and  we  sat 
on  the  mess-wagon  and  ate  smilingly,  pausing  bet\veen  bites  to 
exchange  good  natured  badinage  with  our  long  lost  comrades. 
We  discussed  our  woes  and  found  that  all  of  us  were  desperately 
footsore  while  some  had  colds  and  touches  of  rheumatism. 

"Aw,  well,"  said  the  cook  soothingly,  "you  fellow^s  will  have 
it  easy  for  a  while.  It'll  take  us  three  days  to  get  back  across  the 
river  onto  the  Reserve  and  till  then  you  won't  have  anything  to 
do  but  loll  around  on  the  wagons." 

At  this  moment  the  chief  came  riding  up  on  his  black  horse 
with  brow  wrinkled  in  a  frown  of  annoyance. 

"The  bed  wagon's  stuck,"  he  announced,  "the  gumbo's  so  bad 
some  of  you  will  have  to  follow  each  wagon  and  keep  the  mud 
cut  away  with  spades  and  be  ready  to  give  a  shove  on  the  hills. 
I'm  sorry,"  he  added  as  he  noticed  our  long  faces.  'T  know  you 
don't  feel  good  but  with  all  this  bad  luck  we'll  just  have  to  keep 
moving  or  we  won't  get  through  by  next  Christmas." 

We  did  not  whine  or  swear.  We  shouldered  our  spades 
quietly  and  hobbled  down  the  muddy  road.  We  were  becoming 
callous  to  tribulation  and  our  state  of  mind  was  something  be- 
tween the  grim  stoicism  of  a  tortured  Indian  and  the  patient 
resignation  of  a  martyr.  Tlure  was  only  one  remark  made. 
"It's  just  our  luck,  growled  the  flagman. 
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Such  is  life  on  the  United  States  PubHc  Land  Survey.  The 
work  will  soon  be  finished.  The  vast  plains  of  the  range  country 
and  the  pine-clad  slopes  of  the  Hills  are  dotted  with  corners  that 
will  mark  the  boundaries  of  future  homesteads.  The  sturdy  pio 
mx.r  and  the  hostile  Indian  long  since  passed  into  history.  Now 
arc  passing  the  hard  riding  cow-puncher  and  the  stage-coach  and 
with  them  will  pass  the  pioneer  surveyor  and  his  ragged,  sun- 
burned workmen  who  for  so  many  years  have  labored,  makmg 
smooth  the  course  of  empire  in  western  South  Dakota. 

CHAS.  B.  CLARK.  ' 


SOAIE  SIDELIGHTS  ON  THE  CHARACTER  OF  SITTING 

BULL. 

BY  DOANE  ROIUNSOX. 

Perhaps  the  character  of  no  other  American  who  has  achieved 
as  great  fame  has  been  so  generally  misapprehended  as  has  that 
of  Sitting  Bull,  high  priest  of  the  Hunkpapa  division  of  the  Teton 
Sioux.  In  the  popular  mind  Sitting  RuU  was  a  great  warrior, 
leading  his  people  in  the  bloody  conflicts  with  the  whites  in  which 
they  were  engaged  in  the  days  of  his  middle  life.  On  the 
contrary,  he  never  achieved  fame  as  a  fighting  man  among  his 
own  people  and  after  he  had  established  himself  as  a  man  of 
power,  never  perst^ally  took  part  in  a  battle. 

He  came  of  low  caste  parentage.  One  must  understand  how- 
large  an  article  caste  is  in  the  affairs  of  the  Sioux  to  comprehend 
the  force  of  the  statement,  and  to  realize  how  handicapped  young 
Sitting  Bull  was  in  his  ettorts  to  win  distinction.  It  has  been  said 
'*there  is  as  much  caste  among  the  Sioux  as  among  the  Hindus." 
This,  of  course,  is  an  extreme  statement ;  a  real  exaggeration,  but 
there  is  nevertheless  a  strong  distinction  maintained  between  the 
families  of  good  birth  and  breedhig  and  those  of  the  "submerged 
tenth." 

He  first  came  to  the  notice  of  white  men  when  a  boy  of  i8, 
he  attended  the  Harney  treaty  council  of  ^larch,  1856,  held  at 
Old  Fort  Pierre,  but  he  was  there  in  the  capacity  of  "horse  herd" 
to  Chief  Swan,  and  his  social  standing  was  so  mean  that  Swan 
would  not  permit  him  to  come  into  association  with  his  own 
family  and  the  "wrangler's"  meals  were  placed  on  a  platter  and 
shoved  out  to  him  from  under  the  llap  of  the  chief's  tent. 

When  tlie  council  broke  u[)  and  tlie  people  were  returning  to 
their  hornet  Silting  Bull  borrowed  a  horse  from  Swan  and  struck 
off  to  the  south,  whence  he  returned  a  few  davs  later  with  a  re- 
spcctable  dnjvc  of  horses  wliich  he  had  stolen  from  the  Pawnees 
in  Xeljraska.  This  stroke  of  entcr{)rise  was  his  first  passport  to 
the  consideration  of  his  neig]d)ors.  and  the  recital  of  his  exper- 
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ienccs  on  the  trip  his  first  attempt  at  pubHc  oratory.  He  was  not 
slow  to- discover  that  he  possessed  unusual  gifts  as  a  horse  thici 
and  as  an  orator.  He  accumulated  horses  and  astonished  his  elders 
with  the  fervor  of  the  impassioned  addresses  he  made  at  the  dances, 
but  he  was  sternly  denied  a  seat  in  the  council.  At  that  time  he 
was  a  blustering,  overgrown  boy  with  a  cunning,  crafty,  effemin- 
ate face,  not  at  all  in  keeping"  with  his  sturdy  body. 

With  a    steady  persistence  which  characterized  him  through- 
out his  career  he  determined  to  win  distinction  despite  the  pre- 
judice of  the  upper  caste  men.    There  were  two  ways  open  to 
him.    He  must  acquire  fame  as  a  brave,  or  as  a  medicine  man.  He 
engaged  in  some  forays  against  enemies,  but  with  indifferent  suc- 
cess ;  he  had  no  stomach  for  real  warfare.    His  native  craft  turned 
him  more  and  more  to  the  tricks  of  the  conjuror.     From  the 
beginning  he  w^as  successful  in  this  direction.    He  developed  his 
subtle  talents  and  soon  began  to  acquire  fame  as  a  prophet.  As- 
tuteness, luck  and  some  advance  information  assisted  him  to  prog- 
nosticate  certain   coming   events   with   a   percision    which  con- 
'  founded  the  big  chiefs  who  had  so  profoundly  ignored  him.  They 
were  compelled  to  recognize  his  "medicine." 

All  this  did  not  come  at  once,  but  as  the  result  of  years  of 
persistent  plotting.    His  oratory  also  increased  in  fervor  and  im- 
pressiveness  and  aided  by  his  conjurer's  tricks  he  acquired  almost 
supreme  influence   with  his  nation.     He  hated  the  white  men 
and  their  ways  while  he  clung  to  the  practices  of  his  ancestors. 
Half  demagogue,  half  patriot,  he  harangued  his   friends  upon 
their  dutv  to  drive  the  white  invaders  from  the  prairies  until  he 
had  fomented  a  feverish  hostility  among  them.    He  accompanied 
war  parties;  incited  them  to  valorous  deeds,  suggested  effective 
plans  for  campaigns,  but  when  the  real  fighting  began  invariably 
withdrew  to  make  medicine.    The    old  chiefs  sneered  at  him  and 
charged  him  with  cowardice,  but  he  met  the  sneer  with  some  trick 
of  medicine,  or  oratory  which  won  the  braves  to  his  standard 
and  the  old  men  were  compelled  to  admit  him  to  the  council  where 
he  was  the  (Ir)minant  influence.    As  he  grew  older  lie  became  more 
and  more  imlmed  with  tlie  lioaLlicn  religion,  'most  proficient  in  its 
rites  and  avowed  him.^elf  and  was  accepted  as  the  cliosen  prophet 
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of  the  God  of  the  Sioux  from  whom  he  frequently  proclaimed 
divine  revelation.  For  this  native  religion  he  seemed  to  have  real 
veneration. 

When  he  returned  to  his  people  after  his  captivity  at  Fori 
Randall  he  settled  down  at  his  ]jo}hood  home  on  Grand  river  well 
convinced  that  further  open  rebellion  against  the  whites  would 
prove  futile,  but  he  found  his  relatives  had  come  a  good  deal 
under  the  influence  of  w'hite  missionaries  and  he  set  about  to  re- 
establish them  in  the  religion  of  their  fathers.  ^ '■''■'"-^ 

About  the  time  of  his  return  to  Grand  river  and  a  life  of 
peace,  IMiss  ]\Iary  C.  Collins,  a  missionary  of  the  Con'gregational 
church  established  a  mission  at  Little  Eagle,  about  ten  miles  belovr 
Sitting  Bull's  camp.  This  Christian  enterprise  was  most  dis- 
pleasing to  him  and  he  used  his  utmost  endeavor  to  keep  his 
friends  from  yielding  to  its  influence;  nevertheless  she 
made  some -converts  and  soon  drew  a  faithful  band  of  friends 
around  her.  Though  Sitting  Bull  had  frequently  met  Miss  Col- 
lins as  she  went  about  her  work  he  had  never  spoken  to  her,  until 
one  day  he  appeared  upon  his  horse,  in  front  of  her  house,  with 
an  infant  in  his  arms,  and  preemptorially  called  for  her  to  come 
out.  Although  she  distinctly  heard  his  call  she  paid  no  attention 
to  it,  and  repeating  it  thrice  without  effect  he  dismounted  and 
going  in  angrily  demanded  to  know  why  she  had  not  obeyed  his 
summons.  ^^liss  Collins  patiently  explained  to  him  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  a  grave  breach  of  good  usage;  that  gentlemen  are 
not  to  call  ladies  out  but  to  go  in  to  them.  Sitting  Bull  replied 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  that  regulation  of  polite  society  but 
that  he  would  not  forget,  and  he  did  not.  '*But,  Winona,"  he 
said,  addressing  her  by  her  Sioux  name,  'T  am  a  great  medicine 
man,  I  have  exhausted  my  powers  upon  this,  my  sick  child,  with- 
out avail.  It  is  dying.  If  you  can  restore  it  I  will  concede 
your  medicine  to  be  superior  to  mine.''  I\Iiss  Collins  is  an  ac- 
complished physician,  and  taking  the  child  from  his  arms,  as  it 
went  into  a  spasm,  she  discovered  its  gums  were  black  and 
swollen.  She  caught  up  a  lance  and  scored  the  gums,  placed 
the  child  in  a  warm  bath  and  it  fell  into  a  quiet,  refreshing  sleep 
and  was  practically  well  from  that  moment.    The  incident  made 
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a  deep  impression  upon  Sitting  lUill  and  he  could  not  sufficiently 
show  his  gratitude.  Shortly  afterward  he  sent  for  the  missionary 
and  ceremoniously  adopted  her  into  the  tribe  as  his  sister  and 
ever  after  addressed  her  by  that  title. 

For  ten  years  they  resided  side  by  side  as  the  besfof  friends 
but  the  most  inveterate  rivals.  Nothing  naturally  afforded  Miss 
Collins  so  much  joy  as  to  convert  one  of  his  followers  to  Chris- 
tianity and  nothing  else  afforded  Sitting  l>ull  so  much  satisfaction 
as  to  induce  one  of  these  converts  to  backshde.  He  set  up  in  his 
home  an  orphan  asylum  and  reared  as  his  own  children  eleven 
orphans,  and  perhaps  the  highest  encomium  which  can  be  paid 

AO  his  memory  and  character  is  to  recite  the  fact  that  every  one 
of  these  orphans,  still  living,  regards  the  memory  of  his  foster 

^father  wdth  the  utmost  affection  and  reverence.  In  his  diatribes 
ao-ainst  the  whites  and  when  he  desired  to  drive  his  peoi)le  into 
revolutionary  action  he  was  fierce  and  terrible,  and  with  dreadful 
invective  and  withering  irony  forced  them  to  his  support,  but  in 
his  home  life,  surrounded  by  his  wives  and  children  and  intimate 
friends  he  was  as  gentle  as  a  refined  woman.    During  the  period 

■  after  his  return  from  captivity,  he  was  absent  one  or  two  seasons 
as  an  attraction  with  a  traveling  wild  west  show.  There  he 
came  into  contact  with  the  seamy  side  of  white  life,  was  tlirown 
into  contact  with  people  of  low  propensities'  and  all  of  his  pre- 
conceived notions  of  the  inferiority  and  degradation  of  the  white 
race  were'  confirmed.  Returning  to  his  home,  he  recited  the  con- 
ditions with  which  he  had  come  in  touch,  told  man>  incidents 
which  had  shocked  his  sense  of  propriety  and  decency  and  con- 
cluded with  the  emphatic  declaration:  "1  would  rather  die  a 
Dakota  than  live  a  white  man." 

Thus  conditions  continued  until  1890  when  the  Messiah  craze 
possessed  the  Sioux.  Sitting  IhiU  early  obtained  information  of 
it  and  seemed  to  feel  that  his  opportunity  had  come.  It  does 
not  appear  that  he  contemplated  armed  hostility  to  the  wliites, 
though  his  hatred  of  them  had  in  no  degree  abated.    Tlis  hope  and 

,  his  ambition  was  to  regain  his  ohl  time  induence  over  the  Sioux 

'  and  win  them  ])ack  to  the  heathen  religion,  of  which  he  deemed 
himself  the  liigh  priest  and  vicegerant  of  Ood.  Ivarly  in  the 
autumn  of  that  fateful  vear.  Sitting.  lh\ll  i-cL^ali  to  proclaim 
hcavenh  vision.^  which  had  l)cen  vouchsafed  lo  him.  lie  luul  lieen 
conveyed  to  the  Rocky   mountain^  and   there   he   had   seen  his 
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deceased  friends,  neighbors  and  relatives  restored  to  life  and  had 
been  assured  that  within  a  brief  period  they  would  return  to  their 
homes  and  families.  The  whites  were  all  miraculously  destroyed, 
the  game  restored  and  all  the  happy  conditions  of  the  old  wild 
days  were  as  they  were  before  the  white  destroyer  came  among 
them.  These  alleged  revelations  made  a  tremendous  sensation 
among  the  Sioux  as,  indeed,  they  would  have  produced  in  any 
community  however  civihzed.  The  heathen  Indians  accepted  them 
as  true  without  question;  the  Christians  were  greatly  disturbed 
and  most  of  them  in  a  short  time  became  convinced  of  the  truth  ^ 
of  what  the  priest  revealed. 

Sitting  Bull  set  up  a  prayer  tree  and  organized  the  sacred 
dance;  erected  a  large  medicine  tent  for  his  own- use  and-  daily 
delivered  new  revelations  to  the  people  who  flocked  to  him  from 
every  part  of  the  reservation.  The  excitement  was  hourly 
augmented  until  Sunday,  December  7,  when  Miss  Collins  went 
to  Sitting  Buh's  camp,  as  usual,  to  hold  Christian  services  in  the 
little  church  the  faithful  had  provided  for  the  purpose.  Of  her 
ordinary  congregation  of  more  than  one  hundred  persons  only  three 
appeared  and  the  noise  of  the  nearby  dance  drowned  their  hymns 
of  devotion.  The  people  were  possessed  by  a  religious  fevor 
bordering  upon  insanity. 

Leaving  the  church,  ]^Iiss  Collins  went  to  Sitting  Bull's  tent 
and  demanded  admission;  her  messenger  came  back  to  inform 
her  that  Sitting  Bull  was  engaged  in  prayer  and  could  not  be  dis- 
turbed. She  was  insistent  and  he  came  out  to  her  and  with  nuich 
ceremonv  conducted  her  into  the  tent  before  allowing  her  to 
speak.  When  leave  Was  finally  granted  she  said:  "Brother,  you 
are  deceiving  and  ruining  your  people.  You  know  this.  They 
have  left  their  homes,  their  stock  is  neglected  and  dying:  many 
of  the  people  are  starving;  the  soldiers  are  coming  and  blood  will 
'be  shed  and  you  will  be  held  responsible  for  it.  You  must  stop 
this  nonsense  and  send  the  -pec^ple  home  at  once."  He  listened 
gravelv  and  replied:  "Sister.  I  have  g(^ne  too  far;  T  cannot  give 
it  up  ;  the  people  will  laugh  at  me." 

'Tt  makes  no  differeTice  how  much  they  laugh,"  retorted  the 
missionary,  "this  thing  must  be  stopped  at  once.  G6  out  to  them 
and  tell  them  to  sto[)  dancing  and  go  home."- 

"Sister,  r  cannot,"  doggedlv  answered  the  old  priest. 

*'You  must  do  it;  you  must  do  it  right  now;  the  soldiers  arc 
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coming,"  she  exclaimed,  almost  hysterical  by  this  time. 

"I  cannot,  sister,  I  cannot,  but  you  do  it.    Go  to  the  people, 
Sister,  and  tell  them  that  I,  Sitting-  Bull,  said  it." 

At  that  :^Iiss  Collins  left  him  unceremoniously  and  ran  out  to 
the  dance  where  for  days  the  posturing  and  whirling  had  gone 
on  without  interruption,  strong  men  keeping  up  the  exertion  until 
overcome  by  exhaustion,  their  places  to  be  instantly  filled  by 
others,  some  falling  in  feigned  trances,  to  make  startling-  revela- 
tions which  added  to  the  furor  of  excited  clamor.  So  intent  and 
preoccupied  were  they  that  she  could  get  no  attention  from  any- 
one' until  Louis  Sitting  Bull,  a  relative  of  the  old  man's,  fell  in 
a  feigned  trance.  The  missionary  rushed  into  the  thick  of  the 
dance  and  caught  him  by  the  shoulder  shaking  him  vigorously. 
'•'You  are  only  making  believe,"  she  cried,  and  he  grinned  sheep- 
ishly. Her  action  had  interrupted  the  dance  and  the  people  were 
watching  narrowdy  and  when  Louis  grinned,  a  derisive  laugh  went 
up.  That  was  the  end.  In  a  moment  the  excitement  was  over. 
With  the  assistance  of  Louis  the  people  were  packed  into  their 
wagons  and  hurried  away  and  their  movements  were  accelerated 
by  the  threat  of  the  approach  of  the  soldiers,  for  Miss  Collins 
had  been  informed  that  the  military  was  already  moving  that 
way.  Before  night  seventy-five  wagon  loads  of  people  had  left 
the  camp  and  scattered  out  toward  their  own  places.  Only  those 
diving  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  remained.  Sitting  Bull 
abandoned  the  medicine  tent  and  went  to  his  substantial  house  to 
sleep. 

During  the  ensuing  week  conditions  were  unsettled  about  Sit- 
ting BulFs  but  there  was  no  more  dancing;  the  approach  of  the 
soldiers  was  constantly  expected.  The  native  police  kept  the 
camp  under  surveillance  and  they  spread  the  report  that  Sitting 
Bull  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  Pine  Ridge  to  join  the  dancers 
tliere.  This  was  probably  a  mistaken  theory  but  the  police  be- 
lieved it,  and  the  military  authorities  concluded  it  would  be  wise 
to  place  him  under  arrest.  The  plan  to  do  so  was  carried  out 
at  4  o'clock  -Monday  morning.  December  15.  The  fatal  outcome 
is  written  in  the*  history  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  here  to  make  any  arbitrary  deductions 
as  to  the  ultimate  character  of  the  man,  but  simply  to  afford  these 
additional  testimo!iics,  to  aid  the  critical  historian  in  arriving  at  a 
tru'er  estimate  of  one  of  the  men  who  has  achieved  national  fame. 


:  V'l  /I. 


A  SIOUX  INDIAxX  VIEW  OF  THE  LAST  WAR  WITH 

ENGLAND. 


BY  DQANIi  ROBINSOX.      ,  V 

Rev.  John  B.  Renville,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  was  the  oon 
of  Joseph  Renville,  official  interpreter  to  Alajor  Robert  Dickson, 
who  held  supreme  power  in  matters  pertaining  to  British  interests 
in  the  west  during  the  war  of  1812.  Joseph  Renville  was  himself 
of  mixed,  French  and  Sioux  blood;  he  died  in  1848.  John  B. 
Renville  was  Joseph's  son  by  a  Sioux  mother.  He  was  a  , man  of 
some  education;  could  read  English  to  a  certain  extent  and  spoke 
it  with  great  difficulty.  Except  when  for  a  short  period  in  school, 
he  spent  his  life  with  the  Sioux  to  whom  he  ministered  until  his 
death  at  an  advanced  age  about  1901.  He  was  especially  well 
versed  in  the  lore  of  the  Sioux.  The  following  interview  he  gave 
to  me  on  two  occasions  in  the  summer  of  1900.  While  I  have 
reduced  it  to  narrative  form  he  gave  me  the  statements  in  reply 
to  many  inquiries,  though  at  times  he  dropped  into  sustained 
narrative.  To  make  his  story  coherent  L  have  supplied  a  few 
mcidents  from  the  known  history  of  the  period.  In  part  his 
version  was  verified  by  Joseph  LaFramboise,  also  a  mixed  blood 
Sioux.  Ble  told  the  story  as  the  common  knowledge  of  the  older 
Indians,  and  as  having  been  related  many  times  by  his  father  in 
the  campfire  gatherings :  .        ;  . 

•AMien  the  first  war  with  England  was  over  and  Canada  had 
given  up  the  rich  regions  of  the  west  to  the  Americans,  tlie 
English  subjects  were  very  nmch  discontented  with  the  term,,  of 
the  treaty;  the  Indians  too.  di>liked  to  give  up  their  Engli..]i 
traders,  and  in  fact  did  not  do  so,  and  for  many  vears  the  English 
both  from  Canada  and  Hudson's  Bay  supplied  the  trade  and 
purchased  the  furs  all  over  the  Mississippi  valley,  but  after  a 
time  the  Americans  began  to  object  to  the  English  trading  here. 
Detroit  and  ^^lacinaw  became  .\merican  posts,  the  i-.nghsh  ct.uhl  " 
not  well  get  to  us  from  Canaiki  and  had  to  come  bv  way  of 
Hudson's  Bay.    While  the  .\mericans  kept'  the  English  out,  or 
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made  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  get  in  they  did  not  themselves 
do  much  to  supply  the  trade. 

"After  a  time,  for  I  can  tell  nothing  about  the  years,  the 
Canadians  and  English  began  to  think  about  recovering  the  rich 
western  country  and  attaching  it  to  Canada.    This  was  pleasing  to 
the  Sioux  and  other  tribes.    Wherever  the  traders  went  they  talked 
about  it  and  pretty  soon  they  began  to  make  plans.    They  would 
provoke  the  Americans  to  war  and  then  would   recapture  the 
countrv.    They  tried  many  plans  to  make  the  Americans  fight  but 
they  were  afraid  and  would  not. '  Then  the  Sioux  began  to  hear 
about  Tecumseh,  a  great  chief  of  the  Shawnees,  who  was  a  friend 
of  the  English.    Presently  runners  came  from  the  Shawnees,  tell- 
ing wonderful  dreams,  which  Tecumseh's  brother  had  dreamed. 
All  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains  was  to  be 
•saved  to  the  Indians:  all  of  the  tribes  were  to  join  in  a  great 
confederacy  of  which  Tecumseh  was  to  be  chief.    All  of  the  dead 
Indians  were  to  be  "restored  and  reunited  to  their  friends  and 
relatives.    All  of  the  tribes  v/ere  greatly  interested  and  the  ex- 
citement grew  int(^  a  religious  fervor.    The  Sioux  as  well  as  the 
others  believed  the  message  from  the  Prophet  was  sent  by  God 
and  they    were  willing  to  join  in  the  confederacy,  which  was  to 
be  entirely  independent,  while  the  English  were  to  protect  it  from 
the  white  invaders  and  to  supply  it  with  all  sorts  of  trade.  The 
Indians  believed  a  genuine  millennium  was  to  come  to  them  and 
they  were  eager  to  assist  in  driving  back  the*  Americans  and  to 
help  the  English.     The   excitement   spread   from   tribe   to  tribe 
until  all  the  Indians  from  Hudson's  Pay  and  even  to  the  Rocky 
mountains  were  affected  by  it.    Still  the  English  could  not  make 
the  Americans  hght  and  Tecumseh  growing  tired  l)egan  acts  of 
hostility   on  his   own   account,   believing  the   luiglish    would,  if 
the  Indians  began,  come  to  their  help;  the   English,  however, 
wanted  the  Americans  to  begin  the  trouble  and  they  got  their 
soldiers  posted  where  they  could  strike  Detroit  and  Macinaw  as 
soon  as  war  began.    The  Americans  .-^ent  an  army  against  Tecum- 
seh and  destnwed  his  village  but  tliey  could  not  con(iU(.r  him. 
Pretty  soon  tlie  Americans  declared  war  against  bjigland.  which 
is  what  the  English,  had  long  wanted  and  as  soon  as  the  news. 
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could  travel  out  west,  they  took  ]^Iacina\v  and  then  Detroit,  with 
scarcely  any  trouble  at  all  and  the  whole  northwest  was  again  open 
to  them. 

"Major  Robert  Dickson^  who  had  long  traded  with  the  Sioux 
and  who  was  married  to  one  of  our  women,  was  sent  out  to 
organize  the  Indians  of  Wisconsin  and  ^linnesota  and  he  em- 
ployed my  father,  Joseph  Renville,  as  his  interpreter,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  war  closed,  father  was  with  Dickson  all  of  the 
time  except  when  he  was  off  upon  some  mission  for  him.  The 
English  gave  Dickson  all  the  money  he  could  spend.  He  told 
father  he  wanted  the  Sioux  to  help  Tccumseh  and  the  Santec 
Sioux,  who  then  lived  on  the  Mississippi  were  glad  to  go  and  wc 
heard  that  our  relatives,  the  Teton  Sioux,  who  lived  on  the  Mis- 
souri, were  coming  also.  ]\rost  of  the  braves  of  the  Santee^ 
went  with  Dickson  down  into  Ohio  and  fought  with  Tecumseli 
and  tried  to  take  an  American  fort,  but  while  they  were  fighting 
before  the  fort  one  of  our  men,  Tamaha,  who  had  been  on  the 
Missouri,  came  to  tell  the  braves  the  Tetons  had  turned  against 
them  and  would  make  \var  on  diem  and  destroy  their  families  who 
were  left  unprotected  on  the  Missouri  The  Sioux  at  once  came 
back  home  to  take  care  of  their  own  pt?ople,  but  father  stayed 
with  a  very  few  Yanktonais  who  did  not  desert  and  went  down 
to  another  fort  on  Lake  Erie,  but  they  were  not  able  to  take 
either  fort  because  the  Sioux  liad  deserted  and  left  them  with  too 
few  soldiers. 

"Father  and  Dickson  came  back  to  the  Alississippi  and  sev- 
eral times  the}'  got  the  Santees  ready  to  -go  back  to  fight  in  Ohio 
and  Canada,  but  every  time  as  they  were  ready  to  leave  they 
would  hear  the  Tetons,  or  the  Potawatomies  were  grown  hostile 
and  were  coming  to  fight  them  and  so  tliey  stayed  near  iKv^ne  and 
did  almost  nothing  to  help  the  English.  In  the  second  year  of 
the  war  Tecumseh  was  killed  and  that  put  an  end  to  the  idea  of 
a  great  Indian  ,confe(lerac\ ,  tlimigli  the  J^nglish  still  said  they 
were  fighting  onl\-  to  get  the  lauds  l)ack  for  the  red  jK^ople.  but 
father  had  learned  at  Detroit  that  tlie  luiglish  were  fighting  to  get 
the  west  back  for  Cana(hi.  Uicl^son  kept  bringing  j:>rcsents  to  the 
Sioux  and  did  all  lie  could  to  get  them  to  fight  the  -\mericans, 
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but  they  did  not  dare  to  leave  their  homes  because  of  the  threats 
of  their  enemies. 

"Father  noticed  all  the  stories  of  troubles  were  told  by  Tam- 
aha  or  could  be  traced  to  him,  and  when  he  told  Dickson  about  it 
he  was  very  angry  and  said  he  would  make  Tamaha  suffer  for 
what  he  had  done.     He  had  him  whipped  and  locked  up  but 
Tamaha  would  not  tell  anything  and  there  was  no  proof  that  he 
was  dishonest  and  the   Santees,  especially   Wapasha,  to  whose 
band  Tamaha  belonged,  believed  in  him  so  nothing  could  be  done. 
■  During  the  war  the  Santees  gave  up  hunting  and  lived  on  die 
nresents  Dickson  gave  them  and  were  getting  poorer  all  the  time. 
The  Santees  and  other  tribes  were  getting  very  much  discouraged 
about  the  war,,  but  the  English  told  tliem  they  had  settled  up  all 
the  other  matters  about  which  the  war  was  made,  but  would  not 
give  it  up  until  the  Indians  got  their  lands  back,  and  right  away 
after  that,  news  came  that  peace  had  been  made,  and  the  English 
burned  tlie  fort  they  had  built  on  the  ^lississippi  and  went  away 
and  left  the  Santees  to  get  along  the  best  way  they  could.  The 
Americans  sent  for  the  head  men  to  go  to  Saint  Louis  to  treat 
with  them  and  father  went  down  with  some  of  his  friends.  There 
he  met  the  Spaniard  Manuel  Lisa  and  leanied  from  him  that  he 
had  kept  a  post  all  through  the  war  for  the  Tetons  at  the  Big 
Bend  of  the  Missouri   (in  central  South  Dakota),  and  that  he 
had  kept  Tamaha,  who  was  in  his  employment,  running  back  and 
forth  to  scare  the  Santees  and  keep  them  from  helping  the  English. 
He  had  given  the  Tetons  good  trade  and  kept  them  hunting  and 
the  Tetons,  father  met,  near  Saint  Louis,  were  prosperous  and 
well  contented  while  the  SaiUees  were  poor  and  starving;  so  it 
will  be  seen  that  one  man,  without  any  fighting,  was  smart  enough 
to  make  the  Santees,  w]u>  co->t  England  lots  of  money,  from  being 
worth  anything  in  the  war  at  all." 

Essentially  this  is  Mr.  Renville's  interpretation  of  the  signi- 
ficance and  result 'of  the  war  of  1812  as  the  Sioux  understand  it. 
Necessarily  it  is  a  one  sidled  view,  which  dr)es  not  understand  or 
•  take  into  account  all  of  the  phenumona  surrounding  the  event,  but 
it  fullv  disc^»^e^  all  the  phen.>mMn:i  that  came  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  western  Indians.    There  can  l)e  no  question  that  the 
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Canadians  of  that  day  were  much  niiore  farsecing,,  so  far  as  the 
vahie  of  the  middle  west  was  concerned,  than  were  the  American 
statesmen  and  they  reaUzed  the  prize  was  worth  a  great  struggle 
to  secure.  There  are  ahundant  other  evidences  that  the  Canadians 
indulged  vivid  dreams  of  great  territorial  acquisitions  and  a  mid- 
contincntal  national  development. 

Perhaps  the  most  valuable  feature  of  ^Ir.  Renville's  testi- 
mony is  the  light  it  sheds  upon  the  patriotic  labors  of  ^lanuel 
Lisa!  at  that  trying  period  of  the  national  life.  That  this  man, 
single  handed,  performed  a  service  to  his  country  which  perhaps 
is  not  equalled  by  the  personal  effort  of  another  American,  has 
long  been  known  in  the  west,  though  it  has  failed  of  general 
recognition  from  the  public.  Had  all  of  the  Sioux,  then  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  warriors  strong,  thrown  their  might  with  the 
English  and  fallen  upon  the  Ohio  and  Canadian  frontier,  the 
geography  and  history  of  the  United  States  might  have  been 
vastly  different  from  what  it  is  today.  That  the  Teton  Sioux 
were  infected  with  the  "Prophet  Craze''  as  they  were  eighty  years 
later  with  the  :Messiah  Craze,  is  certain,  but  at  the  psychological 
moment  Lisa,  who  understood  their  sentiments  better  than  any 
other  frontiersman  came  among  them,  and  by  the  craft  of  which 
he'  was  master  arrested  them  in  their  determination  to  join  the 
Tecumseh  confederacy,  and  by  an  industrious  use  of  subtle  Spanish 
diplomacy  made  them  a  three  years'  terror  to  their  relatives,  the 
Santee  Sioux  of  the  ^slississippi,  utterly  paralyzing  the  latter 
so  far  as  aiiy  advantage  from  them  to  the.  English  was  concerned; 
indeed  making  them  a  real  burden  to  their  English  ally. 

It  is  as  fair  to  declare  that  Lisa  saved  a  vastly  larger  ter- 
ritory to  the  American  union  than  did  Clarke  as  it  is  to  claim  that 
George  Rodgers  Clarke  saved  the  middle  west.  Mr.  Renville's 
narrative  supplies  the  testimony  which  forges  several  links  in  the 
chain  of  testimony  in  support  of  the  claim  for  Lisa's  patriotic 
service. 
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SIOUX  INDIAN  COURTS. 

WRITTEN  BY  DOANK  ROBINSON  FOR  THE  STATE  BAR  ASSOCIATION. 

In  their  primitive  life  the  Sioux  Indians  of  North  America 
had  an  intelH«-ent  system  of  jurisprudence,  varying  somewhat 
in  the  different  bands,  as  our  court  practice  varies  in  the  several 
states  but  nevertheless  recognizing-  the  same  general  principles 
throughout  the  confederacy.'' 

It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  determine  the  laws  or  the  practices 
of  an  unlettercfl  people,  who  have  a1)and(jned  the  wild  and  prim- 
itive life  to  live  under  regulations  prescri1)ed  bv  their  con- 
querors, and  who  must  de])end  upon  tradition  and  recollection 
for  the  practices  of  the  old  life;  but  fortunatelv  intelligent 
observers  have  from  time  to  time,  during  the  past  two  and  one 
half  centuries,  noted  their  observations,  and  these,  supplemented 
by  the  recollections  of  the  older  men  now  living,  give  to  us  a 
fairly  clear  understanding  of  the  courts  and  the  legal  practices 
of  these  people. 

Primarily  the  Sioux  government  was  by  clans. — patriarchal , 
but  within  the  clan  it  very  nearly  approached  the  representative 
republican  form.  The  council  was  the  representative  bodv  which 
gave  expression  to  the  will  of  the  people.  True  the  council  was 
selected  by  the  chief  of  the  clan,  but  his  very  tenure  of  office 
depended  upon  his  using  the  nicest  discretion  in  inviting  into  his 
cabinet  the  men  of  character,  valor  and  intluence,  so  that  the 
body  was  almost  invariably  entirely  representative  ot  popular 
views  and  interests.  Caste  cut  a  considerable  figure;  indeed  it 
has  been  said  by  those  most  intimate  with  Sioux  life  that  there 
is  as  much  caste  among  the  Dakotas  as  among  the  Hindus.-  Only 
high  caste  men  of  course  would  be  permitted  to  sit  in  the  deHbera- 
tions.  but  when  a  council  was  to  be  convened  the  ordinar\-  practice 


1.  M(y<{  wi-itei-s  iii)Oii  Imliiin  life  h;ive  notod  the  rxisttMice  of  thesp 
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was  for  the  chief's  crier  to  go  out  and  announce  to  the  camp 
that  a  matter  was  to  be  considered  in  council,  and  the  head  men 
at  once  assembled  and  seated  themselves  in  the  council  circle  as 
a  matter  of  course  and  of  right.^  The  chief,  unquestionably  a 
man  of  courage  and  physical  power,  was  an  executive  officer  who 
rarelv  asserted  arbitrary  rule,  particularly  in  civil  affairs,  for  the 
Sioux  were  too  high  spirited  a  people  to  tolerate  anything  savor- 
ing of  despotism.  Usually  he  was  suave,  diplomatic  and  tolerant, 
and  enjoyed  the  aft'ections  and  veneration  of  his  people.  Most 
public  affairs  were  determined  in  the  general  council,  including 
manv  subjects  naturally  falling  within  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of 
justice,  but  aside  from  the  council  were  two  distinct  courts,  one 
exercising  jurisdiction  in  matters  civil  and  criminal  in  times  of 
peace;  the  other  taking  the  broadest  and  most  comprehensive  juris- 
diction of  all  things  military,  and  in  time  of  war  assuming  juris- 
diction in  all  of  the  affairs  of  the  people,  arbitrarily  placing  the 
camp  under  martial  law. 

The  judges  of  these  courts  were  usually  twelve  in  number 
and  held  their  places  by  hereditary  right,  though  occasionally 
some  low  caste  man,  through  some  brilliant  exploit  would  break 
into  this  exclusive  and  aristocratic  circle '  and  sometimes  even 
exercised  dominating  intiuence  which  the  aristocrats  dared  not 
oppose,  though  he  was  still  regarded  as  a  plebian  upstart,  and 
was  despised  by  the  upi)er  ten,  and  his  rank  died  with  him. 
Ordinarly  from  seven  to  twelve  judges  sat  for  the  trial  of  causes, 
bur  sometimes  even  a  greater  nupnbcr  were  permitted.  The  civil 
court  in  time  of  peace  took  cognizance  of  civil  and  criminal 
matters  arisnig  in  the  band.  Civil  actions  usually  grew  out  of 
disputes  about  the  ownershi[)  of  property  and  th.e  court  i)atiently 
heard  the  testimoily  of  the  parties  and  witnesses  and  at  once  de- 
termined the  ownership  of  the  article,  delivcreci'  it  to  the  success- 
ful litigant  and  the  decision  was  never  reviewed  or  questioned. 
A  majoritv  of  the  court  determined  the  judgment. 

Criminal  matters  of  which  the  court  took  cognizance  were 
assaults,  rapes.  larcen\   and  nuirder ;  all  crimes  against  persons; 
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and  if  committed  ag:ainst  a  member  of  the  tribe  were  severely 
dealt  with.     Sometimes  it  was  necessary  to  prove  the  crime  by 
competent  witnesses,  and  the  court  was  the  judge  of  the  credibility 
of  those  who  testified,  but  rarely,  however,  was  it  necessary  to 
summon  witnesses,  for  if  the  accused  was  really  guilty  it  was 
a  point  of  honor  to  admit  the  offense  and  take  the  consequences. 
Thus  the  real  responsibility  resting  upon  the  court  in  most  cases 
was  to  determine  the  penalty.    Usually  a  severe  penalty  was  im- 
posed which  could  be  satisfied  by  the  payment  of  a  certain  number 
of  horses  or  other  specific  property  to  the  injured  party,  or  his 
family,  but  if  the  offense  was  [)eculiarly  re[)ellcnt  to  the  better 
sentiment  of  the  camp  the  court  might  insist  upon  the  summary 
infliction   of  the   sentence   imposed.     This   might  be  the  death 
penalty,  exile  or  whipping;  or  it  might  be  the  destruction  of  the 
tepee  and  other  property  of  the  convict.    These  latter  penalties 
were,  however,  usually  reserved   for  another  class  of  offenses; 
crimes  which  were  against  the  community  rather  than  against  an 
individual.    These  ofi:enses  were  generally  violations  of  the  game 
laws  and  the  offender  could  expcci  little  merCy.    How  reasonable 
this  policy  was  will  be  readily  understood  when  we  recall  that  the 
subsistence  of  the  entire  nation  depended  almost  entirely  upon  the 
preservation  of  the  wild  game.    The  individual,  who  would  wan- 
tonly kill  game  fit  for  food,  or  frighten  it  away  needlessly  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  camps  was  a  public  enemy  and  was  treated 
accordingly.     He    was    fined,    his    property    destroyed,    he  was 
whipped,     or     if     a     persistvnl     offender     he     was  reduced 
from   his    position    as   a   hunter   and   made    to   do   the  menial 
duties  -of  a  squaw:  the  latter  being  the  most  hunfdiating  and  ter- 
rible sentence  which  could  be  imposed,  deemed  much  worse  than 
death  and  if  the  convict  was  a  man  of  ordinary  spirit  he  usually 
chose  to  commit  suicide  in  preference.^ 

P'or  some  offenses  a  convict  \\<is  exiled  from  the  camp,  given 
an  old  tepee  and  a  blanket,  but  n.>  arms,  and  was  allowed  to 
make  a  living  if  he  could.    Sometimes  he  would  go  off  and  join 
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some  other  band,  but  such  conduct  was  not  considered  good  form 
and  he  usually  set  up  his  establishment  on  some  small  hill  near  the 
home  camp  and  made  the  best  of  the  situation.  If  he  conducted 
himself  properly  he"  was  usually  soon  forgiven  and  restored  to  his  , 
rights  in  the  community.  If  he  went  off  to  another  people  he  lost 
all  standing  among  the  Sioux  and  was  thereafter  treated  as  an 
outlaw  and  a  renegade.  The  entire  band  of  Inkpaduta,  once  the 
terror  of  the  Dakota  frontier,  was  composed  of  these  outlaws.^ 

The  camp  policeman  was  the  most  important  officer  of  the 
court  and  he  frequently  took  upon  himself  the  adjudication  of 
pettv  quarrels  and  ihe  summary  punishment  of  small  offences 
committed  within  his  view.  He  was  appointed  by  the  chelf 
for  one  or  more  days'  service  and  he  made  the  most  of  his  brief 
span  of  authority.  In  addition  to  executing  the  orders  of  the 
court  he  was  always  on  the  watch  to  preserve  the  tranquility  of  the 
camp  during  the  day  and  he  stood  upon  guard  at  night.  When 
ordered  to  do  a  thing  it  was  a  point  of  honor  to  accomplish  it 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  He  was  a  peace  officer,  delighting  to 
fight  for  peace'  sake  at  any  time.^'  ,         .  . 

While  the  civil  court  was  composed  of  the  "elder  states- 
men'' the  military  court  was  composed  of  the  war  chief  and  his 
most  distinguished  braves,  and.  as  has  been  before  suggested 
herein,  exercised  unlimited  power  in  time  of  war  and  was  im- 
plicitly obeyed.  It  took  jurisdiction  of  all  matters  growing  out 
of  infractions  of  the  ''Articles  of  War"  and  of  all  civil  and 
criminal  affairs  of  the  tribe  as  well.  There  was  no  appeal 
from  its  judgments  and  its  sentences  were  summarily  executed. 
An  anecdote  will  illustrate  something  of  its  practice :  In  the 
campaign  of  1876,  after  the  affair  at  Little  .  Big  Horn,  Grey 
Eagle,  a  Huncpapa  headman  of  a  good  family  and  with  a  good 
military  record  was  charged  with  stealing  a  horse  from  another 
v.-arrior  of  the  Sioux  forces.  He  denied  the  charge  but  the  prop- 
erty was  in  his  possession  and  he  could  not  satisfactorily  explain 
his  connection  wit,h  it.    He  was  placed  upon  trial,  witnesses  suni- 
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moned  and  he  was  convicted  of  the  theft  and  sentenced  to  he 
whipped,  a  punishment  most  befitting-  the  mean  estate  of  a  sqnaw. 
The  sentence  was  executed  in  full  view  of  the  entire  camp.'  Grey 
Eagle  continued  in  tlie  campaign,  fighting  vahantly  at  every 
opportunity,  but  lie  was  filled  with  an  intense  desire  for  revenge 
against  the  court  and  particularly  against  Sitting  lUdl,  a  plebiaii 
who  had  compelled  recognition  from  the  aristocrats,  and  whom 
the  convict  believed  to  be  especially  responsible  for  his  humiliation. 
Though  not  apropos  to  this  discussion  it  may  be  of  interest  if  I 
shall  add  that  after  die  lapse  of  fourteen  years,  one  December 
morning  in  i8yo  when  a  party  of  native  policemen,  inspired  very 
largely  by  the  aristocratic  hatred  for  the  ])resumptuous  plebian. 
came  down  upon  the  home  of  Sitting  r.ull  and  effected  his  arrest 
and  were  taking  him  away  through  an  excited  throng  of  his 
friends,  the  voice  of  Grey  Eagle,  from  out  in  the  darkness 
shouted:  "Sitting  Bull  is  escaping,  shoot  him,  shoot  him!"' 
whereupon  began  the  outbreak  which  within  the  moment  resulted 
in  the  death  of  the  old  medicine  man  and  seventeen  of  the  police 
and  Indians.'  ft.  too.  may  be  of  further  interest  to  relate  that 
at  the  present  time  Grey  Beagle  is  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  native 
court  at  Bullhead  Station.  South  Dakota.  , 

Among  the  duties  of  this  C(Uirt  was  to  determine  the  limits 
of  each  da\-'s  march  when  out  upon  a  campaign,  and  to  regulate 
the  camping  places.  This  was  an  important  function,  for  the  army 
subsisted  oft  the  country  and  unless  the  utmost  care  was  exerciseci 
"the  base  of  supplies"  would  be  frightened  away  and  the  band 
.subjected  to  starvation.* 

A  court  ver\-  similar  to  the  military  court  was  likewise 
organized  for  each  great  hunting  expedition  and  given  absolute 
control  of  the  general  movement.  ])ut  this  hunting  court  did  not 
interfere  with  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  the  civil,  court  in 
matters  of  p.ersonal  (lis})utes.  personal  injuries  and  the  like.  In 
1841,  General  Henr)  H.  Sibley,  of  Minnesota.  pro[)osed  to  the 
Indians  resi^ling  about  his  home  at  Mendota  that  they  go  down 
to  the  "Xeutral  •Strip"  in  .Xorthern  Iowa  for  a  long  hunt.  The 
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Sioux   were   agreeable,   and   to   get  the   matter   in   form  Sibley 
made  a  feast  to  which  all  of  the  natives  were  invited.  After 
eating  and   smoking   several   hundred   painted   sticks   were  pro- 
duced and  were  offered  for  the  acceptance  of  each  warrior.  It 
was  understood  that  whoever  voluntarily  accepted  one  of  these 
sticks  was   solemnly  bound   to  be  of  the  hunting  party  under 
penalty  of  punishment  by  the  soldiers  if  he  failed.     About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  accepted.    These  men  then  detached  them- 
selves from  the  main  body  and  after  consultation   selected  ten 
of  the  bravest  and  most  influential  of  the  young  men  to  act  as 
members  of  the  hunting  court.    These  justices  w^ere  called  soldiers. 
Every  member  bound  himself  to  obey  all  rules  made  by  the  court. 
A  time  w^as  then  fixed  for  the  start.    At  the  appointed  time  and 
place  every,  one  appeared  but  one  man  who  lived  twelve  miles 
distant.    Five  of  the  court  at  once  started  out  to  round  him  up.. 
In  a  few  hours  they  returned  with  the  recalcitrant  and  his  family, 
and  with  his  belongings  packed  upon  his  horses.    He  was  duly 
penitent  and  not  subjected  to  punishment,  though  he  was  severely 
threatened  in  case  he  again  failed.    General  Sibley  thus  tells  the 
storv.^    "We,"  Sibley  and  his  white  friends,  '"became  subjects  to 
the  control  of  the  soldiers.    .\t  the  close  of  each  da\-  the  limits  of 
the  following  day's  hunt  were  announced  by  the  soldiers,  designated 
by  a  stream,  grove,  or  other  natural  object.     This  limit  was 
ordinarly  about  ten  miles  aliead  of  the  proposed  camping  place  and 
the  soldiers  each  morning  went  forward  and  stationed  themselves 
along  the  line  to  detect  and  punish  any  who  attempted  to  pass  it. 
The  penalty  attached  to  any  violation  of  the  rules  of  the-  camp 
was  discretionary   with  the  ^  soldiers.     In   aggravated  cases  they 
would  thrasli  the  offender  unmercifully.     Sometimes  they  would 
cut  the  clothing  of  the  man  or  woman  entirely  to  pieces,  slit 
down   the  lodge   witk  their  knives,  break  kettles  and   do  other 
damage.     I  was  made  tlie  victim  on  one  occasion  by  venturing 
near  the  prohibited  boundary.    .\  soldier  hid  himself  in  the  long 
grass  until  I  approached  sufficiently  near  when  he  sprang  from 
his  concealment  and  giving  the  soldiers'  whoop  rushed  upon  me. 
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•He  seized  mv  fine  double  barreled  gun  and  raised  it  in  the 
air  as'  if  with  the  intention  of  dashing  it  to  the  ground.  I  re- 
minded him  that  guns  were  not  to  be  broken,  because  they  could 
be  neither  repaired  or  replaced.  He  handed  me  back  the  gun  and 
then  snatched  my  fur  cap  from  my  head,  ordering  me  back  to 
camp,  where  he  said  he  would  cut  up  my  lodge  in  the  evening. 
I  .had  to  ride  ten  miles  bareheaded  on  a  cold  winter  day,  but  to 
resist  a  soldier  while  in  the  discharge  of  duty  is  considered  dis- 
graceful in  the  extreme.  When  I  reached  the  lodge  I  told  Fairbault 
of  the  predicament  in  which  I  was  placed.  We  concluded  the.  best 
policy  would  be  to  prepare  a  feast  to  mollify  them.  We  got  together 
all  the  best  things  we  could  muster  and  when  the  soldiers  arrived 
in  the  evening  we  went  out  and  invited  them  to  a  feast  in  our 
lodge.  The  temptation  \vas  too  strong  to  be  resisted."  They  re- 
sponded, ate  their  fill,  smoked  and  forgave  the  "contempt^  of 
court,"  which  indicates  that  the  judiciary,  even  in  that  primitive 
time,  was  not  wholly  incorruptible. 

The  modern  Sioux  Courts,  organized  under  the  authority 
of  federal  law  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Indian  De- 
'partment,  are  perhaps  of  more  interest  to  lawyers  than  the  courts 
of  the  primitive  tribes.  The  modern  courts  were  first  proposed  by 
General  William  S.  Harney,  in  1856,  and  were  provided  for  in  the 
treaty  made  at  Fort  Pierre  in  March  of  that  year,  which  unfor- 
tunately was  not  ratified  by  the  senate.^  It  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  that  had  Harney's  scheme  for  making  the  Sioux  re- 
sponsible to  the  government  for  the  conduct  of  their  own  people 
been  adopted,  much  bloocjshcd  and  treasure  would  have  been 
saved. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  Red  Cloud  war  ended  in  1868  that 
the  courts  for  Indian,  offenses,  equipped  by  the  Indians  themselves, 
began  to  be  tried  at  some  of  the  agencies  in  a  small  way.  .  The 
Sissetons  and  Santees  were  first  to  give  them  a  trial  and  eventually 
they  were  supplied  to  all  the  Reservations  except  the  Rosebud, 


9  This  treatv  was  not  ratified  bocausi-  of  the  lar^e  fxpendUurL- 
■hich  would  be  dmeandod  to  unitorin  and  sul'Sist  the  police  for.je.  Attei- 
■ards  we  spent  in  a   sint^le  year  for   the  sut.juk'ation  of  the   bioux  suf- 
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which,  for  some  reason  of  which  I  have  been  unable  to  secure 
information,  has  never  had  them. 

The  following  general  rules  governing  courts  of  Indian 
offenses  pursuant  to  the  statute  have  been  adopted  by  the  Indian 
Department 

First:  When  authorized  by  the  Department  there  shall  be 
established  at  each  agency  a  tribunal  consisting  ordinarily  of 
three  Indians,  to  be  known  as  ''the  Court  of  Indian  Offenses,  ' 
and  the  members  of  said  court  shall  each  be  styled  "judge  of 
the  Court  of  Indian  Offenses." 

Agents  may  select  from  among  the  members  of  the  tribe 
persons  of  intelligence  and  good  moral  character  and  integrity 
and  recommend  them  to  the  Indian  Office  for  appointment  as 
judges;  provided,  however,  that  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
such  an  appointment  who  is  a  polygamist. 

Second :  The  court  of  Indian  Oft"enses  shall  hold  at  least  two 
regular  sessions  in  each  and  every  month,  the  time  and  place 
for  holding  said  sessions  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  judges,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  approved  by  the  agent ;  and  special  sessions 
of  the  court  may  be  held  when  requested  by  three  reputable  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe  and  approved  by  the  agent: 

/  Third :  The  court  shall  hear  and  pass  judgment  upon  all 
such  questions  as  may  be  presented  to  it  for  consideration  by 
the  agent,  or  by  his  approval,  and  shall  have  original  jurisdiction 
over  all  'Tndian  offenses"  designated  as  such  by  rules  4,  5,  6,  7 
and  8  of  these  rules.  The  judgment  of  the  court  may  be  by  two 
judges;  and  that  the  several  orders  of  the  court  may  be  carried 
into  full  effect,  the  agent  is -hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  at  any  session  of  the  court, 
and  to  enforce,  with  the  aid  of  the  police,  if  necessary,  all  orders 
that  may  be  passerby  the  court  or  a  majority  thereof;  but  all 
orders,  decrees,  or  judgments  of  the  court  shall  be  subject  to 
approval  or  disapproval  by  the  agent,  and  an  appeal  to  and  fmal 
revision  by  the  Indian  Office;    Provided,  that  when  an  appeal 


10.  Rules  .  and  liej^ ulutlons  of  the  Indian  Office  eoverninc-  Indian 
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is  taken  to  the  Indi^an  'Office,  the  appellant  shall  furnish  securit)- 
satisfactory  to  the  court,  and  approved  by  the  agent  for  good  and 
peaceful  behavior  pending  final  decision. 

Fourth:  The  "sun  dance,"  and  all  other  similar  dances  and 
so-cahed  religious  ceremonies,  shall  be  considered  "Indian  offeiu>es*' 
and  any  Indian  found  guilty  of  being  a  participant  in  one  or  more 
of  these  offenses  shall,  for  the  first  offense  committed,  be  punished 
by  withholdng  from  him  his  rations  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
ten  days;  and  if  found  guilty  of  any  subsequent  offense  under 
,  this  rule,  shall  be  punished  by  withholding  his  rations  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  fifteen  days  nor  more  than  thirty  days,  or  by  in- 
carceration in  the  agency  prison  for  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty 

Fifth:  Any  plural  marriage  hereafter  contracted  or  entered 
into  by  any  member  of  an  Indian  tribe  under  the  supervision  of 
a  United  States  Indian  Agent  shall  be  considered  an  "Indian 
offense"  cognizable  by  the  court  of  Indian  offenses;  and  upon 
trial  and  conviction  thereof  by  said  court  the  off'ender  shall  pa)- 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  or  work  at  hard  labor  lor 
a  period  of  twenty  days,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  c^urt. 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  devoted  to  tht^  benefit  of  the  tribe  to 
which  the  off'ender  may  at  the  time  belong;  and  5o  long  a.  tlic 
Indian  shall  continue  in  this  unlawful  relation  he  shall  forfeit 
all  -right  to  receive  rations  from  the  government.  And  when- 
ever Tt  shall  be  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  any 
member  of  the  tribe  fails,  without  proper  cause,  to  support  his 
wife  and  children,  no  rations  shall  be  issued  to  him  until  such 
time  as  satisfactorv  assurance  is  given  to  the  court,  approved 
by  the  agent,  that  the  off'ender  will  provide  his  family  to  the 
best  of  his  ability. 

Sixth:  The  usual  practices  of  so-called  -medicine  men' 
shall  be  considered  an  'Tnclian  ofi'ense"  cognizable  by  the  court 
of  Indian  offense^,  and  whenever  it  shall  l)e  proven  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court  that  the  infiuence  of  a  so-called  "medicine 
man"  operates  as  a  hindrance  to  civilization  of  a  tribe,  or  that 
said  '^medicine  man"  resort.,  to  any  artifice  or  device  to  keep  the 
Indians  under  his  infiuence,  or  sliall  adopt  any  means  to  prevent 
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the  attendance  of  children  at  the  agency  schools,  or  shall  use 
any  of  the  arts  of  the  conjurer  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
abandoning  their  heathenish  rites  and  customs,  he  shall  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  an  "Indian  ofi'ense,"  and  upon  conviction  of 
any  one  or  more  of  these  specified  practices,  or  any  other,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  of  an  equally  anti-progressive  nature  shall 
be  confined  in  the  agency  guardhouse  for  a  term  not  less  than 
ten  days,  or  until  such  time  as  he  shall  produce  evidence  satis- 
factory to  the  court,  and  approved  by  the  agent,  that  he  will 
forever  abandon  all  practices  styled  "Indian  offenses"  under  this 
rule. 

Seventh :  Any  Indian  who  shall  wilfully  destroy  or  with 
intent  to  steal  or  destroy,  shall  take  and  carry  away  any  property 
of  any  value  or  description,  being  the  property  free  from  tribal 
interference,  of  any  other  Indian  or  Indians,  shall,  without  re- 
ference to  the  value  thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  ''Indian 
offense,''  and,  upon  trial  and  conviction  thereof,  by  the  court  of 
"Indian  offenses,"  shall  be  compelled  to  return  the  stolen  prop- 
erty to  the  proper  owner,  or,  in  case  the  property  shall  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed,  the  estimated  full  value  thereof,  and  in  any 
event  the  party  or  parties  so  found  guiltv  shall  be  confined  in 
the  agency  guardhouse  for  a  term  not  exceeding  thirty  days ; 
and  it  shall  not  be  considered  a  sufficient  or  satisfactory  answer 
to  any  of  the  oft'enses  set  forth  in  this  rule  that  the  party 
charged  was  at  the  time  a  "mourner,"  and  thereby  justified  in 
taking  or  destroying  the  property  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
toms or  rites  of  the  tribe. 

Eighth  :  Any  Indian  or  mixed  blood  who  shall  pay  or  offer 
to  pay  any  money  or  other  valuable  consideration  to  the  friends 
or  relatives  of  any  Indian  girl  or  woman,  for  the  purpose  of 
living  or  cohabiting  with  said  girl  (3r  woman,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  an  "Inrlian  otYense,"  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall 
forfeit  all  right  to  government  rations  for  a  period  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  agent,  or  l)e  imprisoned  in  the  agenc\-  guardhouse 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  sixty  days  :  and  any  Indian  or  mixed 
blood  who  shall  receive  or  otter  to  receive  an\  consideraiii ui  for 
the  pnrposes  hereinbefore  .specified  shall  be  pnni>]ie(l  in  a  similar 
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manner  as  provided  for  the  party  paying  or  offering  to  pay  the 
said  consideration;  and  if  any  white  man  shall  be  found  gudty 
of  any  of  the  offenses  herein  mentioned  he  shall  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  reservation  and  not  alloxved  to  return  thereto. 

Ninth-    In  addition  to  the  "offenses"  hereinbefore  enum- 
erated, the  court  of  -Indian  offenses"  shall  also  have  jurisdiction 
(subject  to  the  provisions  of  rule  3)  of  misdemeanors  committed 
by  Indians  belonging  to  the  reservation,  and  of  civil  suits  where 
Indians  are  parties  thereto;  and  any  Indian  who  shall  be  found 
intoxicated,  or  who  shall  sell,  exchange,  give,  barter  or  dispose 
of  any   spirituous,   vinous,  or   fermented  liquors  to   any  other 
Indian,  or  who  shall  introduce  or  attempt  to  introduce  under 
any  pretense  whatever  any  spirituous,  vinous,  or  fermented  li- 
quors on  the  reservation,  shall  be  punishable  by  imprisonment 
for  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  ninety  days  or  by 
withholding  of  government  rations,  therefrom,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court  and  approval  of  the  agent. 

The  civil  jurisdiction  of  such  court  shall  be  the  same  as 
that  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  State  or  Territory  where 
such  court  is  located,  and  the  practice  in  such  civil  cases  shall 
conform  as  nearly  as  practicable  to  the  rules  governing  the  prac- 
tice of  justices  of  the  peace  in  such  State  or  Territory,  and  it 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct,  advise  and  inform 
either  or  both  parties  to  any  suit  in  regard  to  the  requirements 
of  these  rules." 

Under  these  rules  the  courts  are  organized  and  hold  their 
sittings  at  such  times  and  places  as  will  be  most  convenient  for 
the  people,  as  for  illustration,  upon  the  Cheyenne  River  Reser- 
vation one  judge  sits  at  each  substation  at  each  semi-monthly 
ration  issue,  and  if  for  any  reason  a  party  is  dissatisfied  with 
his  decision,  he  has  a  right  to  appeal  his  case  to  the  entire  bench 
which  sits  for  the  purpose  at  the  agency  at  regular  intervals. 

Persons  convicted  of  such  offenses  as  come  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court  are  committed  to  the  guard-house  for  a  stated 


11  Letter  ot  Prof.  C.  VV.  Uostall,  Superintendent  at  Cheyenne  River. 
April,  ■  1908. 
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period,  and  are  required  to  work  in  keeping  up  the  grounds 
about  the  ^agency  or  substation,  as  the  case  may  be.  Thfy  make 
very  little  trouble  and  rarely  does  one  attempt  to  escape,  though 
they  work  without  guard. ^- 

The  Indian  people  generally  have  great  respect  for  the 
judges  of  their  courts  and  the  latter  show  much  wisdom  and 
discretion  in  their  decisions,"  though  they  do  not  always  place 
the  white  man's  estimate  upon  the  relative  enormity  of  offenses. 
I  was  present  at  a  session  of  the  Cheyenne  river  court  in  1892, 
when  two  parties  accused  with  crime  were  brought  before  it. 
One  was  charged  with  stealing  a  picket  pin  of  the  value  of 
thirteen  cents  and  he  got  thirty  days  in  the  guard-house,  while 
the  other,  convicted  of  a  rape,  got  ten  days. 

Formerly  the  judges  were  not  compensated,  but  now  they 
receive  a  nominal  salary, — from  five  to  ten  dollars  per  month, — 
and  their  board  while  sitting.  It  is  regarded  as  a  great  distinc- 
tion to  be  chosen  to  the  bench  and  the  courts  administer  the  law, 
as  they  understand  it,  with  dignity  and  firmness. ^'"^  There  are 
no  lawyers  upon  the  reservations  but  a  friend  may  appear, 
for  a  party  to  an  action,  or  one  accused  of  an  offense  and  the 
trials  are  conducted  with  nmch  formality  and.  the  pleas  are  fre- 
quently shrewd  and  eloquent.  Every  Indian  is  an  orator  by 
nature,  and  the  courts  attord  the  best  modern  opportunities  to 
display  their  gifts. 

The  police  force  upon  all  of  tlie  reservations  is  composed 
of  the  natives  and  they  are  highly  efficient  and  render  great 
assistante  to  tlie  courts  in  preserving  the  peace  and  in  bringing 
oftenders  to  justice.  It  is  a  point  of  honor  for  a  Sioux  police- 
man to  do  his  whole  duty  regardless  of  obstacles  and  neither 
kin  nor  friend  can  expect  leniency  if  he  stands  in  the  way  of 
duty,  and  this  is  equally  true  of  the  courts.  It  is  not  an  infre- 
quent thing  for  the  judge  to  try  his  son  or  near  relative  and 

12.  Letter  of  T.  W.   Lriiie,  ardent  at  Crow  Crot^lv,  April,  1908. 

13.  IjCtter   of   rvlajor  Breniian. 
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■  in  such  cases  the  accused  is  sure  to  get  the  limit  of  the  lawJ^ 
Without    exception    the    Indian    authorities    commend  the 
native  courts  and  pohcemen  for  fidehty  and  effective  administra- 
tion of  justice. 


14  Intorvie^^-  vvit'h  Solomon  Tnvo  Stars  h.  r.Mlttarv  chief  of  Sisseton. 
Au^rust.    l'.)01.      Monthly    South    I>akoian.    1  »*.Tom  Ium'.  1'.»01. 
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'  AN  IXCIDHXT  AT  OLD  FORT  SULLY. 

STATEMENT    OF    LI-OX  IDAS    MERRITT,    COitPANY    B,  BRACKETl^'S 
BATTALION^    MIXNKSf)TA   CAVALRY,    NOW   OE  DULUTH,  MTNN. 

'  I  served  with  Sully  in  the  summer  of  1864,  go^^g  from  Fort 
Snelling  to  Sioux  City,  then  up  the  Missouri  river,  joining  the 
Second  ^linnesota  at_  Goose  Lake  and  assisting  in  the  erection  of 
Fort  Rice,  North  Dakota.  At  Fort  Rice  I  was  taken  with  typhoid 
fever  and  in  consec[uence  was  unable  to  return  down  river  with 
my  regiment. 

In  November  I  joined  a  ^lackinaw  boa.t  party  from  the  moun- 
-tains  and  started  down  the  river.  When  we  were  shortly  above 
Little  Bend  we  ran  out  of  provisions  and.  I  was  sent  ashore  to 
hunt  game.  T  secured  one  antelope  which  made  a  supper  for 
the  men  but  the  next  morning  I  started  out.  hoping  to  get  an  elk. 
I  came  across  the  neck  of  land  at  Little  Bend  and  started  to  hunt 
through  that  region.  The  boat  did  not  overtake  me  and  I  prac- 
tically knew  nothing  of  my  location  until  sundown  when  I  dis- 
covered the  remains  of  old  Fort  Pierre  -  across  the  river,  and 
could  see  up  the  valley  of  Bad  River.  I  must  have  been  at  the 
present  .Snake  Buttes.  Nearby  I  saw  some  animals  which  I 
thought  were  elk,  but  I  soon  learned  were  Indian  ponies  and 
presently  a  party  of  aljout  fifty  Indians  came  out,  stripped  for  war, 
mounted  their  ponies  and  started  in  pursuit  of  me.  I  came  over 
the  hill  when  the  Indians  saw  me  and  got  over  the  point  and 
they  gave  a  war  whoop  and  I  did  not  again  see  them.  After 
resting  a  moment,  I  discovered  that  if  I  attempted  to  remain  there, 
it  would  be  at  a  great  risk  in  the  condition  m\-  feet  and  ankles 
were  in.  I  had  not  long  since  recovered  from  ty]:>hoid  fever,  so 
I  came  on  to  find  old  Fort  Sully.  I  got  (juite  close  to  the  fort 
but  was  unable  to  see  it  in  the  darkness,  and  after  looking  about, 
mv  eye  fell  upon  a  light  in  the  distance  and  going  to  it.  I  iound 
it  to  be  a  Santee  tepee.  I  roused  the  occui)ants  and  undou1)tcdly 
became '  uncnnsciou-.  .\fter  a  whiU-  I  was  aroused  sufficiently  to 
know  that  I  was  being  rolled  on  a  stretcher  by  the  soldiers  and 
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carried  into  Fort  Sully.    In  fact,  I  was  only  about  ten  rods  from 
the  fort  all  the  time  but  had  been  unable  to  locate  it  in  the  dark. 
Before  morning-  I  was  aroused  by  the  officer  of  the  day  who  made 
some  inquiry  and  I  told  him  of  the  Indians.    A  detachment  of 
fifty  cavalry  was  sent  out  and  they  found  the  spot  where  the 
Indians  had  camped.     They  were  presumed  to  be  a  party  of 
hostiles  come  there  to  steal  horses.    I  was  allowed  to  sleep  for 
forty-eight  hours  and  when  I  awoke,  I  felt  rested  and  refreshed, 
My  boating  party  were  not  competent  to  navigate  the  river,  havmg 
been  hung  up  on  some  sand  bars  and  were  nearly  starved  when 
they  reached  the  fort  three  days  later.     We  soon  went  on  and 
reached  Fort  Randall  late  in  the  month  of  November,  just  before 
the  river  froze  up.    I  went  on  by  stage  to  Sioux  City  and  across 
horseback  to  Fon  Ridgeley,  Minnesota,  where  I  joined  my  bat- 
talion. 


fro 


THE  BATTLE  OF  WHITE  STUXE.  HILL. 

BY  J.  C,  LUCK^  6th  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

In  the  afternoon  of  September  3,  1863,  ^-lajor  House,  of  the 
battalion  of  the  6th  Iowa  cavalry,  was  ordered  by  General  Sully 
on  what  was  termed  a  scout  from  the  main  army.  We  came 
down  through  those  hills  up  through  what  is  now  North  Dakota 
until  noon.  We  came  to  a  fine  spring  of  water  and  stopped  to  eat 
our  dinner  and  water  our  liorscs  and  let  them  graze  a  little.  We 
had  started  in  the  early  morning  following  the  afternoun  when 
the  order  came.  We  had  a  man  with  us  for  guide  whose  name 
was  Frank  La  Frambois.  \\  hile  w  e  were  eating,  he  rode  aliead 
on  his  pony  up  the  valley.  ,  He  came  back  in  a  little  while  at  a 
gallop  and  we  could  see  that  he  was  very  excited.  He  told  us 
that  when  he  had  reached  the  top  of  the  ridge  and  could  see  oli" 
a  distance  he  had  seen  at  least  twenty  tepees.  He  said  he  had 
dismounted  and  crept  up  to  the  top  uf  the  hill  and  had  seen  tlici'n 
plainly  but  that  the  Indians  had  not  seen  him.  In  a  few  moments 
our  camp  was  all  excitement  after  hearing  ihis  message.  W'e  all 
started  out  at  what  is  called  a  gallop  march  until  the  officers 
could  see  the  tents  or  tepees  of  the  Indians.  We  all  said,  "Old 
La  Frambois  has  made  a  fool  of  us,  we  are  coming  hacV  to  Sully's 
camp."  Meanwhile  La  Frambois  had  gone  on  ahead  again.  We 
halted  and  he  returned  and  told  us  that  the  tenls  z.crc  Indian 
tepees.  We  i^alloped  on  again.  Wlien  we  diad  ridden  alu>ut  four 
or  five  miles  from  the  place  we  had  eaicu  our  dmncr  ;ill  the 
time  keeping  in  the  valley,  we  suddenly  came  U[)on  a  whole 
Indian  city  of  tepees.  I  tliink  there  were  at  least  from  five  to 
eight  thousand  Indians  in  it.  They  immediately  di<c«!vered  us 
and  about  a  hundred  r»f  them,  all  nicely  nv  muted  on  gn' kI  horses, 
came  t;>  meet  us.  Every  warrior  of  the  ln;lians  ha  1  a  1 -ng  pnle 
on  the  end  oi  which  was  fastened  a  wdiite  woman's  .-calp.  Some 
of  th.em  had  as  man}-  a>  half  half  dozen  nf  them,  all  ihiYeren: 
collars  of  hair,  yellow  and  brown  and  black.  'l'he\  l;ran(lisheu 
Folio— 27. 
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these  as  they  rode,    ^ly  first  heutenant,  George  H.  Dayton  and 
Charles  F.   Foug,  with   two  other  officer.s,  and   ^^lajor  House, 
were  sent  to  have  a  council  with  them.     The   Indians  wanted 
us  to  smoke  pipes  with  them.    Some  of  the  Indians  spoke  Knglisii 
and  during  the  conterence  they  all  suddenl>-  stcorl  up  with  their 
hatchets  raised  ready  to  kill  the  officers.    They  did  not,  however. 
Major  House  ordered  his  men  in  four  companies  in  four  different 
directions.     My  company  was  to  go  on  the  top  v.i  the  highest 
hill.    We  starred  and  went  down  the  ravine  and  stopped  to  see 
what  the  Tndian>  were  doing.    The  Indians  met  us  there  and  told 
us  to  go  1)ack.    So  my    captain  lialted  ilie  company  and  sent  word 
to   Major  House   ahout   what  had   taken   place   and   the  major 
ordered  him  to  go  ahead.    When  he  halted  u^  we  swung  into  line 
and  now  marclied  four  abreast  >  ud  the  hill.     Then  the  Indians 
made  a  rush  at  us.  hurhng  "weapons  at  us  and  my  captain  refused 
to  take  his  men  any  further,  and  sent  this  word  to  the  major, 
and  added  that  if  he  wanted  to  have  the  men  go  en  he  woidd 
have  to  take  them  himself.     X'ery  t^v-,n  we  were  ordered  hack 
across  tlie  ravine  and  the  other  three  companies  met  us  and  we 
formed  a  phalanx,  and  stood  dismounted  and  armed  until  the 
sun  went      down.     :vreantime  the  Indians  struck   tents;  taking 
them    down.     The   ground    was    covered    with    buffalo  skms 
which  v.-ere  drying  and  curing.    The  women  were  scraping  tliem 
and  drving  the  meat.    This  had  been  done  by  the  squaws  while  the 
warriors  were  fighting  us.    The  squaws  made  big  packages  (^f  all 
this  meat  and  the  skins  al)out  two  feet  wide  and  three  feet  thick 
and  about  five  feet  long,  each  weighing  three  or  four  .hundred 
pounds   I   should   think.     They  tic   several   long   poles  together 
which  thev  call  a  travoi.x  and  upon  this  they  carry  the  package 
of  skin  and  meat.     Each  horse  thus  drags  along  ([uite  a  little. 
The  guide.  La  Frambois  and  Whitcomb  Mo^m  and  W.  C.  Faton 
started  after  Sully's  main  army.    Sully  tno  had  been  marching  all 
day  so  that  they  did  not  know  just  where  to  find  him,  1)ut  they 
did  not  want  to  take  the  time  to  go  back  to  the  original  camp 
of  Sullv  an<!  then  f(dlow  his  trail.    The  Indians  started  to  leave 
us  and  we  were  ordered  to  corral  thenf.    1'he  Second  Nebraska 
regiment,  which  was  on  one  side,  fired  a  volley  as  soon  a.->  we 
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surrounded  tliem,  but  the}-  were  further  away  from  the  Indians 
than  the  division  I  was  in.  We  were  the  closest.  The  Indians 
charged  right  at  us.  sliooting,  firing  arrows  and  hurhng  weapon 
at  us.  A[y  liorse  was  killed  and  a  friend  of  mine  near  me,  named 
Clarke,  was  killed  with  his  horse.  The  Indians  yelled  and  the 
confusion  was  fearful.  Many  were  killed.  The  next  morning 
the  ground  was  covered  with  the  blood  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
The  whole  battle  lasted  al)out  an  hour,  Ihoudi  all  throuo'h  the 
night  shots  were  fired  here  and  there.  During  the  night  the 
Indians  wt-nt  away  without  their  package >  of  meat  and  skins. 
The  ground  w;i-.  well  covered  with  the  travoix.  wdiere  they  had 
left  them  in  their  camps.  W'e  burnt  up  everything,  punched  holes 
in  everythiu.g  we  couldn't  burn  and  destroyed  everything  left  of 
their  camp.  \\"e  had  been  there  part  of  die  da}-  of  the  3rd,  all 
of  the  4th  and  5th  and  'part  of  the  6th.  Wdien  w-e  came 
away  from  the  battle  ground  we  Ijrought  about  250  or  300 
prisoners,  some  of  them  little  children,  away  with  us.  There 
were  three  wagon  loads  of  them.  They  vrere  1)rought  to  the 
place  where  Pierre  now  is  and  I  do  not  know  what  l)ecame  of 
them.  , 

Most  reports  say  that  Sully  stayed  in  camp  with  the  main 
army  and  our  scouts  went  back  to  them.  This  is  um  so.  They 
were  marching  at  the  same  time  as  we  were.  That  is  why  we  were 
in  such  a  desperate  position  because  we  did  not  know  where  to 
90  to  get  Sull}-  and  the  main  army.  The  scouts  could  not  take 
the  time  to  go  back  to  the  camp  where  Sully  had  been  and 
follow  his  later  trail  and  >o  just  had  to  strike  out  and  find  him. 
The  >ite  of  this  battle  lies  just  over  the  line  in  North  Dakota. 
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THE  FIRST  LAWSUIT  AT  PIERRE. 

J.  C.  LUCE. 

I  had  been   detailed  at   Sioux  City   in  the  quartermaster's 
department  in  the  spring  of  1864.    I  had  to  keep  my  horse  with 
me  but  had  no  occasion  to  use  him  so  I  turned  him  out  to  grass. 
The  7th  Iowa  cavalrv  was  ordered  to  come  up  to  Fort  Sulh. 
When  we  got  orders  to  start,  I  looked  for  my  horse  and  coula 
not  find  him  anywhere.    The  headquarters  moved  and  I  had  to 
come  along.    I  hated  to  leave  without  finding  my  horse  for  1 
thought  a  great  deal  of  him  and  he  was  a  valuable  animal  too. 
\s  soon  as  I  got  here  to  Fort  Sully,  in  the  fall  of  1864,  I  mis- 
trusted the  7th  cavalry  had  stolen  my  horse,  so  I  went  to  look 
for  him.    Right  there  out  on  the  prairie  I  saw  a  horse  that  looked 
like  mine  and  I  called  to  him  and  he  came  to  me..   He  knew 
me  of  course.    I  was  then  18  years  of  age.    I  started  down  to 
the  camp  of  the  7th  cavalry.    I  was  rather  excited  over  finding 
my  horse  and  began  telling  the  first  officer  I  saw  all  about  it.  He 
said  to  me:    "Do  you  know  that  you  are  addressing  a  superio.- 
officer?"    He  called  a  guard  who  took  the  horse  from  me.  Gen- 
eral Sidlv,  at  that  time,  was  camping  about  a  mile  ■  from  this 
place.    l'  made  a  grab  for  the  horse  and  rode  to  thi.  camp  as 
fast  as  I  could  go,  and  stopped  in  front  of  General  Sully's  tent. 
The  soldiers  in  the  camp  could  see  that  1  was  wrought  up  over 
something.    I  asked  the  guard  to  let  me  see  General  Sully.  When 
the  general  came  out  I  saluted  him  and  told  him  that  I  had  found 
mv  horse  which  I  thought  had  been  stolen.    He  asked  me  what 
regiment  I  thought  had  stolen  it  and  1  replied,  ^'Company  K.  7tn 
Iowa."    He  asked  me  if  L.  E.  Ainsworth  was  their  captain  and 
I  said  "Yes."     I  told  him  "the  company  is  en  route  for  For: 
Sully  and  they  are  due  there  day  after  tomorrow,"  and  he  saic;„ 
"You  just  wait  here  until  that  captain  comes.     He  will  be  the 
proper  man  to  get  your  hn>e  ])ack."    The  next  morning  at  sun- 
ris.e  the 'General  asked  me  if  1  could  get  some  of  the  7th  cavalry 
boys  to  go  with  me  to  identify  my  horse.    George  Funk  ^nd  Mr, 
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Zion  of  the  7th  Nebraska  went  with  us.  We  rode  over  and 
General  Sully  appointed  his  adjutant  general  as  judge.  We  rode 
to  the  place  where  Company  K  were  camped.  W.  J.  Payne  and 
James  Holmes  were  appointed  as  witnesses,  and  we  had  a  regular 
formal  trial.  Of  course  there  was  the  value  of  the  horse,  some 
two  hundred  dollars  involved  in  it,  which  would  be  charged  up 
to  my  captain  and  me.  Finally,  when  all  the  evidence  was  taken 
my  captain  said  to  me,  "Get  hold  of  your  horse!"  So  I  did  and 
we  made  a  dash  for  our  camp.  I  kept  my  horse.  This,  I  think, 
was  the  first  trial  or  law  suit  in  the  place  where  Pierre  now  is. 
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